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CHAPTER ONE
GENERAL INTRODUCTION

1.0 Background o the Study

The purpose p,l" this work is to determine the image of the female in written

nist African feminist theory as the lhcorelical. framework.

that there is a connection between the literature of a society and the real

ights of the plays chosen for this stu
' f their expericnce from t
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people’s minds (o certain important issues that require atlention. Iy increas
| e ases mass

consciousness and the zeal to seek liberation, improvement and development wiy
vhere

necessary. It is the image of Igho women in Igho society ag presented through (he

selected plays that we set out (0 explore. The intention is to awaken (he consciousness

ol lgbo society and Nigeria as a whole; towards women issues, thereby promoting the
welfare of the female in Igbo society.

YT

iE
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questionnaire. evaluated and validated were issued out to respondents through a

simple stratificd random sampling procedure. Efforts were made to see that nobody '."j'
responded more than one questionnaire. The researcher and some research assistants N
went to the respondents individually in their homes or. at times, during their town o S g'
meetings. giving and collecting back completed copies of the questionnaire J'L;%;

unmedmmly The researcher and her research assistants were always_by the sides of

the respondbnt‘% (o awsl them in explaining some aspects of the questionnaire when
there was the need (o do so. The sampling procedure was objective in nature. The

questionnaire was aimed at measuring the actual responses the rescarcher mt;nded' o

get from the target group used as samples and o help the researcher to

."er="lj'1t";-real_1ly in lg.bo' soel.el:y as it concerns I_ghn women.
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rescarcher was forced 1o select 18 plays based on the ability of their plots to discuss
mainly female characters. The |1rc‘mnlﬁliun of the image of cach female character in
the _pl-n'-yS:"h'ﬂ"SﬁBd-’_("n their ne_galivc or positive characterisation, level of compliance and
pon-compliance 10 male dominance. general portrayal of their levels ol cconomic.

alumlml\ﬂl pulitical, sociv-cultural and religious empowerment. and their onomastic

PMN‘)‘*‘.\L as comparee d 1o those of the male characters, are critically exanined.
e
As U) iy

Eals
: .'- ""'_'fts (o achieve its objectives. Works written in other language medium

study is a pioneer effort, it is also based on both primary and

mage of lgbo women are referred to and are added 1o those works
“ “b‘.ﬁf literature. Information was also collected from the works of

: scholars and other scholars.

| h.fe mages of women in the real Igbo society with the aim

e _.,iams m appreclalmi., or dwmdhng mmpareﬂ lo = 'y
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form of victory. transformation or transcendence of despair. Feminist literary texts
give way to women’s bonding and female friendships.

Feminist texts reject
marginalisation of women, and their characteristic tone comprises

S rage at women's
oppression and revolutionary optimism about the possibility for change.

While all feminist texts may align with the above description, there is a sharp
difference between a mainstream/core feminist text and a womanist/African feminist
text. Their 'd‘ifferences'.lie in the fact that a mainstream/radical feminist text subverts
heterosexual love and passion, and interrogates family and heterosexual love and

passion, and cherishes some societal cultures, which do not marginalise motherhood.

On the other hand, a womanist/African feminist text plot accommodates women or -
oppresses them. It also accommodates marriage, family and motherhood but does not e

accept female stereotyped roles. Whereas a mainstream/ core feminist plot ends in
divorce or total collapse of the family, a womanist/African feminist plot
accommodates both the husband and the children in the relationship but the female

gradually pulls out of any form of suppression experienced in the marriage without _
..bmakmg the marriage. Finally, all plots of feminist texts portray a goo fithe -
‘woman and contain se,me aspects of struggle for hberauen from

-appr\esmme_fﬂf'i
Newrfheless, all femlmst texts can alsa p@rbmy
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definition of the concept (Sheila 1980, Bunch, 1981\,

Davidson 1983, Richard
1992:10-14, and Butler 1994). Feminism means different things to dify; |
ditferent p
‘_lﬂ_m.gmmphwal and cultural areas depending on such p
feminist ideology.
Due to such differences in the understanding of the term feminism, differen
holars have cnhceptauhsed feminism from different perspectives, Scholars Jike
h (1978): Sheila (1980:40); Andemon (1983); Allen and Sheldon (1986); and
uma (2000). view feminism from a socio-cultural perspective.To these scholars,
&miﬂmmuf’s a mﬁ‘prqpaganda against the socio-cultural relegation of women to the

S xS,

d and the patriarchal oppressions. exploitations and the suppression of

eople in

eople’s PErception of the

-wme'ﬂ hy mua, culture and the society.lt is a social reform aimed at achieving

ality of men and women in all spheres of life in the society. .
ik %mhﬂhrsm of the opinicn tha\it feminism is any political struggle or -
wﬁv vism whi‘c‘h is based on en‘dir‘tg socio-economic, and cultural or

(1994:20), Chukwuma(1994:i) Nnonmnm,m), m”__
) __,,W Nﬁbnyelu (2@3*416}’1?& ﬂam.femmm is |
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definitions of jeminism. They feel that such definitions are incomplete and flawed
hecause they do not inculcate the whole story of feminism but have made it to in¢lude
a limited analytic uselulness in terms of strugele. They eriticise feminism in terms of
cultural imperialism and NArowness in its expositions on gender. Modern feminism
has been extensively criticised as being predominantly, but not exclusively, associated
with Western middle-class academia. Chinweizu (1990) opines that feminism *is a
revolt in paradise™. To Chimvezu, feminism is a revolt by women who are well placed
in the society and are enjoying their lives. He feels this way hecause, to him. women
have no cause Lo ask for liberation because they are already in power. Ile believes that
ulgﬂw men who need to be liberated from the bondage women have placed them as

mothers. Other critics who disagree with the preaching of
re Ferguson (1950:3) and Moers (1976:451).

men’s lovers. wives. -and

hate against females by some feminists @

Guch eritics, who are third wave feminists. agree that women, especially with the

evements of first-wave and second-wave feminists, equally oppress men.

current ach | :
llrcx hchﬁve that gender cqualtty means oppression of neither gender, that male
where it is rsparted that males die fmm
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It was in the light of these postulations of various scholars about feminism

(hat Adebayo (1 999:25) opines thus
Defining feminism is a question of taking a political stance. It is
contingent upon the way the definer understands the past, present.
and future relationships between men and women...definition of
feminism is difficult because of the diversity of feminist thought
because there are varieties of feminisms, that are concerned with
the relationship between men and women and how both should®”

relate better.

basis of feminist ideology is that rights. privileges. status and obligations

The
should not be determined by gender. Feminist activism is a grass-rool movement.
which cuts across class and race boundaries. It is not Western middle-class women .,
propaganda. though many of the proponents of Western feminism may be of this it F 'L —
3

class. Feminism is culturally specilic and it addresses issues relevant to women of

particular socicties. For instance, we can talk of genital mutilation in Sudan and the a5
. r
le circumeision in Yoruba, Igbo and Hausa ethnic groups in- 7

Tiv of Nigeria, fema
fficking in Nigeria. Ther

Nigeria: glass ceiling in North America: and female tra

some issues that are universal. such as rape. incest, and wife battering. Femini

claims about the disadvantages Western women encounter are often I
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relations. relating the ideology of sexism (o the social
institutions in which it is produced
From all the definitions given above, we consider feminism to be a revolt by

women for recognition and equal opportunities. Women want to be given recognition
in their societies globally. They want to acquire equal rights with men: legal rights,
political rights. social rights, religious rights, marital rights and cultusal rights. They
reject the idea of being classified as inferior, child-bearers and raisers, silent, weak.
<extial objects and unachieved per sonalities who must only be identified through their
'I;I;lgb'andei' and who ..afI-‘e- not worthy of highly placed administrative and political
positions. Feminism enher as a belief, a critique. or a struggle is a social theory and a Hak

jll'

political movement primarily informed and motivated by the experience of women. = ' !

