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Background

● Data in Digital Humanities

increasingly complex

→ use of several digital tools & methods

→ increased need for inclusion of societal actors and 

social relevance

→ introduction of collaboration exploreAT! & 

Topothek (AT)
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Background: exploreAT!
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Cultural Topic

● Overarching topic: Food cultures

→ Diverse data properties

e.g. data complexity, connection possibilities for 

scientific disciplines, community groups, industry, etc.

→ Food as a service, product and emotion

as a basis for new complex research questions

and scenarios
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Background: Topotheque

▪ Completely citizen driven archive
▪ Focusing on the history of municipalities
▪ ~300,000 items 

▪ Photographs 
▪ Documents
▪ Video and audio files

▪ ~280 Topothek “librarians” (+digital users)
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Digital Objects: Topotheque (AT)

● +300.000 digital objects:

images, texts, audio, video,

etc

● overall majority:

images

→ Images as bearers of 

regional historical relevant 

personal memories

CC-By 4.0 Jose Luis Preza Diaz
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Background: Topotheque
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Topotheque: Tagging
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Picture source: Topothek Wieselburg ©  Stadtarchiv, Foto-Dufek-1437/25A, Sedlmayr Gerti
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Topotheque: Tagging
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Picture source: Topothek Wieselburg ©  Stadtarchiv, Foto-

Dufek-1437/25A, Sedlmayr Gerti



Co-design: threefold approach: 

© 2018  Eveline Wandl-Vogt, Thomas Palfinger, Barbara Piringer
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Co-Creation Process
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Co-Creation Process

Citizen Infrastructure Scenario

→ sourcing of actor group needs 

(problem sourcing)

→ co-design workflow

→  definition of actor roles according to research

questions & citizen interests

→ iterative tests of prototypes, feedback &

evaluation 



Tags 
Bier, Bundespräsident Rudolf 
Kirchschläger, Bürgermeister 
Leopold Sedlmayr, Gh. 
Hinterdorfer, Hauptplatz, LH 
Siegfried Ludwig, Markt,
Stadterhebung, Wieselburger 

Spezi

Toposaurus
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● Thesaurus: hierarchical conceptual organisation of 

keywords 

→ grouping & searching of similar objects

'Bier:Weingeist:Getränk

:flüssiges 

Nahrungsmittel:Esswar

en:Objekt:Entität:GNR

OOT'

'Bier:Weingeist:Genuss

mittel:Luxusartikel:Artik

el:Konsumgut:Produkt:

Artefakt:Ding:Objekt:En

tität:GNROOT'

Picture source: Topothek Wieselburg ©  Stadtarchiv, Foto-Dufek-1437/25A, Sedlmayr Gerti

