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Close Reading

From Spectators ...

journalistic genre in the 18th century
created in England; imitations and translations in
Europe \

digital edition The Spectators in the international
context http://gams.uni-graz.at/spectators

Distant Reading

. to Distant Spectators

quantitative analysis
extend close reading expertise @ ( )
dedicated methods for languages of the 18th century


http://gams.uni-graz.at/spectators

Research Questions
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How have topics and narrative forms changed over time and space?

How can positive and negative expressions give insight into the overall
attitude of a periodical?

How can authorship detection help in identifying anonymous authors?

What are the stylistic peculiarities of the Spectators? Who or what was
‘en vogue' at that time?



Preparatory Steps: Data Cleaning and Normalization

- Missing metadata
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- Inconsistent normalization
o “Cicero” vs. “Cicero, Marcus Tullius” vs. “Cicero, Marcus Tullius.”
o  Workflow to unify normalization:
o XML — Extract metadata of given type — unify — XML



Lo Spettatore italiano

inary Analysis of Data

—e~ Manners and Customs
~&~ Autopoetical Reflection

—o— |dea of Man
—o— Politics

-o~ love

10

I
v

LU
I

LI

gt

—o~ Image of Women
Religion

08 —g— Theatre Literature Arts
—o— Morale

06
04
2

n

Preli

Preparatory Steps

=l Aungon uo sonuo
sl uoyses
Il ua Jo abeuw
Il A121008S Jo a1MPNNS
sflureds
il Awouod3
i samuno) 1810
2l uonesianuo) jo ainyny
I uonew o4 pue uoneanp3
S >0
Sl Anwey
I uawop Jo abew|
sl uoseay
S Audosojyd
SN uoiBiay
5 ssauiddeq
Zillasuans
il aimeN
lmen
Sl sowiod
I - 0 °2p|
R s\ a:njessy] aireay )
SN uonoayay [eansodoiny

I swoisnD pue siduueiy

o o (= o
o] =] 0
~ rs] [

1000

00




How Have Topics and Narrative Forms Changed
Over Time and Space?

Achievements

uncovering hidden thematic structures using topic modeling
comparing topics and manually assigned subjects

analyzing topic prevalence over time

analyzing topic closeness and co-occurrence in periodicals

Ongoing

analyzing narrative forms



How Have Topics and Narrative Forms Changed
Over Time and Space?

close clustering of
Gli Osservatori veneti,
L'Osservatore veneto, and
La Gazzetta Veneta
by Gasparo Gozzi




How Have Topics and Narrative Forms Changed
Over Time and Space?

- dominance Science in El Argonauta espafiol

La-Pensatriz-salmantina
La-Pensadora-Gaditana
El-Teniente-del-Apologista
El-Reganioén-general
El-Pensador

El-Observador
El-Murmurador-imparcial
El-Juzgado-Casero
El-Filosofo-a-la-Moda
El-Escritor-sin-Titulo
El-Duende-especulativo-sobre-la-vida-civil
El-Duende-de-Madrid
El-Duende-Critico
El-Curioso-Entretenido
El-Corresponsal-del-Censor
El-Corresponsal-del-Apologista
El-Censor
El-Catén-Compostelano

-Be nis-literario

El-Argonauta-Espanol

El-Apologista-Universal
El-Amigo-y-Corresponsal-del-Pensador

0.000

El Argonauta Espanol

/I Science - 20.0% (12) |
Topic tierra cuerpo aguar in periodicals [l Manners and Customs - 18.33% (11)
B Education and Formation - 15.0% (9)
B Theatre Literature Arts - 10.0% (6)
I Image of Women - 10.0% (6)
I Economy - 6.67% (4)
Idea of Man - 5.0% (3)
Autopoetical Reflection - 3.33% (2)
Philosophy - 3.33% (2)
Image of Men - 3.33% (2)
I Fashion - 3.33% (2)
B Structure of Society - 1.67% (1)
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Proportion



How Can Positive and Negative Expressions Give
Insight Into the Overall Attitude of a Periodical?

Achievements

sentiment over time, subjects and narrative forms
sentiment between periodicals, countries, authors
word networks to find common sentiment words

Ongoing

dedicated Sentiment Dictionaries for the languages of the 18th century
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Le eccar inconnu

Le Spectateur frang avant la révolution

s o@ Nouveau Socrate moderne

Le Rgectateur frangoi

/ Marivaux)
La Spectat‘@:e ~danoise
Le Spectateu;

Le Spectateur frangois pendan gouvernement révolutionnaire

Le Nouveau Spéctgkeur (Bastide)

La Sp@trice

Le Monde comm est (Bastide)
"

I1 Filos 1la Moda

El Filoso@é la Moda
4

Spettator@iemontese

- >
Le Censeur ou Caract s Meurs de la Haye

La Pensad@ Gaditana

Between Periodicals 10



How Can Authorship Detection Help in Identifying
Anonymous Authors?

Achievements

- conducted research on collaborative authorship in E/ Censor
- research on anonymous authorship of French periodicals
- research on anonymous translations of English key texts

Ongoing

- further investigation on collective authorship
- comparison of word characteristics
- authorship verification
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How Can Authorship Detection Help in Identifying

Anonymous Authors?

Bastide - Nouy

Marivaux - Calipet Philosophe
Fancais Avant Revolution

ais Journal Moeurs

Marivaux - Indi
Castilhon - Spectateur.
™

Delacroix - Spectateur edis Nouveau Socrate Modeme

Beaumelle~ta éggctatﬁoe Danoise
Saint Aubin'“kes Chifons /|
fieur, Socrate Modeme

Van Effen - Nouvea@Spe
La Chapelle - P/h/ii@sophe Nouvelliste

/ [
4 | Anonymous - Speg;

67 Modeme
| /

Desfourneaux -

Le Spectateur ou le Socrate
moderne, 1714-1726
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What are the stylistic peculiarities of the Spectators?
Who or what was ‘en vogue’ at that time?

Ongoing

- quantitative:

@)

O O O O

- qualitative:

©)

text lengths

dictionary sizes

word frequencies (e.g., Zipf's law)
text complexity (e.g., entropy rate)
mentioning of persons, places,
WorkS, etc. L a3

consideration of narrative forms,
subjects, etc.
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Thanks for your attention!

Distant Spectators
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