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Agenda
• Situating my interests and my biases 
• Share some lessons learned about the limits and 

potentials of ”open science/ open research” 
• Current concerns mostly on “technicality” and “standards”
• Not sufficient attention to the political economy of 

knowledge

• The World I like to see and some actions to take 
• The need for open infrastructure and governance that 

enable epistemic diversity 
• Knowledge production is always political and never far from 

the broader questions of equity and sustainability 
• Local and global collective endeavour built on solidarity and 

cooperation, instead of individualism and competition



Situating my 
biases 



Unequal contribution and participation in Knowledge Production

Chan L, Kirsop B, Arunachalam S (2011) Towards Open and Equitable Access to Research and Knowledge for Development. PLoS 
Med 8(3): e1001016. doi:10.1371/journal.pmed.1001016
http://127.0.0.1:8081/plosmedicine/article?id=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pmed.1001016

http://127.0.0.1:8081/plosmedicine/article?id=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pmed.1001016






http://bioline.org.br

http://bioline.org.br/


Dr. James Tumwine. Professor of 
Pediatrics and Child Health. Founder and 
Editor in Chief of African Health Sciences, 
Makerere University and Kabbalah 
University, Uganda

https://knowledgeequitylab.ca/podcast/

Health Equity and Knowledge Production: African Health Sciences

https://knowledgeequitylab.ca/podcast/


Early assumptions
• Network is flat
• Open Access is key
• Participation is democratized and non-market driven
• Knowledge as a public good
• Scaling up is desirable and easy
• N-S and S-S flow of knowledge 



Lessons thus far
• Digital Networks replicate and reinforce existing 

hierarchies 
• Infrastructure is never neutral 
• Concentration of Power 
• Governance is opaque and non-transparent 
• “Code is Law”
• Access is not enough
• The need to understand structural and institutional 

inequities built on racial and colonial practices 



Intersecting dimensions of Openness

Openness to Publications and 
Data

Openness to Society

Openness to Excluded 
Knowledges

https://www.idrc.ca/en/book/contextualizing-openness-
situating-open-science http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3946773

https://www.idrc.ca/en/book/contextualizing-openness-situating-open-science
http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3946773


• 12 projects from Latin America, Middle East, Africa and Asia

• Critical approach to Open Science

• Key output: Open and Collaborative Science in Development 
Manifesto

https://ocsdnet.org/manifesto/open-science-manifesto/


Situated Openness

“openness” is not a binary condition, but is highly 
situational, contingent, and dependent on the 
positionality, privilege and contexts of the knowledge 
makers 

(See the works of feminist philosophers of science Donna 
Haraway, Sandra Harding, Patricia Hill Collins and more)



Inclusive Research
Infrastructures

For full paper:
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-
01816808

“tools, platforms, networks and other 
socio-technical mechanisms that 

deliberately allow for multiple forms 
of participation amongst a diverse set 

of actors, and which purposefully 
acknowledge and seek to redress 

inequities in a given context”

(Okune et al. 2018)



https://books.openedition.org/oep/9068

An Enclosed System of Knowledge Production

https://books.openedition.org/oep/9068


“We need to acknowledge that the dominant knowledge 
practices and institutions have been structured and 
implemented in such a way as to simultaneously 
privilege certain epistemic situated values (such as 
universality, objectivity and truth) while being unjust or 
dismissive with regard to other, more relational and 
complex modes of knowledge”

http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3946773

http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3946773


Community-Research Mutuality
Science with community

A sense of solidarity but even beyond that… acknowledging 
the mutual labour and co-construction of knowledges

the sharing of feeling / action / relationship between two 
or more parties (and particularly between “researchers” 
and communities)



What is Science?

• Discovery of relations or interactions
• Connect clusters of knowledge through systematic 

reflection and conceptualization
• Understand the processes and phenomena that occur in 

nature and society

UNESCO’s 2017 Recommendation on Science and Scientific 
Researchers

https://en.ccunesco.ca/-/media/Files/Unesco/OurThemes/EncouragingInnovation/IdeaLab/ReflectionPaperMicheleStanton-Jean.pdf


Who is science by?

Arjun Appadurai (2006) The right to research, Globalisation, Societies and
Education, 4:2, 167-177, DOI: 10.1080/14767720600750696 

•Who is a “scientist”?
•The Rights to Research 



“right to the tools through which any citizen can 
systematically increase that stock of knowledge 
which they consider most vital to their survival 
as human beings and to their claims as citizens.”

The Right to Research

Arjun Appadurai (2006) The right to research, Globalisation, Societies and
Education, 4:2, 167-177, DOI: 10.1080/14767720600750696 



• Science as a public good
• Science for and WITH communities
• Local and global  

Who is Science for?



Limitation of a monolithic view of science as universal, objective and 
based on causal understandings

Need for structural approaches, analyzing deeply embedded systemic 
and racial  inequities 

COVIC-19: The need for a Social Vaccine  (Baum and Friel 2020)
A life with security
Opportunities that are fair
A planet that is habitable and supports biodiversity
Governance that is just

https://insightplus.mja.com.au/2020/36/covid-19-the-need-for-a-social-vaccine/

A year of Reckonings?

https://insightplus.mja.com.au/2020/36/covid-19-the-need-for-a-social-vaccine/


• Community designed and governed 
infrastructure built on a Pluriversal view of 
science and knowledge

• Expanding the rights of research 
• Transition from an extractive to generative 

models of knowledge production (care 
economy) 

”Social Vaccine” against Knowledge Enclosure?



Thank you!


