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RATIONALE
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Persistent identifiers (PID)

A persistent identifier is a
long-lasting and biunique
reference to a digital resource.
It usually has two parts:
1. A unique identifier (to ensure the

provenance of a digital resource)
2. A location for the resource over time

(to ensure that the identifier resolves
to the correct location)

https://www.slideshare.net/AustralianNationalDataService/fsci-persistent-identifiers

https://www.slideshare.net/AustralianNationalDataService/fsci-persistent-identifiers
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10 persistent myths 
about PIDs

1. PIDs guarantee access. Get real. 
All PID services run on evolving 
software/hardware that no vendor 
warranties.

2. PIDs rarely break. Nonsense. 
Millions of PIDs are broken. 
Updating redirection tables is real 
work for you and your successors.

3. …

https://n2t.net/ark:/13030/c7gb1xh09

https://n2t.net/ark:/13030/c7gb1xh09
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Swiss PID Landscape

ark



2. ARK
https://arks.org/
https://arksintheopen.org

https://arks.org/
https://arksintheopen.org/
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Archival Resource Key (ARK)

§PID scheme created in 
2001 by the California 
Digital Library (CDL)

Global ARK Registrants

https://wiki.lyrasis.org/display/ARKs/ARK+Identifiers+FAQ

https://n2t.net/e/pub/naan_registry.txt

https://wiki.lyrasis.org/display/ARKs/ARK+Identifiers+FAQ
https://n2t.net/e/pub/naan_registry.txt
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Archival Resource Key (ARK)

§Can be assigned to anything digital, physical, or abstract

https://wiki.lyrasis.org/display/ARKs/ARK+Identifiers+FAQ

https://wiki.lyrasis.org/display/ARKs/ARK+Identifiers+FAQ
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Archival Resource Key (ARK)

§Can be resolved by local resolvers and by Name-To-Thing 
(N2T), a global resolver

Core ARK identifier ark:/12148/btv1b8449691v/f29

ARK that resolves 
through the BnF http://ark.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b8449691v/f29

ARK that resolves 
through N2T https://n2t.net/ark:/12148/btv1b8449691v/f29

https://wiki.lyrasis.org/display/ARKs/ARK+Identifiers+FAQ
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https://wiki.lyrasis.org/display/ARKs/ARK+Identifiers+FAQ
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Structure

https://wiki.lyrasis.org/display/ARKs/ARK+Identifiers+FAQ

https://wiki.lyrasis.org/display/ARKs/ARK+Identifiers+FAQ
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Name-To-Thing (N2T)

https://wiki.lyrasis.org/display/ARKs/ARK+Identifiers+FAQ

https://wiki.lyrasis.org/display/ARKs/ARK+Identifiers+FAQ
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§ARK identifiers are free
§ARKs are built using a completely different theoretical 

model, consisting of a decentral and domain (i.e. DNS) 
agnostic approach

§ARKs allow to use with ease LOD on top of them
§ARKs can effortlessly be combined with other 

specifications such as the International Image 
Interoperability Framework (IIIF) canonical URI syntax

Advantages

https://wiki.lyrasis.org/display/ARKs/ARK+Identifiers+FAQ

https://iiif.io/api/image/3.0/#48-canonical-uri-syntax

https://wiki.lyrasis.org/display/ARKs/ARK+Identifiers+FAQ
https://iiif.io/api/image/3.0/


3. INCIPIT

@incipit_ark
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§ INCIPIT has been developing a complementary 
infrastructure for the low-cost attribution of PIDs (ARK 
allocation service)

§Funded by the swissuniversities P-5 programme 
(01.2020-12.2020) and led by the HEG-GE and the 
Swiss Institute of Bioinformatics (SIB)

§Collaboration with the CDL/EZID and ARKs in the 
Open initiative/ARK Alliance

Project summary

https://www.swissuniversities.ch/en/topics/digitalisation/p-5-scientific-information/projects/incipit

https://www.swissuniversities.ch/en/topics/digitalisation/p-5-scientific-information/projects/incipit
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User interface

Prototype based on the EZID UI (only ARKs and not DOIs will be minted) - https://ezid.cdlib.org/

https://ezid.cdlib.org/
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Project extension: INCIPIT-CRIS
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