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Funerary culture

• burial methods 

• inscriptions 

• rituals

• iconography
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Funerary culture is a part of life, 
informative on: 

• life expectancy

• causes of mortality  
• personal names 

• occupations and official functions

• inter-religious contacts
• conceptions of the afterlife

• ideals and values of the living

© Leonard Rutgers



Funerary culture

• religion

• cultural tradition

• geography

• chronology





PEACE Partners
1. Utrecht University: Funerary Inscriptions of Jews from Italy. Over 800 Jewish epitaphs, 
dating to the 2nd – 11th century CE, from Rome and Southern Italy.

2. The Steinheim Institute, Germany: Epidat. Over 39,000 Jewish epitaphs, dating to the 
11th – 20th century, primarily from Germany.

3. Brown University, USA: Inscriptions of Israel/Palestine. About 3,000 inscriptions, dating 
to the 6th century BCE – 7th century CE, from the area of present-day Israel and Palestine. 
Most inscriptions are funerary, but they are not restricted to the Jewish community.

4. Jewish medieval inscriptions from Toledo. Salamanca University, Spain. 38 epitaphs.

NEW: Jewish medieval inscriptions from France. CNRS/Sorbonne. Ca. 300 epitaphs

https://dig.hum.uu.nl/2289-2/
http://www.steinheim-institut.de/cgi-bin/epidat
http://cds.library.brown.edu/projects/Inscriptions/
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PEACE Portal: Epigraphy

• engraved or painted inscriptions

• different support types 
(e.g. stone plaque, slab, stele, catacomb 
wall) 

• languages: Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek, Latin, 
other European languages 

• iconography 
(e.g. menorah, shofar, plants, animals)



PEACE Portal: different databases

Epidat (Steinheim Institute) IIP (Brown University) FIJI (Utrecht University)

Medieval Toledo (University of 
Salamanca, hosted by Steinheim Institute)



PEACE Portal: different databases

Epidat (Steinheim Institute)



PEACE Portal: different databases
Inscriptions of Israel/Palestine - IIP 
(Brown University)



PEACE Portal: different databases
Funerary Inscriptions of Jews from Italy - FIJI
(Utrecht University)



PEACE portal: discovering patterns



PEACE portal: discovering patterns



PEACE Portal: Challenges

• pattern accuracy

• search efficiency

• multiple languages

• RTL languages: Hebrew, Aramaic 

• vocalization (absence of)

• privacy (for modern data)

א ב ג ד 


B = Ba, Be, Bu…
בָ  בֶ  בֻ 



PEACE Portal: 
Future goals

• Epigraphy: 

• add new partners

• improve search efficiency

• Archaeology:

• develop archaeology section

• make searchable data from 
ancient burial excavations

• discover patterns

© Christian Herrmann
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