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OER – MILESTONES

1998

David Wiley coined the term Open Content.

2002

The term “Open Education Resource” was first coined at a 
forum organised by UNESCO on Open Courseware in 

Higher Education.

2012

The Paris OER Declaration, marks a historic moment in 
the growing movement for OER and calls on governments 
worldwide to openly license publicly funded educational 

materials for public use.





What is OER?

 UNESCO’s 2002 Forum on Open Courseware designates the Open
Educational Resources (OER) as “teaching, learning and research materials
in any medium, digital or otherwise, that reside in the public domain or
have been released under an open license that permits no-cost access,
use, adaptation and redistribution by others with no or limited restrictions.
Open licensing is built within the existing framework of intellectual property
rights as defined by relevant international conventions and respects the
authorship of the work”.

 Source: 2012 Paris OER Declaration.



Different Types of OER in the Field

Source: Guidelines on the Development of Open Educational Resources Policies, UNESCO & COL, 2019. 



Five Freedoms of OER

Source: Guidelines on the Development of Open Educational Resources Policies, UNESCO & COL, 2019. 



As stated in the OER definition, the openness in OER is enabled by open licensing,

which gives users free and permanent permission to adapt and reuse.

According to the concept of the ‘Five Freedoms’ of OER, this means specifically:

1. Retain – the right to make, own and control copies of the content (e.g., download,

duplicate, store and manage)

2. Reuse – the right to reuse the content verbatim or in its unaltered form (e.g.,

download, duplicate, store and manage)

3. Revise – the right to adapt, adjust, modify or alter the content itself (e.g., translate

the content into another language)

4. Remix – the right to combine the original or revised content with other content to

create something new (e.g., incorporate the content into a mashup)

5. Redistribute – the right to make and share copies of the original content, revisions or

remixes with others (e.g., give a copy of the content to a friend)



Envisaged Lifecycle of OER Made Possible through the Five Freedoms

Source: Guidelines on the Development of Open Educational Resources Policies, UNESCO & COL, 2019. 



2012 Paris OER Declaration

Recommends that States, within their capacities and authority:

 a. Foster awareness and use of OER.

 b. Facilitate enabling environments for use of Information & Communications Technologies (ICT).

 c. Reinforce the development of strategies and policies on OER.

 d. Promote the understanding and use of open licensing frameworks.

 e. Support capacity building for the sustainable development of quality learning materials.

 f. Foster strategic alliances for OER.

 g. Encourage the development and adaptation of OER in a variety of languages and cultural 

contexts.

 h. Encourage research on OER.

 i. Facilitate finding, retrieving and sharing of OER.

 j. Encourage the open licensing of educational materials produced with public funds.



Global Initiatives



https://www.oercommons.org

OER Commons is a public digital library of open 

educational resources. Explore, create, and 

collaborate with educators around the world to 

improve curriculum.







www.merlot.org/merlot/: The MERLOT system provides access to curated online learning and support 

materials and content creation tools, led by an international community of educators, learners and 

researchers.

http://www.merlot.org/merlot/


https://www.merlot.org/merlot/materials.htm?

keywords=NPTEL

https://www.merlot.org/merlot/materials.htm?keywords=NPTEL


Indian Initiatives



http://NMEICT.ac.in
The National Mission on 

Education through 

Information and 

Communication 

Technology (NMEICT), 

launched in February 

2009, has been 

envisaged as a 

Centrally Sponsored 

Scheme to leverage the 

potential of ICT, in 

teaching and learning 

process for the benefit 

of all the learners in 

Higher Education 

Institutions in any time 

any where mode.



http://vidyamitra.inflibnet.ac.in

http://vidyamitra.inflibnet.ac.in/


Salient Features of Vidya-Mitra

 Developed by the INFLIBNET Centre, "Vidya-Mitra: Integrated e-Content Portal"  is a web-
based interface for all e-content projects, developed or funded under the National Mission 
of Education through ICT (NME-ICT). 

 There are more than 50 projects on e-content under NME-ICT which are developed in 
various subject disciplines (science, arts, engineering, social science, etc.) through various 
Indian institutes, universities, and colleges.

 Types of Contents: e-Tutorials/videos: 66174; e-Texts: 44450; Others: 37827

 Content for Learners: Under Graduate: 46515; Post Graduate: 20487; Others: 4753

 http://vidyamitra.inflibnet.ac.in 







Salient Features of e-PG Pathshala

 Developed by the INFLIBNET Centre, "Vidya-Mitra: Integrated e-Content Portal"  is a web-
based portal e-PG Pathshala is an initiative of the MHRD under its National Mission on 
Education through ICT (NME-ICT) being executed by the UGC. The content and its quality 
being the key component of education system, high quality, curriculum-based, interactive 
e-content in 70 subjects across all disciplines of social sciences, arts, fine arts, humanities, 
and natural & mathematical sciences. 

 Types of Contents: e-Texts: 20000+; Videos: 19000+; Quizzes: 30000+; Experts: 3200+;  
Subjects: 70; Papers: 723.

 https://epgp.inflibnet.ac.in 



http://egyankosh.ac.in



https://www.swayamprabha.gov.in

https://www.swayamprabha.gov.in/


www.swayamprabha.gov.in/index.php/program/archive_he/17

https://www.swayamprabha.gov.in/index.php/program/archive_he/17






















https://itpd.ncert.gov.in

https://itpd.ncert.gov.in/




Conclusion

 OER in NEP2020

 To be created a National Educational Technology Forum (NETF), a platform to facilitate exchange of ideas on technology 

usage to improve learning.

 Given importance in creation of educational e-Contents for the regular and lifelong learners. 

 UGC (Open and Distance Learning Programmes and Online Programmes) Regulations, 2020

 At least 60 percent of Self Learning Materials shall be developed by the in-house faculty of the Higher Educational

Institution and the remaining percent of the materials can be sourced from available resources such as other Higher

Educational Institutions, Open Educational Resources (OER), and SWAYAM, duly approved by the statutory authorities of the

Higher Educational Institution. … (p. 71)

 Quadrant-II is e-Content; which shall contain: self-instructional materials (digital self-learning materials), e-books,

illustrations, case studies, presentations, etc., and also contain web resources such as further references, related links,

open source contents on internet, videos, case studies, books including e-books, research papers and journals, anecdotal

information, historical development of the subject, articles, etc. … (p. 93)

 UGC Regulations on Minimum Qualifications for Appointment of Teachers and Other Academic Staff in Universities and 

Colleges and Measures for the Maintenance of Standards in Higher Education, 2018

 Creation of ICT mediated Teaching Learning pedagogy and content and development of new and innovative courses and

curricula: (d) E-Contents: Development of e-Content in 4 quadrants for a complete course/e-book; e-Content (developed in

4 quadrants) per module; Contribution to development of e-content module in complete course/paper/e-book (at least one

quadrant); Editor of e-content for complete course/ paper/e-book. … (p. 105)
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