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ABSTRACT: Perovskite nanocrystal superlattices (NC SLs) are the nearest real-world
approximations to monodisperse NC ensembles. NC SLs thus represent ideal model
systems for evaluating the optical and structural stability of CsPb(I1−xBrx)3 NCs at a
macroscopic level. Here, photoinduced changes to CsPb(I1−xBrx)3 NC SLs (0 < x <
1.0) are probed via in situ photoluminescence, X-ray diffraction, and electron
microscopy. We find that prolonged (∼10−20 h) ultraviolet−visible irradiation causes
irreversible PL blueshifts, photobrightening, and crystal structure contractions. These
changes stem from gradual photoinduced I2 sublimation, which transforms
CsPb(I1−xBrx)3 into CsPbBr3. Despite eliminating half of the initial halides from
individual CsPb(I0.53Br0.47)3 particles, NCs within SLs remarkably preserve their initial
crystallinity, cuboidal shapes, edge lengths, and size distributions. This work illustrates
compositional control toward generating precisely engineered perovskite NC SLs. It
also highlights iodide photo-oxidation as a hurdle that must be overcome if mixed
halide perovskite nanomaterials are to be applied beyond fundamental studies.

All-inorganic CsPbX3 (X− = I−, Br−, Cl−) perovskite
nanocrystals (NCs) embody excellent photolumines-
cence (PL) properties, which include high PL quantum

yields, narrow emission line widths, and fast radiative
lifetimes.1−14 Halide alloying [e.g., CsPb(I1−xBrx)3] permits
precise band gap (Eg) control between ∼3.1 eV (400 nm) and
∼1.7 eV (730 nm).1,4−6,15−19 Tunable band gaps and bright,
color-specific emission have generated great interest in
implementing mixed halide nanomaterials into quantum dot
displays as well as multijunction solar cells.16 These
applications require NCs that are stable under prolonged
excitation. Unfortunately, the optical and structural properties
of mixed halide perovskites are dramatically altered under
continuous illumination.
Uniformly mixed halide perovskite thin films (0.2 < x < 1.0)

are well known20−24 to undergo reversible segregation into
low-Eg I-rich (x ≈ 0.2) and high-Eg Br-rich domains under
continuous wave (CW) visible illumination. Light-induced
halide segregation has been established through observations
of Bragg reflections splitting into two distinct peaks in X-ray
diffraction (XRD) measurements.24 The lower (higher) angle
peak represents the crystal structure expansion (contraction)
associated with the formation of I-rich (Br-rich) domains.
Favorable band offsets then lead to preferred charge carrier
accumulation in I-rich domains. As a direct consequence,

photoinduced PL redshifts to energies associated with I-rich x
≈ 0.2 compositions have been almost universally observed in
APb(I1−xBrx)3 [A+ = CH3NH3

+ (MA+), CH(NH2)2
+ (FA+),

Cs+] thin films.21 The phenomenon is reversible, and in the
dark both PL and XRD peaks recover to their initial positions.
In contrast to mixed halide perovskite thin films, there has

been significantly less work on photoinduced halide
segregation in mixed halide perovskite NCs. Complicating
the issue are disparate reports in the literature regarding the
photostability of mixed halide perovskites at the nanometer
scale. Draguta et al.22 first demonstrated that colloidal
CsPb(I0.50Br0.50)3 NC films (average NC edge length, l ≈ 10
nm) are stable under CW illumination conditions (excitation
wavelength, λexc = 405 nm; excitation intensity, Iexc = 40 mW
cm−2, ∼2 min exposure) that induce halide segregation in
analogous CsPb(I0.50Br0.50)3 and MAPb(I0.50Br0.50)3 thin films.
The improved NC photostability against halide segregation
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was linked to limited carrier diffusion lengths at small sizes.
This concept underlies a model for light-induced halide
segregation in mixed halide perovskite thin films.22 Gualdroń-
Reyes et al.25 subsequently corroborated these results, showing
that CsPb(I1−xBrx)3 NC films (x = 0.11, 0.52, and 0.79) are
stable under CW illumination (λexc = 405 nm; Iexc = 10 mW
cm−2, ∼10 min exposure) when l < 45 nm.
At higher excitation intensities, however, both emission