http://wieselburg.topothek.at/#ipp=100&p=1&searchterm=spezi&t=1%2C2%2C3%2C4%2C5&sf=rdo_standard_fields%2Cchk_docname%2Cchk_mainkeywords%2Cchk_subkeywords&sort=publish_date&sortdir=desc&r=1544011608922
http://wieselburg.topothek.at/#ipp=100&p=1&searchterm=spezi&t=1%2C2%2C3%2C4%2C5&sf=rdo_standard_fields%2Cchk_docname%2Cchk_mainkeywords%2Cchk_subkeywords&sort=publish_date&sortdir=desc&r=1544011608922
http://wieselburg.topothek.at/#ipp=100&p=1&searchterm=spezi&t=1%2C2%2C3%2C4%2C5&sf=rdo_standard_fields%2Cchk_docname%2Cchk_mainkeywords%2Cchk_subkeywords&sort=publish_date&sortdir=desc&r=1544011608922
http://wieselburg.topothek.at/#ipp=100&p=1&searchterm=spezi&t=1%2C2%2C3%2C4%2C5&sf=rdo_standard_fields%2Cchk_docname%2Cchk_mainkeywords%2Cchk_subkeywords&sort=publish_date&sortdir=desc&r=1544011608922
http://wieselburg.topothek.at/#ipp=100&p=1&searchterm=spezi&t=1%2C2%2C3%2C4%2C5&sf=rdo_standard_fields%2Cchk_docname%2Cchk_mainkeywords%2Cchk_subkeywords&sort=publish_date&sortdir=desc&r=1544011608922
http://wieselburg.topothek.at/#ipp=100&p=1&searchterm=spezi&t=1%2C2%2C3%2C4%2C5&sf=rdo_standard_fields%2Cchk_docname%2Cchk_mainkeywords%2Cchk_subkeywords&sort=publish_date&sortdir=desc&r=1544011608922
http://wieselburg.topothek.at/#ipp=100&p=1&searchterm=spezi&t=1%2C2%2C3%2C4%2C5&sf=rdo_standard_fields%2Cchk_docname%2Cchk_mainkeywords%2Cchk_subkeywords&sort=publish_date&sortdir=desc&r=1544011608922
http://wieselburg.topothek.at/#ipp=100&p=1&searchterm=spezi&t=1%2C2%2C3%2C4%2C5&sf=rdo_standard_fields%2Cchk_docname%2Cchk_mainkeywords%2Cchk_subkeywords&sort=publish_date&sortdir=desc&r=1544011608922
http://wieselburg.topothek.at/#ipp=100&p=1&searchterm=spezi&t=1%2C2%2C3%2C4%2C5&sf=rdo_standard_fields%2Cchk_docname%2Cchk_mainkeywords%2Cchk_subkeywords&sort=publish_date&sortdir=desc&r=1544011608922
http://wieselburg.topothek.at/#ipp=100&p=1&searchterm=spezi&t=1%2C2%2C3%2C4%2C5&sf=rdo_standard_fields%2Cchk_docname%2Cchk_mainkeywords%2Cchk_subkeywords&sort=publish_date&sortdir=desc&r=1544011608922
http://wieselburg.topothek.at/#ipp=100&p=1&searchterm=spezi&t=1%2C2%2C3%2C4%2C5&sf=rdo_standard_fields%2Cchk_docname%2Cchk_mainkeywords%2Cchk_subkeywords&sort=publish_date&sortdir=desc&r=1544011608922
http://wieselburg.topothek.at/#ipp=100&p=1&searchterm=spezi&t=1%2C2%2C3%2C4%2C5&sf=rdo_standard_fields%2Cchk_docname%2Cchk_mainkeywords%2Cchk_subkeywords&sort=publish_date&sortdir=desc&r=1544011608922
http://wieselburg.topothek.at/#ipp=100&p=1&searchterm=spezi&t=1%2C2%2C3%2C4%2C5&sf=rdo_standard_fields%2Cchk_docname%2Cchk_mainkeywords%2Cchk_subkeywords&sort=publish_date&sortdir=desc&r=1544011608922
http://wieselburg.topothek.at/#ipp=100&p=1&searchterm=spezi&t=1%2C2%2C3%2C4%2C5&sf=rdo_standard_fields%2Cchk_docname%2Cchk_mainkeywords%2Cchk_subkeywords&sort=publish_date&sortdir=desc&r=1544011608922
http://wieselburg.topothek.at/#ipp=100&p=1&searchterm=spezi&t=1%2C2%2C3%2C4%2C5&sf=rdo_standard_fields%2Cchk_docname%2Cchk_mainkeywords%2Cchk_subkeywords&sort=publish_date&sortdir=desc&r=1544011608922
http://wieselburg.topothek.at/#ipp=100&p=1&searchterm=spezi&t=1%2C2%2C3%2C4%2C5&sf=rdo_standard_fields%2Cchk_docname%2Cchk_mainkeywords%2Cchk_subkeywords&sort=publish_date&sortdir=desc&r=1544011608922


Toposaurus
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Outlook & Next steps

● improve disambiguation of concepts 

(manual & machine-generated)

● interface for optimised thesaurus usage

● use of existing know-how & networks, tools & data 

for developing the knowledge partnership

● connection to other actor groups in the OI-RI @ 

exploration space
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@adooorn
@yalemisew
@jlprezadiaz

#explorations4u

Thank you 
for your attention!

amelie.dorn@oeaw.ac.at
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