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A note on the exercises 

These exercises are based on real studies, data, reports, and requests. For this workshop we 

manipulated data and combined different reports as well as requests. Real names of projects and 

involved researchers were replaced or deleted.  
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Exercise 1: Have a first look at Data Management Plans 

 

 Work individually 

 Time: about 15 minutes 

 At the end, we will discuss your thoughts with the class. 

 
 
Have a look at the Data Management Plan (DMP) template provided and familiarize yourself with its sections and 

subsections. Consider … 

 parts you would be able to fill in off the top of your head 

 parts you would have to look for further information 

 obstacles or problems you may have encountered in the past  
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Exercise 2: Do your research I 

 

 Work individually 

 Time: Work on this task and the following “Do your research“ tasks during the 

afternoons throughout the rest of the week 

 Submit your work on Friday. 

 
 
Find a research question. Either use your own research question or pick one of our examples: 

– How does single parenting affect a child? 
– Gender roles in a family 

– Impact of foreign aid on national economies 

– Youth culture in Uganda 

– What effects voting behavior?  
 
 

1) Consider the following bullet points to identify data needs to explore theories of your research question:  
• Key concepts 

• Units of analysis (e.g. individuals, households, regions or countries?) 
• Geography (e.g. which country or countries) 

• Time (What period do you want data to cover? E.g. recent, a specific period, a long period; Do 
you need data from the same sample at different time points?) 

• What is the population? (Everyone, young people, old people, voters) 

• Study design and sample (Do you need a representative sample, a random sample, a large 
sample?) 

 
2) Search for suitable data and describe how you approached your search. 
3) Have you found a good candidate? Evaluate the data. 

 
Now, let’s imagine you cannot find the data that fits your needs and you plan to collect data yourself. 
 

4) Start setting up a Data Management Plan (DMP) and fill in everything you can already answer. Feel free 
to use the template provided. You will return to your DMP throughout the week. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reference: 
Buckley, Jennifer (2018) Data needs and evaluating data worksheet. Bergen, Norway: CESSDA ERIC; 
Acknowledgement: Developed from an exercise developed by Jo Wathan, UK Data Service and University of 
Manchester 
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Exercise 3: Informed Consent 

 

 Work in 5-6 groups 

 Time: about 30 minutes 

 At the end, one member of your group should briefly present the results of 

your discussion and your conclusions. 

 

 

Have a look at the consent form on page 5 of the exercise booklet. Discuss this consent form and particularly 

think about  

- the information presented: can it be considered sufficient to inform (potential) participants about the 

project, their rights and the use of the data collected; 

- the content of the consent form: are there any aspects you would not include in such a form, is there 

any phrasing that violates existing laws or that is contradictory; 

- the employed language: is it appropriate, clear and understandable for a layperson; 

- any other noticeable problems with this consent form. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reference: 
Netscher, S. & Recker, J. (2015). Exercise: Informed Consent. Cologne, Germany: GESIS – Leibniz Institute for the 
Social Science.  
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Exercise 4: Do your research II 

 

 Work individually 

 Time: Work on this task and the following “Do your research“ tasks during the 

afternoons throughout the rest of the week 

 Submit your work on Friday. 

 

 
1) Adapt your Data Management Plan regarding the protection of your participants 

 go through the respective sections and fill in the information needed for your study 
2) Develop a consent form, considering… 

 which information will be provided 

 how the handling of sensitive data and the question of data sharing will be addressed 

 when informed consent will be obtained 
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Exercise 5: Re-identification 

 

 Work in 5-6 groups 

 Time: about 30 minutes 

 At the end, one member of your group should briefly present the results of 

your discussion and your conclusions. 

 
 
Have a look at the email on page 8. In your group, try to re-identify Daniel, i.e. de-anonymize the data by 

extracting the corresponding ID-variables (D1005 or D1009) with the help of the given information. 

 

If you are able to do so, discuss 

 what this teaches us about the level of anonymization of the data; 

 how we should respond to Elizabeth. 

 

To deal with this exercise you should use the CSES-data stored in ILIAS. 