redshifts and blueshifts have been reported. Here, Draguta et
al.22 have observed the emergence of I-rich emission at ∼1.80
eV after 20 s of Iexc = 500 W cm−2 CW illumination (λexc = 405
nm) in CsPb(I0.5Br0.5)3 NC films. Wang et al.26 also reported
red-shifted I-rich emission at ∼1.87 eV in CsPb(I1−xBrx)3 NC
films (l ≈ 35 nm, x = 0.7, 0.6, 0.5, 0.4) following 10 min of Iexc
= 300 mW cm−2 CW illumination (λexc = 405 nm). In contrast
to these above-mentioned studies, Zhang et al.27 reported that
close-packed CsPb(I0.60Br0.40)3 NC films and individual NCs
blueshift to ∼2.4 eV under ∼50 min of quasi-CW illumination
(λexc = 405 nm; Iexc > 30 W cm−2). These divergent
observations highlight the need for further investigations of
photoinduced transformations in mixed halide perovskite NCs.
To date, light-induced changes to CsPb(I1−xBrx)3 NCs have

primarily been studied via PL-based techniques.21,25−27 This
prompts questions as to how illumination alters the NCs’
shapes, sizes, size distributions, and crystal structures. Here, we
perform a comprehensive optical and structural analysis of the
light-induced changes to CsPb(I1−xBrx)3 NC superlattices
(SLs). Mixed halide NC SLs represent shape- and size-pure

forms of NC ensembles. They are, therefore, ideal specimens
for revealing changes to the structural and optical properties of
mixed halide NCs in close-packed films under illumination.
Beyond this, perovskite NC SLs offer tantalizing opportunities
for realizing collective, macroscopic quantum phenomena, as
evidenced by recent reports of cooperative effects from
individual CsPbBr3 NC SLs.28−37

In what follows, we demonstrate the existence of photo-
induced changes to CsPb(I1−xBrx)3 NCs within NC SLs.
Specifically, we observe light-induced changes to the
stoichiometry of mixed halide NCs that stem not from anion
segregation, but rather from photoinduced I2 sublimation. In
effect, a light-induced CsPb(I1−xBrx)3 to CsPbBr3 trans-
formation occurs with concomitant changes to NC structure
and optical response. More intriguingly, the photoconversion
of NC SLs is shape-preserving, pointing to the structural
stability of cation substructure despite losses of nearly half of
the anions initially present in component NCs.
Photoinduced Transformation of Mixed Halide CsPb(I1−xBrx)3

NCs in Solution. Figure 1 first illustrates the impact that 25 min
of CW illumination (LED source, λexc = 470 nm; Iexc = 100
mW cm−2) has on a dilute dispersion of CsPb(I1−xBrx)3 NCs
(x = 0.36, l = 7.1 ± 0.7 nm) in toluene. Under photoexcitation,
the specimen’s visually bright orange PL changes to green with
nearly a complete loss of intensity (Supporting Information
Figure S1). The PL partially recovers a few minutes after the
CW illumination is switched off (see Figure S2). Strikingly,
significant shifts to higher energy exist in both absorption

Figure 1. (a) Absorption and (b) PL spectra of CsPb(I0.64Br0.36)3 NCs in toluene before (dashed red lines) and after (solid blue lines) 25 min
of CW illumination (LED source, λexc = 470 nm; Iexc = 100 mW cm−2). TEM images of mixed halide x = 0.36 NCs before (c) and after (d)
CW illumination. Insets in panels c and d show photographs of the visible PL of CsPb(I0.64Br0.36)3 NCs in toluene before and after the
illumination experiment, respectively.
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(Figure 1a) and emission (Figure 1b) following illumination
(before, dashed red lines; after, solid blue lines). Figure 1b
shows that the PL peak energy blueshifts ≈320 meV from
EPL,Max ≈ 2.07 eV to EPL,Max ≈ 2.39 eV. These spectral changes
are qualitatively consistent with a compositional trans-
formation from CsPb(I1−xBrx) with x = 0.36 into pure
CsPbBr3 NCs.
The overall appearance of the absorption spectrum following