R

g
Many proponents of feminism focus on analysing gender inequality, which is nowa

erests and i Feminism
global issue and the promotion of women's rights. interests and issues. ‘eminism- o

focuses on gender politics. power relations and sexuality. Conversely fer

;p@[i{ﬁba@] activism i'campaigns: are on issues such as .reprﬂ.q_ugﬁwg
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action.The term feminism is sufficient for all faces of the strupgle against mal
. o . . . aBe L ma €

domination, oppression,exploitation and suppression of women. Therefore femin
. 1sm

is an umbrella word that covers all facets of feminist theories.

In conclusion, it is noteworthy that behind every feminist movement, be it
political or social force, is a feminist theory.A Feminist theory then, is a social and
political thought that lies behind much of feminist politics or movements. It forms the
basis for social policies and social actions that have driven change in recent years. It has
guided some of the basic transformations in the lives of both men and women and it
aims to understand the nature of inequality and focuses on gender politics, power
relations and sexuality. o

Feminist theory developed out of the thought behind women’s movement. [n Ea
fact, the two are inextricably linked because behind feminist politics lie modes of -.q.r,
analysis: feminist theory, which guide and inform social and political action. Femlmst

theory is mfused with, gendered assumptlons about the character of social wwa its

understanding of the conditions in society and to make us eny

effecting social changes based on existing problems. It is not
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1 Feminism: A Historical Background
Feminism, according to Adebayo (1999:24), originated from the Latin word

«Femina” which means pertaining to women. Feminism is a theory as well as a
movement that concerns itself with the advancement of women’s position through a
struggle to achieve political, legal, economic, literary rights (for women) as are
-:'{cé:epﬁed_fmen (Offen 1988:33). By the explanations of Moers (1976:10) and Offen
(1988:33), feminism started in the United States of America and in Europe as a
women’s liberation and emancipation movement against the oppression and
exploitation of women. ] :

The emergence of Western feminism, according to Davis and Schieifer (1989),
Lerner (1994) and Adebayo (1999: 24), dates back to the late eighteenth century to the

early nineteenth century. In France, it was introduced during the agitation of women [ﬁ

the ari§tﬂerati'c class for cqual rights with men.The suppression of women is worldw

one time or the other. Adebayo (1999:24) supports the fact that
worldwide by her opinion that the “woman is born free
chains”. Grimke (1970:5) believes that men worldwide
_s'é{f 'g"'rﬁtif‘ﬁﬁfiﬁﬁ' and 'have nOf allowed them th'e fmd om th
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courses® like Medicine and Law. This was because the
eighteenth century patriarchal  American Society saw
Medicine as a field of study mainly for men.

Hirach explains further that the first medical school in the United States of
America was established in 1767. It never admitted females until 1847, Also, women
were not allowed to be members of the American Medical Association until the year
1915. This was because the U.S. Society then doubted the capability of women as N
medical doctors. According to Sheila (1980:9), women were only considered suitable ¢

for domestic courses and were admitted into colleges in America for the first time in

1833, only to study Home Economics, Religion and other “female subjects”. It was A
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the history of England is the history of the male line not of
the female. Of our fathers, we know always some facts

some distinction. They were soldiers or they were sailors;

they filled that office or they made that law. But of our
mothers, our grandmothers, our great grand mothers, what
remained? Nothing, but a tradition.One was beautiful: one
was red haired, one was kissed by a Queen. We know
nothing, of them except their names and the number of
children they bore.

Apart from the above facts given by Woolf, Stenton (1957:202) asserts that in
England in those days, women were not allowed on stage and, in some cases, boys
acted women's parts on the professional stage. It was not “until January 3, 1616” that
women began o appear on stage. Women in England were also segregated against

educationally.She observed, in support of Woolf's claim above, that in Britain,

educating boys was a normal as well as an expected feature of boys for adulthood,
while educating girls was a controversial topic. She explains further that the eduaatlofn- - rc‘[ x

of the few gi'rls that went to school in the 17th century Britain was fgqg§_gd_qg_

are. “useless accomphshments that are supposed to make gl,rls
potential husbands”.
In 'ﬂfﬂﬁa‘.—. the situation was worse. Untill the
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“d is taught ll'ad iliona”}’ hO o bﬂ a gUOd hUuS\: W. { other, ¢ ]()k a
w I IL’ y M ll l I y
ch ’ ] \.Ind

attendant and housekeeper. They copied the style of their colonial mast
sters in

relegating women to the background, educationally, socially politically d
. anc

culturally. The society prepared the boys for the labour market as breadwinners, while
the girls were prepared to serve the men and be economically dependent wives and
mothers. The females were provided with the skills with which to support and make
life easier and more comfortable for their male folk. Kolawole (1997:2) argues that
the “Education of women in the olden days was largely domestic: Western education

favoured boys and created greater avenues of empowerment for males than females ",

As a result of the educational disparity between African females and males, the males
are more politically, ec.onomically, educationally, socially and religiously empowered. <
Many African countries deny their women property rights, decision-making and _-:
administrative positions. African women’s marriages are dependent on theablmygjj§ ,:‘ )
woman to bear children, male children in particular. Lo

Women, generally, are seen in many socictics as second-cl

should only be recognised as wives to men. They are not to talk in any

where men are present. A woman could only speak her mind
should remain silent. Some people believe that women do no

are simply described as people “of low parts...soft fickle —
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purely physiognomic. Stenton (1957:191) avers that “though nature hath differed
mankind into sexes, yet she never intended any great difference n the intellect”.
Women, when given equal opportunities with men would do better mentally, socially,
politically, economically and administratively. The only difference is that both sexes
perform different biological roles as nature so desires.

