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ABSTRACT

In Standard spoken English, unstressing reduces otherwise strong
vowels to the weak schwa sound / @ / or / 1 / and also makes a syllabic
consonant the peak of an unstressed syllable, This work set out to test the
quality and duration of vowels and syllables found in unstressed positions
of words and word groups in Educated Yoruba English. It also attempted
the description of the rhythm of Educated Yoruba English that has been
hypothetically observed to be markedly different from that of Standard
English.

The data for this investigation were gathered from three hundred
educated Yoruba Nigerian users of English as a second language who had
acquired higher education but had not been exposed to English in any first
language setting. The data were subjected to perceptual and acoustic

analyses. The perceptual analysis derived a generalization based on

occurrence counting of the different sounds used in the place of / a for / 1/

and converting them to simple percentages. The highest percentage for the

!

variants of each sound was taken as norm. To corroborate the findings froi
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Mmﬂ analysis, the acoustic analysis was undertaken with a PC based
speech analysis system that displays sound waveforms to a resolution of 48
KHZ thereby allowing precise measurement of the duration of various
speech sounds. The system also extracts fundamental and formant
frequencies based on the Fast Fourier Transform and Linear Predictive
Coding,

The weak / @ / vowel in polysyllabic and disyllabic words was
cendered as strong vowels by 97.1% and 92.5% of the subjects while 86% and

82 2% rendered the weak / 1/ sound as strong vowels. Appropriately, 83%

uttered strong vowels in the stressed syllables of words that can function as
Nouns/ Adjectives or Verbs while 72.8% inappropriately used strong vowels

in the syllables that should have / @ / as their peaks since they are expected

to be weak. The findings of the perceptual and acoustic analyses confirma

preponderance of strong vowels and a scarce use of the weak vowel Ll

and / 1/ in Educated Yamhamm
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cription for Nigerian English to the previous |
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 The findings of this study contribute immenst
Nigerian English stress and rhythm. Linguists, HPHGW |
 phonologists, applied linguists, sociolinguists, second language 1
'g-mu «s teachers and learners of English as a second language will al

~ benefit from the study.
i
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the acquisition of the English language though a majority of them at
point in history spoke a form of English that was far removed
m the native speakers. This form of English, however, took care of
pragmatic needs. The exposure to English was claimed to have
creased with the abolition of the slave trade in the 1830s. The freed
laves that returned to their origins in Lagos, Badagry and Abeokuta
ere said to have done so with some skills in English which they
nsequently passed on to their families and relations who were eager
learn,

The Mission was also claimed to have had a remarkable role in
the expansion of English in Nigeria since the phase for the formal
‘acquisition of the language through Bchuul.i.ng in Nigeria was initiated
through it. Where the missionaries succeeded in winning converts,
they built schools using English as the medium of instruction. Banjo
(1995) refers to this period as ‘the era of informal colonization’ being a
transitional period for English to cease being a foreign language and

become a second language by playing certain sociological role not
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(1971) posited about 400 languages based on the census conducted in
1963 (see also Gut & Mild®e  2002). Jibril (1982) however posited
about 200, claiming that Bamgbose's figure is exaggerated. Whatever
figure is posited as the number of the languages in Nigeria, a basic fact
of less controversial stand is that Nigeria is a country with numerous
languages and that English performs the functions of a second
language in the country.
1.21 Yoruba

In view of the large number of languages in Nigeria, and the
numerous language groups with their linguistic peculiarities that
make use of English as a second language in Nigeria, educated Yoruba
speakers of English have been selected as the population for current
research.

Yoruba is one of the languages with large numbers of speakers
in Nigeria, It has been observed to have about eighteen million, eight

wndred and fifty thousand (18, 850,000) speakers (Grimes 1996). It is
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2 Yoruba Syllable Structures

Three Syllable structures are possible in Yoruba. These are N

e. syllabic nasals) e.g. /n, m/ as in on bl} (he is coming); V (ie.
owels) as in A j:; (dog); CV (i.e. Consonants and Vowels) as in béf
irop) (Dunstan 1969, Rowland 1969, Pulleyblank 1992). It is therefore
bservable that the syllable structure of Yoruba is relatively simple
hen compared to that of Standard English where several structures
bound due to the possibility of consonant clusters in the language
see Chapter 2).

One of the typical features of thythm in English, which is the
reduction of the vowels that occur in unstressed syllables, is not
ttested in Yoruba where all syllables are rendered with relatively
ual prominence.

1.3.3 Tone Levels in the Yoruba Language
Pike (1948:3) defines as tonal any language ‘having lexically
significant, contrastive, but relative pitch on each syllable’ (Hyman

1975). Therefore, unlike stress, different tones can lexically contrast in

=1

a given phonological environment (Hyman 1975, Gut & Milde 2002).
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should feature among the phonological rules i.e. stress the first vowel

after the initial word boundary of a Hungarian word:

y—" [+Stress] / # #
However in languages with lexical stress such as English, the

assignment of stress to a word is one of the underlying phonological
forms, therefore no rule of stress assignment is required (Hyman 1975,
Kager 1995). There are however some peculiar cases of some bi-
syllabic Noun /Verb and Adjective/Verb pairs in English where the
first syllable is assigned the primary stress in the Noun or Adjective

form and the second in the Verb form. In these instances, English

stress becomes predictable but the fact that these words form a close

system in English makes them not so significant for generalisation.

1.4.3 The Phonetic Correlates of Stress

It has been observed that though speech sounds could be

described in physical or acoustic terms, the phonetic nature of stress
has been found to be highly controversial. Stress has been expressed
by many in the literature reviewed to have no direct physical correlate

.
|
|
|
|
|

b
=
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hat none of the physical correlates associated with stress could be
d in absolute terms. The argument here is that there is more
cue associated with stress and that in most instances, the cues
ine to realize the prominence required on a stressed syllable
] 1982, Giegerich 1992, Kager 1995). Kager (1995:367) further
owledges the mental reality of prominence as an undisputable
\etic correlate of stress but maintained that ‘an unambiguous
stic correlate has not yet been discovered'.
Many linguists have proposed a range of three to four features
= phonetic correlates of stress and the primacy of pitch has been
ossed by many (Fromkin and ‘Rodman 1974, Crutenden
6,Roach 1991, Egbokhare 1994). Fromkin and Rodman (1974) view
e in pitch (usually by raising it), loudness and length as three
snetic features of a stressed syllable.
However, Hyman (1975) opines that while it was long believed
 the primary phonetic cue to stress is intensity (i.e. the energy
ended in producing the stressed syllable), phonetic investigations
‘h as conducted by Fry 1955, Mul Uhlenbeck 1956) have revealed

.
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The four cues identified by Roach are loudness, length, pitch
quality. He opines that the four cues may signal stress or syllables
y be made prominent by means of only one or two of them. He,
wever, notes that loudness has been discovered through
xperimental research to have much less effect while pitch produces
e strongest effects followed closely by length.

Egbokhare (1994) proposes a hierarchy of these cues which

isteners employ to identify stress on a syllable as abstracted from the
vestigations of Fry (1955) and Bolinger (1958). These in the order of

their importance are pitch modulation, duration, intensity and
segmental quality. He notes that what signals stress is not necessarily

increased pitch but pitch modulation.
Of high relevance to the present study is the perception of

duration as an important correlate of stress. Gut and Milde (2002)

observe that recent measurements of the acoustic correlates of speech

rhythm are based on durational cues (see also Ramus etal. 1999,

Gibbon and Gut 2001, Grabe and Low 2001). Vowel lengthening,
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vowel weakening, phoneme elision and consonant change are

therefore expected where duration is viewed as a correlate of stress.

1.5 Rhythm
Wales (1989) claims that the word ‘rhythm’ derives from the

Greek word ‘rhuthmos’ which means ‘flow’ and that in phonetics and
prosody, it is generally described as the pattern of accented and
unaccented or unstressed syllables in a language (see also Quirk and
Greenbaum 1987). According to Gut and Milde (2002:1) speech
thythm was understood to be a periodic recurrence of events, Some
linguists consider rhythm as a characteristic of stress-timed languages.
However, from a wider and more acceptable perspective, Giegerich
(1992:258) claims that all speech sounds if delivered fluently without
hesitation or interruption are said to have rhythm which may be
syllable-timed or stress-timed. When a language is syllable-timed, the
syllables tend to recur at isochronous intervals. For stress-timed

languages, the intervals between stressed syllables tend to be

P
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suld be classified as stress-timed while a tonal language such as

foruba could be classified as syllable-timed( see Dunstan 1969,

),connor 1984, Gut and Milde 2002), Abercrombie (1967:36) explains

hat with the syllable-timed rhythm, the chest pulses which are the

syllable-producing ~ process supply the periodic recurrence of

ovement, consequently making the syllable recur at equal intervals

time. But with the stress-timed rhythm, the stress-producing

srocess supplies the periodic recurrence of movement, consequently

making the stressed syllables isochronous. The major difference

therefore between syllable-timed rhythm and stress-timed rhythm is

that with the former every syllable will be produced at equal (or
equivalent) intervals of time, while for the latter, the equal (or

equivalent) intervals will be from one stressed syllable to the other,

irrespective of the number of syllables that may be unstressed

Solinger (1981 proposes ancher description for. Englih
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ber of syllables nor the number of stresses but the pattern made in

y section of continuous speech by the mixture of syllables
ining full vowels with syllables containing reduced vowels’
tenden 1986:25). This implies that a full vowel, whether stressed
unstressed, will be taken with other reduced vowels following it to
etermine a thythm unit. This opposes the earlier stress-timed rhythm
iption where all unstressed syllables are taken with the stressed
llable to identify a rhythm unit.

Bolinger's full-vowel timing description which has been
and illustrated by Crutenden (1986) has been proposed by
dofot (2000) as an alternative description for Nigerian English
thm. Therefore as a contribution to the definition of Nigerian

y

glish pronunciation, current research aims at confirming this

ibility and testing the probability of a full-vowel timing

the tendency for most vowels in Nigerian English to be rendered in

strong forms (see also Ufomata 1990, Eka 199, Udofot 2000).
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The Received Pronunciation (RP)
The Received Pronunciation (RP) is the accent of British English

is usually chosen for descriptive and teaching purposes
ecially Second Language teaching). Though more widespread in
don and in the South-Fast of England, it does not belong to a
lar geographical area (Roach 1992). It has been identified as the
yuage of the very educated and it is the language mainly used by

e mass media in ‘prestige broadcasting’. So it is also called "BBC
nunciation’.

This model has been chosen as a standard in the present
sarch because it is used by the educated, devoid of regional
lectal constraints and consistent. The control for the research is a
ton who schooled at the University of London and holds a doctoral
oree. Just one RP speaker is used as the control in this study
cause it is an established fact in the literature of Standard English

it unstressed syllables and vowels are weakened and made obscure.

concern of this study is to establish whether these

LA
| L
-
i
* L]
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The researcher used prepared texts which were read into tapes
> subjects. This was to minimize the possibility of eliciting
ropriate responses that might not include the items the
er intended to investigate. There was also the recording and
sis of spontaneous speech to corroborate the findings from the

g of prepared texts. It also eliminates the possible constraints of

Ing prepared text.

i Subjects

The subjects of this research were drawn from the class of
ucated Yoruba speakers of English. It has been fairly established
hat there are about four hundred and seventy languages in Nigeria
Section 1.2). Yoruba, Igbo and Hausa have the largest population
peakers: Yoruba has about sixteen million, Ighbo about twelve
on while Hausa has about thirteen million speakers (Grimes (ed)
). Due to the large population of Nigeria and the complex

uage system, one of these three major languages provided the

———— :,“‘ﬁ
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we selection of Yoruba English is in the light of the fact that the
1 spoken English cannot be viewed as totally homogeneous
ng the diverse local languages. This calls for a ‘geo-tribal’
on such as intended in this investigation. It also has a large
of educated speakers. Judging by the fact that the
tongue is a factor in language performance, it becomes very
that an educated Nigerian English speech will reflect some
ants of Yoruba pronunciation. It also follows logically that other
or languages that supply the population of Nigerian speakers of
dish will exert some influence too. Consequently, Nigerian spoken
is very likely to have variations or dialects depending on
spheres of influences. Identifying these spheres will make us
fy points of convergence which will define what may rightly
e standard Nigerian English. So far Nigerian English remains to
rmally defined though scholars generally recognize m Ladd
onalities in the spoken English of Nigerians, gonr

il " g

et g L BT oy T |
d

’ = el oy, ST L ;
The Yorube : SeIecied Uy d Pulplalvic
e R : Rl T
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ain degree of homogeneity and to control the intrusion of other
s variables, the subjects were drawn from the educated
oruba speakers of English. Educated Yoruba English (EYE) speakers
s used in this respect refers to Yoruba people who acquired English
s a second language. These are Yoruba who were neither born nor
purtured in the first language setting. had put in about three years of
post secondary school education.

Brosnaham (1969) uses education as a delimiting factor for a
andard to be established. This experimental group also coincides
vith Banjo's Variety 3 on the ‘clines’ he set up for Nigerian English in
elation to intelligibility and social acceptability.

A native British English speaker who attended the University of

ondon and speaks the RP Standard English was used as a control

t whose performance those of the experimental group were
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94 Data Gathering Method

The data for the research was gathered through the process of
ading into tapes prepared texts on the items to be tested. This
sss though useful in controlling the required variables might be
iewed as quite unnatural since subjects were not free to produce
atural speech forms.

This extraneous variable was therefore controlled by designing
e text (to be read) in a manner that the subjects (though reading
yrepared texts) were not conscious of which spoken language features
were being tested. Spontaneous speech was also recorded and
alyzed so as to corroborate the findings from the main data

sathered through the reading of prepared texts.

9.5 Data Analysis Method

The data collected from three hundred subjects as samples for the

ducated Yoruba speakers of English were listened to and consequently
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the items being tested were converted into numbers and a statistical
lculation of the tokens carried out to determine how often a variant occurs,
e generalization was based on counting the number of occurrences of each
ariant, converting them to percentages and the higher percentage taken as
e norm. 2 =

The acoustic analyses aimed at corroborating the findings from
erceptual analysis were done with a PC based sound analysis system
isting of a Pentium 111/1 MHZ Processor, 40 GB of Audio Visual Hard
Jisk and a Full Duplex Multi 1/0 Audio Capture Card. The software
onsists of a suite of sound processing packages including COOL Edit Pro,
Sound Forge and Speech Filing System (SFS). The system displays sound
waveforms to a resolution 48 KHZ in the time domain thereby allowing
srecise measurement of the duration of various speech sounds. It extracts
andamental and formant frequencies based on the Fast Fourier Transform

and Linear Predictive Coding (LPC). It is also capable of displaying

Recent measurements of the acoustic correlates of speech rhythm has

een observed to be based on durational cues (see Ramus and Nespor 1999,
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ibbon and Gut 2001, Grabe & Low 2001, Milde & Gut 2002).This approach
been realized to have succeeded in describing the rhythmic differences
een languages as well as between varieties of one language as is the
with the present investigation.

The durations of the unstressed vowels and syllables of Educated

oruba English (EYE) subjects and the control, measured in milliseconds,

ere plotted graphically into column bars and XY scatter charts. The

umerical data for the formants were also accessed and constructed into XY
scatter charts to establish a difference in the quality of the vowels produced
y the EYE subjects and the control. This was to assist in determining
urational and acoustic values of the various realizations and to establish
ow deviant they were from Standard English.

After having determined the regular pattern of vowel weakening and
nstressed syllable obscuration in Educated Yoruba English, an attempt was
de at describing the rhythm pattern of Nigerian English. Some of the
tterances produced by the EYE subjects were then subjected to a formal

iption based on the application of the metrical theory.
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The theories used in the analysis are metrical theory and full-vowel

ming theory as proposed by Bolinger (1981) and discussed in Crutenden

86). The application of the full vowel timing theory in this investigation is

test the possibility of a full-vowel timing description for educated Yoruba

glish. This description has been proposed for Nigerian English by Udofot
000). It was not found in the vast literature reviewed that Nigerian English
ythm has ever been described as stress timed. This is due to the
sreponderance of strong vowels in opposition to weak vowels which is the
yorm in standard usage (see Jowitt 1991, Ufomata 1990, Eka 1996, Udofot
2000).