illumination (Figure 1a, solid blue line) closely resembles that
observed in the initial spectrum prior to illumination (Figure
1a, dashed red line). The major difference is a large blueshift.
This suggests that the NCs have not been destroyed.
Transmission electron microscopy (TEM) images before and
after illumination (Figure 1c,d) verify that the NCs preserve
their cuboidal morphology. Curiously, the average edge lengths

after illumination (l = 7.1 ± 0.6 nm) are near identical to that
before illumination (l = 7.1 ± 0.7 nm). Figure 1, therefore,
points to dynamic photochemistry occurring within mixed
halide NCs under irradiation that is clearly different from the
corresponding response of counterpart polycrystalline thin
films.20−24 To understand how illuminating mixed halide NCs
alters their optical response yet apparently preserves their
structure, we survey the photostability of shape- and size-pure,
mixed halide perovskite NC SLs.
Mixed Halide CsPb(I1−xBrx)3 NC SLs. In total, eight distinct

CsPb(I1−xBrx)3 (0 < x < 1.00) perovskite NC SL compositions
were fabricated. The CsPb(I1−xBrx)3 NC ensembles, employed
in self-assembly, were synthesized using modified literature
procedures.1,15−17 TEM images in Figure S3 show that all eight
NC ensembles adopt cuboidal morphologies with average edge

Figure 2. (a) HAADF-STEM image of NCs within a CsPb(I0.50Br0.50)3 NC SL. Inset: HAADF-STEM image of an entire x = 0.50 NC SL.
Optical microscopy images of CsPb(I1−xBrx)3 SLs for (b) x = 0, (c) x = 0.36, (d) x = 0.50 and (e) x = 1.00 (e). Insets of each optical image
are the associated spatially resolved PL maps of individual NC SLs. (f) θ:2θ XRD patterns of compact CsPb(I1−xBrx)3 NC SL films.
Corresponding x-values are indicated next to each pattern. The dashed vertical gray line at ∼30° 2θ indicates the approximate peak position
for x = 1.00 NC SLs. Patterns offset for clarity. (g) Zoomed-in view of the ∼15° 2θ (Cu Kα) peaks in panel f, which are replotted on a
logarithmic intensity scale versus scattering vector (Q = [4π/λCu]sin[θ]). Asterisks in x = 0 patterns in panels f and g indicate peaks related
to 0D Cs4PbI6 NCs.
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lengths in the range of l = 8.5−11.6 nm and size-distributions
of ∼10% (see Table S1). NC SLs were grown from
concentrated NC dispersions in toluene or tetrachloroethylene
on top of 1 × 1 cm Si substrates by slow solvent
evaporation.28,29 Details of NC synthesis and composition
tuning (Figure S4), self-assembly, size characterization by
TEM, and halide composition quantification via scanning
electron microscopy-energy dispersive X-ray spectroscopy
(SEM-EDS) can be found in the Supporting Information.
Figure 2a shows a high-angle annular dark-field scanning

TEM (HAADF-STEM) image of a CsPb(I0.50Br0.50)3 NC SL,
where individual NCs are apparent. The inset of Figure 2a is a
zoomed out HAADF-STEM image of an entire mixed halide
NC SL. Figure 2b−e illustrates representative optical
microscopy images of CsPb(I1−xBrx)3 NC SLs (0 < x <
1.00). The insets in Figure 2b−d are true color, spatially
resolved PL maps obtained from confocal laser scanning
microscopy (CLSM). The colors of SL PL shift from red to
green as x decreases with a corresponding PL energy ranging
from ∼1.8 eV (x = 0) to ∼2.4 eV (x = 1.00). Figure S5 shows
ensemble NC absorption/PL in toluene as well as single SL PL
spectra and optical microscopy images for each x-value. Figure
S6 illustrates individual NC SL emission maps for all halide
compositions. Figure S7 shows the halide composition
calibration curves based on absorption/PL energies. Details
of these optical measurements are provided in the Supporting
Information.
θ:2θ XRD measurements of compact CsPb(I1−xBrx)3 NC SL