According to Dubois (1978) and Sterling (1984), feminism started as a
movement in America in the activities of some educated African Américan women, 3

white women and men, who struggled for the abolition of slavery in the 1830s. One of -

the abolitionists well known is Charlotte Forten (1784 — 1884), an African American
reformer. She trained her three daughters Margaretta, Harriet and Sarah Louis, to
become active abolitionists. Other abolitionists are the Grimke sisters: Sarah Grimke
(172-1873) and Angelina Grimke (1805 — 1879). They were daughters of a sl
holding family. They formed part of the delegates to the first An
Convention of American Women held in 1837. Abolitionism provided
women with a way to escape clerical authority, an egalitarian ideology :

social change (Dubois 1978:32). Such insights made the womer

active spokeswoman for the establishment of equal
She and her colleagues in the struggle argued that edy
the “rights of women”to all persons and would
As a result of their efforts, Oberlin Colle e |
admit women in 1833, Mount Holyoke ct
in1885 (Flexner, 1975), they all
women of the upper c{as;_s;.__h‘ad* :
who received such e atmt}"a'[s '
Right Movement. The
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capzlbililics- Wwith the joint activities of both men and women, women learnt how to
themselves.
ect and social power. Such a realization was proved right in 1940

organise They now felt that fighting for their rights would favour them
and attract self=resp

hen there was a world Anti-Slavery Convention held in London. Many women

w
conference were relegated to the galleries and were prohibited by the

delegates at the
om participating in the proceedings of the convention (Evans 1977:6, Anderson

men It

1997:306).
The relegation of women at the Anti-Slavery Convention in London incensed
(wo women, Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Candy Stanton, who met severally and
formed a full Women®s Right
they organized at Seneca Falls,
d the Women’s Right Convention, was held on July 14, 1848. Thls co

-organised convention for Women movement only. It

1ing of the Women's Suffrage Movement.

Movement which was formed at a convention which

New York, where Stanton lived.

calle
became the first women
became the official begini
such convention was held in 1851 in Akron, Ohio ( Hole and
Mathiasson 1974). According to Nnolim (1999:47), other
Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin, Harriet Mill and Abigail
fought for the rights of women, resulting in L
war, in 1961, slavery was abolished but | i
and fought to add sex to the Fifteenth Amend
they failed. g :

Other forms @f ‘women

Sulfrage Association (W

Congressional Union,
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many or all classes of people to vote. Kuwait for example, extended the vote to men -'II
but not to women (World Book, 2004). In the United Arab Emirates, the parliament is )
! 4 3 x|

officially appointed, gelther men nor women have the right to vote or stand for g
S

election (http:/Www.ipu .org//iss-e/women.htm.)

The women’s suffrage movement lasted at least seventy years, from the first
alls Convention) in New York, to the

formal women's convention in 1848 (Seneca F
ssage of the 19th Amendment. English women won full voting priviledge later than

pa
American women but women in both countries began the worldwide suffrag
movement. Opponents of the suffragists’ movement also argued that men ¢

ter than the wives could represent themselves. Jome o

represent their wives bet
olitics would lead to an end of family life

feared that women’s participation in p
feminists argued that men should not take positions of leadership

the agenda within a leadership hierarchy, would apply this
organisations (_Freen‘la;n- 1973). On the other hand, women
defer to men would be hindered in developing or expr
in working too closely with men. However, as events ui
leadership of feminism although not all feminists
feminists do accept and seek the support of men. A
The awareness and support given to femir

personalities all §

Scanned by CamScanner



Feminism has various facets and offshoots. For instance, we have, apart

from the Liberal feminist, Radical and Social feminists. Other subtypes of feminists

are Christian feminists, Integral feminists, Amazon feminists, Anarcho feminists,
o-feminists, Existentialist feminists, French feminists, Gender
Individualist feminists, Male feminists or Men’s

Post-modern  feminists, Psycho-analytical

Cultural feminists, Ec
Lesbian feminists,

feminists,

feminists, Post-colonial feminists,

feminists, Separatist feminists, Pro-sex feminists, Girly or Fluffy feminists, Spiritual

Third-world feminists, Womanists and Proto-feminists or
—
b

feminists, Trans feminists,
minists (http://en.. Wikipedia. Org/wiki/feminism).
feminism has also been introduced to various fields of

Post fe
Apart from the above,
literary feminism, for the field of literature, and medical feminism, jf@;_ the

medicine, as examples.

1.9 Igbo Literature: Definition and Delimitation

The emergence of Emenyonu’s work: The rise of the Ig
1978) which classified both works written in the English
in the Igbo language as lgbo literature introduced
be categorized into three schools of thought which a
Emenanjo, Ugonna ant.i Maduka’s School, and t I
The Emenyonu-school justifies any ns

Emenanjo, Ugonna an
those novels or written
stitute Igbo novel o
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Nwadike (1995), any literary material with the three elements would be an excellent
lgbo literary text.

There have been so many critics of the various groups mentioned above and
as such, it becomes very difficult to specifically define Igbo literature, However, for

the purpose of this study, we identify with the definition offered by the Nwadike

school of thought, which defines Igbo written literature as any literary text that is
written by either an Igbo indigene or a non-lgbo indigene in the Igbo language and
which is about the Igbo people. As a result, all the plays to be examined in this w
are written in the Igbo language by Igbo indigenes and their contents portray m
cultural life. We adopted the third school of thought because language is a v
culture, which contains its original native virtues, rhythms, the allusions that

on auditory effects, the original sound effects and semantics, which
art, depict its richness and resonance in the original form. Therefore fo
this study, the works of indigenous playwrights which portray Igt
Igbo worldview become very necessary, as they will help us f@

study the portrayal of Igbo females in the plays.

110 Plays, Drama, and Theatre: Definition :

Several definitions of drama abound. The
Greek word that means ‘to do’ or ‘to act’,
the Greek word theatrmwhlch means ‘a
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accorded to the imitator that they differ... one might
say that ritual and drama are the same phenomenon
seen from different points of view, and that ritual passes
unto drama when the old faith is replaced by a new kind
of belief (Arnott 1971:20-21).

From the above, the only difference between ritual and drama hinges on the belief

attached to the imitator. Secondly, drama makes the audience believe and imagine

what the action would look like in real life. Considering drama from the audience

point of view, Arnoth (1971:20-21) stresses that drama “is an expensive art form and

must please a large number of people who
directly at the box office or indirectly through taxation”. He is saying that
art form which gives pleasure to people. However, Oladele (1967: 68) 2 4
s part of the life of the people”. He (Oladele) is of the opinion that ool

are prepared to pay for their pleasure,

either

drama is an

=

opines that drama

«social functions, religious ceremonies and traditional festivals lend themselves easily
| sily, . il
-

to dramatic performances”. Echeruo (1981:1 36-141) also observes that festivals per .
se, as well as associated or isolated rituals, do not constitute drama, althol froed
may contain elements of drama. He contends that drama “only emerge

selective elaboration, re-enactment and re-tnferiﬁretat‘;an o

iy -

festival myth”. From Echeruo’s assertions, festivals

they contain some elements of drama. Drama

spectator in a corporate aw
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the theatre, radio or television and video. In other words, any play for the theatre,
radio, television, video and even the most recent one, compact disc, is drama. With
the above definition, one may ask how about written drama. Written drama is also
drama because it is written to be performed or acted and displayed in the theatre, on
the radio, on the television, on video or compact disc. Again, the playwright builds
audience reaction into his play or literary text (Arnott 1971). He notes that

