
A Software Citation Primer

• Software is as integral as a research paper, monograph, or dataset in terms 
of facilitating the full understanding and dissemination of research

• The journals task force of the FORCE11 Software Citation Implementation 
Working Group, including representatives from most major scholarly 
publishers, has written an article (10.12688/f1000research.26932.1) to 
provide broadly applicable guidance on software citation for the 
communities and institutions publishing academic journals and conference 
proceedings

• Communities and institutions should produce versions of the document 
with software examples and citation styles that are appropriate for their 
intended audience

• Article & community-specific versions aimed at authors citing software, 
including software developed by the authors or by others

• Article also includes brief instructions on how software can be made citable, 
directing readers to more comprehensive guidance published elsewhere

• Guidance helps to support proper attribution & credit, reproducibility, 
collaboration & reuse; encourages building on the work of others to further 
research

• Next steps:
• Task force: works on what happens after article is submitted – how 

citations are processed and indexed – to ensure they are correctly 
registered and tracked

• You: tell your communities about this, encourage publishers to 
support it, encourage authors & reviewers to follow it

https://doi.org/10.12688/f1000research.26932.1