 

Hint: The German electoral system is a two-vote system. While the second vote depends on a party list vote 
within each of the German states, the first vote is a candidate vote in small so-called single member 
districts. To identify Daniel, you should look for the primary electoral district where he may have cast 
his first vote ballot. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reference:  
Netscher, S. & Recker, J. (2015). Exercise: Re-Identification. Cologne (Germany): GESIS – Leibniz Institute for the 
Social Science.” 
The Comparative Study of Electoral Systems (2017): CSES Module 4 Fourth Advance Release. GESIS Data Archive, 
Cologne. ZA5182 Data file Version 4.0.0, doi:10.7804/cses.module4.2017-04-11. The CSES data was modified for 
the use in this exercise. The persons and requests mentioned in this exercise are fictitious and not based on real 
persons.  
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Exercise 6: Do your research III 

 

 Work individually 

 Time: Work on this task and the following “Do your research“ tasks during the 

afternoons throughout the rest of the week 

 Submit your work on Friday. 

 

 
1) Adapt your Data Management Plan regarding 

a. Versioning 
b. Interoperability 
c. Anonymization 

2) Work with the training dataset. Please complete the following tasks: 
a. Check the dataset for ‘wild codes’. Are there any codes in the dataset that do not seem to have 

a substantial meaning? 
b. Check the dataset for ‘missing values’. Are there any missings in the dataset? Beware of codes 

that look like missing values but belong to valid values. 
c. Variables Q55A through Q55F belong to three pairs of questions. The first question of each pair 

holds a filter. Check if the filters were used correctly. Please consult the data codebook for 
question wording and interviewer instructions. 

d. Variable Q29A is about the meaning of ‘democracy’. It is the starting variable to a range of 
other variables concerning this issue. Please check Q29A and the following variable and see if 
you find anything that strikes you in the answering behavior of respondents. This task is rather 
philosophical than logical. There are no errors here but an important point for discussion. 
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Exercise 7: Data Documentation 

 

 Work in 5-6 groups 

 Time: about 30 minutes 

 At the end, one member of your group should briefly present the results of 

your discussion and your conclusions. 

 

 
Have a look at the following field report and discuss within your working group how useful you consider it for 
the purpose of re-using the data. Take into account 

 the content of the document and the language used, i.e. is the report understandable and 
unambiguously written? Do you miss any important information or are there any statements you would 
not include in such a field report? Do you recognize any contradictions in the description, etc.; 

 the structure of the document, i.e. how would you present the relevant information in such a field 
report? 

 

 
 
 
Reference: 
Netscher, S. & Recker, J. (2015). Exercise: Data Documentation. Cologne (Germany): GESIS – Leibniz Institute for 
the Social Science.”   



Exercise Booklet: 
Research Data Management,  
September 16-21, 2019, Masaka, Uganda 

 11 / 16   

Exercise 8: Evaluate the data 

 

 Work in 5-6 groups 

 Time: about 10 minutes 

 At the end, one member of your group should briefly present the results of 

your discussion and your conclusions. 

 

 
Use documents 

- ISCO08_structure.pdf and/or 

- ISCO08_definitions.pdf  
 
in ILIAS or download the ISCO Classification Structure: 
http://www.ilo.org/public/english/bureau/stat/isco/isco08/ 
 
Find a code for the profession stated in an answer to an open question in a survey: 
“I work in a hospital as a nurse and I take care of newborns”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reference: 
Chylikova, J., J. Krejci (2018). The CESSDA Expert Tour Guide. Chapter 3. Process [presentation]. Bergen: CESSDA 

ERIC. 

  

http://www.ilo.org/public/english/bureau/stat/isco/isco08/
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Exercise 9: Do your research IV 

 

 Work individually 

 Time: Work on this task and the following “Do your research“ tasks during the 

afternoons throughout the rest of the week 

 Submit your work on Friday. 

 

 
1) Adapt your Data Management Plan regarding Data Documentation and Metadata. 
2) Exercise: Data documentation 

When as a researcher you want to reuse existing data, for example for new analysis or meta-analysis, it is 

important that you understand what exactly the data mean and how they were created. You also need to be able 

to assess whether the data are fit for your intended purpose. This requires the data to be well described and 

documented and well prepared. 

Understanding how to best prepare and document your own research data when publishing them for future 

reuse, is easiest to appreciate from the perspective of the new user who is unfamiliar with the dataset. 