Reading a play may provide an unforgettable aesthetic
experience, but it is clearly something different in kind
from being present at a performance. It is like reading a
poem or a novel: there is nothing specifically dramatic
about it. In a sense, a play only exists when it is being acted 1.
‘before an audience (Arnott 1971:21-22). : :

From Arnotts’ (1971) point of view, drama text or written drama is like an ¢
written seript which embodies all the. necessary
which, by its nature, becomes a play only when it is acted

Whichever way we want to se f
getting bogged with definit

things that can mak

confines and givi
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f 1 i “ .‘ )“ \-\"]' n h . l‘?{l 1

al play is performed that
literate audience has access to its message. Performed pl
non-li

ays are meant for the
heatre, television, film, and radio audience. In performed plays,
theatre, )

actors and actresses
i an audience. According to
) ¢ story for the entertainment of an au

: jate o enact a story

impersonate

(1995:10), to make up a dramatic story, a series of events are woven together
Adelek e -o-ptecti" for by the dramatist or sometimes imposed by ;he director, It
in a pattern often opted lor Dy e o e hich often
. p' teraction of the characters that brings about the series of events, w
is the interaction of the characters

on -.the pa '-_Oif' the cha:r_a:cter's. NEM_{ scenery is inlre‘duc_'
generate con
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print pefore it is seen on the stage as modern drama”. Thus, written literary text
L lerary texts are
equal to a dramatic written script, which has all the necessary qualities of a play and
3 5 01 a play anc
become a play when they are actually performed on a dramatic stage. The fact that a

written literary text is meant for dramatic performance earns it the term play. This is

why the ter
written literary text

While many scholar
some scholars also believe that ritua
ple with the problem of his environ
actions whlch gave him courage and reas
cerns. He continued. to repeat such actions perio
me (Rotimi 1971:36 — 49, De-Graft 1976:1-25, Brockett
s is where 'fCl_;ark (1981:57) defines drama as
_an elegant imitation of s

ms drama and play are used interchangeably. It is also the reason the
s for this research are referred to as plays.

s believe that drama and theatre have their origin in ritual,
| emerged from the attempts of the primitive man

(o grap ment, nature and his very existence. He

took some.

surance about his natural and

psych-ol.qgmal con dically and other Anih]

arts followed suit over ti
1979: 5), and Ogundeji (2000 :3). Thi
ritual. Clark (1981 :57) Upmzs that drama means
w&l reprqsenwt[@n or the ev

action significant to @ people...the ph
poetic unag\e ora .wmplex gf such imagﬁw )
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missionaries how to read and create literature. The interes

1S of the mission

) aries, were.
however not focused on the preservation of 1gbo oral p

erformances, hey used (he
stories already accepted in the culture of the people to teach Christiay
children. This is because the Igbo parents did not wan their children
white man’s religion, 'i'hc missionaries, in order not 1o £0 ag
parents, taught the Igbo narratives drawing inferences from the Bible, According 1o
Obiechina (1971:74, 1969:11- 12), they collected lgbo folkt
Western style of life and Christian dogmatism on them.

' morals 1 the

10 be taught the
ainst the wish of the Igho

ales, but imposed a

They equally wisted the
framework of a popular Igbo tradition (Igho narative)

lo convey their missionary

teachings and messages. AT
-F::' C g the above stage was the translation ol extracts from imported
B - =75 as The A!‘ﬂbf(ﬂ? Nfg;'”.ﬁ‘,

foreign tracts by the missionaries. Extracts from such works as

foreign tracts by the missionaries

o == v N L iy L Sy iyt =t -lau—.d i.”lU IgbU 'd.ﬂd USUd
srimm's fairy Tales and Tales from Shakespeare were wans
Grimm's fairy Tales _

became commonly read and retold until some of their features
1gbo narratives (Emenyonu 1978:28). The pioneer Igbo
RN ! _'fé:;;_arn'd the effect of their mission education is
quotations, allusions, Christian imagery and
e Onitsha market literature emerged, adopting
all the above literary works of the Western
| ks were mainly translated versions
. ~adulterated versions of Igbo
4 Igbo literaure based on the

L. & Pl
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primers apperared after these two publications but were religious and grammar-based.
Later on, many novels which were based on Igbo traditional folktales appeared. Due
to the Igbo orthography controversy that ensued from 1944 to 1961, writing Igbo
literature ceased, although few novels were written during the crisis but no play was
written,

Along the line worldwide, modern drama had started in some countries as a
rebellion against the idealism and the romaticism of the nineteenth-century stage
drama, which did not present the images of life as it should be. According to Scanlan
(1988:114), “the founders of modern drama wanted to present life-as it is... This
movement was international in scope”. As a result of the awareness created by the
modern drama founders, people all over the world wanted to shift drama away from
the romanticised and idealistic form of drama to reality. Their motives were to present )
drama as reality and not imagination. Such proponents are: a Norwegian poet, Henrik ’3
Ibsen, and George Bernard Shaw, a London-based Irish (Shaw 1919, and 1923, 1894) i
and critic who declared war on the idealists of English stage (Shakespeare and others).

ism Hawas alsom

He extolled the superiority of reality over idealism and romantici
admirer of Ibsen who already had devoted the ramammg decac "_ S

Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Notes
" Others, like the supervisor of this work, Prof. P. A. Ogundeji, of the
University of u,amhad to ask the researcher to produce a list of Igbo plays to him
before she was allowed to proceed with the research. He did this in order to determine
if the texts available in 1gbo qualified to be Igbo plays. It was also his intention to
mowwheﬂwﬂh@@wmm"“gh plays in Igbo literature to justify the study.

e

.
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| CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELEVANT LITERATURE

2.0 Introduction

In this chapter, we consider two major aspects of this study.The first are the
existing works on other Igbo feminist literary expositions of the various situations of
Igbo women. The focus here is mainly Igho feminist based literary criticisms, but
works from both indigenous and non-indigenous critics all over the world and across
cultural boundaries that are of relevance to this study are examined. Information
gathered from such critics is categorised accordingly. Furthermore, the issue of
female power relations in Igbo land is also examined. A discussion of this aspect of
Igho organisational system will aid our understanding and unbiased views
image of Igbo women'_in Igbo society. There are also some ex.posit‘icnsﬁ? N
practices by Igbo people and some African countries or tribes in Nigeria

raised in order to enable us really understand the Igbo women’s situations.

the study. The following various face
and white feminism, womanism,
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andicaps scholars of the feminist approach to Igbo literature, especially in the area of
drama. Echeruo (1976:34-35), commenting on the paucity of literary works in Igbo
generally, opines that

Very little work has been done on the... litera
Igbo people. Some years ago in the col
book on Igbo, I realized how little else

subject from which any critic or interested o
learn about our people.

