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CDC in general, harvesting metadata 

“Must have” and “should have” metadata 

Forthcoming  

Further information 
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In this presentation… 





Version 2.1 in production on CESSDA Technical Infrastructure: 
https://datacatalogue.cessda.eu/  

Now listed in EOSC Marketplace: https://marketplace.eosc-
portal.eu/services/cessda-data-catalogue 

User guide: https://datacatalogue.cessda.eu/documentation/  

Compatible with Google Data Search, special markup embedded 
in pages 

Issue tracker for logging and tracking progress against any 
metadata issues (bitbucket). 
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Fully automated harvesting of metadata from Service 
Providers ensures that CDC content is up to date. 

Automatically updates its content every 24 hours. 

Any SP that has publicly accessible harvestable OAI-
PMH endpoint that serves CMM compliant metadata 
in DDI 1.2/2.5 XML format can be part of CDC. 

Currently CDC holds circa 21000 records in English 
and 10000 records in other languages. 

Harvesting metadata from SPs 



SP harvesting status 



CDC can be only as good as the metadata powering 
it. 

Better metadata => better search results, better 
facets 

As a rule, metadata should be corrected at the 
source. 

But it takes more than having 
a harvestable endpoint! 



An example of a CDC record 







Study number <IDNo> 

Abstract <abstract> 

Study title <titl> 

Publisher <distrbtr>  

Study Url <URI>  

”Must have” metadata 

The language of the 
metadata file should be 
stated 
using <codeBook>@xml:lang
, otherwise it defaults to 
English. 

 



Language of metadata is important 



Unwanted variations in <distrbtr> 



Topic <topcClas> 

Keyword <keyword> 

Time dimension <timeMeth> 

Country <nation> 

Analysis unit <anlyUnit> 

Year of publication <distDate> 

Study Persistent Identifier <IDNo> 

Creator <AuthEnty> 

Language of data file(s) <fileDscr><fileTxt>@xml:lang> 

Data collection method <collMode> 

Data collection period: start date 
<stdyDscr><stdyInfo><sumDscr><collDate>@date @event="start"> 

Data collection period: end date 
<stdyDscr><stdyInfo><sumDscr><collDate>@date @event="end"> 

Terms of data access <restrctn> 

”Should have” metadata 



Strongly recommended: use 
topic and use it properly 



Use both the ISO country code in 

the attribute and country name 



 

Mostly unused: lang of data 
files 



Strongly recommended: 

Year of publication  

Data collection period (start and end) 

 

Ideally: 'YYYY-MM-DDThh:mm:ssZ’ 

can accept 'YYYY-MM-DD', 'YYYY-MM' or 'YYYY' 

About dates 



Choose your own organisation from Publisher list  

See the lists in other filters to chase incorrect country 
names, different spellings of organisation names, 
topic classification problems etc.  
 

Check your metadata in CDC 



 

Feedback welcome 

See also last slide for contact email addresses! 



Metadata issues in bitbucket 



 

record the metadata language 

use controlled vocabularies whenever possible 

use attribute vocab name when using CESSDA topic 
classification 

be consistent  

for example, don’t use many variants of the name of 
your organization unless the name has really changed 

share experiences, provide feedback 

 

Summary: remember to… 



Bug fixes 

Machine-actionable CDC metadata profile and a tool 
that can check a metadata file against the profile (see 
announcement in SPF Basecamp). 

Training videos for researchers and for SPs 

In the future: variable information 

Forthcoming 

https://3.basecamp.com/3584575/buckets/1716387/messages/2176398786


CDC User Guide 
https://datacatalogue.cessda.eu/documentation/index.html 

EDDI2018 presentation: The New CESSDA Catalogue 
https://zenodo.org/record/2530106#.XJIiRSj7SUk  

CESSDA Vocabulary Service https://vocabularies.cessda.eu/   

CESSDA Metadata Model 
https://zenodo.org/record/3543756#.Xda7ZkGxVhE  

CESSDA Metadata Model User Guide 
https://zenodo.org/record/3236194#.Xda7S0GxVhE  

CV Usage https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/10yeLWJnXU6-
mIQTs-dXMhYb4LvVbvtnb3L9bhuza-g0/edit#gid=1056082761  

Metadata Office Basecamp 
https://3.basecamp.com/3584575/projects/1716357 (not public) 

metadata-office@cessda.eu / metadata issues  

support@cessda.eu / getting your collection into CDC 

Further information 
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      Thank you! 


