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1. Write a Software Management Plan
2. Choose a Repository
3. Prepare Your Availability Statement
4. Include Software in the References
5. Add Instructions to Your Development Platform on How to Cite Your Software

Overview - Software Citation Tips



What are some of the software challenges that 
researchers are facing?



Citing the Software



Crediting the Software



Searching for Software



The software, code, 
workflow, model that 
is integral to your 
research.



The Software Sustainability Institute. Software Management Plan. Available online:
http://www.software.ac.uk/software-management-plans. 

1. Write a Software Management Plan

“A software management plan can help to formalise a set of 
structures and goals that ensure your software is accessible and 
reusable in the short, medium and long term.”

http://www.software.ac.uk/software-management-plans




Collaborative software development platforms (e.g. GitHub) are helpful for developing your 
software in the near term but are not long-term solutions. 

Choose a repository as a long-term solution:
• Institutional repository supporting software preservation that provides registration 

services for a digital object identifier/persistent identifier (e.g. your institution’s 
repository).

• Software domain repository (e.g. Computational Infrastructure for Geodynamics (CIG), 
Hydroshare), 

• General repository supporting software preservation that provides registration 
services for a digital object identifier (e.g. Zenodo).

2. Choose a Repository



GitHub is NOT a Preservation Solution!
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Reminder

Check if the author 
name(s), title, 

version are specific.
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Zenodo, a commonly used general repository for software, features a sandbox 
where you can test how your software will be deposited and described. 
https://sandbox.zenodo.org/

https://sandbox.zenodo.org/


You should include software that has a significant impact on the research outcome presented in 
your work, or on the way the research has been conducted. If the research you are presenting is 
not reproducible without a piece of software, then you should include the software.

In the Availability Statement section of your paper (also called Acknowledgements or 
Open Research), include:
1. Very brief description of what the software is used for
2. Repository DOI/PID for your preserved software (e.g. Zenodo)
3. Version of the software used and preserved
4. (Open source) license and other access conditions
5. Development platform link (e.g. GitHub repository)

In the methodology section of your paper:
1. Describe how your software works as it pertains to your research

3a. Prepare Your Availability Statement



The statement template would be:
[Version #] of the data cleaning and analysis software used for 
this research is preserved at [DOI/PID link], available via [license 
type, access conditions] and developed openly at [software 
development platform link].

3b. Prepare Your Availability Statement (Template)



Yong Zhou. (2020, May 23). yzhou1989/FAPPWF master (Version master). Zenodo. 
http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3840905

Lizzy Trower. (2020, January 8). lizzytrower/giantooids: Giant ooid equilibrium size model, 2nd 
update (Version 1.2). Zenodo. http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3601507

Shaoqian Hu. (2019, December 25). Direct surface wave radial anisotropy tomography package 
(Version 1.0). Zenodo. http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3592528

4. Include Software in the References (Examples)

http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3840905
http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3601507
http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3592528


5. Add Instructions to Your Development Platform
on How to Cite Your Software

https://citation-file-format.github.io/#/what-is-a-citation-cff-file

https://citation-file-format.github.io/


• A persistent copy of your software that supports the 
reproducibility of your research

• Cannot be confused with other versions/copies 

• Increased discoverability, awareness of your work
• Trackable citation method that gives you (and your co-authors) 

credit as the creator

Benefits of Citing Your Software



Thank you.
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