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RDA COVID-19 Recommendations and Guidelines on data sharing https://doi.org/10.15497/rda00052

Adapted from the COVID-19 RDA IE webinar slides

https://www.rd-alliance.org/group/rda-covid19-rda-covid19-omics-rda-covid19-epidemiology-rda-covid19-clinical-rda-covid19-0
https://www.rd-alliance.org/sites/default/files/RDAIreland_Webinar_RDA%20COVID-19%20WG_29July2020.pdf


● Request from the European Commission to the Research Data Alliance

● Working Group set up with 4 Research Areas, 4 Cross-cutting themes

● Structured through a series of teams - chairs & moderators, research  
areas, editorial, visualisation team, Zotero library team

● April 1 - 30 June continual sprints, consultation, webinars, 6 releases

● 143 pages in the end; 4 page Executive Summary, Infographic +

● Exhausting and exhilarating
rd-alliance.org
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Background

ELIXIR-GREECE AHM 2020
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Example from Omics
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4.4.2 Guidelines for Host Genomics Data

ELIXIR-GREECE AHM 2020



rd-alliance.org

22/09/2020 6ELIXIR-GREECE AHM 2020



1
2

Foundational Elements
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With thanks to the team at CANARIE and  
Research Data Canada for the Infographic
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https://www.rd-alliance.org/system/files/FINAL_RDA%20COVID-19%20Recommendations%20and%20Guidelines%20on%20Data%20Sharing%20Infographic.pdf


RDA Community response

Call to action to create a fast track Working Group aimed at developing a  
system for data sharing in public health emergencies, specifically COVID-19

• Around 600 RDA members and newcomers registered for the different groups
• 165 active contributors to the documents
• 6 Co-Chairs + Secretariat
• Experts in different fields as group moderators
• Regular calls and iterations
• Weekly webinars, requests for comments
• 5 releases produced (April – June 2020)
• Final release – 30 June 2020

RDA’s guiding principles:
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✔ Openness
✔ Consensus
✔ Balance
✔ Harmonization
✔ Community-driven
✔ Non-profit and technology-neutral

by Mark Leggott | rdc-drc.ca
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Ongoing work and future steps

Journal Articles and Endorsements
o 4-5 articles completed or in preparation by COVID-19 WG Members

RDA Groups and RDA Plenary 16 Sessions
o Broader efforts under RDA WGs
o Infectious Disease BOF (goal to create a WG/CoP)
o Community Participation BoF / Citizen Science

Stakeholder support

• Adoption and implementation of the recommendations and guidelines;

• Policymakers, funders and publishers have a major influence on the behaviour of researchers and data  
stewards;

Adapted from Mark Leggott | rdc-drc.ca
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Value of RDA for COVID-19
https://www.rd-alliance.org/value-rda-covid-19-0

http://www.rd-alliance.org/value-rda-covid-19-0


The Research Data Alliance COVID-19 Data 
Sharing  Recommendations and Guidelines

by the community
for the community

RDA
Email - enquiries@rd-alliance.org 
Web - www.rd-alliance.org 
Twitter - @resdatall
LinkedIn - www.linkedin.com/in/ResearchDataAlliance 
Slideshare - http://www.slideshare.net/ResearchDataAlliance
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