The control, though a frame of reference might not be enough proof
or ﬂhsewablé deviation or variation. Other RP sources such as Gimson's
> onunciation Dictionary, Gimson's A Practical Course of English
svonunciation: A Perceptual Approach with the pronunciation cassettes, Peter
2oach’s English Phonetics and Phonology with the pronunciation cassettes, and

YConnor's Better English Pronunciation with the pronunciation cassettes

vere also used as frames of reference.
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6 Limitations and Constraints
This research is limited to educated Yoruba spoken English. Even

ithin educated Yoruba spoken English, it is restricted to the aspect of
ythm and even further narrowed down to the use of vowel weakening and

tressed syllable obscuration and its influence on the rhythm of educated
oruba English, (This however does not imply a total avoidance of the test
the use of strong forms but present research assumes that educated
oruba encounter less difficulty in the use of the strong forms of English
owels).

In the course of the instrumental analysis, the resolution of the
ectrograph display made it a bit difficult to achieve the visual
iscrimination between the control's formants and that of the EYE subjects,

is was, however, taken care of by supplementing the spectrograms with

Geatter charts constructed by accessing the numerical data for the

rmants as read by the computer.
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9.7 Relevance

In recent times, there has been a surge of interest in the
evelopment of world ‘Englishes’. In the light of the fact that Yoruba
glish is a variety of Nigerian English and that several efforts are now
ing made to describe and codify Nigerian English, this work will
ontribute immensely to the description of Nigerian spoken English. It
ill answer some salient questions regarding how it differs markedly

m Standard English.

It will be of interest to linguists especially those in the areas of
second language acquisition, phonetics, phonology, applied linguistics
and sociolinguistics. It will assist language teachers and learners since it
is aimed at establishing a regular pattern for a ‘geo-tribal” sub-variety of
Nigerian English as well as describing the phonetic activities that account

for the differences between Standard English and Nigerian
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It will be of use for language planners and government in taking
risions concerning how to establish a standard variety, what variety to
ourage and accept especially for teaching and learning purposes,

at to emphasize and what to de-emphasize.

9.8 Definition of Terms

Yowel weakening

lowel weakening is used to refer to the unstressing effect of reducing
stherwise strong vowels to the schwa / e / or / 1/ when they occur in
nstressed syllables.

Obscuration

bscuration in the context of this work refers to the Standard English
ess of making an unstressed syllable as concealed as possible in

ntrast with stressed syllables that are made as prominent as
ossible. This is often achieved by vowel and syllable duration

duction, vowel or consonant elision, vowel reduction etc
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ted Yoruba English

efers to the English language as spoken by Yorubas who were
and nurtured in Yorubaland and who have obtained not less
OND or NCE qualifications.

ol

\ uﬁ:ﬂit&. comparative study, the control as used in this discourse
standard means of confirming and illustrating the established

omena of vowel weakening and unstressed syllable obscuration

andard (RP) English.
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e The syllable is a domain for phonological processes and/or
constraints e.g. pharyngealisation in Arabic and Berber
dialects (see Ali-Ani 1970, Ghazeli 1977 and Hoberman 1987
c.f. Blevins 1995).

e The syllable edge is a locus since there are phonological rules
(such as aspiration and the b-deletion rule in English) that
apply at syllable edges (see also Fromkin and Rodman 1974).

e The syllable is a target structure for language games. For
instance, White (1955) describes a language game in Luvane
where /-ti-/ is suffixed to each syllable of the word (c.f.
Blevins 1995).

e It is widely found in the litefa;cure that the syllable is
identifiable by native intuition.

Roach (1990) opines that the syllable may be described both

honetically and phonologically. It may be described phonetically in

s of how they are produced and how they sound, and

. no 5.:; o 11}" in terms 'Df thE F'DSEIblE Cﬂmbmuﬂm 'Uf phﬂl‘lﬂmi!ﬁ.
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vetically, syllables are usually described as constituting a centre
h has little or no obstruction to airflow and which sounds
paratively loud (i.e. vowels and liquids). Before and after this
re are sounds that are produced with greater obstruction to
flow, which are not as loud as the sound at the centre (i.e.
sonsonants), Roach however recognizes that there is a problem with
he phonetic description of the syllable especially on the matter of
recognizing syllable boundaries in words with consonant clusters e.g.
should ‘extra’ / ekstre / be divided as  /ek+stre /, /[ eksttre / or
tr+e/? Usually, according to Roach, the second or third
sossibilities are chosen but it is not easy to say which of these is the
ect choice.

Phonologically, Roach views the syllable as comprising an
ligatory vowel, which is the nucleus, and two margins, which are
e onset (i.e. the consonant(s) before the nucleus and the coda (i.e. the

nsonants after the nucleus). He however observes as more ‘refined’,

cent works in phonology in which the vowel and the coda (if there is |

1yone) are termed as the rhyme.
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Syllable

s

Onset

Adapted from Roach (1990)

Phonetically, the syllable has been described in terms of
siological properties. It has been described acoustically in terms of
ority and articulatorily in terms of increasing and decreasing

es. There is also the motor theory where each syllable has been

served to correlate to a chest pulse (see Abercrombie 1967).
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The Internal Structure and Weight of the English Syllable

As a prosodic constituent, the syllable is attested in the
ferature to play an important role (Napoli 1996). Agreement s
owever by no means universal on the precise internal structure of the
vllable. Some view the syllable as comprising the segments that
stitute them (e.g. /man/ as /m/, /e/ and /n/) some as
omprising moras, some as constituted by onset, nucleus and coda,
ors as onset and rime which is further divisible into nucleus and
oda (see Blevins 1995).

Napoli (1996) claims that vowels are [+ syllabic] because they
e the nucleus of the syllable while consonants, which either precede
succeed the nucleus as onset or coda, are [-syllabic]. Though a
syllable may have no onset or coda, it must have a nucleus since every
yllable obligatorily has a beat, which is carried by the nucleus (i.e. the

yowel). Blevins (1995) summarizes the various proposals on the

ternal structure of the syllable as follows: 4
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‘ a

 flat structure (ie. no sub-constituents but the segments
mselves as proposed in Anderson (1968), Kahn (1976), Clement and
yser (1983) e.g. /man/ as /m/, /@/ and /n/.

raic Approaches: 0 — ¢ p (i) as proposed in Hyman (1985)
y and Prince (1986), Hayes (1989): Here the syllable (0) is
nposed of consonant(s) or non (C ) and one obligatory mora or in
e case of a bimoraic syllable, more than one (i.e. p (u));

Branching with Body: 0 — body coda; body — onset nucleus as

oposed in McCathy (1979), Venneman (1985) e.g.

Figure 4
0
Bﬂdy\\
Onset Nucleus Coda
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The Syllable and Sonority

The relationship between the syllable and sonority is one that

s been recognized by many scholars (Roach 1991, Blevins 1995,
igho 1996). Blevins (1995) claims that the relationship has been
sognized for a century or more as it is stated by Jespersen (1904) that
each utterance there are as many syllables as there are clear peaks of
nority. It is also observed by Sievers (1881) that in general, between
member of a syllable and the syllable peak, only sounds of higher
nority are permitted. These scholars believe that there are as many
syllables in a word as there are clear peaks of sonority.

According to Steriade (1992), Whitney (1965) formulated the
onority Principle - the idea being that in the optimal syllable, sounds
e arranged in a sequence of first increasing and then decreasing
nority, Steriade therefore views sonority as a scalar property

ing roughly to the degree of vocal tract aperture and to the
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The working sonority scale proposed by Blevins (1995) views the
branches of the nodes as more sonorous than the right branches.
srefore, vowels are more sonorous than consonants and low vowels
. more sonorous than high vowels. Of the [-low] vowels the [-high]
wels are more sonorous than the [+high] vowels. With consonants,
on] are more sonorous than [-son], [-nas] more than [+nas], [+cont]

ore than [-cont] and [+voice] more than [-voice] (See Blevins 1995)

.3 Strong and Weak Syllables

The syllable is very important to a discussion of the rhythm of
plish speech considering the fact that many speakers of English
cide on the syllable units of words by tapping their fingers as they

unt (see Dunstan 1969, O'Connor 1984). A noticeable feature of the
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Consonants and vowels in unstressed syllables are subjected to
or reduction while they get reinforced phonetically in stressed

s, According to Hyman (1975:161) in order to capture these
tural processes’, the concepls of ‘strengthening’ and ‘weakening’
been discussed within the framework of theoretical phonology.
ere is a general tendency for all unstressed vowels in English

lables to shorten and become of lower intensity. Consequently they

vitate towards the weak centralized vowel / @ / or /1/ and

netimes / 0 /, if not to disappear altogether (Wise 1957).

Giegerich (1992) points out the high relevance of the syllable to
iscussion of stress assignment in a stress language such as English.
order to be able to bear stress, a syllable must satisfy certain
uctural requirements. A stressed syllable is often heavy, while an

essed syllable is often light.
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pes and therefore misperceived (by British listeners) as
ing @ mong ‘damsels ( Odlin 1989). Tiffins (1974) also identifies
rences in the intelligibility of Nigerian English which were traced
ress errors and to native language. According to Tiffins, Yoruba
ers of English used in the study displayed more errors in stress
1 the Hausa speakers. This resulted in the inability of the British
to identify what the Yoruba speakers had said.
Some basic characteristics have been identified with stress
jgniment in English. Stress is culminative in the English language.
content word has at least one stressed syllable and even
anosyllabic grammatical words are assigned stress when they occur
solation. English stress is also hierarchical in nature. A prominence
rarchy may occur among multiple stresses. For instance in
ysyllabic or complex words, one syllable among the multiple
ables will be made more prominent than the others (i.e. assigned

| primary stress). Another which will be next in the hierarchy of

=y

vt
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strong vowels to the weak sound schwa in unstressed
fons in English eg. ‘grammar’ / “grema / and ‘grammarian’
smearion/ where the strong vowel /&/ has been reduced to / a/

the stress shifted (Roach 1991, Giegerich 1992, Kager 1995).

1 Word Stress

The study of word stress has been found to address the location
prominent syllables within words as well as the rhythmic,
ositional, quantitative and morphological factors that govern
atterns of syllable prominence (Kager 1995). English stress has been
knowledged to be complex due to the fact that the syllables that are
gsigned stress in English words cannot be predicted arbitrarily as is
e case with certain languages such as French where the last syllables
words are often assigned the stress. Some linguists however still
lieve that a set of rules with exceptions would do better than

ing stress as a property of individual words, each to be learnt

ith its distinct pattern (see Crutenden 1986, Roach 1991).

£1
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Crutenden (1986) notes that languages (such as English), which
ot use stress delimitatively and use it distinctively only to a very
icted extent, may have their word stress predictable but only by a
of complex rules. These rules, which may have many exceptions,
prove a better option than not having rules at all. To Crutenden,
al rule with exceptions is still more economical than listing every
rd with its unique pattern which will therefore imply listing
rything as an exception. Crutenden therefore proposes a set of
s for English word stress depending on the class of the word (i.e.
er the word is a noun, verb, adjective etc.). He also observes
orphological features such as stems, suffixes etc,

Verbs and Adjectives

a) Stress on the penultimate syllable when the final syllable has
a short vowel in an open syllable or is followed by not more
than one consonant e.g. sur ‘render, “polish, as"tonish.

b) Otherwise stress on the final syllable (subject to rule (iii)

below) e.g. main tain, se vere, de fend.
K

L b
..LJ L
S
-
el
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a) If the final syllable has a short vowel, disregard it and apply
rules under (i) above e.g. “elephant, “moment, comp’lexion,

b) 1f the final syllable has a long vowel, it is stressed (subject to
(iii) below) e.g. po lice, ma chine, ca tarrh.

Words of more than two syllables with long final vowels should
be stressed on the antipenultimate syllable e.g. “anecdote,
“fahrenhett, “pedigree.

However, there are apparently a number of exceptions to these
¢ rules of stress assignment in English discussed by Crutenden
B6). Such exceptions include words such as po'sition, “window,
ga roo. He also discusses the influence of suffixes on stress

ent in English, This is attributed to the fact that stressing in.

often involves counting the syllables backward. He ident fed
e types of suffixes, which are:
suffixes that leave the stress on the stem (e.g. ful fil /f
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n /, cor'rect / ko'rekt /. As with the other rules, there are also
s e “honest / ‘onist / and “perfect / “p3:fikt / both end with
_consonants and yet they have the first syllables assigned the
<. Nouns, according to Roach, also have their stress assigned to
first syllable when the second syllable contains a short vowel,

ise the second syllable is assigned the stress e.g. “money

estate /Usteit/, ba'lloon /balun/.  Other two-syllable

ectives are also believed to behave in like manner.
Three-syllable words have been observed to be more complicated.

“the word is a verb and the last syllable contains a short vowel and
is with not more than one consonant, that syllable will be

stressed. The stress will be assigned to the penultimate syllable (i.e.
p preceding syllable) eg. en ‘counter | Iy'kaunta/, de termne

rtammin/. However, if the final syllable contains a long vowel or
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/, it is unstressed. But if the syllable preceding this final syllable
s with more than one consonant, the middle syllable will be
ssed e.g. “potato /pa‘telto /, disaster /drzaste /. When the final
able of a three-syllable word contains a short vowel and the

dle syllable contains a short vowel, and ends with not more than

s consonant, the final as well as the middle syllable is left
stressed and the first syllable is assigned the primary stress e.g.

wantity / “kwontitl /, “cinema / “sinama /. The same rule also applies

p adjectives e.g. opportune / “vpatjuin /, derelict / “deralikt /.

What has been observed from the complex rules proposed by
Crutenden (1986) and Roach (1991) is that ’Ehey could guide as hints to

e complex stress system of English though they possess many
eptions. One is tempted to agree with Roach that it seems better to
sduce some stress rules than to claim that there is no rule or
arity in English word stress. Of high relevance to the present
dy is that Crutenden and Roach (as well as some other linguists)

ee on the influence of syllable weight on stress assignment. Th

R
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lity as well as the quantity of the vowel in the syllable and that of
nant often determines whether a syllable should be stressed
The weightier the rhyme, the higher the tendency for such a

lable to be assigned stress (see also Giegerich 1992).

Sentence Stress

Though word stress rules remain valid when such words occur
sentences, when English words occur as part of a sentence, the

s assigned to the words become gradable. Some one-syllable
ords that are usually stressed when they occur in isolation become
stressed while others have the primary stress they take when in
lation converted to tertiary stress with just one word of the “string’
> the strongest stress. All lexical items of the open classes (such
nouns, adjectives, adverbs and verbs) have an inherent stress

while those of the closed classes (such as pronouns,

Ay - et |
3 2 ealt
1 " . i
INE )] ]
Pall B T o
L]

K
-

b sed (Colson 1982, O'Connor 1984, Crutenden 1
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ese one-syllable closed class words of English referred to

der as grammatical words therefore have more than one
nciation - one strong and the other weak. The following are the
matical words of English in their strong and weak instances of

iation and the environments in which each variant occurs.