Echeruo was right because, by then, due to some orthograr

the civil war, and the inability of publishers to publish manu
in due time, there were few Igbo literary texts ( Oraka, |
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literature, '_ The commo
woman, the barren wo
stepmothcr. all of wh ¢

objects of caustic satire (22-37) e

portray the Igbo worldview of the Woman as a weaker sex. The !’g’bd.belicve that a

woman’s sexual life and physical worth degenerate fast with age and that they

suddenly become worthless at old age. To her, Igbo birth songs offe - Igbo women free
expressions and psychic release from the inhibitions of soc S norms and

expectations. In such songs, women’s inner motives and aspirations are ssed.

They are able to release their aggression over their male counterpa
against them due to their biological make up. These are m :
them but which they cannot summon courage to discuss before t g 3 &
because they fear the negative implications of such #"'_bﬁld.. n.

Igbo, procreation is the prime reason for a union of man and

 the Igbo, the wife is the
s her a place in the |
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which has just broken out in Ibibio Jang. Uduma goes but he is slain in bat| Sh‘

| altie. €
discovers the beheaded body of her husband i o pile of slain warriors. She buries the
corpse under a tree and sacrifices a goat on the grave

overpowers and chops._ off the head of 4 young man and subse
in her husband’

Nne Mgbafo assails,

| quently buries his body
S grave-as a befitting companion to Uduma to the land of the spirits.

Nnabyihe goes further to liken Nne Mgbafo’s courage and spirit of vengeance
to that of Obidiya in Obidiya (one of the texts used for this study). Other women
whom he discusses in his work are Nwamaka, in O Mkpijisjiaka, and’ Orieji, in Eriri
Mara Ngwugwu. Both texts are also chosen for this research work. Although the
works done by Nnabuihe above touches on three of the plays usedhere,ﬂwp .

tchy. They consider the image of the females in the texts from a he
due to the boldness and courage they possess. He proves by his work that men 2

the only ones that can venture into risky activities in order to achieve their in

and that women can equally take such risks not minding their feminity
only picks the aspects of the female characters needed to b

-all the females in the texts.
r who has contributed to t
,2003a), who discusses the
She opines that Igbo

U
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man’s world. Nwozuzu’s work is not based on Igho written drama but on Igbo folk
tales. It is also not detailed but a sketchy paper work

Other feminist critics of Igbo literature are Ikekeonwu (2001), Chukwukere
(2003 and 2006:65), Onyejeekwe (2006:101), Chijioke (2006:132), Ezenwanebe

(2006:136), and Tkeokwu (2006). Ikeokwu (2006:51-57) thinks of an Igbo alternative

to the word feminism. He suggests the name Nwanyereuwa. This is the name of the

leader of Aba Women's Riot of 1929-1930. His reasons for such a suggestion lie in
the fact that character evokes the image of an activitist, a womanist, a mothmst. a
liberal feminist, a matriarch who .

.. history either consciously or

has obscured. Anothet reason is that a linguistic analysis of the name Nwanye
evokes the following meaning: Nwa +

nyere + uwa =Nwanyereuw;
gives or makes + the world or place). Tkeokwu is to be commended for

adopt Igbo historical facts to proffer an alternative to the English word
a fact stands out that history does not always have the answer to e
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Chukwuke 3
kere (2006:65) comments on the consistency in the pattern of
distracting and irrelevant themes like clearing of throat by characters, s ing/
- 5, summonin
abuse of wife or servant, kolanut, palmwine and tobacco snuff powder appearanc
CS

and the evil woman inf!age in Igbo literature. On the other hand Chijioke (2006:132)

and Ezenewanebe (2006:139) hammer on the emergence of the changing roles of

are of old practice are fading away in Igbo society and should reflect in future Igbo

literary writing.
It is good for literary writers to heaken to the suggestions raised by the above

critics as that will update Igbo literature and elevate it to the current 21st century
literary writings. Giving Igbo women respected and enviable positions in the society
of literature will inculcate in the growing Igbo females and the general reading
populace the need to have great aspirations and achieve success li
the texts

ke their models in
they have read. It can also help in changing most of the traditional
@ﬂéﬁpﬁbﬁ'ﬂ"*@f the woman as a weaker vessel, a subordinate or second class ¢

itizen
from the mind of readers.

more, Onuegbu (2003b:325-236) declares from her 3“33 is of Adaaku

arded as animals and object-s_---whii:tfi-da-ﬁ:-ber.'ﬁﬁld. or use
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/ believes that a woman’s fulfillment starts from a man’s kitchen,
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children quoted the;
ey 4O Il parents as the authorities behind the
" ;

mdards were then very high ang moral
Al "5 Against immoral acts. The fear of the
) m'ime scared people from committing crime. They
of herbs and concoctions to cure the sick. Their
It was made up of addition and subtraction.
colonisation of Igbo land and Nigeria as a whole
to the Igbo people. These colonial masters acted as

is because in their own culture, they believed that women
e courses and some fields of labour. They restricted their
rom the old European concept of education for
74:88):
women should always be relative to that of
' mar 2, to be useful to us, to make us love and
este e care of us... to render our lives easy and
are the duties of women and what they
_ t at their infancy.
they colonized inculcated this idea coupled with their own
‘The European women as reported by Azikiwe (1999:8)
ho stayed in the house to bear children, took care of
homes. Their men were the sole breadwinners. Stenton
\cation that was provided for girls in Britain involved
- gement, Emulating the British
shool made them to learn what

. There, the women learnt things

the home. This then became
or some spinsters whom their
' Allele-Williams
e wives or wives of
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\ is right. If..w”'*?nh' recently when the Igho s

-_,-'- cono aally . Pt s hc!pin 3 aw s&l)r-ne of
that they now bega & their families or
| ek ey now began to change their minds 16 send
00 Ven as it is now, they still prefer to send their male
the female. This is very common with families who

Igbo land.
] Wﬁ&tem education in Nigeria, according to the

able right of every child irrespective of sex. In

lity of educational opportunities to

ive of any real or imagined
to his or her ability...the
to educational opportunities for

, secondary and tertiary levels

the right of every citizen as well as the
vite the élﬂetaration in the National
Il maginalised in this contemporary
"EF (1994a: 3), observing the
oblem of the girl child are as
glected, overworked, and
se in Igbo society,
the kitchen. That
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ge of-the female in
: female” which is a

the oral literary

n and they tend to boost

“image of the
yvels, the female

emale as “a whore, a

Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




--_ ‘__

Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner



at home and i :
. € 1n the wider society. African feminism is not a

feminism, whi
ism, whic
et ch cannot see beyond itself and project into a

; 1:?0:: l:::b:‘ s “9‘.)6” 2) and Nweke (2003) observe
e other, wife and co-wife whose psyche is
9f colonial domination, male chauvinism, polygamy.
ales, and inferiority complex. African women are greatly
. they are voiceless and are over used by their men. Uko
~of exploitation, domination and oppression of African

I aid, a wet nurse and a nurse maid ... for his children, a

_: ral house keeper, a listening post, an economic and general
and a punch ball” (Uko 1996:5). Feminism has gone a long
nce of women in politics, governance, and education and in
lomy. More are yet to be done by African feminists in these
 to actually practicalise their objectives as a movement and
tural norms of the African society.
eworthy about African feminism is the fact that it is very
he African feminists and critics to dwell on a particular

' themselves in the formation of various conceptual

feminism has these various facets: Femalism, African
. . " WP .\ k) |'. i H
rhood, Daughterhood, and Stiwanism (Mathiasson g

cholonu 1995, Ogundipe-Leslie 1995). Some
tings are strong feminists, even deny being fer
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| patriarc i
ﬁa hal society. All he above facets of feminism in Africa
arious solutions towards (he liberation and empowerment of African

er the propor .

i the Proponents of these varioys forms like it or not, they are all
they are fighting the course of women. Feminism forms the pivot
Mrican facets or theories of feminism rotate.

