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This session covers

1. What is Research Data Australia?

2. How to find data in Research Data Australia

3. How to add metadata records to Research Data Australia

4. What makes a good metadata description

5. Why adding records to Research Data Australia is important



https://researchdata.edu.au/

Research Data Australia

● Discovery portal for 

data (and services)

● Multidisciplinary

● Metadata only

● 177+K datasets

● 100 contributors

https://researchdata.edu.au/


Search for data in Research Data Australia



Collection Record in Research Data Australia



Collection links

https://researchdata.edu.au/nsw-act-regional-project-dataset/17720

https://researchdata.edu.au/nsw-act-regional-project-dataset/17720


Service record in Research Data Australia



RIF-CS Collections

Service links

https://researchdata.edu.au/alveo-virtual-lab-communication-science/341557

https://researchdata.edu.au/alveo-virtual-lab-communication-science/341557


The RDA Content Providers Guide:

● For Contributors

● Non-technical guide

● Describes encoding requirements to 

submit records to the RDA Registry 

● Describes best practice for metadata 

description for discovery

Guide to contributing metadata content

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Content+Providers+Guide

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Content+Providers+Guide


What makes a good (data) collection metadata record?

While there is no 'one size fits all' for collection descriptions, a ‘good’ collection record might:

● have a globally unique persistent identifier such as a DOI

● provide access to, or information about how to access, the data being described  

● include citation information that clearly indicates how the data should be cited when reused

● include licence information that specifies how the data may be reused by others

● be connected via an identifier to related outputs such as publications and software that give context to the data

● be connected via an identifier or link to people and projects associated with the data to improve discovery

● be connected to services that can be used to access or manipulate the data

● include a description of how the data were created and how to interpret the data, to enable determination of the value 

of data, and reuse

● contain subject information to enhance discovery

● provide spatial and temporal coverage information that positions the data in space and time, and helps researchers find 

data that relates to a geographical area or time period of interest

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Collection

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Identifier
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Location
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Citation+information
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Licence
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Related+information
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Party
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Activity
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Service
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Description
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Subject
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Coverage
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Collection


What makes a good Service metadata record?
While there is no 'one size fits all' for service descriptions, a ‘good’ service record might:

● include name variations where appropriate

● include contact details for a person or organisation 

● include access information such as a URL

● include rights information including who may access and under what conditions

● include a description of the service for potential users including version, configuration or implementation information

● include a persistent identifier such as a handle

● include additional protocol information as related information 

● include subject terms that describe the research focus of the service

● be connected to collections that can be accessed through, or acted upon, by the service

● include links to related information which provides research context around the service, e.g. a web page URL for the 

service

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Service

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Name
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Location
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Location
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Rights
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Access+rights
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Description
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Identifier
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Related+information
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Subject
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Related+objects+and+relationships
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Collection
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Related+information
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Service


Services: additional Metadata Guidance

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Beyond+RIF-CS%3A+Metadata+for+Services+and+related+Collections%3A+Good+Practice+Guide

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Beyond+RIF-CS%3A+Metadata+for+Services+and+related+Collections%3A+Good+Practice+Guide
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Beyond+RIF-CS%3A+Metadata+for+Services+and+related+Collections%3A+Good+Practice+Guide


Contributors

● Australian organisations that 
provide metadata records to 
Research Data Australia 
(via the RDA Registry)

● 100 organisations currently

● Check if your organisation is 
already a contributor => 
https://researchdata.edu.au/contributors

https://researchdata.edu.au/contributors

https://researchdata.edu.au/contributors-list
https://researchdata.edu.au/contributors-list
https://researchdata.edu.au/contributors
https://researchdata.edu.au/contributors


Metadata Flows to and from Research Data Australia

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Metadata+syndication

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Metadata+syndication
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Metadata+syndication


Metadata Flows and Protocols to Research Data Australia

More information: 
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Providing+metadata
+records+to+Research+Data+Australia

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Providing+metadata+records+to+Research+Data+Australia
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Providing+metadata+records+to+Research+Data+Australia


Why would I do this?