Strong and Weak Forms of Standard English Grammatical

Stressed | Unstressed | Contexts of weak
Strong | Weak variants
Forms Forms
ners
a (used only beforea | fel/ /fa/ All weak contexts
pnsonant sound)
" (before vowels) / @n / / an/ Every weak context
/n/ except after /t/ or /d/
Jdi/f /da/ Before consonants
/ 81/ Before vowels

/ssm/ | /sam / All weak contexts

unction s

/@nd/ | /m/ After labials e.g,
/get apmgsv /

After velars e.g,
/n/ /basg 1) baeglds /

,!"End, EI‘I{' Other weak contexts

/Bat/ |/dat/ All weak contexts ]

o
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/ot/ |/ baty | All weak contexts
/ o/ / v/ All weak contexts
/|t Before consonants
/ farf /fa/ Before consonants
/ far," Before vowels
/from/ | /fram/ | All weak contexts
fov/ |/ Before voiceless
consonants
Jav/ All  other  weak
contexts
[bar/ | /ba/ All weak contexts
[et) | [at/ All weak contexts
[ a1/ {a/ All weak contexts
fmi:/ | /ma/ All weak contexts
/mat/ / ma / All weak contexts
/ ju: / /iv/ Before vowels
fia / Before consonants
/hi:/ /1] All  weak mm
except at
beginning of a wﬁ y

group where /hi: /|
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[hz/ |[z/ AII weak contexts
at H.'I!t
begmrﬂﬂs of a word
group where /hiz/ is
/ ha:/ fa/ Al]. “weak contexts
except at the
beginning of a word
group where /h3:/ is
used.
fhm/ | /im/ All weak contexts
/dea/) | daf All weak contexts
/@em/ | /dam/ All weak contexts
7“ s/ / as/ All weak contexts
] Tel/ [/ Jal, )1/ | All weak contexts
[lod/ |/ Jad/ All weak contexts
fwod/ |[/d/ After 1, he, she, we,
you, they
fwad/ Every other weak
context
[wil/ / al/ After vowels and /1/
48 After 1, he, she, we,
/1/
Jmpst/ | / mast /
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/a/ Y, Before consonants
! ar; Befﬂfe vowels
[/ w3/ / wa/ All weak contexts
[woz/ | [/ waz/ All weak contexts
I &) /s/ After /p, t. k £, 0/
/z/ After vowels
voiced consonants
except /z,5,d /
/1z/ Used after / s,z 1,5,
&, 4/
/du:/ / dv / Before vowels
/da/ Before consonants
/doz/ Jdoz/ All weak contexts
fem/ | /m/ After 1
/ am / All  other  weak
contexts
KhEE"?‘:j /E‘Zf A—fterf’slzrjlsiﬁﬂ‘f
f'E Mtﬁ'l'fp,t;krf.rﬂ:f
All other = weak
1z contexts except at the
beginning of a word
group where /hz/
is used.
/heev/ /v/ After 1, we, you, they
All  other contexts
/ov/ except at the
beginning of a word

| where /haev /is used.
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/bi/ / bt/ All weak contexts
/hed/ | /d/ After 1, he, she, we, |
[ od/ they, you

Every other context
except at  the
beginning of a word
group where /had/
is used.

[ken/ | /kon,kn/ | All weak contexts

pted from Wise 1957, O, Connor 1975, Roach 1991)

ould be noted however that though the weak forms are used
these words occur in a group, the strong forms are used in the
wing circumstances:

When that word is emphasized in the utterance e.g. Mary gave
it to her (not him).

Whenever the grammatical word occurs as the last word in the
group e.g. ‘John will'. O,Connor (1984) observes that him, Ius ,
her, us, are exceptions to this second condition because they

weaken in word final positions. e
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i English Rhythm

inglish has been viewed by many linguists as a stress-timed

pe. This implies in the Abercrombian sense that the periodic

e of movement is supplied by the stress pulses. This results

e stressed syllables occurring at regular intervals of time

crombie 1967, Dunstan 1969, O’'Connor 1984, Quirk and

mbaum 1987, Wales 1989, Crystal 1992, Onuigbo 1996).

Wales (1989) claims that the succession of stressed and

ed syllables or words in the stream of English speech

uces a natural, even fairly regular, rhythm, Quirk and
enbaum also opine that except when stress has a contrastive
tion, English connected speech usually has stresses on the open
s itemns and no stresses on the close system words (i.e. grammatical
s) used in the same context. Consequently, the natural rhythm of

lish is seen as providing roughly equal intervals of time between
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s that all the syllables in a rhythm group cannot be compressed
 equal to the next rhythm group in exact timing if there are many
bles involved. He argues further that when compared with the
alled syllable-timed languages, the classification is not so sharp.
\ is because all the evidence suggests that both stresses and the
nber of syllables influence rhythm in all languages but that

articular languages have a tendency to give greater or lesser weight

he stress factor.
Knowles (1974) also argues that viewing English rhythm in

of isochrony in the Abercrombian sense is a misinterpretation of

[ 1]

m because the intervals between accented syllables are ‘more

ivalent than equal’ and isochrony is rarely produced in natural

versational English (c.f. Jibril 1982). Giegerich (1992) also reiterates

view. To him, the dichotomous classification of languages

¥
1108 a

uld be misleading especially in relation to syllable-timing and

ess-timing since some languages of the world have shown the signs

being both syllable-timed and stress-timed e.g. Spanish. e

sws the distinction between syllable-timed langu
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ss-timed languages as scalar rather than dichotomous. To him the

of foot duration in English has been highly controversial in
long history of experimental studies. Despite his reservations,
still views English rhythm as being at least more stress-
ped than syllable-timed. However he views the stress-timing as

> more valid as a perception phenomenon than it is in precise
shysical terms in speech production. |

Bolinger (1981) therefore proposes a different approach to the
iption of English thythm. Rather than view English rhythm as a

t of stress timing, he views it in terms of the patterns made in any
stion of continuous speech by a mixture of syllables containing full
els with syllables containing reduced vowels. With Bolinger's
sory, the basic unit of rhythm is a full ‘vowelled’ syllable together

th any reduced ‘vowelled’ syllables that follow it. Each rhythm’tmﬁ

: .ﬂmergfure contain only one full ‘vowelled’ syllable {c.f..(i'm :

mmden notes that these theories of stress-timing

.I.-r’ﬂ
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od’ syllable following a full ‘vowelled’ syllable “borrows time’
n it so that together they are roughly equal to a full ‘vowelled’
able forming a rhythm unit on its own. He illustrates with the
Jrances:
Those porcupines aren’t dangerous.

¥ FEF F P RER
The wallabies are dangerous.

RFRRR F RR
tess timed isochrony would suggest the same rhythm in both
entences which are each divided into an anacrusis (i.e. the unstressed
llables at the beginning of utterances) and two rhythm groups. Full
wel timing would on the other hand suggest six rhythm units in
> 1 (with the three syllables of ‘dangerous’ constituting one
it) while only two rhythm units are recognized in sentence 2 (one of
pr syllables and one of three).

Crutenden believes full-vowel timing seems to account for the
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erian English exists or not, Bamgbose in an article published in the
Concord of eleventh of July, 1986, proposed that the
should be on the interesting task of specifying
ing and analyzing the forms of this variety (c.f. Jibril 1982).

Mfter this publication, a lot has been done on the task of describing
the Nigerian English in relation to phonology, syntax, lexis and
semantics. Notable scholars in these different fields have come out
different data to support their claims that there exists a variety of
that is Nigerian (see Kujore 1985, Ufomata 1990, Jowitt
991, Banjo 1995). Jowitt claims that there is such an abundance of data
at a sizeable team is needed to collect and catalogue them.

However, what has been observed in the literature reviewed for

present work is that much has been done in the area of lexis,
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R, \merican English has generated (and is still generating) much

 controversy.

' According to Adeniran (1977:228) the first procedural question
*I guist has to answer is which of the varieties of the language
u in the community (in speech, writing or in both ) is to be picked

the standard? He therefore goes on to adopt Robin’s (1964:57)
ition of the standard variety as that “dialect enjoying prestige as

‘the speech of educated people of the capital city or of some other

socially respected group’.

—

 Kachru (1982) identifies ‘four arms of codification’ (i.e. agents of
landardization) as: authoritative (e.g. the academies set up for some
iguages in Europe); sociological, attitudinal; psychological and
cational (e.g. through the use of instruments such as the
nary, the mass media etc). Banjo (1995), on the other hand, views
‘acceptability and international intelligibility as essential criteria
ng a standard. He however explains that though social

fl-_
'l.
.'.'::

ility is clearly subject to the ss  and
'“f
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iously with variations that differ from the standard, and Variety 1V
» spoken form of those that have been exposed to English in first
quage settings .He therefore recommends Varieties 11 and 111 as
donormative models since they are home-grown’' (c.f. Bamgbose
95). Bamgbose (1995) however queries the inclusion of Variety 1V in
~ stratification since it does not arise in the same kind of
mstances as the other three that are “home grown'.

Jibril (1982) stratifies Nigerian English using a ‘geo-tribal’

lichotomous approach. He employs terms such as Hausa English,

English, which he further stratifies into two as Yoruba and

gbo English (which he discusses as if they were sub-varieties of
English). He goes further to employ social terms such as

LI

asic Hausa English and Sophisticated Hausa English, Southern and
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The probing question at this juncture is whether it is actually
_possible to describe Nigerian spoken English in terms of geo-tribal
chotomies or as an entity. This is because the spoken Nigerian
English may not submit easily to generalization, as may be the case
Wi 5 tax and lexis because of the greater influence of the mother
’_'_.'_.'_'l;-' ®. It may therefore be easier to describe Nigerian English in
erms of tribal groupings such as Yoruba Spoken English, Igbo Spoken
inglish and Hausa Spoken English. Another problem to encounter is
he fact that these tribes have dialectal variant forms. There is also the
pblem of the many minority languages with their peculiar spoken
This work therefore concentrates on the variety of English of
ucated considering the fact that the Received Pronunciation (RFP)
ich is taken as British Standard English does not belong to any

phical setting and is therefore devoid of dialectal constraints. It

e AL
-_'.ﬁ —
3
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Nigerian English Vowels
Itmammmhﬁcmmmtmwm
English has its peculiar features at the segmental as well as supra-
segmental levels (Dunstan 1969, Adegbite and Akindele 1992,
Mumuh 1993, Banjo 1995, Bamgbose 1995).According to Dunstan
(1969) it is with vowels that speakers of the Nigerian languages have
parti difficulty because only few of the Nigerian languages have
more than seven vowels while some even have fewer. Therefore
Jearning to make the number of contrasts required for English is hard
for them.
Odumuh (1993) claims that Nigerian English vowels /i:eau: el
| / may be said to have approximately the same quality as their
unterparts in SBE (Standard British English). He goes further to
entify two cases of what he terms ‘vowel coalescence’ claiming that

1/ and /a: / coalesce into /a:/, /e/ and /3:/ coalesce into /3:/ and

 w / in SBE is usually rendered /ua/ or /u:/ in Nigerian
e ich ked as its feature,
afve el ) g
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but rather on the quality and strength of the
wels found in unstressed positions in educated Yoruba English.
‘Another important observation is that the vowels proposed as
igerian English vowels look like a summary of the vowels proposed
pr the regional varieties. Jibril's claims are basically derived on the
asis of impressionistic means and they are not backed up with
u ic facts to give credence to the claims.

ywels / @ / and / 1/ in Standard English and Nigerian English

our different kinds of sounds that often function as syllabic
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2 sound / 3 /, though present in Hausa English does not manifest in

2 position it occupies in RP. According to Jowitt, the RP / @ / is often
ralized as [a] in Hausa English and Hausa English / & / mav feature
ven in stressed syllables as opposed to the phonological distribution

RP/a/.

Stress Assignment in Nigerian English

There is a fair agreement on the notion that stress and other

rasegmentals of pitch as important features of spoken English
uage are problematic for Nigerian users of English (Dunstan 1969,
Jamjo 1970, Kujore 1991, Onuigbo 1996). Kujore (1985) draws our
fention to two major areas (which are of mudh relevarce to the

ent study) in Nigerian English usage: the area of stress patiers

y &
- LN h | ."_ raly & 1 _-t
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wate stress. E.g. administrative, primitive, accusative, ablative,
laboratory, agriculture, legislature. Kujore discusses
S of stress pattern reversal as in acute, cabal, caroe, cassette
re the first syllables are assigned the primary stress in Nigerian
rather than the second syllables which are assigned the stress

I Standard E_'ngﬁs,h

Though approached from different perspectives, there is a
ki ¢ resemblance between the analysis of Kujore (1985) and Jowilt
91). Jowitt observes a tendency to shift the primary stress to the
it in Nigerian English. This he notes to be more systematic with
s than with nouns and adjectives. Compound words and complex

n phrases with pre-modification have been observed to have a

there to shift stress as far to the

,l.lii.-mﬁ-j. ]I-r‘l. I
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‘English it gives the effect of a machine-gun firing and makes the
ce difficult to understand’.

However in recent times, the description of Nigerian English as
syllable-timed has been questioned. Fka (1993) studied rhythm in the
Er _"3"-' h speeches of some penultimate yvear Education English
ndergraduates and suggests that Nigerian English be better described

36 “inelastic-timed’. He claimed that Nigerian English does not possess
ie rhythm of Standard English due to the failure to ‘squeeze-in’ or
reich-oul’ the syllables in a rhythm unit as is the case in Standard
which he claims is ‘elastic-timed’. The in-elasticity of Nigerian
lish, according to Eka, is caused by the frequency of more
ninent syllables than used by native speakers. What is observed
looks more like a terminology switch than a totally new
" m

a-timed languages.
e --.-.*': -

4 _n'j:_irtl.:";-l; a5 . 't _|. = i-;
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cues. The subjects were five Nigerian

speakers of English all born and educateq in Nigeria. They all hold
university degrees and they speak Ibiobio, Efik, Igbo, Edo and Yoruba
| as first languages. Three British speakers were used and two speakers
of Anyl, two speakers of Ega and one speaker of Thiobio constitute the

West African participants.

According to Gut and Milde, significant differences were found
the speech rhythm and the syllable structures of Nigerian

sh and British English speakers. The tonal structure oi}hgaian
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sé dominant in the literature reviewed is the recognition of the
evolution of a form of English that is obviously different from
Standard English and peculiarly Nigerian (see Banjo 1995). Making a
sference to Adetugbo (1979, 1980) and Balogun (1980), Ogu (1992)
notes that diachronically, a variety of English (though yet to be fully
jescribed) has been identified as Nigerian. Kachru (1995) also notes in
his foreword to New Englishes that the African cannon of the English
anguage (of which Nigerian English is a variety) has been established
nd recognized and that it is indeed a vital component of World

g :
s B
i B u | Y L e
RN e 4N =

| - L .
_ Obviously there are features at every level of language that
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El’lgli:hexistsurmtﬂamghmhm ticle putilished in e

entration  should be on the interesting task of specifying,
ing and analyzing the forms of this variety (c.f. Jibril 1982).
er this publication, a lot has been done on the task of describing
2 Nigerian English in relation to phonology, syntax, lexis and
ics. Notable scholars in these different fields have come out
h different data to support their claims that there exists a variety of
that is Nigerian (see Kujore 1985, Ufomata 1990, Jowitt
1,Banjo 1995). Jowitt claims that there is such an abundance of data
t a sizeable team is needed to collect and catalogue them.

However, what has been observed in the literature reviewed for

present work is that much has been done in the area of lexis,

semantics and segmental phonology, while much is still left

done in the area of the Nigerian English suprasegmentals especially
e rthythm of Nigerian English. Remarkable contributions in this

M&mj of the rhythm of Nigerias mﬂm
i 4 ma.&i:-‘:_ .
Scanned by CamScanner

s of Eka (1985) and 1




R
es the thythm of Nigerian English as inelastic-timed while
sfol proposes hﬁw;fun-mﬂﬁmhgﬂmy.lhmu;mm
mm"wﬂﬂdmsymm
ugh mentioned) have not been thoroughly focused upon,
&mdmlm,&*m[md
wel weakening and unstressed syllable obscuration in Educated

-

%a English is an attempt at defining the quality and quantity of

2 vowels found in unstressed positions in Educated Yoruba English

d how they influence the peculiar rhythm of that ‘geo-tribal’ variety
Nigenian English. This has been, hypotheticallv, observed to be
rkedly different from that of Standard English.

- This work emphasizes Nigerian English usage so as to avoid the
ptroversy generated by the term Nigerian English especially in

v general agreement on the existence of certain features that ﬂ
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efinition of the standard variety as that ‘diaject enjoying prestige as
e speech of educated people of the capital city or of some other
ocially respected group’.

