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UNDERSTANDING & IMPROVING 

THE SUSTAINABILITY OF AGRO-ECOLOGICAL 

FARMING SYSTEMS IN THE EU 

The Agro-ecological Knowledge Hub:
a project legacy from UNISECO



UNISECO Agro-ecological Knowledge Hub - Concept

• launched in November 2018

• integrated into the project 

website

• dissemination and exploitation 

elements and functions, including

• spatially explicit interactive 

online tool SESSIT

• methodological handbook

• providing a platform for continued 

knowledge sharing and capacity 

building as a project legacy
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UNISECO Agro-ecological Knowledge Hub - Concept

• communication and exchange of knowledge with project 

actors and stakeholders;

• integration of awareness-raising, direct participation and 

skills development for the needs of each audience type as 

appropriate; 

• the engagement of actors throughout the value chain during 

the project lifetime and beyond
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UNISECO Agro-ecological Knowledge Hub – Aims

• create stakeholder awareness of the case studies;

• disseminate success stories and promoting the adoption of 

agro-ecological approaches

• utilise synergies with, or build on, other existing knowledge 

sharing platforms (e.g. FAO);

• develop networks of practitioners for improving the

sustainability of farming systems; 

• create the basis for a significant legacy of project outcomes; 

• add value, lever resources and promote project innovations 

amongst stakeholder communities in the agri-food system
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UNISECO Agro-ecological Knowledge Hub: Target audiences
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Public-private businesses and agri-food value chain actors: 

- to identify opportunities for investment and job creation using 

agro-ecological approaches: Farmers and agri-food system

NGOs, civic organisations, local community representatives, 

local citizens and community groups:

- to participate in knowledge sharing activities, identify 

opportunities for UNISECO to address local issues, and co-

construct local implementation NGOs, civic organisations, local 

community

Everybody is a Consumer: 

- to show how the outcomes are relevant to people’s everyday 

lives – UNISECO aims to bring added value at EU societal level

- layman’s interpretation of the topic and project results



UNISECO Agro-ecological Knowledge Hub: Target audiences

.
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Local, regional and national governments, policy-makers, 
regulatory and managing authorities, regional enterprise and 
planning authorities and technical staff - to participate in 
scenario and knowledge sharing activities: Governments and 
Administrations

EC and its agencies, international bodies and government 
representatives - tailoring findings for the design of measures in 
EU/national policies and mechanisms post-2020 – UNISECO 
needs to bring added value at EU policy level

Science and Innovation: disciplines related to improving the 
sustainability of agro-ecological farming systems  to
- exploit research synergies
- respond to practice needs and policy



Agro-ecological Knowledge Hub prototype development:
Entry points by target audiences

.
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• a library of insights and practical tools produced by the H2020 UNISECO research project 
• to help all spheres of society interested in, practicing or building policies for farming and 

rural development 
• to find what they need to contribute to a more sustainable agriculture and food system



Agro-ecological Knowledge Hub prototype development:
Some examples of subpages

.
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Agro-ecological Knowledge Hub prototype development:
Some examples of subpages

.
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Agro-ecological Knowledge Hub prototype development
Example of NGOs, Civic organisations, Local Community subpages
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Agro-ecological Knowledge Hub prototype development
Example of Consumers subpages

.
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UNISECO Agro-ecological Knowledge Hub
Exploitation steps 1.

• 1.5 months more to work on the Knowledge Hub until the project ends

• This project and Knowledge Hub has 

• brought together valuable grey, peer-reviewed and other literature outputs 

• looked out through the Multi-Actor Platforms to what is available on the 
ground – bringing in many practical issues through our storymaps and SESSIT

• Not only a dissemination tool but also an output of the project we want to exploit 

• We have started this kind of exploitation with transferring SESSIT to GLOBIL WWF 
– for longer term availability and further development

• We see similar longevity and expansion of the Knowledge Hub

• We are proactive with key actors who could have a role in this

• including consortium partners e.g. ELO

• We are also seeking for other current opportunities to integrate external 
knowledge with clear indication of the source
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UNISECO Agro-ecological Knowledge Hub
Exploitation steps 2.

• we are aiming for ensuring forward relevance

• Not just summarizes project results but also intends to open it up for 

integrating further knowledge for exploitation

• Explore possibilities to feed into and link up with the Agro-ecological 

Partnership CSA network building projects→could be further elaborated 

in the context of the preparation of the partnership

• Our approach and strategy: to provide an initiative to act as a Hub: an

exploitation platform for future research projects and involving external 

actors for practice and policy.

• We plan to run an additional webinar in mid-end April, that will specifically 

focus on the Knowledge Hub and the Methodological Handbook.
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UNISECO Agro-ecological Knowledge Hub
Your comments?

We are awaiting for your comments on 

• What you would like to see at the Knowledge Hub?

• Any new sections? 

• Would you like to get your activity included here?

in the Session chat

• You can provide us with link(s) to your project level source of information
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uniseco-project.eu
agroecology-knowledgehub.eu
agroecologyknowledgehub.eu

Agro-ecological Knowledge Hub
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