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Our Backstory
Data and Service Center for the Humanities → dasch.swiss

◮ Operating a platform for humanities research data

◮ Ensuring access to this data

◮ Networking of data with other databases is to be promoted
(linked open data)

◮ Creating added value for research and the interested public



Our Backstory
One of the first projects: Incunabula Basiliensis

Compare, annotate and mark regions in books and on illustrations
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Data in the Humanities: a heterogeneous blend
Projects from history, art history, media, music and film studies, etc.

◮ Incunabula Basiliensis: Books

◮ Photo collections: Photographs

◮ Bernoulli Euler: Books, notes and mathematical formulas

◮ Lexicon Iconographicum Mytologiae Classicae (LIMC):
Encyclopedia

◮ Archive of the Swiss Society of Folklore: Photographs, moving
images, magazines

◮ PhD projects from all disciplines in the Humanities



Data in the Humanities: a heterogeneous blend
Do various projects need different databases? RDF as a flexible solution

Data is represented as “triplet”



Data in the Humanities: a heterogeneous blend
Do various projects need different databases? RDF as a flexible solution

Connect properties and extend the data



Data in the Humanities: a heterogeneous blend
Do various projects need different databases? RDF as a flexible solution

Each project can have it’s own ontologies



DaSCH Service Platform
Backend: API with RDF triplestore and IIIF media server



DaSCH Service Platform
Frontend: Different apps can be built and use the same data



DaSCH Service Platform
Generic web application



DaSCH Service Platform: Generic web application
Easy-to-use ontology editor



DaSCH Service Platform: Generic web application
Three different ways to search data



DaSCH Service Platform: Generic web application
Search results and resource viewer



DaSCH Service Platform: Generic web application
Mark regions on images and in text, transcribe moving images and audio files



DaSCH Service Platform: Generic web application
Data exchange: Export results as CSV, XML, JSON and share resources, search results or
search filters with project collaborators



DaSCH Service Platform: Generic web application
Select multiple resources and compare them



Next steps

◮ More than 40 projects are queuing to get access to DaSCH
Service Platform

◮ Implementing missing features

◮ Going live in February 2021



Questions? Contact us!

The code of our tools is open source and available on GitHub:
github.com/dasch-swiss

Get more information about us on:
dasch.swiss

a.kilchenmann@dasch.swiss | flavie.laurens@dasch.swiss


