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Questions

◻ How to define a protocol for the curation and 
dissemination of speech archives uttered by 
vulnerable people, which appear to have – de jure –
the highest restrictions on their curation and 
dissemination

◻ How to find a balance between the rights of the 
recorded people (and their heirs) and the right of 
information and the preservation of memory



A.M. Bruzzone, Ci chiamavano matti.
Storie da un ospedale psichiatrico,
Torino, Einaudi, 1979

The speech archive of Anna Maria Bruzzone 

(1925-2015)



◻ 36 tapes accompanied by the 
handwritten and the typewritten 
transcriptions of all the interviews 
(37 speakers). 

◻ Different transcriptions showing the 
editing done by Bruzzone in order to 
prepare the interviews for the book 
publication. 

◻ Written documents from mental 
health patients (personal diaries, 
etc.).

❖ Understand and examine the editing carried 
out on each interview from the moment it was 
recorded on tape to its publication in the book, 
through the comparative study of all the 
available documents: the original audio
recording, the first handwritten transcription, 
the typewritten transcription, the edited 
version and, finally, the one published in the 
book.

❖ Associate the oral life stories with the medical 
diagnosis of each patient (preserved in the 
Historical Archive of the Arezzo psychiatric 
hospital), as we managed to recover details of 
each patient recorded in the tape interviews 
(real names rather than pseudonyms).

What we discovered What is now possible to investigate



The handwritten transcriptions



The typewritten transcriptions



Personal diary of a patient with schizophrenia

• P.A.: born in 1916, unmarried, with 
only basic literacy. 

• Hospitalized two times, later on he 
admits himself voluntarily to the 
hospital, under the direction of 
Pirella.

• Personal diary of 323 pages.
• The diary is currently being 

transcribed.



Special categories of personal data

◻ Human voice is 
considered biometric 
data (González-Rodríguez et. 

al. 2008; Jain et. al. 2004).

◻ Health data

Speech archives
Speech archives with vulnerable 

subjects

Biometric and health data both belong to the special categories of 
data (sensitive or delicate data).



The challenge

◻ How to strike a fair balance between research, 
dissemination and protection of privacy

Two socially relevant topics: 

• the protection of personal data 

• the transmission of knowledge and freedom of 
research.



◻ The GDPR does not apply to 
the personal data of 
deceased individuals (Recital 
27).

◻ The GDPR also does not 
apply to anonymous data    (= 
the natural person is not 
identifiable (Recital 26)). 

◻ Right-holders (e.g. 
relatives)

◻ Anonymisation may not 
correspond to the needs and 
scope of historical research 
(historians are interested in 
“names and faces”). 

Any solution? But…



The ‘legal chain’ for the re-use of the Archive

◻ Identification of the real names of the patients and their matching with the 
pseudonyms, as attested in the volume (Bruzzone 1979). 

◻ Go back to the interviewees, also engaging the network of all the people –
physicians, nurses, social workers, ordinary citizens – involved in the recent 
history of the Psychiatric hospital. 



Acquiring informed explicit consent

◻ The ‘legal chain’ could help to assess the possibility and feasibility 
to obtain detailed and clear informed consents, describing 

🞑 the aims, 

🞑 the scope

🞑 the positive spill-over effects of the dissemination of such an oral archive.

◻ If the consent form will be obtained by the right-holders, the oral 
archive could be finally enjoyed by the research communities and 
the entire civil society. 
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