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HYL’s Rare Local 
Gazetteers
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LoGaRT: 
Local Gazetteers Research Tools

• Developed within the Local 
Gazetteers Working Group
@MPIWG (2014-)

• First prototype release in 2016

• Research workshops (w/m-long) 
in 2016, 17, 18

• ~40 scholars have visited 
MPIWG to use LoGaRT

• More on Working Group page: 
Search “MPIWG local 
gazetteers”
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Today’s outline

• Why are we developing LoGaRT?
• What does LoGaRT do that other LG databases don’t

• Core methodology behind LoGaRT

• Digitizing the HYL local gazetteers (by Sean)

• A glimpse to LoGaRT
• Walking through its features and a little bit hands-on

• How LoGaRT helps to explore the HYL LG colleciton

• Concluding remarks, Q&A
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What are the Local Gazetteers

• Main genre for recording “local knowledge” in historical China 
established or stabilized since Southern Song (12c)

• Cumulative records about a territorial unit. Mostly compiled by a 
local government. Published in book format. (Dennis, 2015)

• Local: what kind of locality?

• Mostly administration units – counties, prefectures, provinces, state.  
Also geographical regions or borderlands.

• Knowledge: what kind of information? (topics)

• Mostly for governing purposes: topography and beyond (eg.
institutions, population, taxes, biographies, literature, … )

See: Dennis. 2015. Writing, Publishing, and Reading Local Gazetteers in Imperial China, 1100-1700.
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Topics: Extensive and Consistent

Juan 1:  Geography / topography
Map of Ginmen. Map of Gifu. Field division.
History of establishment. Territory. 
Geographical features.

Local customs. Mountains & rivers.
Monuments.
Juan 2: Infrastructure

City’s infrastructure. Bureaus. Schools. Altars.
Postal stations. Temples.

Juan 3: Food and Commodities 
Households. Taxes. Public services. 
Horses. Budgets. Local products.

Juan 4: Politics
Local officials. Responsibilities. Famous officials.
Rituals and ceremonies. Military affairs. 

Juan 5: People
Selection. Merits & martyr. Virtue and filial. 
Local gentry. Seclusion. Foreigners. Immortals. 

Juan 6: Literature
Steles. Poems and Songs.
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Unique features of LGs (1)

• Many

• Wide geographical coverage: Well-populated and less-well-
populated regions in historical China. Several editions for a 
place.

• Long period: 12c-20c

• A big portion of LGs ever compiled still exist today.  A large 
subset has been digitized as digital texts.

• 20,000 LGs were compiled in historical China*

• About 10,000 distinct titles are extant 

• 5K-7K (> ¼) distinct titles have been digitized as searchable digital 
texts

*Number needs to be verified whether it includes Minguo
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Unique features of LGs (2)

• Full of data 
• LGs are data collection projects. Each LG is a small database 

by itself.

• Extensive and (somewhat) consistent topics, across regions 
and time periods

• Structural: topics & lists
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Unique features of LGs (3)

• Quantity matters
• Statistically sufficient to use all the digital LGs (or a big enough 

subset) to represent the overall patterns of LGs ever existed

• Running a full text search would give a relatively accurate 
approximation of the term’s overall distribution/pattern in all 
the historical LGs ever existed

• Data collected on a certain topic from a big-enough subset 
would be statistically representative
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Core Methodology behind LoGaRT

• Treating the genre as a conceptual “database” for 
historical inquiry 
• Using the genre to answer questions for the genre / historical 

China, rather than just using individual LGs

• To scale up research, not necessarily bounded by time, space, 
and individual efforts

• LG Working Group: to study the nature of local knowledge 
and the role of LG in Imperial China

• Only if we have proper digital tools => LoGaRT



11 See: Chen Cheng-siang 陳正祥. 1983. Zhongguo wenhua
dili (Cultural Geography of China). Beijing: Sanlian shu

dian.

