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Initial Requirements & Desirable Options 

Assignment of DataCite DOIs 

• Intended use: research data, ISSDA datasets 

• Need to differentiate namespaces: University College 
Dublin, ISSDA 

• Need to integrate with existing batch-oriented 
workflows 

• Robust management tools 

Desirable options 

• Crossref DOIs 

• Robust reporting tools 

 

 



Other Considerations 

No Irish DataCite service provider 

• British Library offers service to Irish clients 

• California Digital Library provides services to an 
international clientele 

Support and documentation, including guidance on use 
and applicability of identifiers 

APIs 

Costs 

 



Evaluation: BL 

British Library, DataCite service provider 

• Requires individual account for each namespace 

• APIs well documented and easily integrated into 
existing workflows; test environment for evaluation 

• DataCite DOIs only; creating & minting supported 

• Excellent support interactions and documentation 
– FAQ: 

http://www.bl.uk/aboutus/stratpolprog/digi/datasets/datacitefa
q/faqhome.html#faq9  

– DataCite Business Model Principles 

http://www.bl.uk/aboutus/stratpolprog/digi/datasets/datacitefaq/faqhome.html#faq9
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Evaluation: CDL EZID 

California Digital Library 
• Support for multiple DOIs namespace 
• Supports for DataCite and CrossRef DOIs; creating and 

minting supported 
• Support for Archival Resource Keys (ARKs) 
• APIs well documented and easily integrated into existing 

workflows; test environment for evaluation 
• Excellent support interactions and documentation 

– Identifiers Made Easy with EZID: 
http://ezid.cdlib.org/home/outreach 

– Detailed documentation: 
http://ezid.cdlib.org/home/documentation 

• Cost advantage 
 

 

http://ezid.cdlib.org/home/documentation
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Other Observations 

• Local use of ISSDA DOI namespace awaits potential 
CESSDA exploration of issues relating to semantics of 
unique identifiers 

• Definitions of “data” 
– Apply in use cases for DataCite DOIs, ARKs 

• Potential delegation of management rights and domain 
administration a part of EZID membership 

• EZID semantics of naming: namespace and “shoulders” 
(an ‘extension’ of the namespace, constituting a ‘sub-
namespace’ that helps ensure uniqueness) 



https://wiki.ucop.edu/display/Curation/Identifier+Conventions 
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