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Pesentation outline

• Dataset search – research challenge

• CESSDA as a great search tool

• A practical example

• Conclusion



Research process – Dataset search

Phase 1 • Concepcion

Phase 2 • Elaboration of the
research plan

Phase 3 • Empirical phase

Phase 4 • Analytic phase

Phase 5 • Dissemination

‘’If I have one hour for solving the problem on wich my life 

depends, than I will devote 40 minutes to study the problem, 

15 minutes to analyse it, and only 5 minute to solve it.’’

Albert Einstein (1879 - 1955)  

 Open Data

 Safegarded Data

 Controlled data



Research process – Dataset search

Phase 1 • Concepcion

Phase 2 • Elaboration of the
research plan

Phase 3 • Empirical phase

Phase 4 • Analytic phase

Phase 5 • Dissemination

Looking for the right dataset/s



The BIG question: Where is my dataset?
Scenario A

I know exactly where

the dataset is and how

to get access to it



The BIG question: Where is my dataset?

Scenario B

I have no idea where

my dataset is and how

to get access to it



Scenario 
B

Scenario 
A

The BIG question: Where is my dataset?



CESSDA as a great search tool

CESSDA: Consortium of European Social 

Science Data Archives

It allows to explore different data catalogues through a 

single search

It provides a general overview of the dataset

It links similar research and published work

CESSDA is an open and free tool 

It presents a very intuitive and friendly interface

It provids several information of research datasets in 

different research context including, social sciences, 

health sciences, and humanities data.



A practical example… 
https://www.cessda.eu/content/search



A practical example… 



A practical example



A practical example



Conclusion

It is often very difficult to find the proper dataset

CESSDA can help to find the dataset that suits the most with a given 

research purpose

CESSDA allows to explore different data catalogues through single 

searches across different countries

CESSDA contains several information which help to identify the most 

appropriate dataset 

CESSDA is easily accessible and its interface is very simple 

and intuitive



Email: m.girardi@essex.ac.uk
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UK Data Archive, University of Essex 
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Main purpose: facilitate data discovery and support data reuse

CESSDA Data Catalogue today 

Over 30.000 descriptions of research datasets

Social sciences, health sciences, some humanities data e.g. historical data.

Metadata provided by CESSDA’s national service providers in 15 European countries

CESSDA Data Catalogue



New version recently published: datacatalogue.cessda.eu

Changes include: 

Changes under the hood

Improved filters

More information about vocabularies used

Bolding of search terms

Clickable keywords

Label changes

New version











Reuse is not restricted to the same scientific discipline as the original study

Data from one Finnish longitudinal series have been reused for over 20 different scientific fields   

→ topical search rather than discipline-based

Facilitates interdisciplinary research

Research datasets have no home





Methodological information in dataset overview
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No direct download in CESSDA catalogue, access to data through ‘Access data’ link
Metadata standardisation across organisations although all use DDI documentation 
standard
Metadata language may be different from data file language

Data included in country filter only if ISO code in metadata
Hope more and more service providers will start using the code. 

Otherwise filter messy with different languages and variation in country names e.g. 
(the) U.S., (the) U.S.A, (the) United States, (the) United States of America

Not all service providers use the same vocabularies.

Biggest challenges



Information on associated publications

Dataset citation information

Sorting by publication date to get most recently published on relevant subject

Allow users to narrow searches to open data only

API by the end of the 2021

More metadata providers, also non-CESSDA ones 

Future goals



https://vocabularies.cessda.eu/

Controlled vocabulary discovery and download service. Also contains editor for creating, 
maintaining and translating vocabularies. Tool created by CESSDA.

Language versions of each vocabulary vary between 1-11. More languages welcome, 
can be provided by non-CESSDA organisations.

Useful for researchers as well for describing their data or translating the description

Useful for organisations for harmonising research data descriptions

With rest APIs:  https://vocabularies.cessda.eu/api-docs

Vocabularies have CC-BY 4.0 license

CESSDA Vocabulary Service

https://vocabularies.cessda.eu/
https://vocabularies.cessda.eu/api-docs








European Language Social Science Thesaurus

Created and maintained by CESSDA: https://elsst.cessda.eu/

Over 3,000 concepts, many with definitions

Translated into 14 languages: Danish, Dutch, Czech, English, Finnish, French, German, 
Greek, Lithuanian, Norwegian, Romanian, Slovenian, Spanish, and Swedish.

Multilingual ELSST thesaurus

https://elsst.cessda.eu/


VocBench3 used as Editor, SKOSMOS as browsing tool. Both open source tools.

ELSST is licensed under CC-BY-SA 4.0

SKOSMOS provides read-only rest API: https://thesauri.cessda.eu/swagger-ui/index.html

Browse for relevant terms to use in search in data catalogue

Organisations that are looking for a thesaurus for keywords to describe their data

ELSST: technical and license

https://thesauri.cessda.eu/swagger-ui/index.html
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