Example: Maps for Locust Disasters

Geographical distribution of locust temples Frequency of locust disasters in Ming
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Model Applicable to Many Questions

• With the digital databases on 
LGs, we can repeat what he did. 
But how easy / fast?

• Recreating Chen’s method with 
digital technologies
• Repeat Chen’s work in mins

• Geo-distribution almost the same

• Everyone can ask different 
questions – Page Text Search in 
LoGaRT

• Results can be analysed in 
different ways

Shih-Pei Chen, “Remapping Locust Temples of Historical China and the Use of GIS重制陳正祥之蝗神
廟分佈圖與淺談GIS 的使用, Review of Religion and Chinese Society 3.2 (2016), 149–163. 
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Practically what you can do with LoGaRT

• Recreate “models” that can 
take input from scholars by 
digital technologies

• 1) Data collection & analyses
• Data collection (via full text search)

• Obtain datasets

• Visualize the dataset with visual 
analytic methods (eg. maps), and 
identify patterns

• => Collective analysis

Search 
Tagging

Datasets

Visual 
statistical 
analytics
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Practically what you can do with LoGaRT

• 2) Visual / statistic analytics: to quickly grasp 
overviews of a collection / search results / datasets
• Help us to understand the composition 

• Help to verify / examine our assumptions toward the genre

• 3) Quick switch between close / distant reading, help 
to quickly adjust one’s assumption and dig into the 
contents through multi-perspectives
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Practically what you can do with LoGaRT

• 4) Takes advantage of the structures embedded in 
LGs: chapters/sections, lists
• Section search: cut through the database and get sections on 

particular topics

• Text-tagging: convert lists into computer-operable data tables
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The Full-text Production Process

for HYL Local Gazetteers

Sean Wang

Project Manager, MPIWG 



Multi-step process for full-text production

1. Title selection

19



Multi-step process for full-text production

1. Title selection
2. Develop production 

specifications
1. For the main body texts
2. For tables of contents

Main body: 
https://github.com/SeanyWang/desp
ecs/blob/master/LGspecs.md

TOC: 
https://github.com/SeanyWang/desp
ecs/blob/master/TOCspecs.md
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https://github.com/SeanyWang/despecs/blob/master/LGspecs.md
https://github.com/SeanyWang/despecs/blob/master/TOCspecs.md


Multi-step process for full-text production

1. Title selection
2. Develop production 

specifications
1. For the main body texts
2. For tables of contents

3. Main production

Some statistics:

● 1 year of production (2018-19), 
followed by 6 months of QC

● >99% accuracy rate
● 122 million characters typed
● 411 titles of local gazetteers, 

from 1,520 image viewer catalog 
records

● $744,000 (funded by the Max 
Planck Society and the Chiang 
Ching-kuo Foundation) 21

Project page: http://bit.ly/MPIWG-HYL-LG

http://bit.ly/MPIWG-HYL-LG


Multi-step process for full-text production

1. Title selection
2. Develop production 

specifications
1. For the main body texts
2. For tables of contents

3. Main production
4. Post-production processing

Project page: http://bit.ly/MPIWG-HYL-LG
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http://bit.ly/MPIWG-HYL-LG
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A Glimpse to LoGaRT

Walking through its features 

Hands-on

How LoGaRT helps to explore the HYL LG collection



24

Before we start…

• First public release of LoGaRT (rather than in-house)

• Technical infrastructure might need adjustment to support large 
number of concurrent users 

• Watch me demo & short breaks for trying-it-out.  Slides will be
shared as reference points. 

