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English language teaching during the Covid-19 outbreak:

A bibliometric analysis

(“Why Is COVID-19 Such a Big Deal?,” 2020)



ELT Research
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(Demont-Heinrich, 2008)



4

Introduction

(https://plus.google.com/+UNESCO, 2020)
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Bibliometrics

(“Bibliometrics,” n.d.)
Quantitative studies on contents and information of research 
publications

Multiple dimensions of scientific production and dissemination

• (OECD & SCImago Research Group (CSIC), 2016)



ELT related bibliometric studies

Major trends in the domain of (SLA) from 1997 to 2018 (Zhang , 2020) 

Research trends in applied linguistics from 2005 to 2016 (Lei and Liu, 2019a) 

A bibliometric analysis of System (Lei and Liu, 2019b) 

Southeast Asian research productivity and impacts in SLA (Barrot, 2017)

A bibliometric analysis of Journal of language and Linguistic Studies (Syahid & Qodir, inpress) 6
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Descriptive and network analyses 
of ELT research publication in 2020 
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Bibliometric Data

• 1538 journal articles published in 2020

Bibliographic database

• Microsoft Academic

Bibliometric Tools 

• Publish or Perish (Harzing, 2007)

• VoSviewer (Eck & Waltman, 2020)

Method
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Findings & Discussion
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Descriptive 
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I wake up in the morning and I wonder

Why everything's the same as it was

I can't understand, no, I can't understand

How life goes on the way it does?

(Kent, 1962)



(not) Conclusions

ELT research still goes on the way it 
does 

Some Covid-19 related articles in ELT 
are still in review or editing processes
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