films (Figure 2f) demonstrate the strong preferred orientation
of NCs normal to SL surfaces in the pseudocubic ⟨100⟩
direction.2,38−42 Peaks at ∼15° 2θ and ∼30° 2θ stem from the
pseudocubic (100) and (200) planes, respectively. Evident in
Figure 2f is a shift of both (100) and (200) reflections from
lower to higher degrees 2θ with increasing x.1,15,16 XRD
patterns for all halide compositions are summarized in Figure
S8 along with details of the XRD measurements. Table S1 lists
the approximate angles of (200) atomic Bragg reflections, and
Figure S9 provides an associated XRD-based compositional
calibration curve. The extra peak at ∼12.1° 2θ x = 0 (top, dark
red lines denoted with an asterisk in Figure 2f,g) arises from
the occurrence of a Cs4PbI6 impurity.43

Beyond strongly preferred NC orientation, perovskite NC
SL structural coherence is evident through SL reflections.29 SL
reflections are most recognizable by the fine structure of

reflections at 2θ ≈ 15°.29 These SL reflections emerge,
according to Bragg’s law, at Qn = 2πn/Λ (derived by
substituting Q for sin θ),29 with Qn the scattering vector
associated with the nth order satellite peak maximum intensity,
n an integer representing the SL reflection diffraction order,
and Λ the NC-to-NC (core-to-core) interparticle spacing (i.e.,
the SL periodicity).
Figure 2g better illustrates the (100) SL satellite peak

splitting, showing zoomed-in logarithmic intensity scale versus
scattering vector (Q) diffraction patterns. Two to five SL
reflections are identifiable for each composition, with Table S1
summarizing fit-extracted Λ for all compositions. Such SL
reflections have been unintentionally14,18,44−47 observed in
prior XRD studies.
Light-Induced Optical and Structural Changes in CsPb-

(I1−xBrx)3 NC SLs. Figure 3a illustrates the PL spectra of an
x = 0.47 NC SL film collected over 25 h (spectra shown in 1 h
increments) under CW illumination (λexc = 385 nm; Iexc = 110
mW cm−2). Similar to NCs in solution (Figures 1a,b), spectral
blueshifts occur in the NC SLs. The inset of Figure 3a plots
this gradual blueshift from EPL,Max = 2.115 to 2.406 eV (586 to
515 nm); the latter value is consistent with that of pure
CsPbBr3 NC SLs (indicated by the horizontal, dashed green
line). Figure S10 shows similar PL spectral shifting for an x =
0.72 NC SL film. These spectral changes are irreversible when
returned to the dark for 21 h (Figure S11). Furthermore,
photoinduced blueshifts are unique to mixed halide NC SLs
and do not occur with single halide materials. This has been
demonstrated through control tests conducted under identical
illumination conditions on single-halide CsPbI3 and CsPbBr3
NC SLs. Both CsPbI3 and CsPbBr3 NC SLs experience
emission intensity decreases without significant shifts in their
EPL,Max (Figure S12). As a note, the CW illumination intensities
(Iexc ≈ 75−110 mW·cm−2) used in this work are comparable to
average intensities (Iexc ≈ 5−200 mW·cm2) employed with
pulsed lasers (λexc = 400 nm, 1 kHz repetition rate) in prior
optical amplification experiments on lead halide perovskite NC
films.48−50 Amplified spontaneous emission and other
phenomena requiring intense irradiation of mixed halide NC
films will likely be complicated by the light-induced changes
observed in the NC SL films (Figure 3).
Next, optical microscopy images (Figures 3b,c) indicate that

the cuboidal morphologies of mixed halide NC SLs are
preserved during CW illumination, despite evident color