• Questions can be raised during demo in the Chat window

• Online support (via Chat): 

• Calvin Yeh: “Chief” developer for LoGaRT

• Sean Wang: Project manager
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Technica l  Components (User Inter faces)
of LoGaRT

Table of Contents (TOC) Editor

Portal (main UI)

Text-tagging Interface LGMap
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Grouping technical features

• Search and obtain overview
• Search at three levels: Books, Sections, Pages (top menu modules)

• Statistics view of search result

• Visualize search result in LGMap / CHMap

• Text-tagging for data collection
• Top menu modules:  Topics, Tasks 

• Work with visual materials (tu圖) in LGs
• Top menu modules: PWI (Pages with Images)

• TU in LG working group (2018-)
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Sign up for an Account
Vis i t : https : / / logar t .mpiwg-ber l in .mpg.de

Or, Google “logart mpiwg” then “Click here to access LoGaRT”

https://logart.mpiwg-berlin.mpg.de/
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Fill in Your Information
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About page
(After log- in)

• Design philosophy.  The kind of research scenarios 
that LoGaRT supports. 

• An overview to the technical components

• Sources

• Collaborators

• How to cite us

• Contact
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Top to Bottom
Left to Right

Top menu (black bg): main modules
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Filters
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Search result display
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Action buttons for each record
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Action buttons for the whole 
search result
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Buttons used in several modules
Expand/collapse filter area

X means clear

Switch view (data or statistics)
Display/hide 
columns
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Main Modules

• Books: Lists all the books linked in LoGaRT

• Sections: Search for sections

• Page Texts: Search in page texts (full-text search)

• Topics:  Themes for tagging

• Tasks: Retrieve tagged texts

• PWI (Pages with images): lists all identified images
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Demostration of LoGaRT
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Books

• Lists all the titles currently linked in LoGaRT
• Can be filtered 

• Each record in the table is a title / a local gazetteer

• Display mode: Data tables or statistical overview

• Metadata fields
• Book Name (book title), identifier, Level 1 / Level 2 (modern provinces 

and subordinated admin units that a LG belongs), Dynasty / Reign period 
of publication, Admin type (administrative units: county, prefecture, etc.), 
Book year / Edition year (publication year in AD and year of edition) , 
Edition,  Volume,  Author / compilers, Source (from which 
database/collection), Total page (total number of pages/images), Last 
editor / Modified (for TOC), Comments (problem reports)
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Books

• Action buttons for each record
• TOC Editor：View / edit a LG’s Table of Contents

• Show record in source website (Hollis)

• Post comment: (internal use only!) for reporting problems

• Data / Statistics views
• Data tables: listing titles 

• Statistics: showing the composition of a dataset (e.g. the whole 
HYL set) along several dimensions (represented by metadata 
fields)  
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Table of Contents (TOC) Editor

Each record includes:

• Section heading

• Begin & end page numbers

• Level in hierarchy: up to 3

• Show modification history

• Display scanned images
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Statistical view of the HYL set

Order for classification tree: drag & drop to change order

+: click to expand

Change visualization layout
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Statistical view of the HYL set

Expanded on reign period
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Books

• Action buttons for the entire search result
• To CSV: Download result as a Comma SeperatedValue file (a 

text file, in which each record is a row and each column is 
separated by comma). This allows the search result to be 
imported to other software such as spreadsheet & GIS

• To LGMap: Bring the search result to LGMap
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LGMap: Visua l iz ing a dataset (search result)

• Four display modules, inter-linked
• Geographical map, data table, a timeline, pie charts

• Can overlay with Chinese historical maps
• From CHGIS: 1820 provincial, prefectural boundaries and names

LGMap is customized from the open source software PLATIN, Place and Time 
Navigator: http://platin.mpiwg-berlin.mpg.de/.

http://platin.mpiwg-berlin.mpg.de/
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Overlay: to overlay with existing map layers

Map: use mouse to zoom in/out

Icons to call up: data 
management, pie charts, 
timeline, about

Data table and manipulation
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Pie charts

• Select a metadata field to 
create a pie chart (categorical 
analysis)

• Multiple pie charts

• Mouse-over: the other display 
modules are inter-linked with 
your selection
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Timeline

Choose time unit 
as continuous

Mouse-over: the other 
display modules are inter-
linked with your selection 

Choose time unit 
as 10 years
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Break I (3 mins) 
Try it out

Q&A
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Sections

• Search for sections
• Each record in search result is a section!

