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2. Introduction

The Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences (RBINS) has an extensive and well established
collaboration with volunteers in almost all its directorates (Taxonomy & Phylogeny, Public Services,
Natural Environment, Scientific Heritage Service, Earth and History of Life). The nature of the activities
of the «Citizen Scientists» (CSts) is really varied. With their help, the RBINS complements the lack of
expertise in some research fields. They also valorize the scientific collections by studying them, as a
result improving collection management of the collections and their accessibility.

The goal of the « Citizen Science Day » was two fold: 1) highlight the work of the volunteers during a
day of meeting and sharing experiences and 2) To show the diversity of projects, types of collaborations
and areas of research that they contribute to within the Institute. They were invited to attend
presentations and to exchange on their practices, expectations and wishes during a lunch, a movie and
finally a cocktail.



3. Main statistics about the participants

In total 64 persons attended the « Citizen Science Day » on the 88 registered. Among them,
37 were Dutch speakers (58%) and 27 were French speakers (42%). Moreover, 30 % of the
participants were women.
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Figure 1 : Number of participants by language spoken and gender.

A survey was submitted to the participants during the breaks and 23 forms were collected. Among
them, 14 were Dutch speakers (61%) and 9 were French speakers (39%). Moreover, 17 % of
the participants who completed the survey were women. The majority of the participants who
completed the survey are more than 50 years old.
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Figure 2 : Age of the participants who completed the survey.



4. Summary of the feedback from the participants — Survey and

acknowledgments

A survey was submitted to the participants. To the question « What is your link with the Institute ? »,
14 participants have responded volunteer, 5 scientific collaborator of the Institute and 4 « other »
(SRBM, SBM, LidKBVC). The majority of them are in link with the Institute since less than 10 years, but
4 participants have been working with the Institute for more than 20 years (and 3 between 10 and 20
years).Among them, 48% are member of a company or an association hosted by the Institute. These
companies and associations are :

e Société royale belge d'Entomologie / Koninklijke Belgische Vereniging voor Entomologie
e Société Royale Belge de Malacologie (SRBM)

e KBVE

e KBVC

To the question « Did you like this Citizen Science Day ? », all of them have responded « YES ». The
main reasons why they appreciated the Citizen Science Day were :

e the quality and the variety of the presentations ;

e the food provided ;

e the projection of the movie « Giants of the Antarctic Deep » ;
e the possibility to know and meet the other volunteers.

To the question « Would you find it useful to repeat this type of event? », all of them have responded
« YES ». Thirteen of the participants want to have this type of event every 2 years, 8 of them once a
year, and 2 of them twice a year.

To the question « Do you have any suggestions or remarks about the organization and the event ? »,
the participants have responded :

e good organisation ;

e one participant proposes to do the presentations in English to attract more people;

e make more advertising to attract more new volunteers ;

e have the possibility to visit the laboratories ;

e the presentations were longer than expected ;

o offer a breakfast for the participants who did a long journey to come ;

e be more varied in the subjects (for example, any presentation on the paleontology) ;

e lack of information about how to become a volunteer, the contact persons and how to consult
the collections.


http://www.srbe-kbve.be/cm/
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girostris

 Neohigonius lon

.etde..

Commasonscientifique, Comité biologi’

lesstages 2éande et .
Claude Massin (IRSNB]




6. List of speakers and talks at the Citizen Science Day

LIST OF SPEAKERS AND TALKS ATTHE CITIZEN SCIENCE DAY 1 pecemeer 2018

09-30 Welcome & Coffee

10:00 = 10:15 "Welkomstwoord - Mot de bienvenue”™ door/par Thierry Backeljau

10:15 = 10:30 *Taxonomie van Phasmatodea (wandelende takken en aanverwanten)”

door Joachim Bresseel

10:35 = 10:50 "IRSNE et membres de la Société Royale Belge de Malacologie - un partenariat
malacologique fructuewx” par Christiane Delongueville, Roland Houart et Roland Scaillet

10:55 = 11:10 "De Koninklijke Balgische Vereniging voor Conchyliologie en KBIMN, een duet” door

Mathal Severijns

11:15 = 11:35 Coffee break (VIP room)

11:40 = 1210 "Une seconde vie” par Jacques Goossens & “Une partie de mon temps libre”
par Micole Maes

12:15 = 12:30 "Onderzoek naar fraude en vervalsingen met schelpen en schelpgerelateerde
objecten in natuur - en kunsthistorsche collecties™ door Roland De Prins

12:30 = 13:30 Lunch

13:30 = 13:45 "Du fond de la mer au fond du conservatoire” par Alex Vanhaelen
12:50 = 14:05 "Digitalizatie van collecties door vrijwilligers van Binco” door Martijn Van Roie
14:10 = 14:25 “¥periBird: un project scientifique qui donne des ailes aux écoles” par Kristina Articus

14:30 = 14:50 Coffee break (VIP room)

15:00 = 16:00 Projection du film / Vertoning van de film “Giants of the Antarctic Deep” (version
anglaise non sous-titrée / Engelse versie zonder ondertitels) ou visite libre au museumn / of vrij
bezoek aan het museurn

16:00 = 18:00 Cocktail/Receptie
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7. Poster « Citizen Sciences (CS) at the RBINS : Recent and recurrent collaboration »
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8. Survey submitted to the participants

CITIZEN SCIENCE DAY 2018 — Survey

ABL s

Gender: OF OH 0OX
Country: coovieee e

What is your link with the Institute? Are you:

O Volunteer O Scientific collaborator with contract 00 Other : ......ccoocevevveevcircvneennes

If yes, since when ? O < 1year O 1-5 years O 5-10years [0 10-20 years 0[O >20 years

Are you a member of a company or association hosted by the RBINS?
O YES O NO aX

If yes, which one and in which area do you collaborate?

Did you appreciate these Citizen Science Day ?

O YES ONO OX

What did you prefer?

Would you find it useful for this type of event to happen again? OYES ONO 0OX

How many times ? O Once ayear O twice ayear O Every two years

Do you have any suggestions or remarks about the organization and the event?