Figure 3. (a) Time-evolved emission spectra in 1 h segments (gray lines) for an x = 0.47 NC SL film over 25 h of CW illumination (λexc = 385
nm, Iexc = 110 mW cm−2). Inset: EPL,Max and x versus time. The dashed green line represents the emission energy of a single CsPbBr3 NC SL
(x = 1.00). Optical microscopy images of x = 0.47 NC SLs (b) before and (c) after 25 h of illumination. (d) In situ θ:2θ XRD patterns of a x
= 0.47 NC SL film over 21 h of CW illumination (λexc = 385 nm, Iexc = 75 mW cm−2). Inset: Λ-values over time under illumination.
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changes from red-orange (mixed halide, Figure 3b) to yellow
(CsPbBr3, Figure 3c). In addition, optical microscopy
measurements show no gross changes to the physical
dimensions of the irradiated NC SLs. This SL behavior
resembles that seen in Figure 1c,d for individual NCs
illuminated in solution. SEM-EDS measurements of NC SLs
before and after illumination verify increases in x-values (from
x = 0.47 to x = 0.63) and point to partial I− expulsion from
component NCs.
To further explore light-induced structural changes in NC

SLs, Figure 3d plots time-elapsed XRD patterns of SL (100)
Bragg reflections from a compact x = 0.47 SL film over 21 h of
CW illumination (λexc = 385 nm, Iexc = 75 mW cm−2). The
center of the reflections progressively shifts to higher scattering
vectors over time, indicating a contraction of the perovskite
structure. In particular, SL (200) reflections shift from Qn ≈
20.856 nm−1 to Qn ≈ 21.198 nm−1 and correspond to a
decrease of the pseudocubic structure parameter from 6.025
to5.927 Å. The final scattering vector and structure parameters
are near those of pure CsPbBr3 NC SLs (Qn ≈ 21.338 nm−1;
5.840 Å51), corroborating the conclusions derived from the
above-mentioned PL measurements.
These light-induced changes to NC SL XRD patterns are

irreversible (checked after 21 h in the dark, Figure S13) and, in
whole, point to a near-complete and light-induced structure-
preserving transformation of NC SLs from CsPbBr(I1−xBrx)3
to CsPbBr3. This is indirectly seen through the preservation of

NC SL shapes in Figure 3b,c. It is remarkable then, that despite
the significant compositional changes, NCs within SLs retain
their close-packed structural order during and after observed
photoinduced changes. This is directly observed by retaining
SL reflections over time (Figure 3d), which indicates that
despite the photoinduced changes, the NCs remain size- and
shape-pure under illumination. Simultaneously, fit-extracted Λ-
values in Figure 3d (inset) decrease slightly from ∼11.44 nm
to ∼11.31 nm and verify that NC l-values do not significantly
change under illumination. This agrees with the data in Figure
1c,d.
We now survey individual NC SLs via CLSM to provide

deeper insight into the relationship between light-induced
structural changes and the optical response of mixed halide
NCs. Figure 4a shows spatially resolved, true color PL maps of
an individual x = 0.72 NC SL before and after three rounds
([1], initial; [2], after one round; [3], after two rounds; and
[4], after three rounds) of brief, intense CW laser irradiation in
a CLSM (λexc = 405 nm; Iexc ≈ 1.7 × 107 W cm−2; exposure
time per round ∼120 μs, see the Supporting Information for
more details). Evident is a change in the emission color from
yellow (Figure 4a, [1]) to green (Figure 4a, [4]). Also
apparent is that the color change starts from the outside of the
SL and progressively moves toward its inside (i.e., Figure 4a,
[2] and [3]). These spectral changes are summarized in Figure
4b, which plots PL spectra for each map in Figure 4a (averaged
from all pixels within SLs). The data shows that in addition to

Figure 4. Spatially resolved PL maps (7.50 × 7.50 μm) of an individual x = 0.72 CsPb(I0.28Br0.72)3 NC SL after three rounds ([1], initial; [2],
one round; [3], two rounds; and [4], three rounds) of brief, intense CW laser illumination in a scanning confocal microscope (λexc = 405 nm;
nominal Iexc ≈ 1.7 × 107 W cm−2; exposure time per round, ∼120 μs). Dashed white lines and numbers in [1] and [2] represent the
approximate area of the NC SL. (b) Averaged PL spectra from all pixels within the NC SL from the four images in panel a. (c) PL spectra
from the center (edge) of the SL, as indicated using a dashed red line (dashed blue line) in PL map [3] of panel a.