• Search by section headings: allow multiple keywords. Eg., type 
in “物產, 土產” (including ,) to find sections on local products

• Can be filtered by Book titles, Level 1/2, Dynasty, Reign period, 
administration level (county, prefecture, province, …)

• Metadata fields:
• Section Level (in TOC hierarchy), Pages (begin & end), Section 

Name (heading)

• Task: whether a tagging task has been created for a section
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How to input multiple keywords in fi lters

• Common across all modules

• For example, in Book Name, Section Name, Level 1, 
Period

• Keywords have to be in Traditional Chinese! 

• Type keyword1 then click comma. Keyword1 should 
become a label now. Then, type another keyword. 
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Sections

• Action buttons for each record
• Load text / New task：载入全文 / 新建标记工作

• Edit TOC

• Action buttons for search result
• To CSV

• To LGMap

• Save query in LoGaRT (can be called up later)
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How to compare two datasets in LGMap

• Method 1: aggregate (search) then divide (in LGMap)

• Use any of the four modules to filter data 

• A filtered dataset can be shown on a separate tab with a different color

• Helps to compare two or more sub-datasets

• Can always call up the whole collection as baseline

• Can import datasets produced in LoGaRT (via downloading CSV and then 
uploading to LGMap)

• Method 2: save different searches as several CSVs. Then load 
them in LGMap.
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How to interpret visualization

• Need to first understand your “baseline”
• The distribution / composition of the whole HYL set

• Always compare a search result distribution with the
baseline
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Page Texts

• Search for pages by keywords (combined with filters)
• Each record in the result is a page!

• Total number: number of pages instead of number of the keyword’s 
occurrence

• Multiple keywords
• Space between keywords means “OR search”:  a page is returned when one 

or more of the keywords appears on that page. Useful when finding 
something with different literal expressions

• Eg.“桑災殺桑害桑” are all expressions for damages of mulberry trees . ”
八蜡廟蝗神廟劉猛將軍廟” are names that can refer to locust temples. 

• Add + or – before a keyword: to identify “must-have” and excluded keywords

• +: keywords with + in front must appear on a page for it to be returned

• -: pages with this keyword are excluded and are not returned
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Page texts

• Metadata fields :
• Page (number), Section Name (which the page appears in), 

Content  (full text of the page)

• Select: by default all the records are selected (check box). Use 
these check boxes to remove records from search result 
(effected only for Saved queries)

• Task: whether a tagging task has been created
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Page texts

• Action buttons for each record
• View text: load text of the section (that includes this page)

• Action buttons for search result
• To CSV 

• To LGMap

• Save query

• Create a tagging task from search result
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Try-it-out examples 

• Click on Books
• See the how the HYL collection of LGs is composed of in terms 

of periods, geographical regions, admin types. This would illustrate 
the “baseline” of this collection in your mind for understanding 
and interpreting search results later on.  

• Click on Sections
• Use it for identifying sections with similar contents across LGs. 

Eg., Search for “物產, 土產”.  
• Or, use it for getting chronological/geographical overview of a 

section. Eg., “凡例”,  “災”.

• Page Texts: 
• Use it to find the pages where certain keywords appear. Eg., “八
蜡廟八腊廟劉猛將軍廟蝗神廟蟲王廟” (an OR search).
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Break II (3 mins) 
Try it out

Q&A

Use exmaples in the slides



60

PWI: Pages with images

• Lists all the identified pages with images in the collection

• While LGs is mainly a textual genre, they may also include 
visual materials such as maps, city layout, star maps. 

• By PWI, we pull all the images together out of their 
original positions, and hope that would help scholars to 
treat all the images of LGs as a database. 

