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The EC Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability, the Green Deal, and other initiatives in Europe, indicate an ambition
regarding safety, sustainability, and circularity of chemicals, towards a non-toxic environment. Innovation brings
potential for economic growth and addressing societal and environmental challenges. However, innovation often
comes with high uncertainty regarding its risks. Concerns are raised on the access of all important actors to high-
quality data, technical risk assessment, public perception and acceptance, and regulatory harmonisation and
effectiveness, among other aspects. Improvements are needed in how risks to human health and the environment
are assessed, managed and communicated.

To address these challenges, three H2020 projects of the NMBP-13 call (NANORIGO, RiskGONE and Gov4Nano) are
working to improve the governance of nanorisks in Europe. They are jointly developing the concept of a new
organisation tasked with collecting, sharing and disseminating insight for governing risks from nano-based products.
The Nanotechnology Risk Governance Council (NRGC) will be an independent organisation with the goal to improve
the governance of benefits and risks, now and for the long-term.

Mission Fostering safe and sustainable development, use and disposal of {(products containing) nanomaterials in Europe

‘ Risks ( Improving understanding of (emerging) nanorisk issues @
,,’*’ - \ " 7 ; =@ Concerns on risks of nanomaterials remain, although major incidents have not yet occurred. k
; Q=0 Innovation in nanomaterials may create (new) risks. ),
Risk , |
management - Offering guidelines and processes for assessing, managing and communicating risks
o o @ Risk assessment guidelines and procedures remain fragmented, despite efforts to align them.
Coo pe ration Increasing cooperation among organisations and stakeholders involved in nanorisk governance
What iS the © Cooperation between stakeholders involved in nanorisk governance remains limited.
i i ' © The European public’s involvement in nanorisk governance is limited.
mission and what
are the goals of the
ﬁ:: g Si:gl:zzzzzsaenzo NaVigation Helping stakeholders navigate the nanorisk governance landscape
o.pportunitives‘? o o O Stakeholders have limited access to quality data and information on nanorisks.
Reg"“atlon Supporting efforts to improve quality and harmonisation of regulatory frameworks across domains
o o © Nanomaterials are requlated in separate domains.
Data : . . . . o .
Supporting efforts to improve quality and access to information on nanomaterials, -risks and -benefits
o o © Stakeholders often disagree on the quality and interpretation of data on risks of nanomaterials.
Innovation Supporting efforts to improve safety and sustainability of innovation in nanomaterials in Europe
o o © Safe and sustainable innovation is hampered by limited budgets, knowledge and (access to) quality information.
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Activities of the NRGC

Maintaining and implementing a multi-disciplinary and multi-stakeholder Nanorisk Governance Framework, including... ‘1

“© quidelines and processes which support this approach.

' O a structured approach for understanding, assessing and managing nanorisks.
| %=Q) assistance for members in using the Framework for their own benefit.

Advice

Offering advice on (emerging) nanorisk issues by... g

"""f"z:fo conducting reviews or analysis on how to respond to (emerging) nanorisk issues, on its own initiative or on demand.
=Q linking stakeholders to other organisations and networks that could provide advice.

What activities Emerging issues Signaling emerging nanorisk issues by...

w||| the NRGC pu rsue © a periodical scan and analysis of emerging issues, e.g. via horizon scanning or expert interviews.
to aChieve |tS © organizing periodical dialogues on emerging issues via conferences, seminars and online discussions.

© developing and improving methods to filter and proritize emerging issues.
goals?

Engaging all stakeholders in nanorisk governance via roundtable meetings aimed at...
Roundtable it g :

O identifying issues relevant for (groups of) stakeholders, e.g. emerging nanorisks, safety-by-design, data quality.
© formulating joint positions of stakeholders on these issues, for example as input for research programs.
© developing plans to improve nanorisk governance, for example on data sharing or risk assessment.

Providing (access to) data, information and tools via an online portal that includes...

p | © a generic description of what is known about (types of) risks and benefits of (products containing) nanomaterials.
orta O an overview of themes (innovation, regulation, risk management), topics and involved organisations and their role.
© a repository of unique assets (tools, datasets, reports, reviews) developed and maintained by the Council.
O publicly available tools for analysing risks and benefits of nanomaterials across risk governance processes.
O links to relevant sources (databases, research repositories, requlatory frameworks and innovation policies).
© a yearly updated dashboard with indicators that portray the state of nanorisk governance in Europe.
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