Kachru (1987) identifies ‘four arms of codification’ (i.e. agents of
tandardization) as: authoritative (e.g. the academies set up for some
anguages in Furope); sociological, attitudinal; psychological and

__:..-=;ﬁ. al (e.g. through the use of instruments such as the
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ish has remained a myth because of the lack of codification of

these variations. Therefore, Banjo in his foreword to Kujore's English

Lisage: Some Notable Nigerian Variations craves for a purely descriptive

study in terms of liow the language is spoken rather than wio, why and

qwhen - these being sociolinguistic concerns (see also Jowitt 1990).
According to Kujore (1985), there is therefore the need to describe
hese variations scientifically for the effective codification of its
prammar and form so as to have a common point of reference to
which learners and users may turn for normative guidance.

1 - Nigerian mﬁhmmw

Having ascertained that there is a particular type of English that

d be termed Nigeri mmﬁmnuﬁmvﬂﬂmm
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ish for a clarification of description, Odumuh (1998) describes the
n Nigerian English as used in Nigeria from two senses. According to
in one sense it is used to refer to a dialect of English which is

Pidgin nor Standard British English found in Nigeria (this

being elastic and permitting shades of variation). In

AmBther sense, it is viewed as denoting Standard Nigerian usage. The

eeond sense of use in Odumuh's classification is more relevant to the

study. This work is an attempt at describing the quality and
guantity of the vowels found in unstressed positions and whether
nstressed syllables get obscured (as is the case in Standard English)
not in educated Yoruba (Nigerian) English usage. This will
sequently be a contribution towards a definition of a standard
en form of Nigerian English.

‘Banjo (1971) stratifies the English spoken in Nigeria using points

ence and approximation to world standard. Variety 1 is said to
\e greatest density of mother tongue transfer, Varieties 11 and

=S N NIRRT A S
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Southern English, which he further stratifies into two as Yoruba and

Igbo English (which he discusses as if they were sub-varieties of
Southern English). He goes further to employ social terms such as
basic Hausa English and Sophisticated Hausa English, Southern and

; msticated Southern Eng]jsh, and even &Iﬂﬂm-MHm
!

F 1D 11
N i i
L = R

- The idea of merging Southemn English (whether Basic or

" A o i
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the influence of the

local languages on the speakers’

erformas

e in English cannot be ignored. There must therefore be the
udy of geo-tribal varieties (such as this) so as to attain a standard
ased on points of convergence. It is incontestable that even when the
volving Nigerian English might have emerged as Standard Nigerian
nglish it will still be marked by ‘geo-linguistic” differences.

Jowitt (1991) identifies a broad concept of popular Nigerian

sh viewing the usage of every Nigerian user as a mixture of

B
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The probing question g
e atmﬂ%hﬂmﬂiﬂaﬁhﬂy

to describe i
Nm@“km&gﬁnhmmnfmmm

Or as an : S
E“ht?-mlﬁﬁbl!tmzsethespnkm Nigerian

ngue. It may therefore be easier to describe Nigerian English in

grms of tribal groupings such as Yoruba Spoken English, Igbo Spoken
nglish and Hausa Spoken English. Another problem to encounter is
e fact that these tribes have dialectal variant forms, There is also the
oblem of the many minority languages with their peculiar spoken
This work therefore concentrates on the variety of English of
lucated considering the fact that the Received Pronunciation (RP)

hich is taken as British Standard English does not belong to any
;?'_-_:_';;'_;_J vhical setting and is therefore devoid of dialectal constraints. It
abstracted from educated speeches and recognized as the model
‘ icasting (see 1.7). i) '-“_r-* o R % PAE
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elity

m n" H 3 m it ﬁ.

He also adds as marginal /i , €9 , 03 /and goes further to explain
that though the vowels in Nigerian English are similar to RP, they

differ in their distributions.

Tiﬁehamedtncﬁﬂcaﬂyohsﬂ?e]iblﬂ'smmm

ther proposes two vowel gmupuunmedmﬂmwms_mh

WhW%WMﬁWM'@

rgumen m;gbamt'rombammm#'m PRpess

II.:-"-."!:.:
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the sound / 3 /, thﬂﬂghpmsmtm}{aumgnmdmamt caly ot
manifest in

fhe position it occupies in RP. According to Jowitt, ghe RP / & / is oft
¥ a2/ 15 2T\

realized as [a] in Hausa English and Hausa English / a / may feature

even in stressed syllables as opposed to the phonological distribution

ofRP/ 2 /.
33 Stress Assignment in Nigerian English

There is a fair agreement on the notion that stress and other
suprasegmentals of pitch as important features of spoken English
guage are problematic for Nigerian users of English (Dunstan 1969,
Banjo 1970, Kujore 1991, Onuigbo 199). Kujore (1985) draws our
ttention to two major areas (which are of much relevance to the
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s 1990, Gut and Milde

fom? : ) Despite the facy that Standard
F_ﬂqﬁjh has been described as Stress-timeg

: ha 1i i
F-ﬂﬂhsh rhythm has earlier been describeq as syllable-timed due to the
| Wﬂ influence of the Nigerian languages, which are mostly tonal
Mlﬂ_’ﬂ 1969, Adetugbo 1977, Amayo 1980, Bamgbose 1982,

(/Connor 1984, Jowitt 1991, Milde and Gut 2002).

According to Dunstan, however close a Nigerian speaker may
: wimate to consonant and vowel quality, if he uses syllable-timing
speaking English, he may well be faced with the problem of total
. nnthepaﬂnfanyﬁstenerwhnisamﬁvﬂmﬁf
1 . O'Connor also sees such language as Yoruba which P
e thythm as a hindrance to its wmmacquﬂ'lﬂgﬂﬁm
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ish it gives the effect of
in Englis of @ ma :
i chine-gun firing and makes the
tterance difficult to understang’,

However I recent times, the ﬂeﬁfripﬁun o Nigerian English as
gyllable-timed has been questioned. Eka (1993) studied thythm in the
English speeches of some penultimate year Education English
undergraduates and suggests that Nigerian English be better described
a5 ‘inelastic-timed’. He claimed that Nigerian English does not possess
the rhythm of Standard English due to the failure to ‘squeeze-in’ or
stretch-out’ the syllables in a rhythm unit as is the case in Standard
which he claims is “elastic-timed’, The in-elasticity of Nigerian
ish, according to Fka, is caused by the frequency of more

ment syllables than used by native speakers. What is observed
looks more like a terminology switch than a totally new

ion since ‘elastic’ and’ in-elastic timing' as used in the work
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o How consistent are these forms in words and sentences of

various users from different linguistic backgrounds to merit

her generalization?

Udofot’s full-vowel timing alternative to the previous
escription of Nigerian English rhythm as syllable-timed however may
e questioned on the grounds that the rhythm descriptions are often
ased on equivalent rather than equal timing. For instance, the
escription of Standard English rhythm as stress-timed has not been
ewed in terms of accurate timing as the term ordinarily implies but in
uivalent terms. Many definitions of English thythm have used the

to indicate that the timing is inaccurate (Dunstan 1969,

i
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bt gtress-timing and B}rllahli!—timing do not imply equal dxditng et
quivalent timing, the question therefore arises as to whether full
gwel timing as proposed by Bolinger (1981) and suggested as an
ative description for Nigerian English by Udofot (2000) would
mean that “a full vowel followed by other reduced vowels’ would be

or equivalent to another of similar composition in Nigerian

tnolish.

Though 1t has been found to have accounted for the
pstrumentally measured facts of English more successfully than stress-
ming, a major factor to be considered here as with earlier descriptions
§ that of equivalent rather than equal timing. Crutenden (1986) claims
with full-vowel timing, the rhythm groups are found to be roughly
l to one another when a full vowel is taken with the reduced
lowing it. These reduced vowels are seen as ‘borrowing time
_ The question then is if equal timing has been

of a perception phenomenon than it is (in precise

M a Dercel
T

fowe

i’ 0 il
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gniversity degrees and they speak Ibiobio, Efik, Igbo, Edo and Yoruba
as first languages. Three British speakers were used and two speakers

of Anyi, two speakers of Ega and one speaker of Ibiobio constitute the

West African participants.

According to Gut and Milde, significant differences were found
sen the speech rhythm and the syllable structures of Nigerian
English and British English speakers. The tonal structure of Nigerian

lish speakers was also found to be more similar to that of a tone
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| researches .
mumt:enised:

viable study of spoken Nigerian English needs to take into
consideration ‘geo-tribal’ peculiarities. Therefore, Gut and
Milde's generalization, based on a mixture of subjects from

different linguistic backgrounds, needs further clarification.

» Considering the population of Nigerian English speakers, the

five subjects used are not significant enough for the kind of
. generalization made by Gut and Milde. Therefore there is a need

for a larger number of subjects to verify the claims.

This current research on vowel weakening and unstressed

e T?";f'f:. !  in educated Yoruba English is therefore a w 1

_ |_ L
g2l ql.-

s
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is not viewed in terms of equality but equivalence)? Udofot

erself attests a tendency towards even syllable duration in Nigerian

o — _"":_’

= i
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;R FOUR

phonological Theories

M@Bmcﬁﬁmﬂm};amhamﬁm
jployed 10 AcCOURE fox (or perhaps ‘explain) a given range of
snomena. It can therefore be said that phonological theories should
yunt for the phonetic regularities ﬂmtmmmmﬂmeumtsuf
anguage. No valid discussion of language phenomena can be done
thout emploving theoretical constructs in the analysis of whatever
perceived as linguistic facts. This chapter therefore aims at
cussing some phonological theories with particular emphasis on
pse that are employed in the present research and the reasons for the
ection of such theories.

1 Generative Stress Rules

e s
-----
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pther than mark stress in the lexicon, it can be predicted by rules and
at the many exemptions to these rules do not invalidate the general
1les.

The stress rules of SPE apply to the output of the syntactic
pmponent of grammar. That is, to a surface structure with ‘a proper
abeled bracketing of a string of formatives’. When the stress rule is to
e applied to a sentence for instance, certain readjustments have to be
1ade before the stress rules can apply. The sentence has a constituent

e marked and each constituent has a category label such as

(Noun), V(Verb) or NP(Noun Phrase). The surface structure is
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m]hﬂppﬁumm-l "

©.8. education
[ [ educat] ion]

1
te } First cycle
1 3)

2 1

}  Second cvele
3 1) v

The final vowel of ‘educat’ is assipned the primary stress

(ie. [1 stress]) in the first cycle because it is long. However since

ards with long final vowels that are more than two syllables long
nav be assigned a primary stress on the antepenultimate vowel, the
yimary stress is therefore assigned to ‘e-". The initial 1 stress] which
; assigned to’~at’ is therefore downgraded to
2 s, Sine primry and secondary iesscano both e

l ¥

- W L o
e T s Ak X Shoar O . TE
' SECONLAlY oL iy Ly AR A 1
S Bt -
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qowel ‘e’ gets downgraded to [2 stress) and further to [3 stress].

When stress is applied above the word, a distinction is made
wetween compound words and other constituents m the word.
when the group is a compound word, [1 stress| is reassigned to the
pit element of the group or pair after each must have been initially
assigned [1 stress]. The compound Rule assigns stress to the left
element of a compound word e.g. e P ¥

Black board ~ (aboard on which we write)
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(phrase)
3 2 3 1

(sentence)
Adapted from Crutenden (1986)

412 Metrical Phonology
Metrical Phonology (as earlier
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M 1o Hayes (1992), mEtncnlﬂmqm ﬁlﬂtunlikem
Mﬂlpﬂm eSS 18 not 2 feature but rather the
Mﬂj rhythmic organization of utterances.

To Liberman and Prince (1977), the phonetic and phonological
jences bevween stzess and. other ordinary features (such as
ality and voicing) can only be accounted for if the assumption that
quess s a feature is abandoned. Phonetically, stress has been found to
eunusual since it has no invariant physical correlates but is rather an
jstract property that is instantiated physically by a variety of
gechanisms (such as length and pitch) which differ across languages,. i
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Edmmatmmahmatﬂppeartobeﬂwﬂmﬁcaﬂy

pd. (Glegerich (id) therefore views the distinction between
primed and syllable-timed hﬂgllﬂges as scalar rather than
stomous.  Some languages when put on the scale tilt towards
s-timing while others tilt towards syllable-t:i:ming. The one that is
e characteristic of such languages therefore describes them.
Crutenden (1986:25) claims that although there has been a long
erence to the principle of foot isochrony on the part of
eticians, experimental measurement of foot duration in English
not shown that foot isochrony exists on the production side of
lish speech. It has remained a matter of controversy. He therefore
ludes that foot duration is more valid as a matter of perception

er than production.

Syllable-Timing Theory

Il-..--..

et ]
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| llables are uttered

'rf"r.i"
- N

A1 tioghe eja niyi

out in a study of features relating to the rhythm of any of the

varieties of Nigerian English. It has already been established that
. thythm of Nigerian English differs markedly from that of

English (Dunstan 1969, O‘Connor 1984, Ufomata 1990,

2000).

i

b

.
E ;. .. -i
a1l |
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gnglish has been extensively defin
ed as a stress-timed langua
&8¢
stan 1969, O'Connor

of individual syllables. The durations of the syllables are not
pquivalent, as is the case in syllable-timed languages. Rather, some
syllables are made prominent while others are rendered obscure and

veak. Utterances are therefore divided into feet, a foot being a stretch
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proposes equivalent timing in the Production of A-

are therefore 4 rhythy, units in the sentence.

B, B-C oand

Full-Vowel Tlming Thm,.},

e basic unit of rhythm identified by the full-vowel timing

 is a full vowelled syllable together with any reduced vowelled

and discussed in Crutenden (1986) as an alternative description
standard English thythm, This theory proposes that neither the
e nor the number of stresses is the most important determiner
: hythm of English. Rather, the patterns that are made in any
2 of continuous speech by the mixture of syllables that contain
pwels and those that contain reduced vowels are viewed as vital
iners of English rhythm. Fach rhythm unit therefore consists of

el and the entire reduced vowels before the next full vowel.
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s e IRUeTCE Of prominent sylble rahe than s
oS (Udofot 2000). |

However it has been observed that there are more prominent
qﬂabll?ﬁ with strong vowels in Nigerian English and that there is the
possbility of the full-vowel timing application eventually equating ;

yith syllable-timing as a description for

Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner




tosts unstressing in words,

A while Section B tests unstressing in

onlences. Section A therefore tests the weakening of otherwi g
.owels in unstressed positions in:

(a) disyllabic words;

(b) polysyllabic words; 5 I: ]

stressed and the quality af & .
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nsical words
(f) nONSSTVER | WOTGS 1 test the int, i
ek ¢ Englinh on strons mlsnnfi:“a:rdfu“full qu:uum
ty.

the
| weak forms of frammatical words or
words in English word groyps

B tests the use of

Unstressing in English Content Words

English w
g ords of more than one syllable are known to have

of the svllables ﬂ'ﬁ‘}' are made of assigned primary stress. The

ncy for the vowel in the unstressed syllable to be weak. This

menon is tested in this section of the study.
1 Unstressing in Disyllabic and Polysyllabic words

The part on disyllabic words is aimed at testing the reduction of
ise strong vowels to the weak vowels / @ / and /1/ when they
in unstressed positions in words of two or more syllables in
a English usage. Monosyllabic words are not tested in this work
all monosyllabic English words bear stress on the only

e they are made of when they occur in isolation. Consequently,
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o each monosyllab. w *ecomes irrelevany 1
g Ord Muys
M vowel it POssesspg assigned to the

Hﬂwﬂ'ﬂ', when two Wllﬂbles e
Molved, gne
must

rgnessmeﬂlE{}theriﬁm = take the
L Where the

any, one syllable will tage e - Syllables

stress, another possibl
: 4
.ondary stress while all others will

To test unstressing by converting

therwise strong vowels to

dard English 15 weak. This implies that all the tested sounds were
ted to be rendered weak. The Educated Yoruba English (EYE)
sriants for the / @ / sound as found in the data are [a] which
onstituted 41.2% of the output, [5] 33.7%, others (i.e. [e e: u u: 0 0: 2: i
¢ i0]) constituting 72.1% of the output. / & /, the sound expected to

found in all the contexts of use constituted an insignificant 2.8% of

il -.‘n. LA I i
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nouns and adjectives in Standard English, the first syllable is assigned

primary stress. However, in the data, 66.9% of the tokens of
occurrence have their primary stresses assigned to the first syllable
while 33.1% of the words tested have their primary stresses assigned
o the second and third syllables respectively.