;;a;feminiSl’ whether with a “small “f* or with “a big F” (Oriaku,

propaganda, revolt, theory or movement either in writing or
towards gender equality, liberation or emancipation of women,
and cannot be separated from it after all. Feminist movements
peration of women, to grant them equal rights with men. Any
2ing one, denies that women are subjugated in African society
for raising any argument or proposal for the liberation of women.

‘who contributes to fighting the course of women for
daughterhoodist. African feminists should join hands in pushing

ther rather than shying away from the burden already placed

ier feminists were greatly stigmatised but now other women
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i women‘s 0]
problem, According to

R e Hudsen-Weems (1993), Black

path of Wesier ini
3 ! N feminism. She argues that the conflict of
EEBISACH among these women moy |

c

' ments gave rise to the various
€ womanist movemen which A frie Ay

ana womanism happens to be one

g to Hudson-Weems. A g
2 cems, African Womanism shares simil

ar views with
ISt counterparts, especially

a5 1t concerns the identification of the
the early women's movemen

o Lin the struggle of black women against
serimination, sexist exploit

| ation and classiest oppression. It is a
“addresses the concerns of

¢ Alfrican-American and the African
to the proponents of this theory,

it is a distinct ideology. which is

disruptive or divisive, like white feminism. Africana womanism
ates co-existence of the female and the male. It stresses that the
on of the woman cannot be achieved without the total
hole black race. It focuses on the integration and the unification
an descent (Stephens er al 2002:465). The advocates of this
on that the unity of the black woman and man will promote the
xes from white oppression. Africana Womanism also emphasizes
‘where all women will see one another as sisters, fight against
yond together for the uplift of womanhood.

1998:2) asserts that women of African descent who claim t0
of the absence of a more “suitable existing framework™ to

iar realities. To her, African women should “properly name
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: Nigerian Women Experience

ression of .
Edo and Y“’C'men differs according to the various ethnic
BE Ak I Oruba Women are % g
L on » are more liberated than Nigeri
Broups in Nigeri b s
e Be:i Engena. This is why they were able to raise great
n, :

o motan of Benin; and Moremi of lle-Ife, Madam
_‘r. .al bnsome-kull, respectively, Mrs. Margaret Ekpo and

ar, also b

o i elong to this group of women because of their ealier

B betier s o i
e j belief,  As the Nigerian Muslim women battle with
sh g .

lim culture, the Nigerian Christian women battle with their
re and their men whom patriarchy has made the dominant

-Pg_ne-nce which Nigerian women share is the oppression of the

records of Nigerian women’s indigenous feminist activities
eenth century. This could be explained by the fact that then
n the dark. They were mainly illiterates who only recorded their
al literature. It is for this reason that Akorede (2005:62 — 63)
‘women’s mobilisation and struggle is older than many scholars
selieves there must have been several unrecorded African
and subjugation and moves for empowerment.

ed women’s pro.tcst against colonial exploitation§ of women in
he Okigwe women’s protest in 1925 which prolonged to the Aba
Odim & Mba 1948: 12; Isichei 1976:151 — 159; and Ikeanyibe

s World War 11 also is dated 1929. They were all protests
en aimed the Aba

xploitations of women. For instance, wom
rbing the payment of taxes and the sexual and financial
-(;;'g.ﬂe_n. by the [gho Warrant Chiefs introduced by the British
st against the British colonial administration over payment

1940. The Lagos Market Women Association, under the

d on that protest (Odim and Mba 1948:12).

wura, embarke ‘
s payment of taxes by women in Lagos.

a campaign again
ort that the WO

and supplies distrib
litical activities of O

men also protested against the war time A o

ution. The above women's activities
yinkan Abayomi. She was a

108
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ds made by the women were basically ¢l
_ sically classified into three: fi

; ee: for
a I’Btl.lm o lht customs ”i' the p'lﬁ[ vt | for
_. ast which had been badly
what could be called an exiension of women's rigl -
. omen’s rights. Some of
feminist in tone: men should not plant cas
B iobo o plant cassava but leave it for
i re, cassava has b

a N een R — L. .

e L en a reservation for women while
Anc and was that men should
B this m not go to the market but
{ oveme 1e .

-g_ ment was not very successful, it engineered a very
projest moveme at ¢ J ;
fl I ent that can never be forgotten in the history of
the Aba women riot of

_ 1en riot of 1929, called “QOgu wmunwanyj"'-women's
81-159, | he 1007-17 Thic ri '

, Ikeanyibe 1997:12). This riot emanated from a scuffle

en a woma nve pail g
n Nwanyeruwa, and a school master delizated by a

e warrant chief s dalinatie r | \
¥ ief too was deligated by a young British officer in the

of lgbo land who then wanted 1o check the accuracy of local
s both parties disagreed, Nwanyeruwa, already unhappy because
eath and the general colonial master’s oppression of the Igbo,

rch women meeting going on around her house. The church

ing an avenue to explode and fight it out with the colonial
ats moved out en masse in an indignant protest. The whole
{ against women taxation whic

gain, they protested again

to be a protes h rumour carried

rs were about to introduce. A
on. the protest escalated i

st the

nto a total rejection of

chiefs. Later
ives but they

sence. In the end, SO M
masters change their mo
sed till today, except for

any people lost their |
de of administration and

colonial
women working

ing tax never materiali

women that were bold enough to fight a
lies in |sichei (1976:155) who
in their invulnerability.

