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1. Where?
2. What?
3. File	formats
4. Formatting	your	spreadsheet*
5. Document	and	describe	your	data!

*	Based	on	Avoiding	data	disasters	course	by	Mark	Dunning,	CRUK-CI	
http://bioinformatics-core-shared-training.github.io//avoid-data-
disaster/
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• Every	discipline	is	
different

• These	are	general	
principles

• Application	will	
vary	according	to	
your	research

Warning!



OSC Where	NOT	to	share	your	data



OSC Where	SHOULD	you	share	your	data?
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Roche	DG,	Lanfear R,	Binning	SA,	Haff TM,	Schwanz LE,	et	al.	(2014)	- Roche	DG,	Lanfear R,	Binning	SA,	
Haff TM,	Schwanz LE,	et	al.	(2014)	Troubleshooting	Public	Data	Archiving:	Suggestions	to	Increase	
Participation.	PLoS Biol 12(1):	e1001779.	doi:10.1371/journal.pbio.1001779,	CC	BY	4.0,	



OSC What	data	should	you	include?



OSC What	data	should	you	include?



OSC What	data	should	you	include?



OSC What	data	should	you	include?

More	than	your	
figures!

Data	and	code	
necessary	to	recreate	
your	results



OSC Powerpoint is	for	presentations	NOT	data!



OSC Powerpoint is	for	presentations	NOT	data!

Instead:

Original	image	files
Appropriate	formats
Annotations	embedded	in	
separate	PDF/csv/txt	file	
(README	file)



OSC Find	your	file	format

Textual	data	=	XML,	TXT,	HTML,	PDF/A	(Archival	PDF)

Tabular	data	(spreadsheets)	=	CSV

Databases =	XML,	CSV

Images =	TIFF,	PNG,	JPEG*	

Audio =	FLAC,	WAV,	MP3

Think!	Preservation	vs	access/re-use
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OSC Messy	spreadsheets	are	harder	to	re-use



OSC Keep	your	spreadsheets	tidy

Graphs	in	separate	sheet

No	highlighting

No	colours

No	formulas*

*In	your	raw	data



OSC Keep	your	spreadsheets	tidy

No	blank	cells

1	piece	of	data	per	cell

Keep	units	out	of	cells

Use	data	validation



OSC Keep	your	spreadsheets	tidy



OSC How	NOT	to	describe	your	data



OSC How	you	SHOULD	describe	your	data



OSC Remember	to	document	your	data
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Choose a repository.
Choose open file formats.
Choose sharing more than your figures.
Choose a tidy spreadsheet.
Choose to describe your data.
Choose decent documentation so your 
research is reproducible.

CHOOSE DATA SHARING
info@data.cam.ac.uk @CamOpenData www.data.cam.ac.uk


