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1. Introduction
In line with the progress of 

the 21st century, our ethnic, cul-
tural and linguistic environment 
is constantly changing. Based on 
a lot of traditions, beliefs, and 
values, we can track down the 
most diverse societies throughout 
history. As a result, the similari-
ties and differences that differen-
tiate people need to be recognized, 
acknowledged, and accepted. In 
the absence of this, daily com-
munication between members of 
different nations is not smooth [1].

More than 6,000 languages are 
spoken in 191 countries around 
the world, and the approximately 
a total of 32 thousand Americans 
speak 329 languages other than 
English at home [2]. It is much 
easier to perceive a lack of cultural 
competence than its presence.

Above all, let us define cul-
tural, linguistic and socio-cul-
tural competences.

Culture consists of a number 
of integral parts, starting with the 
most obvious and most spectacu-
lar parts, such as the language of 
communication, habits and tra-
ditions through invisible values 
like assumptions, mindsets and 
thoughts. Cultural competence is 
the ability to function effectively 
within the culture. This includes 
competence in the mother tongue 
as well as an understanding of 
cultural differences. Linguistic 
competence refers to the uncon-
scious knowledge of grammar, 
allowing the speaker to use and 
understand language. The lan-
guage competence used by Noam 
Chomsky and other linguists refers to innate language skills that 
allow a person to make sounds and meanings compatible [3]. 

The terms culture and linguistics refer to integrated pat-
terns of human behavior that include language, thoughts, 
communication, actions, habits, beliefs, values, and institutions 
of racial, ethnic, religious, or other groups (e.g. gender identity/
gender expression, age), national origin, sexual orientation, dis-
ability). Cultural and linguistic competence is a set of congruent 
behaviors, attitudes, and policies that connect in a system or 
community of professionals and enable them to work effectively 
in intercultural situations [4]. Culture and language can influ-
ence the behavior of individuals.

Sociocultural competence is also a complex phenomenon. 
According to [5], it contains the following components.

– linguistic-cultural element – knowledge of lexical ele-
ments with sociocultural semantics (such as greetings, address-
ing people and saying goodbye);

– sociolinguistics – knowledge of the linguistic character-
istics of social classes, different generations, genders, social 
groups;

– cultural components – 
knowledge of cultural peculiar-
ities, customs, traditions, norms 
of behavior, etiquette in the En-
glish-speaking countries and the 
ability of proper understanding 
and use of the communication 
process, while remaining the me-
dium of another culture.

Sociocultural competence is 
the ability to apply multicultural 
knowledge and skills in inter-
cultural communication. It also 
means that we are tolerant with 
people of other nationalities.

Language and culture are 
related. This means that with-
out language, culture cannot be 
fully understood or passed on 
to future generations. Without 
language skills, the effectiveness 
of intercultural interactions will 
be limited.

2. Methods
During the research interna-

tional works have been studied 
and the analysis relies on scien-
tific books and articles. As in 
the area of social sciences, most 
data are ‚invisible’ (opinions and 
views, attitudes, mindsets), in-
stead of collecting primary data, 
document analysis was applied.

3. Results
3. 1. Language, culture and 

communication
Both language and culture 

play a role in communication as 
both carry meaning. First, the lan-
guage is syntactic, semantic and 
pragmatic meaning for the lan-
guage users to communicate [6]. 

On the other hand, culture is meaningful, and cultural meanings 
are expressed by means of behaviour patterns, such as language [7]. 

In order to have successful communication between lan-
guages and cultures our culturally different interaction stan-
dards, as well as people’s values and thoughts must be un-
derstood [8]. Linguistically correct sentences can sometimes 
cause misunderstandings or confusion if they are in a different 
cultural context [9].

3. 2. Communication competence (CC)
Communicative competence (CC concept) was introduced 

by [10], which suggests that not only the grammatical rules of the 
language should be used, but also to be able to tell when, where 
and to whom should these sentences be used properly [11].

