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Plan ahead: practical tools to make your data and software more FAIR



Making data FAIR

● Collaboration you         repository

● Takes work!

● It’s not an all-or-nothing principle

○ Any step towards FAIR reaps benefits

● It’s not an one-size-fits-all solution

○ Discipline-specific standards

○ You might need tailored support

● So, what can you do?

○ Step 1: Educate yourself!
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(image after Bezjak et al. 2018.)

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1212496


FAIRsFAIR - Fostering FAIR data practices in Europe
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● Goal: Practical solutions for the 

use of FAIR principles 

throughout the research data 

life cycle 

● Budget: €10 million

● Duration: 2019-2022

● Who?: 22 partners from 8 EU 

member states

○ DANS (project coordinator)

Image source: https://www.fairsfair.eu 

https://www.fairsfair.eu


The FAIR-Aware tool

• For researchers and data 
stewards 

• Online tool to raise 
awareness and educate on 
the FAIR data principles

• 10 simple questions with 
practical tips to improve 
data FAIRness before 
deposit

 → Check out at: https://fairaware.dans.knaw.nl
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https://fairaware.dans.knaw.nl/


The FAIR-Aware tool

● Use the resources 
presented in the tool to 
increase your knowledge 
and develop FAIR skills

● Leave feedback about your 
experience and how the 
tool can improve

● Spread the word! 
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Results so far
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“The FAIR principles were not familiar to me at the time when I was 

trying to get published. The FAIR-Aware tool is informative and easy 

to use as a point of reference for my further publication career” 

- Researcher from the life science / medicine domain



A closer look

Question 8 (Reusability): 

Are you aware that metadata describing your data should follow 

the specifications of a community-endorsed standard?

7Images from: https://bit.ly/35lPlIK & https://bit.ly/2IvHGit  Analogy from DDI: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4298302 

https://bit.ly/35lPlIK
https://bit.ly/2IvHGit
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4298302


FAIR-Aware guidance

● Community-endorsed standards are important for communication and sharing 

within your domain

● Find a community-endorsed standard in a metadata registry: RDA | DCC

● Choose a repository that is specific to your domain or discipline on Re3data

● Is your domain lacking standards? (e.g., very limited, still in development)

○ Contact a research data management expert to identify possible solutions
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https://rd-alliance.github.io/metadata-directory/standards/
https://www.dcc.ac.uk/guidance/standards/metadata
https://www.re3data.org/browse/by-subject/
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Images from the Noun Project (Royyan Wijaya, ic2icon, Kevin, mahdalenyy, Alice Design)

https://thenounproject.com/
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https://thenounproject.com/


What can you do after today?

● Use the tool 

● Share with others 

Contribute to a better data infrastructure for the life sciences!
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“World Metro Tube Map” 
- Michael Tompsett

→ https://fairaware.dans.knaw.nl/ 

https://render.fineartamerica.com/images/rendered/social-media/756008?domainId=12
https://render.fineartamerica.com/images/rendered/social-media/756008?domainId=12
https://fairaware.dans.knaw.nl/


Thank you!

Back to the main room for wrap-up.

Get in contact!

The tool: https://fairaware.dans.knaw.nl/ 

Me:        maaike.verburg@dans.knaw.nl |         @MaaikeVerburg 

DANS: https://dans.knaw.nl/en |        info@dans.knaw.nl 

https://fairaware.dans.knaw.nl/
mailto:maaike.verburg@dans.knaw.nl
https://twitter.com/MaaikeVerburg
https://dans.knaw.nl/en
mailto:info@dans.knaw.nl

