
DIGITAL HUMANITIES OR HUMANITIES IN DIGITAL?

10 November 2020

André Pacheco

Coimbra University (Portugal)



SCHOLARLY PRIMITIVES.



ARE…

• BASIC FUNCTIONS OF SCHOLARLY ACTIVITY

(DISCOVERING, ANNOTATING, COMPARING … )

• BASIC BUILDING BLOCKS OF SCHOLARLY ACTIVITY



SCHOLARLY PRIMITIVES

A conceptual checklist for building new digital tools.

PRIMITIVES INFORMATION 
ACTIVITIES THEMES

Unsworth

(2000)

Palmer et al. 

(2009)

Project Bamboo

(2010)



Palmer et al. (2009). Scholarly Information Practices in the Online Environment: Themes from the Literature and 
Implications for Library Service Development



WHAT ARE DIGITAL HUMANITIES?



“ NONE OF US REALLY KNOWS
WHAT DIGITAL HUMANITIES IS …” 

Parry (2012). The Digital Humanities or a Digital Humanism





HUMANITIES
COMPUTING

• Technological 
determinism

• Ontology centered on 
tools

• Humanities as a branch

WEIRDNESS SCALE

DIGITAL
HUMANITIES

HUMANITIES
IN DIGITAL

• Openness, 
collaboration

• Digital as adjective

• Core humanistic values 
(inquiry, debate, 
critique, critical 
thinking...)

• Digital as adjective
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JUST HUMANITIES.
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