In foreign language learning CC refers to a student, who can 
use a language appropriately from societal, linguistic and prac-
tical considerations [12]. In later studies by [13], four different 
components make up communication competence: grammati-
cal competence, socio-linguistic competence, discourse compe-
tence, and strategic competence. 
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According to [14], grammatical competence is the compe-
tence that is associated with language acquisition. Discourse 
competence is when students have to form sentences from a 
series of expressions. Socio-linguistic competence is knowl-
edge of the socio-cultural rules of language, while strategic 
competence is an element, used to compensate for incomplete 
knowledge in order to maintain communication. 

From this model, we conclude that competence in effec-
tive communication should include not only linguistic, but 
also sociolinguistic knowledge [15]. Inseparable relationship 
between language and culture suggests that foreign language 
learning means learning one aspect of the language [16].

We have to connect to our own culture with the aware-
ness of all its strength and limits, knowledge and skills [17]. 
Care should be taken not to make assumptions that could 
lead to inappropriate treatment of the individual or research 
bias [18]. 

Culture inf luences normative cultural values, language, 
and beliefs, among other things. Normal cultural values 
(expectations of interpersonal interaction) include nonverbal 
gestures, body language, level of formality, and expression of 
respect . Language, even when spoken f luently, rolls obstacles 
in front of us.

The modern world is quite controversial. On the one 
hand, globalization comes to the fore, and on the other hand, 
inter-ethnic relations are deteriorating and ethnic conf licts 
are becoming stronger [19]. Most scholars argue that ethnic 
conflict destabilizes society and threatens socio-economic 
development. Most international conf licts are of a socio-cul-
tural nature: language, religion, norms, values, customs, 
traditions, stereotypes, national symbols, differences in 
thinking and behavior, and so on [2].

4. Discussion
 Cultural and linguistic competence is vital, as today 

peoples and nations are intensely intermingled, living in the 
same society and interacting in the workplace, so the prob-
lem of developing socio-cultural competence is currently of 
particular importance. The developed socio-cultural compe-
tence guarantees effective communication between cultures, 
i.e. proper interaction with representatives of other cultures.

Cultural competence is based on training and culturally 
appropriate materials. The CRASH model is proposed during 
the trainings [20]:

– C: culture (importance of culture in interaction)
– R: respect (respect for the culture of other peoples)
– A: assess and affirm (evaluate and strenghten culture, 

including the positive feedback)
– S: sensitivity (sensitivity to another person’s culture 

and the impact of one’s own culture is a key element)
– H: humility (humility should also be addded, as few 

people become experts in other cultures).
Culture and language teaching are inseparable, and cul-

ture is always embedded, integrated into the language learn-
ing environment [16]. 

5. Conclusions
The process of acquiring language skills facilitates the 

development of characteristics, necessary for intercultural 
interactions. Attitudes, knowledge, skills and awareness can 
be transferred as relevant elements and applied in the general 
context of culture. 

Language skills and intercultural competence promote 
the knowledge and skills, needed for intercultural effective-
ness.

References

1. Veresné Valentinyi, K., Damokos, K., Farkas Bede, K., Zöldi Kovács, K.; Miklós, M. (Ed.) (2004). Nem nagyon értek, de 

nagyon törekszek: Interkulturális kommunikáció. Lingua. Budapest: BKÁE, 101–118.

2. Safina, M. S. (2014). Formation of Socio-cultural Competence in Foreign Language Teaching. Procedia – Social and Behav-

ioral Sciences, 136, 80–83. doi: http://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2014.05.292 

3. Nordquist, R. (2017). Linguistic Competence: Definition and Examples. Available at: www.thoughtco.com/what-is-linguis-

tic-competence-1691123 Last accessed: 13.04.2018

4. Risager, K. (2007). Language and Culture Pedagogy: From a National to a Transnational Paradigm. Clevdon: Multilingual 

Matters, 288. doi: http://doi.org/10.21832/9781853599613  

5. Ward, M., Ward, C. (2003). Promoting cross-cultural competence in pre-service teachers through second language use. Ed-

ucation, 123 (3), 532–537.

