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I. Introduction: SowiDataNet|datorium 
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SowiDataNet|datorium 

 Data sharing platform for quantitative social science research  

 Data 

 Code 

 Supporting documentation and materials (e.g. stimuli, questionnaires, 

etc.) 

 DSpace 5.7, Vaadin Framework, Elasticsearch 
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Who is it for today? 

 Individual researchers who want to share data (basic service, 

free of charge) 

 Research institutes or projects who would like to share their 

data, but do not want to build their own repository (value-added 

service, fee-based) 
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Who could it be for in the future? 

 Social Science data archives looking for a trusted Service 

Provider to host their data and support their digital 

preservation processes 
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Features of current institutional service 

 Quality assurance for data and documentation  
 Checklist for curators and two-step curation workflow 

 Direct support from GESIS curator  

 Data discovery and citation  
 Metadata schema, controlled vocabularies  

 DOI-registration via da|ra  

 Persistence  
 Guaranteed bitstream ‘preservation’ for 25 years  

 Reporting 
 Download statistics 

 Branding  
 Integration into customer webpage 
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Curation workflow 

9 

Depositor:  
Data Submission 

Inst. Curator: 
Submission ok? 

GESIS Curator: 
Submission ok? 

Yes 

No 

No 

A General checklist  
I. Technical check 
II. License- and copyrights 
III. Data protection 

 
B Content-related checklist 
I. Data complete and in scope 
II. Quality, consistency of data 

processing 
III. Quality and completeness of 

metadata and documentation 
 

 
 
 

Yes 



Curator Task Pool 
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Curation backend (1) 
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Curation backend (2) 
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Checklist (excerpt) 
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Statistics 
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II. SowiDataNet|datorium 
From bitstream preservation to policy-driven digital preservation 
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Bitstream ‘preservation’ 

 GESIS securely stores the files and metadata as published via 

SowiDataNet|datorium 

 Redundant storage in multiple locations 

 Mix of storage media 

 Hash sums with regular fixity checks on files 

 IT Security policy 

 Recovery tests 
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From storage to digital preservation 

 Digital preservation is more than secure, long-term storage 

 

 

 

17 

“Digital Preservation Refers to the series of managed activities 

necessary to ensure continued access to digital materials […] 

 beyond the limits of media failure or technological and 

organisational change. 

 

Long-term preservation - Continued access to digital materials, or at 

least to the information contained in them, indefinitely.”  

(DPC Handbook, www.dpconline.org/handbook/glossary) 



From storage to digital preservation 

 SowiDataNet|datorium:  

 Only minimum of required metadata and documentation 

 No file format identification / characterization beyond file extension 

 No file normalization and migration strategy 

 Digital preservation requires additional technical measures and 

has to be supported by policies 
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III. Call for Pilots 
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Preservation in a collaborative setting 
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Cooperating partners fulfill different digital preservation tasks  

Image by Digitalbevaring.dk, published under a Creative Commons Attribution 2.5 Denmark license 



Collaborative setting: Example 
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Pilot partner (with support from GESIS) 

- Ingest, Preservation Planning, Administration 

- Communication with consumers and producers on questions relating 

to the data 
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Collaborative setting: Example 
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Pilot partner (with support from GESIS) SowiDataNet|datorium 

- Ingest, Preservation Planning, Administration 

- Communication with consumers and producers on questions relating 

to the data 

- Archival Storage, Data Management, Access 

- Technical support for producers and consumers 
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Pilot project 

 Define Ingest policies  
 e.g. file formats, normalization, mandatory metadata and 

documentation, etc. 

 Define and test minimum required metadata  
 Enough for interpretability? 

 Provenance metadata 

 Preservation policy and plan 

 Define workflows, e.g.  
 File format migration 

 GESIS waves fees for SowiDataNet|datorium for duration of pilot 
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Pilot project: Potential goals 

 CoreTrustSeal Self-Assessment submitted to CESSDA Trust 

Group 

 Apply for CoreTrustSeal certification in collaborative setting 
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https://data.gesis.org/sharing 

Contact: jonas.recker@gesis.org 


