
Is it mission critical?
Is it unacceptable that the method 

occasionally fails, usually in very 
unexpected ways?

Do not rely on AI.
(No, really, don’t use it)

Must the results remain the 
same at all times?

For instance: must your method always 
return the exact same score?

Better do not rely on AI.
Most AI/ML solutions will give at least 

slightly different results after each 
training run. Can be coped with to 

some extent (freezing a model), but 
usually that’s hard.

Must the results be easy to 
explain/understand?

Say, as simple as: “these were clustered 
because they share the same surname”?

Skip deep learning.
There are options to make deep 

learning results “explainable”. But for 
really straightforward, highly intuitive 
explanations it’s best to stick to a few 
classical ML methods (not-too-deep 
decision trees, linear regression etc.)

Enough if results on average 
outperform current measures? 

For instance: higher classification or 
clustering accuracy.

Go ahead, have a look at 
ML/AI options.
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