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Data stewardship

“The responsible planning and executing of all 

actions on (digital) data before, during and after a 

research project, with the aim of optimising the 

usability, reusability and reproducibility of the 

resulting data."

Scholtens et al 2019 

http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3474789
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Task force : Data stewardship

Name of the task force

Professionalizing data stewardship in libraries

Planned deliverables
● Library professionals job descriptions
● Outline of skills 
● Implementation strategies for libraries to improve staff skills

Members of the task force
Eliane Blumer, Mari Elisa Kuusniemi, Rob Grim & Mijke Jetten

In collaboration with the RDA Data Stewardship Interest Group 

https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/professionalising-data-stewardship-ig
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RDA Data Stewardship Interest Group

● Provide a forum for knowledge and experience exchange in national and 
international efforts to professionalise data stewardship. 

● Define challenges which need to be addressed to professionalise data 
stewardship. 

● Design a strategy to tackle the identified challenges. 
● Contribute to global RDA community growth through new members 

joining this group. 
● Stimulate collaboration, creation of new connections and cooperation 

between group members and beyond. 
● Organise webinars to promote the work of the Interest Group.

Source:  Charter proposal for the Professionalising Data Stewardship Interest Group

https://www.rd-alliance.org/group/professionalising-data-stewardship-ig/case-statement/professionalising-data-stewardship-ig
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University

-wide 

RDM roles 

vary

Example 

from 

TU Delft 

TU Delft Research Data Framework Policy | August 2018

https://d1rkab7tlqy5f1.cloudfront.net/Library/Themaportalen/RDM/researchdata-framework-policy.pdf


@LIBEREurope

How to discuss about

data stewardship roles? 

Research data management is a relatively new area of expertise

No common understanding, vocabulary, job descriptions...
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Case University of Helsinki
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Data 

stewardship 

roles at 

University 

of Helsinki
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Data librarian

Can also be  called: liaison librarian, information 
specialist

Traditional RDM role in libraries

Important role as intermediator along university 
service units  around research data management 
(IT, research office, etc.) 
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Data curator

Can also be  called: data steward, data archivist

Helps with data curation & preservation

Important role as data documentation and 
metadata expert 

Provides training and guidance
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Data steward

Can also be called: data manager

Works with research projects’ practical data 
management challenges

Develops good research workflows and practices 

Has knowledge of data management traditions and 

practices in  the research field
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Data champion

Can also be  called: data steward, data advisor, 
data agent

Important role in  research engagement and 
marketing

An embedded  part time role of a person with 
research background
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Which of 

these roles 

can be in  a 

library?

Which of 

these roles 

can be 

coordinated 

by a library?
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Join the 

discussion!

Future library 
professions will be 

created today

Thank you!

mari.elisa.kuusniemi@helsinki.fi