o the market, which no one ever

| belief that one who kills &

1

why it was the
ught. The answer

have fo
a strange confi

have had dence
1 the vultures 1

od on the 1260 cultura
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) men who are hi
ghiy embi el
(1990.11), Nnolim (199 Wiered by the e st punscii
e 94:248), Ezeh (2000b: 38-61) and
that evidences that there has never be
B re never been gender
raditional Igbo land abounds. Ezeh (2000b:
such evidence a ; . T
- r.e reflected in the Igbo language. He uses
- | uttress his point. He states that, unlike in some
._ “ 1s gender-neutral in the Igbo language. For instance, the
hgmg). refers to humans both male and female. In the same
Id refer to “he” or “she.” depending on the vowel harmony
pe. Nnoyelu (2003:45) challenges the taking-for-granted
n and women liberation, noting that Igho women do not need
- are not marginalised in any way. He demonstrates that
tions, women are not underdogs, but are even in “charge "
int by saying that men’s lives are spent in their endeavour to

her as mothers, wives, girlfriends, or concubines. He states that

.fer to their wives as “onye m nda _agbali odigbo” (She that
ur for). He believes that

| activities revolve around the

of women —mother, girlfriend. bride, or wife is

t testimony that women are not bereft of power,
istodians of power themselves. Female power is

upreme in human society- It is ubiquitous (2003;

| that men'’s overal

that the life cyele of man from birth to death
ntiguous phases of female power which dominates him:
b power. Chinweizu agrees that women are
jesire “be it riches, or thrones, or the ﬁeg& of John the
- ardships and Tisks which: quw

):11) also avers
- 11 _
wer and wife , 'i
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the mode of women oppression by

SES for the area of attack, which is the family. Feminism, using

I consider the position of women in (he family. This includes
operty ownership, the economic level of women: the nature of
aid and the unpaid services rendered by women in the family
¢ and a call for a move for liberation from the oppressive
m sees the bourgeoisie as the oppressor and thé proletariat as

Sees man as the oppressor while the women are the

Marxism believes in the emancipation of the working class,
‘while feminism believes in the emancipation of women. Both
ation through revolt.

ist theory in this study will expose us to the Wﬂ
Igbo women in the family and in Igbo society as a whole,
10 the women character’s in the plays under study. k”ﬁ“

on pure monogamy or masked n
‘Marx and Engels. It will ¢
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b
: f life ang work, Thirdly

oy . .“ BOCS 10 grasp the historical forces
i ¢ history ag a field of discourse i which

political forces. In this Marxist view

 theor i
o Y Continued 14 develop, according to Williams (1977),
Xist literary criticis, sees literatun

i ¢ and art as social practices
ed from other Kinds of soci

- al practices as they are subject to
According 10 him, although they may have specific features
be separated from the general social process. Balibar and
°ss this thus

does not fall from the heavens, the product of a

E‘:reanoq, but is the product of social practice,
1t an imaginary activity albeit it produces
effects but inescapably part of a material

s a product of the society and should be used to change any
t is made political. This is the contention of contemporary
it literature and criticism should become more overtly

nly be interpreted as art work but should also be used to

non, Marxism is related to literature in that it is a social

ties and how the oppressed % hese
m through organised str :
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Marxism are
| a_ulso closely related theories. They are both
5 struggle. The contrast betwee

A n them is that while Marxists
it J

feminists vi
§ View fe
Marxism as male-oriented but they arrive

ideologies, whi e
» Which are aimed at the freedom of the oppressed

are a“ rodl 3] - ¥ '
o products of societal history. According to Markinnon

B i e i, o st
fmrangements of Ptlllcrngd I:Jt;:::ri: ﬂ'iCOl;jn‘l!f uf' how

al yet unjust... In Marxism to h.y l"'m $ oleit

in feminism one’s sexuality Jc;'.;z:wt: -::r v

ion of lack of power. ! 5 each one's

xism and feminism have the same ideologies of inequality of
_ ves that in a capitalist society, power belongs to the bourgeois’s
yare deprived of power because of work. In the family, man is the
economic power while woman is the proletariat who works
:_.""@ut being noticed or paid for her services. Women are deprived
ir sex. Heidi (1981:368) is of the opinion that “the production
e the family is shaped by patriarchy and capitalism.” The
arxism and feminism are patriarchal societies respectively.
t‘_.-.cla._ss inequality. Marxism recognises class inequality in terms
ersus the proletariat/working class, while feminism recognises
of gender. Marxism is aimed at ending the oppression of the
minism aims at ending the oppression against
scientisation, which will lead to a
sm claims that women are

eoisie’s while fe
. that there should be con

oppressed proletariat, but femini
should be a movement (0 emancipate them.

or women (0 be liberated, they should be mobilized éhﬂ‘

wer and that it is through women’s pow Rl

that there
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women sty :

thn struggle for their freedom just like in the Marxist
liy | at the proletariat should struggle for their freedom.
: s Suffr age in Anarchism and Other Essays cited in (Eboh

as an oppressed clas

seeking their liberat
ry that women lea
freedom will reach a
om reaches.

$ of the lesson of history....
ton, amply assert their power.
rn that lesson that she realizes
s far as her power to achieve

is in line with the Marxist ideology, which puts the oppressed
1. In the appreciation of Igbo plays, like those in this study,
inist theory of literature will enable us study the history behind
in the various plays. Using a Marxist view point will enable
ny form of conscientisation as to enable any social change in
of the feminist Marxist theory will help in raising the
women towards their powerlessness position thereby
p to their freedom.
f the Marxist theory in this study will create room for the use
ologies like Simon de Beauvior’s (1952) The second sex and
 politics ideologies which will help us consider the cause
ymen in Igbo society. We shall be able to identify why Igho.

- positions and occupations.
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d Feminism

:1 8’::“‘1 Uli)‘]‘ ;:‘l:r ;li\:clopment in the study of linguistics.
s linguist and founder of Modern
onent of this theory in (De Saussure 1966: 1-5 and Davis &
). Structuralism analyses the conditions that allow language and
ite rary work. It seeks (o know what Roland Barthes (1975:15)
_" tivity, which means how meaning is possible. Structuralism
began with the work of Levi-Strauss's analyses of narrative
1950s in France (Levi-Strauss, 1963: 1-20). His was a
¢'s work. He is of the opinion that “the function of signs is
one by means of the other.” This means that the aim of
attemplt to isolate and define the conditions to meaning in
lationship between the tangible entities of nature and the
culture. It was with his work that structuralism was

ities. It transformed the traditional humanities into what is

in the United State and Europe initially at its introduction
acknowledged that this movement attempted to create a

1. Arohunmolase (1997: 44) remarks tha
relationship that exists in the.
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-n;:i:\:“anzf :;t::rin:ril:cism is.. dedicated 10 explaining
¢ conditions which allow that to
teultural frames, 1y i 1o account for literature as fully and
ithout recourse 1 such mysteri Y.a .
le richness or poetic | ¢ I'IOU.S anc-l a'rlalysable e
”'Str.\lcwraliSm e a"S\Tage' inassimilable into general
N synchronic dimension of a text (language
and the specific way in which a text is like other texts.
tural comparison of texts must be based on similarities of
€ comparison could be based on character development, plot,
‘on. These relationships among lexts are what Levi-Strauss
rauss, 1963:1-20). In structural analysis, changes within and
> can be accounted for as transformations in the synchronic
focuses mainly on general systems rather than on individual
s of literary texts, it will concern itself with those genres that
idualistic.
ship between structuralism and feminism, in that they are
tural milieu. There is no adequate discussion of feminism
the culture of the society in focus. Therefore, using
st criticism of a work will create avenue for the researcher o
les and the cultural conditions that allow particular actions
ce. It will help the rescarcher through a synchronic system,

d the transformations applicable to the literary texts iﬂ g
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ly, socially, religiously

educationally and cul
. turally?
St theory wil| help us "

classify the females in the plays into

o Wb, :
a ?s according to their resemblance in character, This will
on the image of the different females involved.