ACS Energy Letters http://pubs.acs.org/journal/aelccp Letter

https://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acsenergylett.0c00630
ACS Energy Lett. 2020, 5, 1465−1473

1469

http://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acsenergylett.0c00630/suppl_file/nz0c00630_si_001.pdf
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acsenergylett.0c00630/suppl_file/nz0c00630_si_001.pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsenergylett.0c00630?fig=fig4&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsenergylett.0c00630?fig=fig4&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsenergylett.0c00630?fig=fig4&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsenergylett.0c00630?fig=fig4&ref=pdf
http://pubs.acs.org/journal/aelccp?ref=pdf
https://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acsenergylett.0c00630?ref=pdf


a PL peak blueshift from ≈2.25 to ≈2.47 eV (551 to 503 nm),
there is an apparent photobrightening effect. Figure 4c
compares PL spectra from the SL edge (dashed blue line/
circles) to its center (dashed red line/diamonds) using the PL
map in Figure 4a, [3]. This data shows that the edge-emission
is brighter and higher in energy than the corresponding
emission from the center. The PL maps in Figure 4a were
chosen at representative intermediate points during NC SL
photoinduced conversion. The Supporting Information shows
a CLSM movie (Movie S1) of this entire energy shift and
photobrightening.
The movie and images show that beyond spectral changes,

which remain to be explained, the NC SLs maintain their
general morphology during irradiation. They do shrink by a
few hundred nanometers in each observable dimension (areas
indicated by dashed white lines in Figure 4a, [1] and [4]),
where for the particular SL studied, the overall area decreases
from ∼25 to 19 μm2 (a ∼24% drop). This decrease is not
consistent with the structural contractions seen in Figure 3d
because a ∼1.1% change of component NCs (i.e., Λ decreases
from 11.44 to 11.31 nm) translates only to an expected ∼2.3%
change of the visible SL surface area. This discrepancy and the
dynamic spectral changes in Figure 4 hint at an unusual
photochemical transformation of the SL.
Origin of Photoinduced NC and SL Transformations. We now

speculate that PL blueshifts and SL structural contractions
stem from irreversible I2 sublimation from component NCs
during illumination.27 This is motivated by earlier works on
bulk lead halide photooxidation chemistries, which show
irradiation-induced I2 sublimation.52,53 More recent work by
Zhang et al.27 also suggests that I2 sublimation may occur in
mixed halide perovskite NCs under illumination. We have
therefore checked this hypothesis using a simple indicator test.
Briefly, a strip of paper carrying a small amount of dried
potassium iodide (KI) and potato starch mixture is enclosed in
a vial with dried, mixed halide NC SLs (x = 0.50). NCs in the
vial are then illuminated for 20 h (λexc = 470 nm, Iexc = 80 mW
cm−2). Following the illumination, the original white test strip
exhibited yellow stains characteristic of the I3

−/starch complex.
The complex results from the reaction of I2 with KI-derived I−

(see the discussion in the Supporting Information and Figures
S14 and S15 for more details).
The following mechanism is then proposed to explain the

photoinduced changes reported in Figures 3 and 4. Under
illumination, the photogenerated holes reduce I− to I0 within
component NCs of the SL.52−56 Because of the larger
excitation intensity present at SL surfaces, their outermost
NCs experience I− reduction first. Once a suitable density of I0

is generated, I2 forms, leaving both component NCs and parent
SLs as I2 gas.
Continued irradiation eventually destroys the outermost NC

layer(s), leaving a SL surface enriched in Br− anions
surrounded by oleylammonium, Cs+, or Pb2+ counterions.
The outermost NC layers in SLs therefore act as sacrificial
layers to generate an excess of bromide species. In tandem, the
NCs further inside the SL experience I− reduction and I2
evolution. However, SL surfaces now contain an excess of Br−

ions, which can diffuse through the SL to fill internal iodine
vacancies.15,16 Continued irradiation promotes this process and
ultimately converts the component mixed halide NCs of the
parent SL into CsPbBr3 NCs. The process is self-limited by the
amount of I− present in the original mixed halide material.