• See: TU in LG working group page @MPIWG
• Kenneth Hammond, Shellen Wu, Anne Gerritsen, Jiajing Zhang

• Upcoming conference (2021 spring) CFP 
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PWI

Image Source:  All valid images 
or My collection

Keywords that appear on page
Expand 

filter area
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PWI

• Display modes under Data: Carousel mode (show 
images in a row, default) or Table mode. 
• In Carousel mode, scroll left and right to see images 

• 4 buttons above each image: further actions

From left to right:

• Information about this image

• (Tags) Current tags applied to this image

• Image identifier: Book ID & page number

• (Pen) Enlarge and edit this image 

• (Star) Add this image to My Colleciton
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Image enlarged view

Display consecutive pages

☆Collect

Previous pageNext page

Tag

Add personal note

Zoom in / out, 
rotate, 
reload image

(thumb) Valid / invalid image
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PWI

• For each image:
• One can collect images of interests (by clicking Collect)

• One can add personal notes (visible to self) and tags (keywords) 
for categorization (visible to all) 

• Pre-defined tags:

• Form tags: map, diagram, photograph

• Content tags: agriculture, building or building complex, flora 
and fauna, human figure, landscape, military, musical, object, 
ritual

• The Images in the HYL collection are not yet given tags. We 
encourage you to tag them! 
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PWI: Filter area

• Filter with keywords that appear on page (they are typed in; see 
our digitization spec: https://github.com/SeanyWang/despecs/blob/master/LGspecs.md)

• Filter with metadata:  all the metadata fields mentioned before, 
plus filter by Note (personal note)

• Please ignore: filter by Tag (categories of images; not yet tagged) & by Text 
inside (a field for internal production; please disregard).

https://github.com/SeanyWang/despecs/blob/master/LGspecs.md
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PWI: Action buttons for search result 

• To CSV: save the metadata of resulting images as a CSV text file. 
Can be brought to other software. 

• To LGMap: visualize the result on LGMap

• To CH-Map: display images on CH-Map, where one can call up 
Republican military maps of China

• Save: save the query / filter in LoGaRT so that it can be retrieved 
later, by clicking 
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CHMap
https : / /chmap.mpiwg-berl in .mpg.de/

• A standalone map viewer, developed at MPIWG by Dr. Lin 
Nungyao (林農堯), in collaboration with Shanghai Jiaotung U. 

• 4,000 large scaled (1:50,000) military maps surveyed during 
Minguo period are displayed on this viewer. The surveyed maps 
from Academia Sinica (shared with WMTS) can also be called up. 

https://chmap.mpiwg-berlin.mpg.de/
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PWI: Visua l iz ing LG images on CHMap

• PWI  search result can be viewed on 
CHMap by one click

• Zoom in/out by scrolling mouse 
cursor 

• Clicking on any image thumbnail 
brings up further action buttons: 

• Add reference layer: to display the 
Republican survey maps which this 
image‘s location falls within

• Images in this book: show all the 
images from the same LG (and that 
appear in this search result)

• Images at this location: show all 
images at this location (and that 
appear in this search result)
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Displaying different spatial epistemologies

See：Lin, N. Y., Chen, S. P., Wang, S., & Yeh, C. (2020). Displaying spatial epistemologies on web GIS: using visual materials from 
the Chinese local gazetteers as an example. International Journal of Humanities and Arts Computing, 14(1-2), 81-97.
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Break III (1 mins) 
Try it out

Q&A

Use exmaples in the slides
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Text tagging

• Text to data 
• By tagging, to “teach” computers which part of the text mean 

something; to teach computers the hidden structure of a text.

