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KEY TAKEAWAYS

|l

The social sciences are concerned with understanding,
and improving conditions for, society and individuals.

Public trust in social science research can be
enhanced by transparency and reproducibility.

Skilled curation contributes to transparency and

reproducibility and by extension to the integrity and
guality of science.
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The Effects of Canvassing, Telephone Calls, and Direct Mail on

Voter Turnout: A Field Experiment

ALAN S. GERBER and DONALD P. GREEN Yale Universitv

e report the results of a randomized field experiment invol

voters in New Haven, Connecticut. Nonpartisan get-out-the-

personal canvassing, direct mail, and telephone calls shortly|
A variety of substantive messages were used. Voter turmout was
canvassing, slightly by direct mail, and not at all by telephone calls. T
that the long-term retrenchment in voter turnout is partly attributable t
mobilization.
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mation has occurred in the manner in which

voters are mobilized. The election campaigns
described by Gosnell (1937), Sayre and Kaufman
(1960, chap. 6), and Wolfinger (1974, chap. 4) relied
heavily on face-to-face contact between voters and
those seeking their support. Notably absent from such
accounts are professional campaign consultants, direct
mail vendors, and commercial phone banks, all of
which have gradually replaced work performed by
party activists. The advent of modern campaign tactics
(Broder 1971; Ware 1985) has coincided with a decline
in the proportion of adults who report working for a
political party. Based on an annual aggregation of
Roper surveys between 1973 and 1994, Putnam (2000,
41) reports a steady decline in this proportion:
Whereas 6% of the public reported working for a
political party in the early 1970s, just 3% did so in the
mid-1990s.

During the last half-century, a dramatic transfor-

At the same time, there has been a marked decline in Wang and Kat
the size and vitality of nonpartisan organizations. Inthe  particularly eff
mid-1960s, 2.4 of every 1,000 women over the age of 20 Zolik, and Ja
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and Jason et
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belonged to the League of Women Voters, compared
t0 .79 in 1998 (Putnam 2000, 438—44). A similar fate
has befallen such civic organizations as the Lions,
Rotary, and Kiwanis Clubs, which have experienced

sharp membership declines since the 1960s. Due to the There is go|
changing character of both partisan and nonpartisan  vassing is an e
organizations, voter mobilization has become increas-  turnout, but i

ingly impersonal, and messages that once might have
been delivered in person are now communicated using
mass marketing techniques.

The decline of personal mobilization has arguably
contributed to the erosion of voter turnout in the
United States since the 1960s. This hypothesis is re-
lated to, yet distinct from, Rosenstone and Hansen’s
(1993) contention that diminishing rates of turnout are
a result of a decline in the volume of mobilization
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Social Media, News Consumption, and Polarization:

Evidence from a Field Experiment’

By RO’EE LEvY*

Matthew Desmond,* Andrew V. Papachristos,’

and David S. Kirk®

Abstract

High-profile cases of police violence—disproportionately experig
present a serious threat to public safety if they lower citizen

interrupted time series design, this study analyzes how one of Mi
cases of police violence against an unarmed black man, the beat
police-related 911 calls. Controlling for crime, prior call patterns,
characteristics, we find that residents of Milwaukee’s neighborho
black neighborhoods, were far less likely to report crime after Jug
The effect lasted for over a year and resulted in a total net loss of
for service. Other local and national cases of police violence again|
had a significant impact on citizen crime reporting in Milwauk
powerfully suppress one of the most basic forms of civic engagem

of personal and public safety.

Keywords

crime reporting, police, police violence, race, crime, inner city

High-profile cases of police violence against
unarmed citizens can undermine the legiti-
macy of legal authority. Numerous studies
document stark racial disparities in police
maltreatment, finding that black boys and
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Do Politicians Racially Discriminate Against
Constituents? A Field Experiment on State Legislators

Daniel M. Butler vale University
David E. Broockman VYale University

We use a field experiment to investigate whether race affects how responsive state legislators are to requests for help with
registering to vote. In an email sent to each legislator, we randomized whether a putatively black or white alias was used
and whether the email signaled the sender’s partisan preference. Overall, we find that putatively black requests receive fewer
replies. We explore two potential explanations for this discrimination: strategic partisan behavior and the legislators’ own
race. We find that the putatively black alias continues to be differentially treated even when the emails signal partisanship,
indicating that strategic considerations cannot completely explain the observed differential treatment. Further analysis
reveals that white legislators of both parties exhibit similar levels of discrimination against the black alias. Minority
legislators do the opposite, responding more frequently to the black alias. Implications for the study of race and politics in

the United States are discussed.