For this exercise we will use the following datasets:  

1. Malawi Household surveys for agricultural biodiversity assessment 

2. Manufacturing growth and the lives of Bangladeshi women 

3. All Ireland Traveller Health Study (AITHS) 

Listed below are examples of key information that a researcher using data may need to know. Evaluate the 

example dataset descriptions you find on the websites to see whether you can find this information easily. Also 

indicate where you found the information, e.g. in the dataset descriptor, in supplementary documentation, in a 

related publication. Consider whether this could have been described or presented better and whether additional 

information would help to reuse data. 

 

 Did you find the information, and where?  

Key information needed for 

reuse of data (examples)  

1 Malawi HH survey  2 Manufacturing 

Bangladesh  

3 AITHS  

Example: Number of 

respondents  

340; found in the dataset 

description  

1395; found in the ReadMe 

file (part of the data zip 

bundle)  

8492; found in the AITHS 

Technical Report 1  

Geographical area where 

the data were collected 

   

Is there sampling bias or is 

the sample random? 

   

https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataverse/ABDAssessments_Malawi
https://easy.dans.knaw.nl/ui/datasets/id/easy-dataset:72260
https://www.ucd.ie/issda/data/allirelandtravellerhealthstudy/
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Is there a control group?     

Were data collected 

directly in digital format or 

on paper and then 

submitted/transcribed into 

a database; if so was 

double entry or peer 

checking done to avoid 

errors? 

   

Which questions exactly 

were asked in the survey or 

interview (or which 

protocols used for 

measurements)? 

   

Can you find the 

hypothesis or aims of the 

research that generated 

this dataset? 

   

How was consent 

gathered? 

   

Can the data be used for 

commercial purposes? 

   

What access conditions 

apply to the data? 

   

Can you find a publication 

that describes the findings 

of this dataset? 

   

Does the file format and 

structure of the data 

facilitate easy reuse? 

   

 

Reference: 
Veerle Van den Eynden, Scott Summers and Stuart MacDonald (2018) Exercise: Data documentation. UK Data 

Service, UK  
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Exercise 10: Licenses and Data Re-Use 

 Work in 5-6 groups 

 Time: about 30 minutes 

 At the end, one member of your group should briefly present the results of 

your discussion and your conclusions. 

 
In your research project you examine reasons for drop-outs at three universities in your country. You use data 
about individuals from various sources. The datasets include all relevant information and can be harmonized for 
your research project. However, they carry different licenses: 

1. Dataset: students from university A, licensed under CC BY; 

2. Dataset: students from university B, licensed under CC BY-SA; 

3. Dataset: students from university C, licensed under CC BY-NC. 

In addition, you received the following information form the universities’ administration: number of enrolled 

students, the drop-out rate as well as the rate of students successfully completing their final degrees, the age 

structure and gender ratio at each of the three universities. These data are for the use in your research project 

exclusively. Further license agreements for any of this administrative data do not exist.  

Discuss  

- whether the different datasets can be re-used in your research project; 

- whether you can cumulate all three individual datasets, merge the administrative data and publish this 

integrated dataset. If yes, under which license would you publish the integrated dataset? 

- whether you are allowed to publish your research results with journal publisher. 

The Licenses 

 

Attribution (CC BY) 
You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes 

were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests 

the licensor endorses you or your use. 

 

 

Attribution – share-alike (CC BY-SA) 
You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes 

were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests 

the licensor endorses you or your use.  

If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your 

contributions under the same license as the original. 

 

 

Attribution – non-commercial (CC BY-NC) 
You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes 

were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests 

the licensor endorses you or your use.  

You may not use the material for commercial purposes. A commercial use is one primarily 

intended for commercial advantage or monetary compensation. 
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Reference: 
Netscher, S. & Recker, J. (2015). Exercise: Licenses and Data Re-Use. Cologne (Germany): GESIS – Leibniz Institute 

for the Social Science.” 
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Exercise 11: Do your research V 

 

 Work individually 

 Time: Work on this task and the other “Do your research“ tasks during the 

afternoons throughout the rest of the week 

 Submit your work on Friday. 

 

 
Adapt your Data Management Plan regarding… 
 

1) Develop a back-up strategy for your data. Who is responsible for the back-up? 
2) Describe the organization of files in your project. 
3) How about data sharing? Which licenses do you assign? Does your choice regarding licenses comply 

with your informed consent? Where will you archive your data? 

 
 
 
 


