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The thirteen different spellings of the sacred Tetragrammaton found in the Leningrad
Codex (Codex Leningradensis, B19A or LC, dated in 1008—10) are as shown below:

. . . mber of
Verse Spelling Transliteration alzgeal:':nges
. yohwa
Genesis 2:4 n 1 n 9 [shewa-@-qamets] 5,678
T : [morphologically unpronounceable]
S A . yohowa
Genesis 3:14 n 11-‘ ? [shewa-holem-qamets] 46
. yhwa
Genesis 4:3 n 1 n 3’7 [0-0-qamets] 789
T = [prefix formation]
. yehwi
Genesis 15:2 n '| ‘_‘ 9 [khatef segol--hireq] 2
LS H [morphologically unpronounceable]
. . yhowa
Genesis 18:17 n 1 n 9 3/1 /b [@-holem-gamets] 6
T [prefix formation]
yYohwa
age . . [shewa-@-qamets]
Lev1t1cus 23°38 n ln? [blot in the ms., not dagesh; 1
° morphologically unpronounceable]
. : y&howt
Judges 16:28 n ] n.?. [khatef segol-holem-hireq] 1
. . : yohowr,
1 Klngs 2:26 l—‘ 1. n ? [shewa-holem-hireq] 32
Psalm 717’51 ®y;1;7vi {
; [0-0-hireq]
68|67’21 |20 s e 3 [prefix formation]




Psalm
144(143:15

MY

yahwa
[khatef patach-@-qamets] 1
[prefix formation]

Ezekiel 24:24

Ik

yohwi
[shewa-@-hireq] 269

[morphologically unpronounceable]

Zechariah 6:12

AT

yohwah
[shewa-@-qamets mappiq]
[prob. blot in the ms., 1

not qamets mappiq;
morphologically unpronounceable]

Habakkuk 3:19

Al

yohwth
[shewa-@-hireq mappiq]
[prob. blot in the ms., 1

not qamets mappiq;
morphologically unpronounceable]

6,828

For comparison reasons are mentioned the following terms:

Genesis 1:1

D D) 7’ 17 N ’€lohim
f. [khatef segol-holem-hireq]

c 1R : ’adonay
Genesis 15:2 "; 7 _N. [khatef patach-holem-qamets]
shema . —
(13 29 o b S gma
(“the name” in Aramaic, N (shewa-qamets]
Heb. ayn)! T
Jesus E]Wj > yohosha®

! Not to be confused with shema (“listen”) v»w, the first word in Dt 6:4.
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Some noteworthy observations:

1.

The spelling of the Tetragrammaton found in Genesis 2:4 is the most common
vowel combination used in the LC, pointing the reader to pronounce *adonay or
the Aramaic shoma’.

The cases with elements prefixed to the Tetragrammaton are formed in relation
to the syllables added and affect their vocalization. (Genesis 4:3; 18:17; Psalm
68|67:21|20; 144|143:15). More specifically, in the cases that yod does not have
a vowel because of the attached prefix, if this prefix was removed yod would
have the vowel shewa.

Morphologically malformations are typically not pronounceable. (Genesis 2:4;
15:2; Ezekiel 24:24)

Morphologically correct forms are typically pronounceable. (Genesis 3:14;
Judges 16:28; 1 Kings 2:26)

As shown in images below, it is very probable that the vocalizations of Leviticus
23:38, Zechariah 6:12 and Habakkuk 3:19 are transcription errors resulted from
a blot in the manuscript.

b 2

- 5\ . | | e, "'rf
meooomm




Attempting to group the similar cases, the cases with qamets in the final syllable would
total in 6,470 [5,678+789+1+1+1]. (Genesis 2:4; 4:3, Leviticus 23:38; Psalm
144|143:15; Zechariah 6:12) The cases with qamets in the final syllable and holem in
the middle one would result in 52 [46+6]. (Genesis 3:14; 18:17) Similarly, for the hireq
it would total in 271 [1+269+1]. (Psalm 68|67:21|20; Ezekiel 24:24; Habakkuk 3:19)
As a result, the 13 vocalizations would actually result in six:

Verse Spelling Transliteration Number of
appearances
9
n 1 ‘—‘ . yohwa
[shewa-@-qamets]
Genesis 2:4 n'| n "1? yhwa 5§68798
Genesis 4:3 T [q)-;o "Emefs] 1
og . . hwa
Leviticus 23:38 n 1 n ? [-dageshyshewa-@-qamets] 1
Psalm 144|143:15 T yihwa 1
Zechariah 6:12 n 1 n 9 W [patach-@-qamets] 6.470
T W yohwah ’
[shewa-@-qamets mappiq]
Al
T ¢
=9 ohowa 46
Genesis 3:14 n 1 n . [shew?il—holem—qamets] 6
Genesis 18:17 : yhowa
n 1 n 9 3/1 /]7 [@-holem-qamets] 52
s 18- €¢hwi
Genesis 15:2 nj "'P [Seg;l_ O-hireq] 2
. : €¢howi
J udges 16:28 n ] n: [segz—holem—hireq] 1
. . . ohowi
1 Klngs 2:26 nj n? [shele—holem—hireq] 32
M) |
Psalm 6867:21]20 : (EE 269
3 . ANw1
Ezekiel 24°2.'4 n ] n? [she}v,va—(Z)—hireq] 1
Habakkuk 3:19 thWih 271
H 1 n 9 [shewa-@-hireq mappiq]
6,828




If all the vocalizations that have hireq in their final syllable, were further grouped
according to their middle vowel, the six vocalizations would actually result in four:

Verse Spelling Transliteration Number of
appearances
)
n 1 '—‘ : h yal;wé
[shewa-@-qamets] 5.678
Genesis 2:4 njn’z_? yhwa %89
Genesis 4:3 * [Q';D 'Cg‘mefs] 1
.o . , ohwa
Leviticus 23:38 n 1 n ? [-dages}?]shewa-q)-qamets] 1
Psalm 144(143:15 T yahwa |
Zechariah 6:12 n 1 n 9 W [patach-@-qamets] 6.470
T W yohwah ’
9 [shewa-@-qamets mappiq]
A
T H
=9 ohowa 4
Genesis 3:14 n 1 n . [shewZ—holem-qamets] 66
Genesis 18:17 : yhowa
n 1 n 9 3/1 /b [@-holem-gamets] 52
=9 &howi 1
Judges 16:28 nj n-.-: [segg{-holem-hireq] 32
1 Kings 2:26 : yohowi
n ] n ? [shewa-holem-hireq] 33
ﬂ ~| l-" yehwi
. °* [segol-@-hireq] 2
Genesis 15:2 _n 7 ’bj yhwi 1
Psalm 68|67:21|20 LR LR RNy [@-0-hireq] 269
Ezekiel 24:24 5 yohwi 1
Habakkuk 3:19 Al [shéwa-0-tire]
: yohwih 273
H 1 n D) [shewa-@-hireq mappiq]
6,828




If we would further group these four vocalizations, without taking into account the
vowel of the middle syllable that may or may not be present, the four vocalizations
would actually result in two. Consequently, it seems probable that in 6,522 instances
the Tetragrammaton was vocalized so as to be read *3donay (or the Aramaic shoma")
and in 306 instances was vocalized so as to be read ’€lohim.

Verse Spelling Transliteration Number of
appearances
Tk
T yohwa
D) [shewa-@-qamets]
. '-‘1'-‘ : yshowa 5,678
Genesis 2:4 [shewa-holem-qamets] 46
Genesis 3:14 n1 n,l? yhwa 789
Genesis 4:3 T [‘D“Zl’l‘ﬂame_“] 6
: . owa
Gel.lt.)SlS 18:17 n1 n K 3/1/]7 [(Z)—them—qamets] 1
Leviticus 23:38 ¥ yYohwa 1
Psalm 144|143:15 n1 n bj [-dagesh shewa-@-qamets] 1
Zechariah 6:12 T yahwa
Y : [patach-@-qamets] 65522
ﬂ 1 ﬂ_W yohwah
° [shewa-@-qamets mappiq]
ahy
T H
Ak "y
o yehwi
& 9 [seg(:l—(b_—hire.:q]
Genesis 15:2 '—n n Xihlowﬁ. %
Judges 16:28 - e 1
1 Kings 2:26 n .I '_‘ : [she\le-holem-hireq] 1
Psalm 68|67:21|20 yhwi
Ezekiel 24:24 10 "]71 (8.0 2?9
Habakkuk 3:19 . [Shgngv_g}mq] mE
n1 ‘_‘ : yohwih
5 [shewa-@-hireq mappiq]
A
6,828

Search done using (a) Accordance, Biblia Hebraica Leningradensis, with the Groves-
Wheeler Westminster Hebrew Morphology v. 4.20 and (b) BibleWorks v. 8.0.