defining characteristics of a democracy (Dahl

1956; Verba 2003). In the past, American democ-
racy has consistently failed to live up to the standard
of political equality, especially with regard to its treat-
ment of racial minorities. Despite progress made in the
latter half of the twentieth century, many researchers ar-
gue that racial minorities continue to be politically dis-
advantaged and underrepresented relative to their white
counterparts (e.g., Fraga 1992; Hajnal 2009). In contrast,
other researchers have suggested that racial discrimina-
tion against blacks in the political sphere may no longer be
a concern in the United States (for review, see Hajnal 2009,
39), with some going as far as to argue that blacks and
other minorities are in fact overprivileged in the political
sphere (Chavez 1992; Thernstrom 1987). More broadly,
especially in the wake of Barack Obama'’s election, many
Americans have come to share the view that full equality
for hladke hae arrived or ic due ta arrive conn

P olitical equality is considered to be one of the

In recent years, political and judicial decision makers
have also sought to appraise America’s progress towards
racial equality. Although the United States Supreme Court
decided not to rule on the constitutionality of the Voting
Rights Act in the case Northwest Austin Municipal Utility
District Number One v. Holder in 2009, it signaled that de-
termining whether the Act is still needed is an important
question. Chief Justice Roberts wrote in the 8—1 decision
that “We are now a very different nation,” going on to
characterize whether “conditions” today have sufficiently
improved to warrant striking down the Voting Rights Act
as “a difficult constitutional question.” As the New York
Times reported, such language “suggest(s| that the court
[is] steeling itself to make a major pronouncement about
the role of race in American democracy.”

Because there remains significant uncertainty about
whether the political system remains biased against mi-
norities, we conducted a field experiment in October 2008
tmvahrnino 4 R0 11 S ctate legiclatore to teet whether race

Does the consumption of ideologically congruent news on social
media exacerbate polarization? I estimate the effects of social media
news exposure by conducting a large field experiment randomly
offering particinants subscrintions tao conservative or liberal news
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TRUST IN SCIENCE

Hundreds of thousands of scientists
took to streets around the world in April.
“We need science because science tells

: REAL FACTSMATTER | e et

participated in one of the March for
Science rallies told me. | really wish this
were true. Sadly, much evidence
suggests otherwise.

Kirchherr, J. (2017, June 6). Why we can’t trust academic journals to tell the truth. The Guardian.
https://www.theguardian.com/higher-education-network/2017/jun/06/why-we-cant-trust-academic-journals-to-tell-the-

scientific-truth



https://www.theguardian.com/higher-education-network/2017/jun/06/why-we-cant-trust-academic-journals-to-tell-the-scientific-truth:~:text=Academic%20journals%20don't%20select,publish%20on%20scientific%20rigour%20alone.&text=Another%20study%20found%20that%20at,of%20economics%20papers%20(pdf).

Communicating Policy-Relevant Science

James N. Diruckman, Narhwerem nfersiy

overnment exisis, in part, to provide public grods
bt otheraise would ool be peoerated by the mar-
ket (Taylor 1o87). [t does so by making laws and
alloating resources that ostensiby berter the lves
of anzens. In =0 doing, legtslators and other gov-
ernment oificials can draw on any inlormation of lapul they
prefer—nothing requires them o turn to sclence or even to cli-
Zens. Yet, i is clear that both science and ciizens play a robe. The
former Is apparent from the invesiment that governmenis arpund

science can be communicated more effectively to lawmakers and
e public.?

NDTVIDUAL OPTNION FORMATION AND DECISION MAKING
This section hghlights four common feanires of Infonmanion
processing that are necessary Lo acknowledge i one bopes 1o use
schence to shape opinions and decisions.

Vahses and Information

TRUST &
TRANSPARENCY

When communicating scientific results, priming the attributes of
science—as a transparent, replicable, and systematic process—
can enhance credibility and persuasion.

nas/misston). The latter purpose —that 15, that clttzens Impact
public policy—has been demonsirated by an extensive body
of scholarship that reveals policy shifts in direct response
Lo changing diizens’ preterences (lor a detailed review, see
Shapiro 2om).

