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Bilingual funerary inscription for Quintus Domitius

Language
Latin and Ancient Greek

Type
funerary

Material
limestone

Object
tablet

Editor
Jonathan Prag

Principal Contributor
Jonathan Prag

Contributors
Jonathan Prag,James Cummings,James Chartrand,Valeria Vitale,Michael
Metcalfe,Serena Agodi,Simona Stoyanova

Autopsy
No Autopsy

Last Change
2020-11-26 - Simona Stoyanova restructured bibliography

Place of origin (ancient)
Catina

Place of origin (modern)
Catania

Provenance

uncertain, but first recorded in the Museo Biscari between 1769 and 1784 - this
fact, the form and content of the text make a Sicilian, and most probably
Catania origin likely



Coordinates

Current Location
Italy, Sicily, Catania, Museo Civico di Catania, inventory 939

Physical Description

Dimensions
Height 32 cm
Width 69 cm
Depth 5.5-7 cm

Layout

Execution
Engraved

Letter Forms

Letter heights:
Line 1: 27-30 mm

Interlineation
Interlineation line 1 to 2: mm

Text
1. Q(uinte) Domitei - peie
2. salve

Apparatus

Translation (en)
Quintus Domitius, pious, farewell!
Quintus Domitius, pious, farewell!

Translation (it)
Quinto Domizio, pio, addio!
Quinto Domizio, pio, addio!

Commentary
The text shows one of the typical differences between Greek and Latin practice:
the name Quintus is abbreviated in the Latin version, but written in full in



Greek. pius / eusebes could be a third name (cognomen) or just an epithet: the
fact that it is translated rather than transliterated, and the fact that pie salve /
eusebe chaire is an attested formula in funerary inscriptions (in Latin,
specifically in eastern Sicily) suggests it is an epithet. The forms Domitei and
peie (for Domiti and pie) suggest the text was written by someone who was
primarily a Greek speaker, since it is a Greek tendency to render long Latin i
with ei.
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