1on and Feminism

/ 0pposition is an offshoot of structuralism. It will help, in
las d the relationship between structuralism and feminism.
1982: 1-4) and Arohunmolase (1997:45), binary apposition is
structuralists from the linguistic structuralists. Culler
bson defines binary opposition as a “... fundamental
d, basic to the production of meaning ..., the smallest
thoughts.” Culler refers to the informing factors that
ary opposition that is the idea of attaching meaning to
 as explained by Selden (1985:57-8) and Culler (1975: 15-

»-occurrence of another opposing component.
icular entity compulsorily requires the co-exis
ient with the lgbo proverb hich he k
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only leaf lefi ¢
e wer from the f Ay
e -_he_ IS broughl up Lo five leaves

know tha things go in pairs. The Ozo

awanyi, n' [bo n'ihg,
ida, n'ibo nibo
elu ala

a na ihe di njo (Ojaadili . 40)

In pairs...

woman are in pairs

s and valleys are in pairs

d Earth are in pairs

and bad things are in pairs (Qjaadili P. 40)

ses the [gbo worldview that ‘two heads are better than one.’
a male needs the company of a female in order to make life

f one particular gender lacks a great thing and that is the other

a complementary role to the other. Ilesanmi (1998:3)

binary system among human beings as
nature cannot be without a purpose, each
d naturally interact with the other as st_ipu-lsited
gender acts contrary (o its natural stipulation,
er rift.

1 abnormal person who
ature 10 getthg
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‘.ll?l s 1

i .
j m 0 the extent to which women have been liberated
and in Igho society as a whole

ion and Feminism

n lite '
erature refers 0 a person's mental and moral nature
fferent from others A literar

R y character means a person
“haracters,

| according 1o Jegede (2003:54) are “the author’s
‘-qulﬁed by other aspects of the literary world such as

.'.t'.' Point of view, and other devices. To her, literary
s of action in fiction.”

yemi (1995:194), characters could be identified structurally

t types of inherent qualities that are well structured in a
Xpressed through the characters personalities, appearance,
ral aspect of life, intellect, real ability or poetic mode. A
m, could also be described based on a non-structural and
dissemination of general information about the character
egree of sensitivity to issues and present trends of events
ter could be depicted through descriptive poetry, epithets,

tradition and discourse, a character is identified by ih}
whether as a hero or otherwise (Ogundeji 1988:2 -.
ans that the part played by a character esta e

r character could be identified throu oh th
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Aracter in fiction thay stands directly in opposition to
. a conflict between him and the protagonist Ht
| ﬁkun b)_r the protagonis (Jegede 2003:55). -
applied to a person who, through contrast underscores or

Tistic of another character. He possesses qualities that

qualities. When g req| character possesses good qualities,

alities; other qualities may be honesty versus dishonesty,
ness. He does not antagonise the real character this is
tagonist.

above classifications of characters s to help identify the
in the texts under study. Feminism is, according to Mugo
which, as a woman she can break out of the prison of
the female characters in the plays selected for this study
fferent types of Igbo females and how they disentangle
nt types of patriarchy. Feminism attacks the different
t women. It takes into consideration the oppressive
\d their various actions as they liberate themselves from

hales do so, they put up different actions or behaviours

identifying them and classifying them into their different
‘ch classifications will aid the understanding of the female
chosen for this study. It will on the whole, expeseﬂls

12 'ﬁ)i as

female in the society as important (as

placed in a secondary position (as functio
"T should be seen but not felt and are less
sification of the females in these (exts W
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CHAPTER THRE
ALE CHARACTERISATION INTHE PLAYS

1

uses on the different types of female characters depicted in the
y. The female characters are hereby classified according to
ion format, depending on the various activities the females
children, girls, wives, mothers, concubines, mother-inlaws or

In this study, a woman is defined based on the Igbo cultural

dult who is married, while a girl is a young unmarried female

or under-aged for marriage or is ripe for marriage but is not married.
is culturally married to a man as his life partner while a

pecially a woman in relation to her child. Although male

passing, our focus in this play is on the female characters.

ne social statuses of the female characters are taken into

\ their literary relevance as protagonists or heroines,

or secondary characters and background characters. The
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the chief or main characters of

[ | the play. They are the focal
characters on which the actions an

_ d reactions of the majority of
nge directly or indirectly. In Igbo literary studies, he/she is
or head of all the characters). This shows that the main topic of
her that is he/she is at the centre of the play. They are chief or
aracters of the plays. Their decisions, struggles, and actions in
of the content of the play (Olaniyan 1998). They are the pivots
ters rest. Out of about forty-eight Igho drama texts recorded by
), there are not up to fifteen female protagonists. Most of the
e. This fact substantiates the feminist perspective that women are
und in literature just like it is in the society. In Igbo society,
“attached to the men while the women and their activities go
Igbo literature has more of ‘his’ story than ‘her’ story and it
nted.

stagonists in the texts chosen for this study are into
ps: the good and the bad. They are also classified according to
r social status as girls who are still under their parents” or

mothers and widows.
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e

wife's son. I the end, Oriogwe sees the
exhibits for Obinna Who is not even her

Without hurting her. She gallantly comes

e 0 her hushang Ezeji.
Obi, is an Innocent wife ¢

15 of his wife's

ents Obinng back {

. F Ezenwata, a man who is very
relationship with his friend, Onyema. He marries

| ity. From all indications in the play, it is assumed
ut of school afier (heir marriage. Despite the fact that Ezenwata
| a as his best friend and requests that she treats him as such,
» Implicates and insuls his wife severally. He even endangers her
ier Okwuchi that Onyema and Obijageli can go ahead and get
se, accuses Obiageli of being an adulterer before his mother
mother) spreads this false news in their community. She
iageli but God remains on Obiageli’s side. Out of jealousy,
into snapping pictures with Onyema on the day that he
his false reunion with Onyema. He scatters these pictures at the
s being driven by Onyema on their way to Lagos. A trip that, he
ce people that Onyema and Obiageli actually killed him. On
shoots himself cold dead. Obiageli is a woman who can
gourageous woman who withstands all the gossip, and.

tion from the police over her husband’s death until the truth
A

itively arrives at the cause of Ezenwata’s death. She isan
ble woman, because she later marries the same policeman
her husband's death. She is a humble woman.

l"l-zand gossips against her from her husband, ﬁ’
‘ him. She also has a forgiving he

10=1
o i
1}
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