What remains anclear, however, is how sdentiiic research
Influences pollcy by either directly affecting legislative dect-
sons andfor indirectly shapiog cditzens’ preferences 1o which
legislators respond. To what extent does "sclence Inform the
policy-making process?™ (Uhlenbrock, Landsu, and Hankin 2oy,
04). This article does not explore the direct impact of sclence on
policy. lonstead, the foous is on 3 prior question of how science
can best be communicated to policy makers and dittzens. This is a
challenging task; as Lupta states: *[s]octal scientisis often fadl o
communicate how such work benefits soctety...Soclal sclentists
are ool atinedy tradned o effectively communicate the valse
of their technical findings" (Lupia zo14b, 7). The same 15 frue of
physical scientists who often are *learful of treading into the con-
tested terrain at all* {Uhlenbrock, Landan, and Hankin 2014, gé,
duing Opennbeimer 2000). These apparent Galares, in turn, have
caused lawmakers to question the value of sodal sclence funding
(Lunpa 2014l 1)

The approach 15 twofold. First, | discuss basic realities of
how individuals form amitudes and make decisions, 1 do not
delve Into the detalls of information processing; however,
I higrhlight key factors that are critical o understand if one
hopes to effectively communicate science. Second, given how
humans oo opiokens and make decisions, | discuss ways that

5B PS5 . Special lssue 2o

& American Political Scence Association, zoag

inlorming us aboul what values people bring W a deciston and
how the decision process iself Gacilitates or iInipades conparaion
or conibict.™+

Sclence, then, enters into play when It comes to the second
basts on which individuals form opinions and make declstons: sci-
ence ks Information or facts that people use to arrive at antides
and bebaviors. In fomming opindons and making dedsions, clii-
7ens use a st of facts or information that always can be expanded.
Unjurlunall_'l:r, this often has led social schentists o cribdze ci-
Izens for naot being sufficdently informed labeling them cogmi
tve misers and satishcers or clatming that they rely on "shortoots
and hearistics™ instead a large store of Information. TTowever, the
reabity 15 that fadlure to be “fully nformed should not be per-
celved a5 a shortfall bur rather as 3 hasic reality. This 15 true for
clifzens (Lupla and McCobbins 1gg8; Sniderman, Chubb, and
agen 1941]) and lawmakers [e.g., Kingdon 1977). As Schattsch
netider {1960, 133-2; Malics in the onygrinal) apily explatned:

m Jabady kraws ensuph to run government. Presidents, senators,
poreernons, judpes, professors, doctors of philosophy, editors, and
the like are only a Biile less ipnomant than ihe rest of us... The whole
theory of knowlodie unsderying thise concepts of demacracy is
Falze—it proves too much. It proves not only that democracy is
impossibbe it proves egually thar life msell is impessible. Bvorybody
has to sccommuodate himsell io the Geot that he deals daily with an
imeridibibe B ber of mattens shoul which e knows very lime This
is true ol all aspecis of Tife, mot merely politics. The compulsion o
koo vyt a3 the focd Do insaRicy,

donamyfiungnoginisoongs

Druckman, J. (2015). Communicating Policy-Relevant Science. PS:
Political Science & Politics, 48(S1), 58-69.
http://d0i:10.1017/S1049096515000438



http://doi:10.1017/S1049096515000438

Wl ANNUAL
I8 REVIEWS

Annual Review of Political Science

TRANSPARENCY &
REPRODUCIBILITY

Colin Elman,' Diana Kapiszewski,” and Arthur Lupia®

!Deparmem of Political Scdence, Syraaee University, Syracuse, Mew York 13502, U5A;
email: celmaniyr odn

Making research transparent involves clearly indicating what

Information was gathered, how the information was gathered, how
data were generated from that information, and how those data were
analyzed.

:;l::;ff"i-ﬂrﬁﬂﬂ-l s e Political scientists wse diverse methods w sdy important wopics, The fud El man, C ., Kap | SzZews k' , D. , & Lu p | aA. (20 1 8) . Trans pare nt

ings they reach and conclusions they draw can have significant social implica
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Chick here o view this ariide's of pracrices snggess thar sharing more dara and providing more informarion
wilire lealures:

ahom our analytic and imerpretive choices can help others undersiand the
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created by, and difficulies posed by, atempas w increase ransparency. We
conclude that, despite the challenges, consensus abour the value and pracice
of ransparency is emerging within and scross poliocal science’s diverse and
dynamic research communies.
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CURATION & REPRODUCIBILITY

FILE

REVIEW -
DATA

REVIEW

DOCUMENATION
REVIEW

CODE
REVIEW

Peer, L., Green, A., & Stephenson, E. (2014). Committing to Data Quality Review. International Journal of Digital Curation, 9(1). https://doi.org/10.2218/ijdc.v9i1.317
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Curation problem: Privacy issues

o Dataset contains variables that include information that could potentially
identify study participants

o SOLUTION: Apply de-identification techniques to remove disclosure risk OR store
dataset file in a secure location with protocols for secure data access in place.