• When do you need it?
• To convert lists given in certain sections into a spreadsheet 

(table): Eg. lists of local products, officials …

• To convert full-text search result into a spreadsheet, esp. 
when each record contain consistent types of information. 
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乾隆福建通志 物産

榔樹似㯶櫚而高大外堅中虗斫其間有類子作
穗生木端葉下有鬚木紫黑色有文理可以制器
竹木其狀類竹可為杖漳州志有桃枝竹疑即此
也吉兆藤亦名烏理藤紫色其根為降真香金
剛藤根赤色俗呼菠鞼香藤縁木而生其氣清
香又有南藤土人或取以釀酒王孫藤柔韌可
為纜竹之屬戴凱之竹譜竹有生日謂五月十三
日移植最宜亦謂竹醉將枯則生花或云劈竹多
用辰日山谷詩云夏栽醉竹逾千箇又云根須辰
日斸猫竹方言謂之麻竹大者徑七八寸土人或
取其葉以裏角黍笋夏生江南竹麤大而堅直
笋冬生淡竹肉薄節間有粉南人燒以取瀝者葉
亦可入藥慈竹任昉述異記云南中有子母竹生
不離本今慈竹是也王勃云宗生族茂天長地久
萬柢爭盤千株競糺斑竹永福縣鶴洋多産之
差及湘江者紫竹小而色純紫苦竹

Example: Page text from the sect ion of 
“ loca l products” 物產
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Example: Water conservancies 水利
(Cred i t : Che Qun 车群 )

Page no: 715Page no: 718

……
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Page no: 719Page no: 720

Example: Water conservancies 水利
(Cred i t : Che Qun 车群 )
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Page no: 721Page no: 722

Example: Water conservancies 水利
(Cred i t : Che Qun 车群 )
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How the section text looks like
(Sect ion  search  “水利”)



77

Text after tagging

Color coded tags: Name of water conservancy, location, 长length, width, height
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Export as a spreadsheet (table)

See: Che Qun. Environmental Changes and Water Conservancy on the Yangtze River. (tbp)
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The (semi-automatic) process of text-tagg ing

1. Load text to the Tagging Interface via:
• Section search

• Page text search

2. Create a Topic for tagging (or choose from shared ones): via the 
“Topic” module

3. Create Tags associated with a Topic: on the Tagging Interface
4. Tag manually or automatically with SmartRegex
5. Preview current tagging result (as a HTML table), or export as a 

file (CSV, XML, HTML)

Iterative from steps 3-5
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Load text via Section Search

Search for “壇廟”,  and click on Load text for the record from “乾隆南寧府志”, p309-327.

Sometimes having scanned images is useful when tagging: click Edit TOC to call up. 
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Load text v ia  Page text search
Note : a  l im i t  o f  400  records  fo r  t a g g i ng  i s  app l i ed  

to  avo id  c r a sh ing  t he  Tagg i ng  I n t er f a ce
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Tagging interface
Load text  for  the  “壇廟”  sect ion  f rom “乾隆南寧府志”

Text	area

Tools
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Topic and tags

Create / choose a Topic for tagging

Create tags

A tag is a marker telling the meaning of a segment of 
text. Eg., names of temple, built date, built by whom, … 
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Manual tagging

• Right after selecting a segment of 
text (with mouse cursor), a dialog 
window would pop up to let you 
choose which tag (among the 
defined ones) you wish to apply to 
the chosen segment. 

• Manual tagging can be slow
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Automatic tagging with SmartRegex

• Useful when the text segments you wish to tag have literal 
patterns

• Eg.社稷壇、先農壇、關帝廟、城隍廟…

• Observed pattern:  two characters followed by 壇 or 廟

• SmartRegex: a tool that helps to compile regular expressions in 
a more intuitive way
• Choose the Topic of “Basic Demo 1”

• Under Smart Regex, click “Load”. 
Choose “Miao” from existing Regex. 
Click “Compose”.
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Components of a Regex Actual regex represented by a component

Only one component in this case.
Its regex is：[^○>]{1,4}[廟壇]
It means：Any character except ○ and > appears 
consecutively for 1-4 times, followed by a character 
of 廟 or壇.

Click on Trial apply to see result.
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Immediately see the result of trial apply:  
helps “debugging” and refine the Regex

Close the composing 
editor
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Step 1: Apply

Step 2: Go through the text to check 
whether everything tagged is correct, 
and everything should be tagged is 
tagged. If not, manually tag/remove them. 

