
Data Policy

RDA VP17 Virtual Regional Event, May 2021

Natasha Simons, Australian Research Data Commons
Co-chair, RDA Research Data Policy Standardisation & Implementation Interest Group



We acknowledge and celebrate the 
First Australians on whose traditional lands 

we meet, and we pay our respect to the 
elders past and present.



RDA Virtual Plenary 17

10/05/2021 3rd-alliance.org @   resdatall



RDA VP17 Virtual Regional 
Event

• Tuesday, 11 May: A National Approach to Research Software (in conjunction 
with Data Science Week)

• Tuesday, 18 May: Infrastructure and Data Management Plans (DMPs) (in 
conjunction with the Australasian DMPs IG)

• Wednesday, 19 May: RDA Q&A and catch-up session

• Thursday, 20 May: Data Policies
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RDA 17 Joint Session outcomes

● Research Funders and Stakeholders on Open Research and Data 

Management & Practices IG

● Data Policy Standardisation & Implementation IG

● FAIRsharing WG

Key focus: funder-publisher policy alignment (joint project)



Brief introduction to the Data Policy Standardisation IG

It all started with a rogue BoF at 

RDA P8 in Denver... 



Data Policy Standardisation IG co-chairs

● Iain Hrynaszkiewicz (PLOS)

● Rebecca Grant (Springer Nature)

● Natasha Simons (Australian Research Data Commons)

● Simon Goudie (Wiley)

● Azhar Hussain (JISC)



IG’s major output

http://doi.org/10.5334/dsj-2020-017

http://doi.org/10.5334/dsj-2020-017


Journal data policy framework



Journal Data Policy framework



RDA supported output



Journal framework adoption examples

Springer Nature journal data policies

STM Research Data Program - collaboration to promote adoption of the data policy 

framework. See https://www.stm-researchdata.org/

Štebe, J., Dolinar, M., Bezjak, S. and Inkret, A., 2020. Implementing the RDA Research 

Data Policy Framework in Slovenian Scientific Journals.

Data Science Journal, 19(1), p.49. DOI: http://doi.org/10.5334/dsj-2020-049

https://www.stm-researchdata.org/
http://doi.org/10.5334/dsj-2020-049


Journal data policy example

PLOS journals require authors to make all data 

necessary to replicate their study’s findings publicly 

available without restriction at the time of 

publication. When specific legal or ethical 

restrictions prohibit public sharing of a data set, 

authors must indicate how others may obtain access 

to the data.

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/data-availability

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/data-availability


Data Availability Statements

PLOS Blog: A Selfish Reason to Share Research Data

https://theplosblog.plos.org/2020/05/a-selfish-reason-to-share-research-data/


Data policy is changing data availability

PLOS Blog: A Selfish Reason to Share Research Data

https://theplosblog.plos.org/2020/05/a-selfish-reason-to-share-research-data/


New: Collaboration with the Funders IG & Fairsharing

Overview: The Funder-Publisher Policy Alignment Project

The RDA Research Funders and Stakeholders on Open Research and 

Data Management Policies IG, the Policy Standardization and 

Implementation IG, and the FAIRsharing Registry WG are collaborating 

on a project to examine funder-publisher policy alignment and provide 

recommendations on how to improve alignment.

Primer: https://tinyurl.com/2vrun3nj

https://tinyurl.com/2vrun3nj


https://fairsharing.org/



Research Funders & Stakeholders Interest Group

Co-Chairs 

● David Carr (Wellcome Trust) 
● Jeremy Geelen (Canadian Institutes of Health Research) 
● Yasushi Ogasaka (Japan Science and Technology Agency) 
● Dina Paltoo (National Institutes of Health) 



Funders IG objectives

Provide a venue for funders to bring forward issues for discussion with the broader 
RDA community  

Develop deliverables useful to funders and, ideally, other members of the RDA 
community and research data ecosystem

Deliverables to date: 

○ Survey of current funder practices, benefits and challenges in developing and implementing open 
research and RDM policy requirements 

○ Survey findings discussed at RDA Helsinki

Slide credit: Jeremy Geelen



Funder-publisher policy alignment

● Rationale

○ Funder and publisher policies influence and motivate data sharing by researchers

○ Need for policy alignment in order for research data policies to be maximally effective –
alignment between funders, between publishers, and between funders and publishers 

○ Comparatively little work has been done to examine funder-publisher policy alignment

● Objective

○ Examine funder-publisher policy alignment and provide recommendations on how to 
improve alignment

○ Possible (initial) areas of focus: data management plans, data 
repositories, data availability statements

Slide credit: Jeremy Geelen



Joint session RDA P17 objectives

1. Engage stakeholders for input into information sources for policy 

research (phase 1 of our project) and for suggestions on approaches and 

tools for engagement (for phase 2).

2. Welcome expressions of interest to take part in the project.

Following the session, we are drafting an engagement plan for developing 

policy alignment so that recommendations are done in consultation with 

stakeholders, including researchers



Proposed project plan

Project validation 

○ Project plan, initial policy elements to investigate, expressions of interest to participate

Phase 1 – Research and Analysis

● Research on policy environment 

○ Investigation through literature review (and possibly surveys and interviews) into funder 
and publisher policies

● Analysis of alignment 

○ Analyze funder and publisher policies (along researcher workflow)
○ Develop report on findings

Slide credit: Jeremy Geelen



Proposed project plan

Phase 2 – Recommendations to Improve Policy Alignment

● Stakeholder Engagement 

○ Discuss Phase 1 findings, development of recommendations

● Develop recommendations 

○ Develop draft recommendations on policy alignment for community review

○ Iterative development/revision of recommendations; finalize recommendations

Slide credit: Jeremy Geelen



Proposed project plan

Phase 3 – Application of Recommendations

● Disseminate recommendations

● Explore use of recommendations as basis for continued policy alignment 
○ E.g., if feasible, pilot adoption/implementation of recommendations

Slide credit: Jeremy Geelen



Questions and discussion

● Questions/comments on project or elements of proposed plan?

● Suggestions on stakeholders to engage?

● Expressions of interest to participate?



Next steps for you?

Join the Data Policy Standardisation & Implementation IG to stay in the loop on 

developments and to be included in the consultation:

https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/data-policy-standardisation-and-implementation-ig

https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/data-policy-standardisation-and-implementation-ig


RDA

Email - enquiries@rd-alliance.org

Web - www.rd-alliance.org

Twitter - @resdatall

LinkedIn -
www.linkedin.com/in/ResearchDataAlliance

Slideshare -
http://www.slideshare.net/ResearchDataAlliance

Stefanie Kethers

Director of Operations, Research Data Alliance

Email – Stefanie.Kethers@ardc.edu.au

THANK YOU VERY MUCH!
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Upcoming Webinars after the Virtual 
Regional Event

Info Share/Q&A Meetings On 
Sustaining RDA

● Thursday, 20 May at 15:00 UTC 

● Tuesday, 25 May at 06:00 UTC

More information and registration: 
https://tinyurl.com/rdasustain

mailto:Stefanie.Kethers@ardc.edu.au
https://tinyurl.com/rdasustain