With verbs in Standard English, the stress should shift to the

-~ Ihbh (ioe- 95% ﬁm '-H'i-"l-.L" 20 SLress dssigninent Snc

o 3 .-:ﬁ:rﬁ.—;..;:. i e F
) - . .\_l* p ot

Py

e Second s

R S PRI

M E
- &
L Fe

LN o : L I
vy Y Uy

T, ] =y
|-I"
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o primary stress, should have no reduced vowels (Red.) because all
i vowels are expected to be strong since they occur in stressed
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conducted on

revealed i
that there is 5 deviant treatment of such syllables in EYE

substituted for the syllabic consonants. With the words muddle,

obble madden, panel and bottle, a majority of the subjects

duced [-dull, [-bul] [-din] [-nel] [-tul]

For bacon, passion, television and ribbon, |:

)] was inserted in 68%,

5, 99% and 57% of the instances of occurrence respectively. For
le, wrestle, hospital, [u] was inserted in 91%, 100% and 38% of the
ances while for happen, little, and principle, 92%, 68% and 96%

pectively. [a] was inserted in the realization of the words peasant,
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Ten nonsensical wordg formed after the patterns of English

were used to test the intuition of the FYE subjects on stress

signment and vowel weakening. With the words ‘dadal, da"dal and
da dal, where Stresses were supposed to be placed on the 1%, 20¢, and
syllables respectively, 74% of the EYE subjects appropriately
primary stress to the first syllable of ‘“dadal, 71%
._ ppropﬁat‘?l?' assigned stress to the 1 syllable instead of the 2n

1ble of da dal while only an insignificant 29% assigned stress to the
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W“‘W'I“mm“‘wﬂ“ﬂﬂ.mmqummdbe

Pmm'“mwﬂ%nppmwwmam
B4% aesigmed Birens o the 2 syliakie, 'wt 0% assigned stress
1=
For in'pend and “inpend, 59% of the subjects appropriately
ed stress to the 2nd syllable of in'pend while only 22%
Pﬁﬂtel}' assigned stress tq the 1st syllable of “inpend and 78%

priately assigned the primary stress to the 2 syllable. For @
pro'soon, ex'tern, and ob*nort, primary stress is appropriately
med to the 2" syllable by 50%, 42%, and 56% of the EYE subjects.
On the EYE subjects’ intuition on vowel quality in unstressed
les, it was realized that, the strong vowels were used in all

of occurrence irrespective of whether the syllables in which

occur were stressed or not. As with earlier analyses, a
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jronments in weak contexts. Where and was expected to be

ized as / T / after labials such as /p/ (eg. get up and dress up),
yas realized as [an] by 54% of the subjects, while 46% realized it as
d] and none as /m /. After velars, (e.g. bag and baggage), and is
lized in Standard English as [ 5 ] but it was realized by the majority
he EYE subjects (i.e. 58%)as [an], as [and] by 20%, as [end] by a
ble 13%, and as the appropriate fy | by no ane. il
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- It was also observed here that the
_ pemmtage&fthevuwelmundsreaﬁzedﬁuEuaﬁanisnfﬂw

ted Standard English forms were strong in quality

Pronouns and Prepositions

fer was realized as [a] instead of the RP [o] by 82% of the
, to which should have been | ta |, as [to] by 50% and as [ tu ]
than [tv] by 60%. InStandard English, for is realized as / fo /
a consonant or / far / before a vowel. 92% of the FYF subjects,
, realized for as [f | before a consonant, 100% of the instances
% produced [f> ] again where / for / was expected, ie.

a vowel. Only a negligible 8% of the subjects observed the
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vowel rule
“mmmﬂwhﬂm

“W"u“h'“ﬂﬂmﬂmwﬂh

Standard English [av] by 100% of the subjects. I was realized
strong, diphthong [ai] rather than the Standard English weak
[e | in all contexts. 'y js [am] with the strong sound [a] in 50%
while the remaining 50% was shared between [aiam],
[aiem], and [em] which occurred in a negligible 10% of the
es.

y, me and you were realized as [mai], [mi] and [ju] rather than

/me /, /mi/ and /jv/in all contexts by all the subjects. They

] instead of the RP [08] in 58% of the instances of occurrence,

32% and as [0e] in 10%. Where there occurred before a

and was expected to be produced as [3e), it was produced
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Auxiliary Verbg

n Standard
Standard English, shall ang should are realized as / Jol / and

in weak ¢ ajori
in weak contexts. A majority of the gy subjects” i.e. 87% and

sspectively, produced them as / Jal / and / fud / (87%). Have

Iso produced as [av] rather than the weak RP / av / in 89% of

stances of occurrence. In contexts where it should have been

ced as [v] e.g. after 1 and other subject pronouns, the subjects
aced 69% of the instances appropriately. This is most likely due
p clue provided by the orthography which represents them as
we've, theyve etc.

Was was 100% realized as [wos], rather than [wez], were before

Is as [we] in 43% of the instances of occurrence, [wa] in 28%,

a negli -Ma%mﬁzadﬂmmmmim]udmmql

|
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Rhythm
Due to the

1 :
argeness of the quantity of daga gathered for this

y, three sentences extracted from the tex were used in the

sis of rhythm in this pilot study. This was to test the theories to
in the analysis of the main work and their viability
1 Full-Vowel Timing Analysis

1. ‘Get up and dress up’, Sam said to her.
2. Susan met Kate on her way to London.
3. Suddenly another man came from the crowd.

Y l.v
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sedioa|

Suddenly another man came from the crowd
RP:| sndnlie nAd6 man keimfromde kravd]

[s2 din 1ia no da man ke:m from 3 kraod]
the indicatiur; are that the full-vowel timing description
 better for Nigerian spoken English rhythm than stress-timing
he evidence makes out as totally inapplicable. However, there
glical implication of the full-vowel timing description resulting
ble timing, since, as observed above, all the syllables produced
EYE subject contained full vowels. If a rhythm unit is taken as a
3 containing a full vowel and all the syllables containing,
vowels after it, then the data analyzed in this section clearly
jifferent rhythm units were realized by the Control/ RP and

subject. In Sentence 1, the Control/RP produced six rhythm

S
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educated Yoruba speakers of Engish testeq in, this pilot study

sccounts. for the disparity in the mumber of thythm. groups

tioned above. The findings of this study will therefore have to be

gidered against the background of the syllable timing description
ly proposed for Nigerian English rhythm,

The conclusion of the present study is that, after a careful

sideration of the larger data, there is a tendency for the full vowel
cription, i.e. the alternative description by Udofot (2000), to yield

same number of rhythm groups as the earlier syllable timing

iption.
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ses, especially words whose vowels should be assigned the

i [-Stress] were rendered in their strong forms and therefore

d the feature [+Stress).

indings from Pilot study

ie quantitative component of the present study confirms the
It there is a preponderance of strong syllables in educated

(EYE) and that little or no attention is ever paid to the
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Standard English,

- ot study
Ihe pilot study therefore demonstrated that educated Yoruba

ting that a full- imi e 2 -
isting vowel timing analysis is very likely to yield the

 number of rhythm groups, and as a result, end up becoming

synonymous with the earlier syllable-timing, description of

arising from the almost total absence of reduced vowels in
ted Yoruba English usage.
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parts. Part A tests the wedkenmg of otherwise strong vowels m

pnsilinns in:
o disyllabic words;
e polysy Habic words;

« cases of stress shifting on words that may funclion as

Nouns/ Adjectives and Verbs de{'ndmg on the syllable that
is stressed and the quality of the vowel;

o words that have their stresses shifted from their earlier
positions to others due to the addition of certain suffixes:

o Syllables with syllabic consonants as peaks or nuclei;

o Nonsensical words designed to test the intuitions of Nigerian
users of English vis-a-vis stress assignment and vowel
quality.

y
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(osts the use of (he weak
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grours: N word i gy

>
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: vowel Weakening ang Word Stress

J

be assigned primary stress and the syllable that is next in

ominence to that one assigned a secondary stress while all other

[lables are left unstressed.

Monosyllabic words were not tested in this work because a

yllabic English word would bear stress on the only syllable it is

e
-k
|
—
L
—
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: C““Hquentl}r. it always contains a

vowel I olatiog and  the thythm pheno vowel
menon -

Vowel Weakening in Disylabic and Polysyllabic Words

il ds almedd at testing gy

reduction of otherwise strong vowels

weak vowels / e / and 71/ when they occur in unstressed

s in words of two or more syllables in educated Yoruba

2 jh'uwlﬂl Reduction in Disyllabic Words
lesting the Schwa /o / sound

Siids Tokersof | % 1 Yo W
: Wpurrenc | (Strong,/ Weak)
I i ‘ W 1 100 Red
® | 29 | Red |
S I S ——
0 R Y I i—
3 Al "5 = 1 Sty ]
u 105 | 1.1 Gy |
2 2 05 .l
TS T T B T I —
i 49 5 Sr
B 4 =5 Vie 115 i Sr
a: 1401 ] - :_1_4 1 Sir
M 03 .
I 24 ih Str
£ 58 05 Str
i 20 32 Str

|
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anm
- words read "
| byms“m+nﬁsimpliesﬂmtﬂmmd5'

i should all he
rEdllaCEd and WEﬂk_ HUWE‘?I,‘I, n.nl}r 236

: ofﬂﬁfﬂfsﬂundwemraaﬁmwﬁmﬁeﬂmmbiﬁmmﬁ

Vowel Reduction in Disyllabic words

Testing the /If Sound

e EYF \r’hHl:\NTS
5 W t [ o] e e g 2 | e

| I

15 g '515 118 | 586 389 | 2717 | e | B
- o Ll - ) PN e o) LT

100 | = 14| 26 | 130 | 86 | 603 | 32 | 06
RED RED | STR | STR | STR | SIR | STR | STR
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~ Forehead — T — Students
< _R’_rP '+ forid L] R.P: stju:dnt
unds | Noof | 9 Sounds | Noof | %
£ subjs | sul:qs
VARIAI fa:e:d | 150 50 student
fo:ed |81 27 studint 169 6.3
foed |99 _1_23 o sl

Elision, a weakening technique also used as a form of unstressing

rd English, was tested in the disyllabic words used for this
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Vowel Reduction jn Pol

: ysyllabic Words
Testing the Shwa /g / Sound
RP | r EYP VARIANTS
/8 8 | o a 0 o e | £ i | a tiol &
43 | %45{1 919 | 4250 (420 [ 3501 | 359 | 561 [ 3% 36 | 50 | 1429
o
=
=
£l
100 35|40 | 329 [ N0 277 | 28 | 43 | 26 |03 |04 | 110
Red | [Red [Red | Sr [Str| Str | Str | Sir | Str | Str | Sir | Sir

ad
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the remaining 11 93¢
1 instances, constituting a remarkable

enl
Smﬂg Vowels Were sllbst[h,]ted fﬂr the weakfﬂ,’-

Vowel Reduction in pgy
Testing the /V Soun i

ysyllabic Words

(167 | 3.9 21 | e71 l09]61

R T ww —
; — EYE VARIANTS
5 I e e: £ ei | 1€
S—1 |
16 | R 53 [801| 186 | 198 | 3223 | 44 |2%
él
100 ; 1.1 i

Red Red | Red | Str Str Str | Str | Str

6 instances of the unstressed /1/ sound were used to test its
nce in unstressed syllables in some polysyllabic words of
d English. 4,800 instances were expected from the three hundred

hiects used for the investigation. 801 instances were realized as
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sounds such as /ee: i and i
vowel reduction in Words

ga that
/adjectives or Verbs when the lle:nl:r;“gm on as Nouns

tress is Reassigned

_-_-_-_---__-_-_'_‘—-—-_._

Verbs \
|
Die——
RP | EYE Variants EYE \

Nouns/ Adjectiyes

S R.P .

Ist| 2nd| 1st| 2nd | 3:&\

6000 | 4020 | 1909 | 77

300 | 5700 | 2450 | 3374 | 176

100 18| 12 590 3
071 318| 12| 501 950 408 | 562| 29

20=300= 6000

Twenty words were used to test unstressing in stress shifts from
5/adjectives  to verbs in words that could function as

;/adjectives and verbs where placement of stress determines the
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cel Quali

Nouns/ Adjectives e e \

e er

I T EYE _ RP EYE l
: . _1%_ STR | RED | STR | RED |
0 8% | 17% | 240, | e Liea )

0% | 72.8% | 27.2% |

With the noun/adjective forms of the words that could function
nouns/ adjectives or verbs, 6000 instances of the tested vowels were
ected to be strong while none was expected to be weak since all

 vowels tested occurred in stressed syllables. It was observed
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h‘?.“-—ﬂ?_____‘__________‘__
y o
E=+g str-str
L--_t;'---___-_“'_"-—-—_
tr-str A= Str-str
_-_H_h-_'_"""—-—-—-___
'—m J =19 str-str
Str-weak |, o — i
d—@, a— g 276 24
: : iy S str-str | “sir-
Zppada— C_E nadian X— g m_.________ weak
— (o lonian RH“E——%&HE
‘Colony—*-£ =3 str-weak
T =0 L 69 | wenkaw
S e | d— g str-str
e © | str-weak __:a str-str
Tutor— Tu l_.f_mﬂl || = WEEEE_ET__'_'_
i T et ki
“Prama—* LIe _&—8 i i) 5_“_‘“’93]& | asa str-str
— :Etr_eg teglr. &—+8 _SEFWFEk_q_ P i
sl radi cation & “str-sir a—a str-str
&-.mﬂ_.. Exhnr' tabion I-g __W_Eﬂ.k-str E—E str-str
Foonomy— Eco nomic n— 8 _str—weak D=3 str-str
[ ferior— Inferi ority a8 —D weak-str 19— 2 str-str
Curious— Curi osity 8—n | weakslr | ib—> str-str
Moogaph—Fhotograp | su—e | strweak | 5,09 e
Geography—Geo'graphic | p—sae | strweak | 0—2 sirstr
German-+ Cer ' manic 3— 8 str-weak | a—aea— | 27 5
| ;@"’m 8 strstr | str-wk

L

ol

riate use of weakening -
_u;; strong vowel due to the presence of secondary stress.
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/1 Y =2
€ %" Togaf the Yool —
o the the  TWords —
e | Waicerof | instancesof | U % of the [Sarthe | ool he
. gt s A . instances | instances of | instances of
o Eﬁmpmu of vowel | Vowel the
Insertion | substitution | appropriate
syllabic use of
o o 4 Consonants syllabic
3 : 6 Tl = consonants
:q F—'_——“———I———HJ’ casant | w0 | -
1 [ s linle | gy 8
W - B [ madr—t— =
L~ | Madden | og 5 2
¢ - 13 oy o
+—— | Principal| g _ 8
Ly A B 1-.1 | principle | o4 K 6
86 ' s ]
A — =1 panel —__94 - 6
) O RSN e,
A I S T - 9
1 T b IR 7
6 i - total | g4 4

[n Standard English, some words have syllables with syllabic
ts such as / n, 1 / as peaks rather than vowels that are
y found in that position. Such syllables that always occur word

 are usually unstressed. It has been observed in the case of the

=

Yoruba subjects that rather than use syllabic consonants as
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L/ as [ -bul), 15% as [ bu ] and

6% appropriately produced [-b] ]. The —con of bacon was

d [ ken ] were produced by 25% and 82, respectively. Only 1% of

 subjects produced the appropriate [kn].