Step 3: Create task
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Load the other Smart Regex named “where”. 
It contains two components: 在 and 哪裡. 

Click Apply and see how the text changes color. 
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Go through the text and 
manually correct missing and 
wrong ones.

Click Preview

Preview the table in a separate browser window.
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Example on tagg ing text search result

• Schaefer, Chen, Che. JCH special 
issue

• Used 13 keywords (OR) to search 
for mulberry disaster records. Read 
all the records and verified half of 
them. 

• Tagged dates, related disasters, 
expression, etc.

• Add geo-coordinates, visualized on 
map and by timeline.

• Half of the mulberry disasters took 
place in Yuan. Does it imply that Yuan 
had more natural disasters? No!
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LoGaRT’s tagging is designed for sharing

• Topics, tags, and regexes are shared among all users
• They can be shared among different texts. Regexes can be 

modified to fit slightly different expressions (without saving). 
• All tagged texts can be found via the Tasks module (top menu). 

Tasks by default can only been seen by the creator, but can also 
be shared with other users (by adding contributors under Tasks-
>Manage Task).

• LoGaRT keeps versions of a task (click Save text). Older 
versions can be retrieved (via Manage Task).

• Exported spreadsheets from the same Topic can be merged by 
oneself, and can be brought to other software for analyses 
(Excel, GIS…).
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Concluding remarks
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Summary

• Philosophy: Treating the whole genre as a conceptual database to 
ask questions at large scales
• Using digital local gazetteers as a proxy; collection large enough?

• Data collection across time and space. Scale up research scope. 
• From text to data

• Taking advantage of the structures in this genre

• Via search or text-tagging

• LoGaRT provides alternative perspectives via visual / statistical 
tools; helps to discover global patterns and phenomena.
• Inspires more questions 

• Data driven, empirical?
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Our observations

• Through the quick turn-around time between search and 
results, scholars can quickly test their hypotheses toward 
the genre (or a sub-collection) and adjust their 
understanding
• Quick switch between distant and close reading; examine 

phenomenon and abnormalities

• Through text-tagging it helps scholars to pay more 
attentions to the structure behind the texts when reading

• Interpretation of data statistics/visuals: can be misleading. 
Rely on solid background knowledge and cautious 
analyses.  
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Recent research results  derived from LoGaRT

• Journal of Chinese History, special issue on Digital 
Sinology
• A utility paper on LoGaRT, featuring the TU 圖 Group

• Ken Hammond,Anne Gerittsen, Shellen Wu, Zhang Jiajing
• A research paper ”What is Local Knowledge”

• Dagmar Schäfer, Che Qun, Chen Shih-Pei 

• Joe Dennis, The Role of Donations in Building Local 
School Book Collections in the Ming Dynasty, Ming Qing 
Yanjiu 24 (2020)
• Based on the dataset of school library holdings in LGs, 30K 

records 
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Call for collaborations!

• LoGaRT is a suite of software, and can link to 
different collections of LGs
• We hope database / content owners can consider linking their 

LGs with LoGaRT (in a secure way that protects contents)

• Research collaboration: 
• Use Open LoGaRT

• Apply for visiting scholars / postdocs at MPIWG (to use the 
larger set)

• Collaboration projects

• HYL, CBDB (collecting posting data), Renmin U.
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Thank you! 

Contacts:

Shih-Pei Chen <schen@mpiwg-berlin.mpg.de>

Sean Wang <swang@mpiwg-berlin.mpg.de>
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Existing digital lg

• Commercial databases 
• Erudition: 4,000 titles, all full-text searchable 

• Diaolong: 4,131 titles (partially with full texts)

• EastView：7,000 titles (partially with full texts)

• Public institutions
• National Library of China: ~4,500 titles. 1/3 with full texts

• Shanghai Library

• Ctext, Kanripo: hundreds