At the same time, Pb2+ and Cs+, remaining from the
degraded NCs at the surface of the SLs, interact with
atmospheric oxygen, water, and remaining organic ligands to
chemically passivate NC and SL surfaces. This amorphous
surface layer along with excess Br− may then be responsible for
the observed PL photobrightening that occurs by virtue of
passivating surface-related trap states of individual NCs.57−61

In total, the proposed mechanism qualitatively rationalizes the
observations made in Figures 3 and 4. Specifically, SL emission
blueshifts despite little change to the component NC
dimensions with spectral changes commencing at the edges
then moving inward, leading to SL contraction.
To further investigate the mechanism as well as the existence

of photodegraded NC surface layers on irradiated SLs, TEM
images and selected area electron diffraction (SAED) patterns
were acquired on individual CsPb(I0.50Br0.50)3 NC SLs before
(Figures 5a,b) and after (Figures 5c,b) 24 h of CW laser

illumination (λexc = 405 nm; Iexc = 100 mW cm−2). TEM-EDS
maps in Figure S16 confirm significant I− losses after
illumination while SAED patterns before/after illumination
(insets in Figures 5a,c) demonstrate that NCs within SLs
retain their perovskite crystal structure. This is consistent with
the XRD experiments discussed above (Figure 3d). However,
the outlines of individual NCs are much harder to resolve
following the illumination (compare panels b and d of Figure
5). Moreover, postilluminated SAED patterns contain a broad
ring (Figure 5c, inset, indicated by the black arrow) absent in
starting samples. These latter observations suggest that the NC
SLs are covered by an amorphous layer, resulting from CW
laser illumination. The existence of an amorphous coating is
also observed in associated SEM images (Figures S17).
To further quantify the anion stoichiometry of irradiated SLs

and address the makeup of their amorphous surface layer, X-
ray photoemission spectroscopy (XPS) on pristine and

Figure 5. TEM image of CsPb(I0.50Br0.50)3 NC SLs from the same
TEM grid before (a and b) and after (c and d) 24 h of CW
illumination (λexc = 405 nm; Iexc = 100 mW cm−2). Insets of panels
a and c are selected area electron diffraction patterns of the
associated NC SLs.
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illuminated replicas of x = 0.36 NC SL films was performed
(Figure S18). These XPS results reveal that the atomic
percentage of iodine in SLs decreases from 42.1% to 15.8%
during illumination. This is consistent with the aforementioned
SEM-EDS and TEM-EDS analyses. Moreover, an increase in
the atomic % of Pb2+ (20.3% to 42.0%) is observed after
illumination, suggesting that the topmost layer of the sample is
enriched in Pb. The surface layer is therefore likely an
amorphous mixture containing Pb−I and Pb−O species,
formed as a result of photochemical reactions with oxygen
and water from the air.57−61

To conclude, CsPb(I1−xBrx)3 NC SLs with a high degree of
compositional tunability that can be harnessed to precisely
engineer their collective optical and electronic response have
been demonstrated. Under prolonged optical illumination, the
NC and SL morphologies, size, and structural coherence are
maintained. That is remarkable, given the near-complete
expulsion of almost half of the anions from the perovskite
crystal structure under CW illumination. In a broader context,
such stability demonstrates the robustness of the cation
substructure of lead halide perovskites and the ligand shell of
NCs, which template both NC size and SL shape. At the same
time, our results highlight the clear need not only to better
understand the driving forces behind these photoinduced
changes but also to stabilize mixed halide NC SLs against
undesired photochemistry. In the former, Iexc-dependent
measurements (similar to prior reports for mixed halide thin
film counterparts)20−22 would reveal critical information about
the underlying I2 sublimation kinetics.52 In the latter,
encapsulating particles with inorganic shells (e.g., PbSO4)
represents a viable method to improve the photostability of
mixed halide perovskite NCs.62
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