_ s ['zi” of sizzle was produced as [-zul ] by 78% of the EYE

biects while [-sul | was produced by 9% and only a negligible 13%

pduced the appropriate [-z] ]. In the production of the unstressed -
 of hospital, 347 uttered [ -tul ], 31% [+al], 22% [-tel], 11%
i[] and only an mnsignificant 2% rendered the Standard English
1 . A majority of the subjects inappropriately inserted different
vels in the syllable and the vowels inserted were perceived as
g vowels except in the case of just 22% of the subjects who

-]

4
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. ciple Was produced as [-pul .
The / -nl /of panel was produced by %4% of the
. ] while only 6% produced the appropriate |
] was rendered as [

subjects as
). The / 1 / of

tal | by 93% of the subjects with an
onificant 7% rendering the appropriate [ -1 | while the / -bn / of
oo was rendered by 53%  as [ bon |, 38% as [ -bin ] and an
ggnificant 9% as the appropriate | -bn |. The / -tl / of bottle was
oduced by 93% as [ -tul ] and by only 7 % of the subjects as (-]
ich is standard. Total has its unstressed -tal produced as [ -tal ] by
% of the subjects, as|-tul | by 39% while the appropriate | -l | was
dered by only 4%.

It has also been confirmed here that with the syllables that have
llabic consonants rather than vowels as their peaks, strong vowels

often inserted between the preceding consonant and the supy

Jird
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. a;hm:t 0 |
100% 0
ks'tn 0 % T e
X dadada 18 |102 |180 |
300 6% |34% |
100%
dadadae 0 :
X pi:pal |
237 222 78
| 79% 74% | 26% ?’
. .:-l piopal 36

12%

popal 27
9% i

nsical words were designed to test the intuition of

: uba speakers of English on vowel weakening and stress

. Following the phonological pattern of English, the
. d al /"deedl / ﬂmuklhaveast:mgmﬂhﬂw

' il ﬁemﬁmdmmdﬁrm _ |

/1, ﬁmm ﬂ“ﬂm ubjects 7

L 1*-_ -
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-
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‘_n

l..'_

mweﬂﬂ[dﬂﬁﬂ]m&mww [al _."

mﬁe first unstressed syllable which should have its vowel

wed to / @ / due to unstressing. It was noted here that a strong

awel was appropriately used in the second syllable which was
apected to be stressed. 71% of the subjects inappropriately stressed
(he first rather than the second syllable.

r The two vowels in the stressed and unstressed syllables of a bet

At
were produced by all the subjects as strong while stress was assigned
s

, !"L-:. i SL

er than the second syllable by 51% of the subjects and
s yllable was appropriately stressed by 49%. The unstressed

‘ 0'soon was rendered with the strong vowel [ o] by
hile 62% assigned stress appropriately to the second

he first. With the words in’pend and “inps
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u“mwmmﬁfﬂrﬂﬂw}dhﬂimw
' jo the first syllable. With “inpend however, 75% inappropriately
- § stress to the second syllable which was expected to be
M while 25% assigned stress to the appropriate syllable. All
.+ e subjects produced the strong vowel [ o | in the first unstressed
| wof ob’nort which in Standard English would have weakened
e/ 58% appropriately assigned stress to the second syllable -nort
 while42% inappropriately assigned stress to the first syllable.

The intuition test on vowel quality and stress assignment
' futher confirms a preponderance of strong vowels in educated

Yoruba English. The use of strong vowels in their appropriate

mhﬂlbﬂen confirmed not to be pn'.-l_"ltﬂmdtir for EYE users but
%“ weakening of vowels in unstressed positions. The EYE
,wgn on stress assignment has been observed to be

-
'I
unprieaacte le,

T
¥ t -.
il unp
ik
.

n ]

T
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form or function words to have H -

| M

jepending on the context of use. Words that belong to

s such as pronouns, prepositions, conjunctions, determiners
i ' *I
~.* have their strong and weak forms. The weak

; are often used in sentences while the strong forms are used in

xts. The weak forms found in sentences often

.....

ik vowels / & / and / 1 /. These are analyzed

A passage was read by the subjects and the tokens of
i te various sounds used for each grammatical word in

itexts counted and converted to percentages as done with
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[£]14%
[£]10%

[te]

[tﬂ'}m coh e |

[tv]

[te] 11% ™
[to] 44%
[to] 7%

[fer]

[f2] 95%
[for] 5%
[fer] 0

[fal

[f2] 100%

[

(fi] 100%

[from]

[from] 94%
[frem] 6%

fev]

[2f] 100%
[av] 0

(@]

[ai] 100% L
o

[em]

[aiem ] 09% =
[am] 52% ‘
[am ] 17% Ll
[aiem] 12% |

, L
Il =
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|dea] 47%
[Dea] 37%

[dea] 52%
[dea] 45%
oear] 03%

»d to have the weak form / & / in the

Fac L il;' S
a} = = ¢ el
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Wherefor was expected 1o be [fer] before vowels and [fe] before

was realized as [f2] 95% of the instancesand as [for]

L N
of the instances of occurrence. The appropriate [for] was not

& |I'. L
i
& . k.

..
ized at all and in all the instances tested, the expected [fe] was

aized as [fo]. All the tested instances of she (/1) were realized as

ey

as [from] 94% of the instances of occurrence

| as the appropriate [from] only 6% of the instances. All the
I!

ence of of in the data gathered from the EYE

a
N 2
'h

1 T
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iﬁnﬁmﬁyaﬁm ppropri _Tr'l'_ 0] 10%

s produced in all instances as M
ai] while no instance of the appropriate fﬂjf

l-._-

realized as [mi] in all instances of occurrence while they
rd English is expected to be realized as /6 / was
H%. [Ge] 34%, andonlvastheappmpnaw[ﬁal‘iﬂ '. )

ERLS == ) L
PRS- =
w
Ly
ri -

nces while only 16% produced the appropriate [at].

b e

Il
- : 3. T o
= b o [ 4 . I-.I . f m . W I-u- i-
ized as fﬁ /] W . k ‘occurs |
d e ] : ! e i
i < _ : . ;
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thot oh the [h] of "he’ is elided; it could be viewed b :-

, as a feature of Yoruba language where /h/ as a sound iﬂlﬁﬁﬂ'

L5

phonemic rather than a conscious effort at

sduced as [im] 73% of the instances of occurrence and as
. A
27%. As in the case of the EYE elision of the /h/ in he, the

W
J &
¥
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[aa:_-] 51%
[dat] 45%
[oet] 04%

[bat] O

/n[afterve]arsandas{anf,m;“ .a :
'I‘heEYEsu!qectSreahmd;’?; _w-.
u[andlsaxmmﬂm |
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- _-.. i ,\r-'.li'.t- .
h': ! . Sy L L
- . But and or were pmducedas[mﬂuﬁ[tg- ; :
s of their expected occurrence. dem

'---— d as the appropriate weak / bet / and / v /.

‘ sterminers in Unstressed Positions in English Sentences

s o/ b [e] 85%
[e] 15%
[an] 92%

[di] 37%
[0i] 39%
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nde: '_ as / Be / before consonants and as. / &1 / before 1N

English. The EYE subjects realized / d / as [3i]

mly as the appropriate [3e | 24% of the instances of

| j_ t&a occurred before a vowel and was expected to
N
m,f, it was produced as [8i] 42%, [di] 35% and as

2 instances of use. Some was realized in 87% of the

'I

nas [s::m] with the strong vowel [5] rather than ". -3.'
mly&stheappmpmte [sem] nuL ' *'.

I‘_'.

]

L
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i occurrence. The appropriate weak /sd/ was not produced in

ol TR R

5 L as produced as [wos] with the strong vowel [ﬂﬁiﬂ;} | , g
' ' Bl =

ances and. 1 no instance as the expected weak form /woz/. : fig,\.
- e A
Ay |

Were was realized as [we] 42%of the instances, [wa] 25%, [we:]

ected [we] before consonants, only a negligible 15%

» insta production. It could be noted here that 85% of the -‘
il 1y

oy : |

ated for the weak sound /o / were strong vowels, Where

e produced as / wer / before vowels in word groups in

ed as [we] 45% of the instanc

count
R B M il g

T

ey
1 W RT

)i, VYALLL

v i 'L_:;_--:_" e =y -; L
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ahﬂ by the EYE subjects as [is] 88% and [z] only 12% of the
xes of occurrence. The auxiliary verb be was produced as [bi] in all

nces of occurrence while has which should have the weak form / oz

-4 ) w ; groups was produced as [as] 87% and |

az] with the strong
. 3% of the instances of expected production of / ez /. The

priate / 8z / was not produced at any instance.

..¢ I'm which is expected to be realized as / em / was
and [aism] 21% of the instances of OCcurrence. / sm

= in any of the instances by the EYE subjects. Will
be realized as / sl /. It was however

..-|-

“hw‘w | ;:%

- 'l WI L;l
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_ SIX ACOUSTIC i
L ANALYSIS, FINDINGS AND

ﬁmml}‘ﬂllndDwm

'.lr

- &

“ Description of Instrumens
61-1 Tape Recorder

A pamhle cassette tﬂpe recorder Wwas used to record a pI‘EPﬂ-"Ed
ot damgned to test vowel WEakt‘ning and unstressed svllable

giscuration in the spoken English of educated Yoruba speakers of

| [English. The recorded data was then transterred to a computer for
istrumental analysis.

The problem of ambient noise was encountered considering the

lact that the various recordings were not done in a sound-treated room.

- The noise reduction facility of the software Cool Edit Pro was utilized in

S essing of the sounds to eliminate some of the noise intrusion.

ide click/pop elimination, hiss and random noise reduction.
s not possible to eliminate all the noise, the residual noise
X J . ‘measurement of the vowel and syllable duration in any

However it interfered with the determination of

il i
] ill'h..l .

e b
> Il-l.I
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~ The computer hardware used for this analysis is a PC based sound

consisting of a Pentium Il /T MHZ Processor, 40 GB of

-
|
J

udio/Visual Hard Disk and a Full Duplex Multi 1/0 Audio Capture

TP R
L

*‘J consists of a suite of sound processing packages
dnding COOL Edit Pro, Sound Forge and a speech acoustic software - i

._.‘_ A ‘I E

> f' < sound waveforms to a resolution 48 KHZ in

“ar

M= 5 i aLr} - r ' - T PR
- Ty i et T s 1l r d‘ 3 ilc .
T s 1 [ = - - - | - i
" C - L e e L e W &
ol _;..F, ! g 4 : p i
. P - 1= el
i ...:' i - . e

N s Pt .Y
"
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h was subjected to statistical analy

tion of vowel weakening and
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]
.'J -

: mﬂdﬂcturwexeselectedﬁmh

vord group in Section B. Absent and Combine were selec

bl

n C H\ test vowel reduction and unstressed syllable ol

Y

= —

th as both Noun/Adjectives and Verbs in

.._q,l. .
.._~.._:‘ _

D, phonetics/phonetician and comedy/comedian were
for test vowel reduction and unstressed syllable obscuration in
st m otherwise strong vowels reduced when suffixes are

e is a resultant shift in stress. Pebble and Bacon
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o These approaches have succeeded in

describing rhythmic
gierences between languages as well as between varieties of a
| peguage (Milde & Gut 2002). The following is the process by which the
gumation of the stressed and unstressed svllables of the words which

aestitute the data for this acoustic analysis were measured:

s The waveform of each subject’s rendition of each word was
displayed on the computer.

« The waveforms of the relevant svllables and vowel sounds for

; each subject were then extracted from each word to get their
l appropriate duration in milliseconds.

The measurement of the duration was done with the

55 of the variable nature of speech since no two people can

Scanned by CamScanner
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M for accuracy and consistency.

The nature of the recordings (since they were not done in a

~ sound-treated room), made the speech signals suffer some level of

amplitude distortion due to excessive gain in the recording instrument.
This made the measuring procedure tedious but did not affect the

accuracy of the duration measurements.
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—>3 T gy
_5‘-‘“‘--—_ 1575
I i 1332
1584
169.4
1357

120.2
551.8 133 5

608.9 15
L 153.9

Testing the duration of unstressed syllable less in the word
55, the ten subjects have durations that range between 517 2ms
8.9ms. The control has duration of 492.7ms. The educated Yoruba
‘r nge between 113.3ms and169.4ms for the duration of
d -e- in the unstressed syllable -less of the -,-j:

- _.:E:'” ¥
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5 erved from this scatter that the RP speaker's

o
™ SN

{ ~less s under 500ms while those of the IYE

etween 500ms and 700ms. This iy
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- 'l,_ |"'i_"i_|—_.. ) bl
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Duration of Duration of
Unstressed Unstressed
Syllable Vowel
~tor of doctor -0- of doctor
148.3 88.9
1 190.5 156.2
2 137.9 104.8
3 143.5 90.1
4 97.6 79.3
5 179.3 94.1
i 158.6 128.3
7 131.5 93.7
8 148.5 116.1
9 197.6 101.2
179.5 115

., l; of the unstressed syllable -tor and the
mmmmﬂr e~

PR
" L
NG = r'|-FI \I ‘l

[ o A
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-atter for the Unstressed Vowel -0 - of
, Doctor

Subjects
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1163

. 96.8
138.7 89.6

YE subjects produced the -ma- of amateur within the range
- g ' -
nd 209ms while the -a- vowel in the -ma- syllable of the o

w e R
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0 established by the
Itis chart aboye that the FYE subjects took

ucin
ﬂ,#‘h producing the unstresseq syllable

~ma- of amateur than the

il
XY Scatter for the Unstressed Vowel -a- of
Amateur

160 -

a +EYE 3

120 | +EYE7
g100 'EmEYEz +EYB4EYE EYE 6 'EYEEYEQEV
EW- . BEY ‘EYEND [ ey
E <ol
R ontrol
E « Control
fo

m-

n.

Subjects
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Unstressing in Worgg
i i sty “ms;:“"ﬂﬂonuhiwummd
s jard English result in Vowel Weakening
'ﬂﬁ
SENT OF ABSENT (Noun and ver, Presentations)
Subjects m]mmnn of -
;Jent mn the sent in the
oun Form Verb form
where it is where it is
expected to be | stressed and
unstressed and | expected to be
shorter longer
Control/RP 374 510.5
EYE 1 323.2 286.8
) 549.1 572.3
3 629 555.2
4 487 204
5 468.5 592.1
| 6 402.5 370.4
- 531.3 549.5
3 513 530
9 580.1 518.6
10 464.6 435.9
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m "'.I

(mm)ﬁﬂhthdmhvﬂb!m hich is 110

" + consequently stronger and longer.

T"Wﬁbetwmthe—smtnfﬂ\enmmfnrmanduutufﬂww
jorm weTe calculated for the EYE subjects.

