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A goal for data citation and accessibility



 



Three main principles

● Start with digital text 
data

● Plan and structure 
recording sessions

● Use automated 
processing methods

Whenever possible...



Requirements

Trained speaker
● Can consistently produce prompted 

elicited language, with repetitions

Recording equipment
● Audio recorder + headset microphone

Computer + software
● IPA input
● Data Merger program (optional)









2. Elicitation

Write in the notebook!



2. Elicitation

Write in the notebook!
● You can add images, text and cell formatting, etc. to your elicitation page



3. Recording

Prepare for the recording

Elicitation page

Recording page



3. Recording

Do the recordingǃ

Structured recording with repetitions 



4. Processing

Backup, backup, backup!
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4. Processing

Use the Data Merger program to create time-aligned 
annotations

Reference ID Start time End timeNotesTranscriptionSwahiliEnglish

Tab-delimited text, opened in a spreadsheet application



4. Processing

Use the Data Merger program to create time-aligned 
annotations

Time-aligned annotations in ELAN





Applications

Forced AlignmentTalking Dictionary

Field methods corpus...



How does it work?

● Text data is digital 
from start to finish

● Recording sessions are 
structured

● Software is utilized for 
automated processing



The Digital Notebook Method

A good solution for anyone who plans to collect elicited 
data.

● Instant access - no more manual processing, saving countless 
hours of work.

● Scalability - no data set is too big.

● Archive-ready and citable data - improved accessibility and 
better science.



Resources

For learning the finer details of the method...

Wiki:
https://tinyurl.com/DigitalNotebookWiki

Video demonstration of processing stage:
https://youtu.be/NzCEfEZK4fw

Data Merger program:
https://tinyurl.com/DigitalNotebookDataMerger
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Automatic segmentation in Praat 



What if the segmentation isn’t perfect?

● You can make any manual adjustments necessary 
to the segments before saving the TextGrid file.



Data Merger program

Currently....

If using Windows - There is a .EXE 
executable file that you can download from 
the Wiki. Put it in the same folder as the files 
you want to process.

If using Linux or Mac OS - Download 
Python + IDLE and the Data Merger python 
script. Put the script in the same folder as the 
files you want to process and run the script in 
IDLE.



Data Merger program



Data Merger program

● The script asks for the number of columns of text 
and the names for each column

● It is not limited to any number of columns!
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