Skills:
o Data curation
o Data management
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Curation problem: Documentation

¢ Inconsistent value labels: The values for the variable, "consent," are 1 and 2
In the dataset but 0 and 1 in the codebook.

0 SOLUTION: Update the codebook.

Skills
o Data curation
e Data management
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Curation problem: Error in variable operation

o Manuscript defines obese as BMI >28, but code defines obese as BMI>= 28
0o SOLUTION: Update the code or manuscript, whichever is incorrect (per author).

Skills:
e Research methods
o Statistical software & programming experience
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Curation problem: Output discrepancy

e R code produces a different result: Figure 1 in the preprint includes a
dashed line, but the codes produce a solid green line.

o SOLUTION: Update the code, or add a comment (per author).

Skills:

o Statistical software & programming experience
e Resources for troubleshooting
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Curation problem: Messy code

e Code is inefficient: First line creates a variable SFA; the succeeding IF
statements are not necessatry.

D SOLUTION: —I—idy up the Code. iEf“AS:MzifiiTNt;e:S:‘!;;;ljl;*- SSST1_N + SSARL N + SSDA1l_N + SSLG1l_N;

if SSPM1_N=. then SFA=.;
if S8SST1_N=. then SFA=.;
if SSAR1_N=. then SFA=.;
if sSSDAl_N=. then SFA=.;

Skills:
e Research methods
o Statistical software & programming experience
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PERSPECTIVE/OPINION

Quality Uncertainty Erodes Trust in Science

Siminz Vazire

CURATION, TRUST, AND IMPACT:
MAKING SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH
TRANSPARENT & REPRODUCIBLE

When consumers of science (readers and reviewsrs) lack relevant details sbout the study design. data,
ard anzlyses, they canmot adequately evaluate the strength of a scientific study. Lack of transparency
= common in science, and ks encouraged by journals that place more emphasis on the assthetic appesl of
3 manuscript than the robustness of its scientific claims. In doing this, journzls are implicithy emcourag-
ng suthors to do whatever it takes to obizin eye-catching results. To achieve this, ressarchers can uss
comman ressarch practices thet beautify results =t the expense of the robustness of those results (23,

Without high levels of transparency In scientific publications,
consumers of scientific manuscripts are in a similar position as buyers
of used cars — they cannot reliably tell the difference between lemons
and high quality findings.

oo

; market, consumers must evaluate the guality of
products and dacde their willingness to pay based on
their evaluation. In sdence. consumers of new scentific
findings must likewise evaluate the strength of the find-
ings and decide thelr willingness to put stock in them. In
both kinds of marketz, the inability to make informed and
accurate evaluation:z of guality {ie. quality uncertainty}
leads to 2 lower and lower willingness to put stock in any
product — a lack of trust in the market itself. When thers
ara asymmetries in the information that the saller and the
buyer have._the buyers cannot be certain about the quality
of the products. leading to quality uncertainty.

In science, quality uncartinty threatens people s ability
to have confidence in findings and build an tham. Here |
argue thar the lack of transparency in science has led o
quality uncertainty, and that this threatens to erode ust
in science. The solution is to require greater ransparency
in zdentific reporting, which will increase the certainty
with which quality can be evaluated, and restore trust in
ICENCE.

economist George Akerlof illustrates this dynamic with the
used car market. In this market, the ssller has much more

informatien than the buyer, making the buyer uncerwin
about the quality of any individual car, and thus unwill

ing to pay much for uzed cars. At exireme levels of qualicy

uncertainty, the result iz that no one iz willing to buy a used
car at any price — paople losa dll trust in the market.

There iz a parallel with scientific products. In this case,
the product is the manuscript or journal artice, the sellar
iz the author, and the buyer can be the joumnal aditor,
raviewers, or readers of the article — anyone who is choos-
ing whether or not to buy the findin source of qual-
ity uncertainty in this market is that the authors know
much more about what went into the article than do the

potental buyers. There is aitical informaton that only

hors know, including: {1} what the raw data look
like. (2} what the authors" original intentions and predic-
tions were, | 3) how many studies were attempted and how
many unsuccessful studies were axcluded from the man-
uscript, and (4} how many analyses were attempted and
what modifications were made befora the authers setded
on the analyses presented in the manuscript.

VEIZ 11Chy ] D 156N ALY BYER, S

Simine Vazire; Quality Uncertainty Erodes Trust in Science. Collabra:
Psychology 1 January 2017; 3 (1): 1.
https://doi.org/10.1525/collabra.74
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