Table 22
The differences in the Duration of -Sent in the Noun and the
Verb Forms.
Control | 1 2 3 215 s T7 t3g I mm
the
Differences
for
—_— Subjects |
fierences 1365 | 364|232 738 |17 1236 | 321|182 |17 |61.5| 287 | 43.2
"
M’E_ﬂ____ [ I | i)

While the control’s difference is 136.5 ms, it is observed here that
the mean of the differences in duration for the EYE subjects which is
432ms further confirms that the EYE subjects hardly differentiated
between the noun and verb forms of —sent. It is observed here that the

. EYE Subjects all have differences that are not so remarkable in the

" duration of the unstressed -sent of “absent and the stressed -semt of

ab'sent. The control however is observed to have a remarkable

~difference between the durations of the two forms.
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‘
J'?'l ’ |
ettol 43.7 1311
Lkt 1495 1212
L 195

177.2

105.9

150.8

176.7

141

131.8

137.3

115.3

114.2

162.3

119.3

89.7

101.3

Sl o w N

975

100.2

101.4

125.9

ation of the stressed -e- when compared to the

The observation from the table above is similar to that of the

» duration. It is observed that there is a remarkable increase in

i

'
oty
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while the stresseq .
o & Version was produced in 131.1ms (the

w in duration being 37411\5) For the EYE subjects however, the

jreases in duration as expected, the differences were negligible
_ﬁ!ﬁeﬂ 1 has a difference of 28.4ms, subject 3 - 44.9ms, subject 5 -
- 5ms, subject 9 - 2.9ms and subject 10 - 24 5ms,

The mean for the EYE subjects is 132.5 for the unstressed vowel -

¢-and 128.8 for the stressed version. This implies a negligible difference

of 3.7. Another remarkable observation here is that the 3.7 difference in

the mean of the EYE subjects derived from the duration difference in

the production of the stressed and unstressed -e- does not apply as in
gtandard English because greater duration was applied to the
unstressed syllable which is expected to be shorter while the stressed

syllable which was expected to be longer was rendered shorter.
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«EYE10

'EYEG EYES
*EYES "EYES

Subjects

rved from the scatter above that the EYE st :
=« A B

W n :

ation difference that ranges between 0 and 50ms whi

| £
TE NCE MW'M Ay
RS . . fo— -I:In-l
|_I N
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] B e ———

i [LIThe Stressed com- of the
118 o - | Noun form of combine
R | |1y [@The Unstressed com- of
| [ [ the Verb form of combine
RERERELHL:]

£ L

also been established here too that the EYE subjects did not
ish stressed and unstressed syllables by making the stressed ones
As opposed to what is established in Standard English. Sometimes

bles that were expected to be made longer due to the influence of

m]dered shorter.
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9 | 10 | Mean of he

Differences
for EYE

184 | 218 |38 | 174 Tﬁ“?ﬁ——ﬁ Subjects

2382|281 15.7

' Scatter for the Difference in the Duration of
he Stressed and Unstressed Com- in the
Noun and Verb Presentation of Combine

Lo
o
e 3 ——i
—— —— -
e, = - — = =
e - = = =
ST ey | = e
=-! . E = s =
—_Jr E -".;:“': = b= e e
T . 3 I et ] —.
= E e — o oilim P s
Hi= - i =
1 ] = -
s = -1 - i t = |
== e e = e e e e
| . ——— = -, T = -
e R _”-— 1|!I!':__—_— I —~
el e = e POE =
e = Hel| ey F i
[ ajt el
=5 el -+ =
el H =] e o T
fim e
Pt b
(= ' AL -
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L

The Clustered Column fo;
Unstressed -0- in the Noyn

Combine

the Stressed and
and Verb Forms of

E—
=

~ inthe Noun form of
combine

1| L oThe unstressed <-of
{1 [} Com-inthe Verb form of
‘ combine

= ]
=3
i

Time in mililseconds
= =

L E
| §
i
e ————m L
EroE R L b S
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g il e R O BV E2RRE DT

The differences in the duration of -o- as rendered by EYE

ljects were represented in the table above where Mwm

i L

ing the closest to the control's). The mean of all these differences
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Unstressing in W, that hg
Suffixes are added ang there ve their Vowels reduced when
1S a shift in stress
29
Phonetics/Phonetician
Subjects oo
b 2'1::;2 of - | Duration of -
ne-after the
stressed in the suffix is added
Stem form and the stress
before suffix is shifts from it
a_d.'ie{i to -ti-
Control 146 105.5
EYE 1 15889 | 1316
2 151.5 153.4
3 140.8 143.2
4 139.3 1414
5 150.7 125.6
6 120.5 128.2
- 7 122.6 2045
8 164.2 128.8
9 140.9 159
10 130.2 128.9
Mean for EYE 141.9 144.5
subjects |

word phonetics assigns the primary stress to the -ne- syllable in

while the addition of the suffix -ian shifts the stress to the syllable

tly unstressing the -ne- syllable in phonetician. Most
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here that on th
1 © average, the syllapje whose duration should be

‘was made longer whj
e BET while the one that should be made longer was

Clustergd Columns for the Stressed -ne -
~of Phonetics and the Unstressed -ne - of
Phonetician

: [IThe Stressed -ne-of |
g~ g phonetics |
| 1] 'ﬂ: [ The unstressed -ne- of

11 |1

EETE
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clustered l:{].lu_n.m 221

L _ the ;
on between the duyrag;, . of the control as making a

Stresseq
Whe stressec and unstressed
he stressed syllable _ syllable,

een th 8 did not make remarkable
€se formg Some of the barg which r

________
e

ifferences in the Duration of ¢, .
he Unstressed-ne- of phﬂﬂeticiﬂ: Stressed -se- of phonetics

1 Y= T
2134156773 9 110 [Mean of
the
Differences
for EYE
. Subjects
9 126.619)24(21|25(77(819(354 181 1.3 25.9

g the differences in the duration of the stressed and
able -ne- for the EYE subjects, it is glaring that many of

P
.
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i ._.’ ~_: _'f“"-'t_h:mffﬂrence in the Duration of
s 1e- of Phonetics and the
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Duration of - | Duration of —e- ]
e- when after the suffix
stressed in the | is added and
stem form the stress
before suffix is | shifts from it
added to ~ti-
1D 409
1 101.8 934
2 86.9 917
3 82.3 65.2
F 4 99.3 914
— 92.1 81.6
6 932 829
7 74.4 93.5
914 Ld
— 78.9 . s

e
4 '-. <5
10 B LT

f ="
|l
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bserved hEl‘E a
' ... ; i E BDHLE §
dﬂfﬂm“‘:ﬁ in duration which

£

ward  Englispy Usage when Compared
s I-:_' __-_-,_‘_ ¥ = um . tl.te nthe.r

e Though not so significant,
N the duration of iy,

e -E-vﬁwelﬂfphonetir:s

PP E ot L

ffix ~ian is added o e
i i phonetician, Depite this, it is sill

L, [ ol iy
111
-

- fence in the means of the durations of the stressed ~e-
USSESSSES €S8 Produced. by these EYE subjects

15 not so

A

RIS SRR € RS 2 mean of 90.6 while the umstressed -&-

of 87 with only a difference of 3.6ms,

18 ' #p_lumns for the Stressed -e - of
he -ne of Phonetics and the Unstressed -e-
~of the -ne - of Phonetician

| OThe stressed -e- of the -ne-
5 of Phonetics

|| [OThe unstressed -e- of the -
~_ ne-of Phonetician '
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34|5ﬁ?39wMeanof
the
Differences
for EYE
171179105 103 1191 | 141 991177 12
1
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for
d .:i.ﬁ:fm ® In the Duration of
ressed .o OMelics and he
¢ Of Phonetigian
EY

o ‘E¥Elp S |
*EYES ‘c"“".".’.‘..

; EY}E-4EYEE?53 'EYES

Subjects

rved from the XY Scatter above that though there is a
tiation in duration of the rendition of the e- vowel by EYE
control is still observed to have a higher duration difference
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33

o Coml!ﬂ?fcnmun
Subiects _-—] 2
bj D“Iﬁhnn of - Duratio
e e
“HStresged in 5
the stem form the sute: after
otes Al suffix is
added added and the
Stress shifts to
= ~— I
-_-_--_-_-—-—-____
Control
EVET ———74 | qes
o — 160.6
- P il 1813
e 1873
= i Zﬂ[]‘S 190.2
5 | g 2
E 08
- e o o L aha
: 1993 L 1674
5 ﬁ*g | 259
; 202.6
10 198.4 167.0
Mean {ﬂr EYE 177 183.9
subjects

The word Comedy has its stress assigned to co- and the other
ables are therefore unstressed. However, when the suffix -ian is added,
stress shifts to -me- , and co- gets unstressed in the word comedian. It is

from the table above that the EYE subjects do not have
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£ the -me. o comedy. Some

1
L8} s
- L i i .
e K -
E »
k. p— Yy
. " Iula 1 k. ol .
] AT —
.I o . - =
'.I' [ T
'

=me- of Comedian

L The mean for the EYE

The muaﬂrad Bulumns for th

The Clu W e Stressed -me -
- of Comedian and the Unstressed -me - of
Comedy

H
R Y
o 11
o TR
".fl] k| ||Ih'|

e el

IR L |
gD -.r.:lﬁ:tt;ﬁ“ﬁ"ﬁ_ﬁl‘lfi‘-: k

i

il

h_1 O The unstressed me-of
1 comedy

| [OThe Stressed -me- of

| comedian

pas) ]
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o T el
Lo ETiioeseess NI ERIDEE Expeeed
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i in the Durati
o differences in uration of the Ungtr _
3:! _the Stressed me- of Comedian d ~me- of Comedy

B, L
Control|1 (2 /3 14 15 [6 [7 T8 T9 110 [Mean c

the
Difference
for EY

|

Subjects
78.3 20.7 126|119 |47({18|21(319!574|1.1|31.4|18.9

r I}
& - N 8 |
P all - 1I|II
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P,,ﬁ
| rhe vowel —e-in the —me. o¢

Subjects | Duration of = T
e- when A w
unstressed in When stresgeq

before suffix js &;m b

R added shifts to it
Control 188 841
e 57—,
Vol 117.2 1242
T 104.4 1@ 3
e, 85.9 944
=51 & 84.9 98
T 99.2 55.5
I 8 82.0 1297
9 101.3 94.2
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her ment add
s as ear eNtioneg does e
ql‘l“iﬂ{d P!'Igl]ﬁh uﬂg& orm to what obtains in
L1
The Clustﬂrazl Columns fo, the y
-me-0
of the hCnmeﬂy and the gy, stressed -¢
the -me. of o Media essed -e- of
140 -
30 “_'. ! B = gL
g I 3( IS
L 43 i —Sut——
v 0 {THTH riH B L D™ unstressed +- of the
; 1] : me- of comedy
e n 1| h|E B The stressed -e- of the -
4B sl me- of comedian
il ._ all of comedian
- ‘I/-:_ .__ ‘HE B : mil
i 88 WmE WA 18 & i

Except for Subject B, the durations of the unstressed vowel - e- for
subjects as observed in the clustered columns above are not very
rent from that of the stressed version which in Standard English is

tted to be longer. The control as observed in same clustered columns

£ a remarkable distinction between the versions of the vowel.
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Table 36

The differences in g Dustayy
Comedy a0 the Stressed —e. of o the Unstressed —e- of

7 18 [9 [10 [Mean of
the
Differences
for EYE
356 |03[7|163]29 (g5 ot am Subjects

79|37 477 71444174

What is observed here is that the EYE subjects who differentiated
aqarkably between the duration of the stressed -e- of comedian and the
yressed -e- of comedy have the longer duration assigned to the
tressed syllable while the stressed syllable is rendered shorter. Subjects
8§ and 10 have a duration difference of 43.7ms 44.7ms and 44.4ms
ectively. These duration differences are even higher than the control’s
th is 35.6ms. But, the higher durations are not assigned to the stressed

hbles as has been established to be the case in Standard English.

r
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=

%

g ety o ue” | ST
pebble | imeriea | “itwea | pekaor |or e | e
G o3 | T
_ = = St
,im’/ 245.8 hﬁl?ﬁ““‘jw— &7
& 267.9 1{33“*———-_.____51__“ 157 :
Lﬁ/"f&? L 5 T T—— 5 146 =
S . = -
!ﬁﬁ'ﬁ 2433 | 0929 —
i | 2739 el i B
- i 2289 352 T ‘
v 241 | 1128 =T
e 280.1 1434 76 = _
EE.IL 267.9 150.1 % | im -

It could be observed from the table above that the EYE subjects
gher inserted a vowel between the supposed syllabic consonant -1 in the
ustressed syllable -bl of pebble and the preceding /b/ sound or
sitituted a strong vowel for the syllabic consonant -1 The control
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Control: No vowsl
D winserted before or
substituted for -,

Subjects
It could be observed from the scatter above that the EYE subi
weed some vowels with remarkable production durations in the

usiressed syllable -ble /bl fof pebble or substituted some vowels for the

shic consonant /-1 / of pebble. With the control however, it

T

e .
.
1 i il = |I =] = b R "r"*" s i e ol S e R R e
e 00, BHIEE WY ARLRE AR LFiE § 2 BTRfARLR = . {
[ e s
-

- r
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¢ 33 Scatter for
XY the Do
unstressed Syllapje ... “n in the
200 JEYE1 e
%150 “ e ‘HE!E‘-I’.EM
“EYES EYES
| 2
2100 i = h [VEYE |
i | - Control
#
3 Cuntl_'_n_l: No
i fplsanars s
It is observed from the scatter above that the EYE subjects all

i tressed syllable / -kn /. The
od one vowel EIﬂ'EEUﬂ'lEImthEumtI‘ESEEdSFHE / -kn o
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lish that the EYE
pesia?

o the control’s.

The plot of the first formant for the vowel -o- in the unstressed
gllable ~£OT of doctor for the EYE subjects and the control reveal that
jpe first formants of the vowel -o- as rendered by the EYE subjects have
L frequency range between 489HZ and 1345HZ. The control however
s a frequency range between 1567HZ and 1872HZ. This depicts that
e first formants of the vowel -o- for the EYE subjects are relatively
ower in frequency than the control’s.

The mean of the first formant data for EYE subjects further

onfirms that the first formants of -o- as rendered by the EYE subjects

o=

A PR RIS uis N .
= VUL = - —
A R
L, Frsiim, T ! 1 PR
Samet St LR RS - Tha ! Vevary il
1 o g Tawror 1 1 AT A
¥ 3 i 0 L - |

1I'FEL
|"'m, L
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ﬂﬁeds have lower &equmypm Tillice

of the unstressed syllable -tor of dockot i ;ﬁmﬂl e

st of the EYE subjects proves further that the EYE subjects have
- frequency in milliseconds than the control.
What has been established here is that the quality of the vowel -

g- in -tor as rendered by EYE subjects (though realized as different
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ble
w[h obscuration i, Educated Yoryp, Eng,

Mﬁ‘*ﬂhﬂﬂhﬂn “Stablished thay in 1

- dducated Yoruba

lish has,

| | E}ill&hllaﬂ of disyllabic and polysyllabic words are
dered  quantitative witly (e unstressed syl
Jonger durations than expecte

ables assigned

d of an unstressed syllable in

7 ‘-”" :-’ unstressed vowels of the unstressed svllables of disyllabic
| Wnﬁbi‘: words are also made guantitative rather than
Ee]] ﬂﬂit iS‘thE case in Standard Eﬂgﬁﬁh

! it

he unstressing of words that could be nouns/adjectives or
.-Mﬁmmmummwmuf&m
(a.g. “combine / kombain/ and com’bine /
Mnhmrved
sumudﬁt@iﬂhmmmﬁe
wdhfwﬂﬁwmmﬂwmed
- ﬂihemwﬂaﬂﬁﬂm
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. 1l
OWEeVET made 3 Temarks
two forms of the worg ST Eetotenite

EYE subjects. The control

s Where there

were duration differences between these

versions, the higher durations in most instances were not
assigned to the appropriate stressed syllable or vowel as in
Standard English. This reveals that the EYE subjects have
no conscious knowledge about the weakening and
obscuration of sounds in unstressed positions in Standard
English.

On the application of unstressing to words that have their vowels

ed when suffixes are added and there is a shift in stress (e.

-.-r' S HL {3 T A S ‘-alr-_: -
ETVRARPELS LAEL
Lt = e g i e S

a f----=ﬁ-ﬁ:-1.h
T Y ] 3

W
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a'md the unstresseﬂ Versions of these syllables, no regularity
in_patiern s established, Some of the subjects even
rendered the unstressed version of the syllable which is
supposed to be made obscyre more quantitative than the
stressed version,

With unstressing in syllables that have syllabic consonants as

ks, the following discoveries were made:

o Relatively, the EYE subjects were found to have rendered
the syllables with syllabic consonants as peak more
quantitative than the control. In Standard English, these
syllables are unstressed and therefore expected to be

accompanied by a decrease in their acoustic duration.
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control having a highe m.q1 ‘ml M that of the contral (the |
* Tequency for the first and second

formants of the
_ vowel -0- than the EYE subjects used tor
the acoustic analysis, "

It has theretore been established that the findings of this acoustic

estigation corroborates the earlier findings from perceptual auditory

jgation that the EYE speakers do not weaken the unstressed

gbles so that they are made obscure in contrast with the stressed

ples which are expected in Standard English to be quantitative.