6. Brooks, N.; Heusinkveld, P. R. (Ed.) (1997). Teaching Culture in the Foreign Language Classroom in Pathways to Culture. 

Yarmouth: Intercultural Press. 

7. Byram, M.; Sercu, L. (Ed.) (1995). Acquiring intercultural competence. A review of learning theories. Intercultural Compe-

tence. The Secondary School. Vol I. Aalborg: Aalborg University Press, 53–69.

8. Saville-Troike, M. (2003). The Ethnography of Communication. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing Ltd. 

9. Schulz, R. A. (2007). The Challenge of Assessing Cultural Understanding in the Context of Foreign Language Instruction. 

Foreign Language Annals, 40 (1), 9–26. doi: http://doi.org/10.1111/j.1944-9720.2007.tb02851.x 

10. Hymes, D.; Pride, J. B., Holmes, J. (Eds.) (1972). On Communicative Competence. Sociolinguistics. Harmondsworth: Penguin 

Books. 

11. Jensen, A.; Jensen, A., Jaeger, K., Lorentsen, A. (Eds.) (1995). Defining Intercultural Competence for the adult learner. Inter-

cultural competence: A new challenge for language teachers and trainers in Europe. Aalborg: Aalborg University.

12. Sercu, L.; Sercu, L., Bandura, E., Castro, P., Davcheva, L., Laskaridou, C., Lunagren, U. et. al. (Eds.) (2005). Teaching Foreign 

Languages in an Intercultural World. Foreign Language Teachers and Intercultural Competence: An Intercultural Investiga-

tion. Clevedon: Multilingual Matters LTD. 

13. Canale, M.; Richards, J. C., Schmidt, R. (Eds.) (1983). From Communicative Competence to Communicative Language Ped-

agogy. Language and Communication. London: Longman, 2–14. 



43

SOCIAL SCIENCES

14. Canale, M., Swain, M. (1980). Theoretical bases of communicative approaches to second language teaching and testing. Ap-

plied Linguistics, 1 (1), 1–47. doi: http://doi.org/10.1093/applin/1.1.1 

15. Tseng, Y.-H. (2002). A lesson in culture. ELT Journal, 56 (1), 11–21. doi: http://doi.org/10.1093/elt/56.1.11 

16. Nault, D. (2006). Going Global: Rethinking Culture Teaching in ELT Contexts. Language, Culture and Curriculum, 19 (3), 

314–328. doi: http://doi.org/10.1080/07908310608668770 

17. Hoar, S. (2018). Cultural competence. 

18. Murphy, E. (1988). The cultural dimension in foreign language teaching: Four models. Language, Culture and Curriculum, 

1 (2), 147–163. doi: http://doi.org/10.1080/07908318809525033 

19. Chia-Lin, H. (2018) Language and Culture in Foreign Language Teaching. Available at: http://www.leeds.ac.uk/educol/docu-

ments/178899.pdf Last accessed: 13 April 2018

20. Watson, J. R. (2018). The Role of Language Proficiency in Cross-cultural Competence (3C): A Fundamental Key to Intercultural 

Effectiveness in Military Personnel. Available at: https://www.westpoint.edu/sites/default/files/inline-images/centers_research/

languages_cultures_regional_studies/PDFs/CLCRS%20Position%20Paper-Role%20of%20LP%20in%203C.pdf

© The Author(s) 2021
This is an open access article under 

the Creative Commons CC BY license

Received date 22.02.2021
Accepted date 15.03.2021
Published date 31.03.2021

How to cite: Varga, E., Enkhjav, T., Szira, Z. (2021). Studies on competence in a multinational environment. Technology Transfer: 
Innovative Solutions in Social Sciences and Humanities, 4, 41–43. doi: http://doi.org/10.21303/2613-5647.2021.001662