● Enhances data discovery - through search engines and other syndicated services

● Provides context to the data and makes it clear how it can be used and under what circumstances

● Highlights data that is accessible via a service - links services to the data that supports it

● Provides links to further information, publications  and contacts

● Enhances the potential for collaborative opportunities

● Encourages attribution through citation and disambiguation through the use of identifiers

● Can see page views and access statistics on Research Data Australia records



● Put you in contact with the right person in your institution

● Help you set up a metadata feed to Research Data Australia (and cross-walk to RIF-CS) if you don’t 

already have one

● Help you with using the manual metadata entry web service (if you can’t set up or use an existing 

metadata harvest)

● Provide you with guidance on optimising your data and service descriptions (metadata content)

What we can help you with



● Search Research Data Australia

● Find organisations that contribute to Research Data Australia

● Provide metadata records to Research Data Australia

○ Create metadata records - use Content Providers Guide

■ Describe a data collection in a metadata record for Research Data Australia

■ Describe a (data) service in a metadata record for Research Data Australia

○ Transfer metadata records to the RDA Registry - requires Online Services Account

■ Via a harvest

■ Using the manual entry web interface (login required)

Resources & Links

https://researchdata.edu.au/
https://researchdata.edu.au/contributors
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Providing+metadata+records+to+Research+Data+Australia
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Content+Providers+Guide
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Collection
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Service
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Getting+an+Online+Services+Account
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Harvester+Settings
https://researchdata.edu.au/registry/registry_object/add


CONTACT

services@ardc.edu.au 
ardc.edu.au



Providing Metadata Records to Research Data Australia

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Online+Services+User+Guides

Step 1 - Access Online Services

https://demo.researchdata.ardc.edu.au
https://researchdata.edu.au

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Online+Services+User+Guides
https://demo.researchdata.ardc.edu.au/
https://researchdata.edu.au/


Providing Metadata Records to Research Data Australia

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Online+Services+User+Guides

Step 2 - Manage Data Sources

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Online+Services+User+Guides


Providing Metadata Records to Research Data Australia

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Online+Services+User+Guides

Step 2 - Manage Data Sources

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Online+Services+User+Guides


Providing Metadata Records to Research Data Australia
Step 2 - Manage Data Sources

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Online+Services+User+Guides

Add an XSLT here to construct RIF-CS 
XML from your source metadata.

ARDC have many XSLTs for you to 
reuse, e.g. for harvests from Dublin 
Core, Figshare, CKAN, Elsevier PURE, 
ISO19115-3, etc..  Alternatively, ARDC 
can create you a new one.

services@ardc.edu.au

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Online+Services+User+Guides


Providing Metadata Records to Research Data Australia

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Online+Services+User+Guides

Step 2 - Manage Data Sources

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Harvester

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Online+Services+User+Guides
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Harvester


Providing Metadata Records to Research Data Australia
Step 3 - Manage RDA Records

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Online+Services+User+Guides

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Online+Services+User+Guides


Providing Metadata Records to Research Data Australia
Step 3 - Manage RDA Records

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Online+Services+User+Guides

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Online+Services+User+Guides


Providing Metadata Records to Research Data Australia

OAI-PMH API

Contributor
Metadata Catalogue

https://metadata.contributor.org.au/oaipmh

https://metadata.contributor.org.au/oaipmh

RIF-CS

Research Data 
Australia Registry

Step 4 - Implement OAI-PMH Harvester

A metadata contributor may decide to set up an OAI-PMH API when their metadata catalogue does not already have an API 
available for others to harvest contributor metadata from. RDA can harvest from multiple methods, including OAI-PMH.  
See https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Harvester

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Online+Services+User+Guides

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Harvester
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Online+Services+User+Guides


Research Data Australia Metadata Guidance

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Content+Providers+Guide

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Collection

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Content+Providers+Guide
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Collection


Research Data Australia Metadata Guidance

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Metadata+for+Impact%3A+make+RIF-CS+work+for+you

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Metadata+for+Impact%3A+make+RIF-CS+work+for+you
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Metadata+for+Impact%3A+make+RIF-CS+work+for+you