Spontaneous Speech Analysis

This section of the investigation of vowel weakening and
ed Yoruba English is to take

e e Sl T il
e

S =L : *

LTI g !
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.:'_-: E-ElE"-:tEd pﬂrﬁﬂn of thE‘ diﬁ{:ﬁme was transcribed after

) As with the analysis of {he Prepared text used in the main
f the investigation, monosyllabic content words were ignored
l: i monosyllabic content words usually have the only syllable
comprise of stressed and consequently strong. Disyllabic and
jllabic words were analyzed in the part referred to as Unstressed
Syllable Weakening in Word Stress while grammatical/ form
were analyzed under Senfence Stress. The analysis of natural

50 confirmed a preponderance of strong vowels and syllables.

tressed Vowel and Syllable Weakening in Word Stress

words regards, area, people, making, mention, rural, grass root,

:- - . il o846 -:-'.'.IJ-'.-I. &, - =l [ ] '] o
b = o .
- - I. L - ot B

P
'
L
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|

—t Words W i |
n Prodiciics EYE Production

Il gadz

‘earia

JER,

11 gads
ool “eria
Prbs “pipul
III'ETkII] “me:kin
_men '[]-:1 " “man Jon
‘T varsl Seural
gI'ES'I'u:.t . |g'f_i_ﬁ‘mt
| "levl | “levul J
ken “san kon san 4\
| “lavkl | “lokul
[ naf inof
pa’fomd

L=

pe formd
brko:s bikos

‘weds “weda
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et
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a sic words in the selected portion of the speech eg ‘“rural

grel/, con'cent /ken sz, per formed fps'fa:md/, “whether/ webde
under / ande/ were produced as /‘rural/, /kom'san/,
oafomd/,/ 'weda/ and /“onda/ respectively. The -ral of rural was

aduced as /- ral/, the con- of concern as / kon -/, the per- of performed

./, the ~ther of whether as /-0a/ and the -der of under as /-da/.
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Expected o
Production RP | EYE Production
‘T"miﬁiﬁmﬁ*
Gensr(s)l o e

e B %
‘pRmens At SWe—r
“denaral Aol
dr'velspment di velopment*
ik spektid 5 spektad*
“gavnmant “govment*
‘laiklthud “laiklihud*

n sten’ tetles astan telios*
ken' klju: 5n kon' klufon*
saetis faektar! i
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. Ge werally, comfortable, overnance, generql, development, expected,

wenit, ostentatious, conclusion, circumstances, and presently are

jed a5/ denerali/,/komftebul/, /'govnans/, /deneral/,

-y T
; ST
il g

ent/, /& spekted/, /“govment/, / osten'tefios/,

klufon/ , sa'komstansis/, and /" presentli/.
In the words above, the vowels expected to be reduced and
e 'f_- were produced as strong vowels. In the case of presently, a

on of the vowel in the unstressed syllable -sent- is expected but

an have the vowel elided, the EYE subject inserted the strong

TS tEE.d.

o "_._'I- - “_“-:IWJIT.; :#;_._;.

»

P
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!
i d co
Jabic and consequently aye always peaks of certain unstressed |
5. These set of words were found in the speech of the EYE :
Expected RP | EYE Production
 Production
-pl pul i
_j_.ﬂ Jon |
'_‘1 -ral
"’.l. -vul
bl -bul
bl -bul |
a1l -ral |
30 -Joan E
-znt- -sont- |

e discovery here is that strong vowels were inserted in the
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Expected RpTroe——
Production s Production | Comments on
bst = —+— | contexts. S
[bot ] should be weak
S - Bl medially |
o land] should be
gnd | e | strong initiallv
land] should be weak
—_— mediallv
det [Bat] should be weak
= | medially
i 2 should be
Dot | [bat] strong initially

“ i conjunctions in weak contexts, the EYE subject substituted
_::__;::_:;.:.: from Yoruba for the weak vowel /s/ that should be in
the unstressed syllables. /o/ was substituted for /e/ where but
' v, /a/ for /e/ where and and that are found medially.

ubject had no problem with the strengthening of stressed

agh vowels in the Yoruba mother tongue were substituted

=
_______________
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Expected EYEp—e——

Pmdum EYE Plﬁdncﬁm Comments on

5 _-_—""—‘-‘;i*——=____________ contexts.

o8 —tiE should be weak
—— 198 | should be weak

Pronouns were produced with strong vowels by the EYE subject
_ ted for natural speech. |, which should be / s /was produced
aif, they which should be /ds/as the strong / de /and us which

ould be weakened to /es/ as the strong /s /.

ST

Expected  RP | EYE Production | Comments on
Production contexts.

ta

Scanned by CamScanner



t in the speech
Expected  RP [ EYE Prog .
Production uction E:n:i::te:ts un-l
= av | should be
weakened to
/ ev / when it
occurs medially
in a sentence
. as should be /s/
alter /t/ in a
sentence
ad ad smﬁdbe [ad.f
| Cm'liéxfﬁ M@t
. ai’ar L ha, she
I 'r
i II r]
d Ix}m Pl 1
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1 [a] for the expected weak vowel (8] in the word. Has was also
ored as [as] rather than [s] which shoyld pe produced where has
urs after /t/ in Standard English. Had which was expected to be
duced as the weak / ad/ was produced as the strong [ad], would
. be /d/ after they was produced quantitatively as [wud]
1 are which should be weak / & / was produced as the strong [a] by
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L, ._?1 to be weakened as / o] i

3 Acoustic ic Analysis of Some Grammatical Words used by the
gBC (RP) and the EYE subjects in similar contexts.

gome grammatical words found in the speeches of the EYE and
8BC (RP) subjects in similar contexts were analyzed acoustically.
ere measured in milliseconds to determine whether the sounds

ted for the Standard English sounds by the EYE subjects were

tive or weakened.
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RP (BBC Subject)
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B.B.C (R.p)
2 SPEaker
9 9ms EYE Subject
6 T 15.9ms
13.5ms ]

to as produced by BBC (RP) Speaker and EYE
Subject

RP (BBC Subject)
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The acoustic analysis of the natural speech of both the EYE and
(RP) subjects further confirms a preponderance of quantitative
5 in Educated Yoruba English. With all the grammatical words
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1 Stress
[ ] is ﬂdded as Proposed in ChDII'Isk? ad Halle's

i Pattern of English. Rather B S s i it
' des are used. The trees divide binarily into Strong (S) and
nodes . S here stands for stronger than W and W stands for
Lker than 5.

Vowels that are [+Stress] are potentially S(trong) while vowels
_Stress| are potentially W(eak). Therefore all vowels that are
are often strong and strengthened  while vowels that are

. often weak and consequently obscure. There should be an

:mm&emmgmdwmmmmwﬂ
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from the crowd
SWWwsw g . =
L eW 38 o S § g

> SSEWESS g

S W s
3 S S S S 5 g 5 g g 5 g

5: 5 89S 888 5 8. e o u
. 558 588 & B & & =
B SWWAES 5 o 6 8 g

5,98, 8,88 S8 8 s 8.
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14 15 16 17

2 3 456 7 8 9 1 12
There are twelve syllables in the sentence Suddenly another man

3".'_. om the crowd. The control applied the Lexical Prominence

ory Rule (LPCR) on the syllables labeled 13-17 and applied the
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ral 8 o pek (EW&Inment)
3 e 8%  ment
8 i s ) S

(PI‘Esently) i)

It could be observed from the analysis above that rather than
Je binarily into S and W nodes which are expected to alternate, the
odes all divide into S and S nodes. So rather than have syllables
odes that are weaker than S or Stronger than W alternating in the
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(expected)

Kk “spek tid

(conclusion)

ken “klju: an

(circumstances)
‘s kem sten siz

S W W W

t can be deduced from the expected RP presentation that the
biect used more strong vowels than the expected weak vowels.
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23 24 25 26 27

.-',_: 345 6 7 891011 12 131415 18 17 18 19 20 21 22

All the syllables in the sentence are labeled 1-22. 23-29 labels the
ed syllables of the sentence, applying the Lexical Prominence
ry Rule (LPCR) while the Nuclear Stress Rule applies at the
¢ level to assign the nuclear stress to /"nai-/ (labeled as 30) as

1 L AR e X e
. 3 O 1 _: | flls =l -|_ :_:.. _'. _':::_._- 4] ."—JI'" Y e ] . =t
st N I R
— g 5 r = ¥
L | — - .
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ened vowels and syllables that characterize Standard English.
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conclusion 282

rhis investigation of ye.. gEos .
"INg and unstressed syllable

research questi 2 W Sioeting answens o
ot Of uestions rajgeg
>0 3 1o establish 4 description for

uba English Thythm which pyg been observed to be markedly
' marke

fferen" fromn Smeiied ol thythm. The inflyence of stress on the

gwels of Standard English Wh‘m’-‘b‘)’ Stressed vowels are strong and

ressed vOWels are often weak has been established in the literature
Vowel weakening and unstressed syllable obscuration has been
ablished as one of the important features that account for the
culiar thythm of Standard English which makes it different from that
pther languages (even from other languages that use stress). The

tive absence of these phenomena is one of the crucial factors that
int for the loss of the typical rhythm of English language in

--“..:l‘l'-_-‘_;- n "‘ . " = . . ] . . | . =
Y 1 i = : -

>
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in? conclusions reached:
The investigation into vowe] weakening and word stress in
won to disyllabic, polysyliabic, and words that could function a8
jouns/ Adjectives or Verbs revealed remarkable scarce use of weak
owels and syllables in educated Yoruba English. Vowel reduction in
| suffixes also established a preponderance of strong vowels.
ghift in stress due to the addition of a suffix was found out not to
in the weakening of the vowel from which the stress has shifted.
vowels which in Standard English are supposed to be unstressed
sequently weakened were still produced in their strong forms.

jith words that are expected to have syllabic consonants rather
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With grammatical words such as : " ; ,

ouns, adjectives and auxiliary verbs that have both the strong and

-

forms in Standard English, EYE subjects were discovered not to
remarkable distinctions between the forms of the words that are
yand weak. . The weak schwa / o / which is a common vowel
1\ the weak forms of these words is often not found in the
 words produced by the EYE subjects in English sentences.

1 S

i =l

&
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stressed syllables are rendered strong
0t weakened. The EYE subjects appropriately use strong vowels
2 words therefore confirming the assumption that EYE speakers

do not encounter problems in the use of strong vowels but
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The Standard English characteristic feature of using the

weak forms of grammatical words in English sentences is

not employed in Educated Yoruba English.

Educated Yoruba users of English do not foreground the
stressed syllables by making the unstressed syllables

obscure. Most educated Yoruba spoken English syllables
are quantitative.

e The stress patterns of Educated Yoruba English are further
confirmed to be markedly different from that of Standard

English.

ould be deduced from the discoveries above that there is a
s and vowels in Educated Yoruba
e -_""‘I'_'. '. m‘ '.' 4 _. ; iz -

anmaced to Standard Englisn usag
Bl ] ALY L sjshaln 1 Rt | - E
UPPUoCU B SR 3 T R
il sl e " '.% - #'I rr -
LI ‘- Ty b

:-..J-.-h il
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tion of Nigerian spoken English. It will answer some salient
. =

s regarding why the thythm differs markedly from that of

':_i! f.w:.nt: 1. It will also be ﬂfmm ]h'm m&y those

ea of second language acquisition, phonetics, phonology,

. _.‘.. b ) 5 . - ..-__ s .,_. _ _
| L I110S A CSOWTOLITNE LSS,
R Zoasfe S e T L i
L
ha L ] r 1'. N
. bl L .

.'.1| ‘.I
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read as naturally as possible
EXERCISE A
teacher 3. doctor 4, honour
maroon 7,  gyccess 8. luckless
about 11.business 12. market
genial 15. ago 16. private
attend 19.  excess 20. intimate

molar 23. forget 24. oppose
perhaps  27.  obsess 28.good temper
women 3], autumn 32. barracks
gracious

parade 35.  excess

baron’

36

manage 9. afraid 40. support
appease  43. forchead 44
48

express 47. pr{wide expose
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Manipulate 9 -

apparition 4 examination
Phcﬂtm-y 7 re-engage 8 tomorrow
ﬂmbﬂ&adﬁr 11 Opportunity 12 baronet
SeStanly 15 explosion 16 interact
potato 19  insurance 20 humorous

22 margarine 23 maneuverable 24 gallantry

Jocomotor 26 eradication 27  educated 28 concurrence

ﬁphm“l 30 illustration 31 lullaby 32 luncheon
mistress 35  objectless 36 paragon

extincion 39  malady 40 litigious

34

38

42  melodious 45 mechanic 44 pedantry
46  bachelor 47 embassy 48 tomatoes
50

election

RS- | - .
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VERBS
Absent
combine
ally
envelope
record
protest
object
annex

recount %
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desolate
Conduct
pervert
project

frequent

phonetician
politician
comedian
grammarian
Canadian
colonial
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et .'“‘-I-* | eradication
exhortation
economic
execution
inferiority
curiosity
photographer
geographic

germanic

EXERCISE E
3 bacon 3 sizzle 4 hospital
de TR | happen 8 television
peasant 12 little
principle 16 panel
19  bottle 20  total

Scanned by CamScanner



a'bet 4 prosoon

7 ob'nort 8 ex'tern

‘Get up and dress up’, Sam said to her. ‘Now you can pack your

bag - and baggage and don't ever show your face here again,
understand?’

‘Whatever does that mean?’ she queried. ‘I thought I knew you
'~ but I don't, do I? Will you be kind enough to give me two or three

~ minutes?’, she asked sarcastically.

EXERCISE H
mmmtol.mdﬂﬁ-ﬁh:ewasacmﬂy going,
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said aloud. My parents planned this for their own selfish end’, she
said to herself. She then looked at her friend and exclaimed * God
help us women’

EXERCISE 1

There was a man who suddenly sprang out of the crowd

__.-._j_'j__,; g to Mary and holding an egg. As he waved, he did an
tic dis blay. James saw the scene, ran there and gave the man
.I crowd applauded. Surely this is the hour they had
one for. Suddenly another man came from the crowd

[ promise I'll give you

aving ‘please stop the fight
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| Then 1 used to d :
st ﬂ'\lngs infludingstreet hawking. I used to

urse, what does it matter as long as one
knows the purpose for engaging in such jobs. Despite the poor
returns, 1 would have succeeded in my aim but for one incident. In
the course of pursuing my ambition, one day, I ran into an
unpleasant situation, I was accused of stealing. ‘She’d kept it in the

. ‘bush!’ , shouted my employer’s daughter. ‘She should be taken to
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» ':a:*':* adur tear stre aki
. | ok my cheeks.
g0 now’. So she

'm not a thief’, 1
At me and saiq I'll free you this time.

and Mary will be my witness too. | must

stormed oyt of the house. I felt deflated. Where is

~ the courage with which o 80 on working for them. Is this where
the zeal to excel lands one? Lack of ambition is bad but being called

a thief is worse. Where are you, my God? I do know you're alive. 1

do act according to your plans.
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e
PONTANEOUS SPEECH DATA

BBC (RP) SPEAKER
\ gay clergyman has been offici
officially confirmed as the Bishop for NeW
. Jim Robi ; ’
obinson's the first openly declared homosexual

1.6 bishop. This
P vote has put strains and factions between the

es in the ; :
U.S and the Anglican churches worldwide. One ot the

is the Nigerian Bishop

opponents of the ordination of the gay Bishop

Okorocha of Owerri parish, he joins me now life.

to become bishop.

Bishop, this is a democratic process, he has a right

of a democratic

Will you accept that on the basis
become bishop?

process, he has a
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APPENDIX
LR
SPONTANFOUS SPEECH DATA

EDUCATE
D YORUBA ENGLISH (EYE)

 think Nigerians generall
. y are comfortable with governance in

Nigeria. In general terms with
regards to development, not only area

development but dev :
elopment in the a general state. And people have

been making menti
& on of rural development at the grass root level

pecause of the
. concern, because of the high expectatic-n from

gov i
go ernment at that level. And if we want to look at what has gone 10

Jocal government maybe between nineteen ninety-five and now the

that we want to reach ostentatious conclusion that it had

be'jrﬂnd this kind ot

likelihood is

not been satisfactory enough. But the issue goes

conclusion that we want to look at the circumstances

...eh.... speedy
ere operating t0 decide whether

ther the local govemmﬂnt has perfurmed well or not.
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