
Finding, using, making





To every cow belongs its calf; to every book its copy."



A Textbook Case – or, the case of the textbook?

• How aware are you of the costs of textbooks for students in your courses?

• Do you expect your students to use e-book versions rather than original 
printed volumes? What do you think are the advantages and 
disadvantages of these?





https://open.bccampus.ca/open-textbook-101/https://www.open-nys.org/

https://openstax.org

https://open.bccampus.ca/open-textbook-101/
https://www.open-nys.org/
https://openstax.org/


Your subject 
area?

Do you already use Open 
Textbooks?

Can you find any examples 
of Open Textbooks?

Could you write an Open 
Textbook?



Photo by Marco Xu on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@marcute%3Futm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/photographer%252C-woman%252C-canon%3Futm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


A Picture Speaks a Thousand Words – or costs a thousand euros?

Photo by Marco Xu on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@marcute%3Futm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/photographer%252C-woman%252C-canon%3Futm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Pirated?

• iStock (by Getty Images)
• Shutterstock

• Adobe Stock
• …

• ??

• Re-posted with CC and 
copyright-free statements 
simply added

• Be careful!

Commercial







Public 
Organisations

• Many have commitment to open, or at least to 
educational use
• Check details closely 
• Restrictions can still apply, particularly for ‘re-

publishing’ and in terms of the 
credits/acknowledgements 



Space Telescope 
Images
"Unless otherwise stated, all material on the site was 
produced by NASA and the Space Telescope Science 
Institute (STScI). Material on this site produced by STScI
was created, authored, and/or prepared for NASA under 
Contract NAS5-03127. Unless otherwise specifically 
stated, no claim to copyright is being asserted by STScI
and material on this site may be freely used as in the 
public domain in accordance with NASA's contract. 
However, it is requested that in any subsequent use of this 
work NASA and STScI be given appropriate 
acknowledgement. STScI further requests voluntary 
reporting of all use, derivative creation, and other 
alteration of this work. Such reporting should be sent to 
STScI. "

Eta Carinae. Image produced by NASA, ESA and observed and 
refined by N. Smith (University of Arizona), and J. Morse 
(BoldlyGo Institute)

https://hubblesite.org/copyright


Licence to

• Own a dog
• Fish 
• Drive
• Kill
• Print money
• Retain, Reuse, Revise, Remix, 

Redistribute



Open Educational 
Resources (OERs)

“OER are learning, teaching and research materials in any 
format and medium that reside in the public domain or are 
under copyright that have been released under an open 
license that permit no-cost access, re-use, re-purpose, 
adaptation and redistribution by others.”

UNESCO, 2019





Be 
careful

• You might unintentionally restrict 
some re-uses
• You need to pay close attention to 

all the materials you are using and 
check to see if you have to ‘share 
alike’

• Some cautions:  
http://opencontent.org/definition/

http://opencontent.org/definition/


Other stuff

Music http://dig.ccmixter.org/

Sounds https://freesound.org/browse/

Video:  YouTube, Vimeo, etc – use filters (be careful!)

Courses & lessons – MIT OCW, OpenLearn (be careful with MOOCs!) 

Institutional collections – Open.Ed

Interactive media & simulations – PhET, MERLOT

Digital skills – All Aboard

http://dig.ccmixter.org/
https://freesound.org/browse/
https://ocw.mit.edu/index.htm
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/
https://open.ed.ac.uk/
https://phet.colorado.edu/_m/
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/
https://www.allaboardhe.ie/


Making your 
own OERs?

Do it. Remix it. Share it.



Don’t forget



Your ideas?
• Resources you know of
• Resources you can find
• Resources you’d love to have the 

time to make
• The book you’d love to write

• Challenges in switching 
to/using/making OERs/texts and 
how you might overcome them


