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Issues:

1. Documenting the Metadata at Variable Level.
2. DDI 3 Editor?
3. Metadata Presentation?
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General Work Flow

A B

Federal Statistical Office Public
(Scientific Community)

A
The Federal Statistical Office (Destatis)…

B
GESIS providesThe Federal Statistical Office (Destatis)…

• provides access to microdata for scientific purposes 
(scienitifc use files).

• provides survey documents for MISSY.
• in collaboration with, produces scientific use files of the 

Microcensus (e.g. anonymisation, construction of 

GESIS provides…
• provides metadata for the Microcensus scientific use 

files on the Web (MISSY): codebook and detailled 
variable information in DDI 3 format.

• study description and study related material (e.g. 
questionnaires, definitions, interviewer guides).

4

c oce sus (e g a o y sa o , co s uc o o
variable labels). • examples and recommendations on analysing the 

metadata.  



Available Materials
(Example: Code Book and Questionnaire)

Code Book
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Available Materials
(Example: Code Book and Questionnaire)
Questionnaire
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What goes to where?g
(DDI 3 structure)

Code Book QuestionnaireCode Book & QuestionnaireCode Book Questionnaire

1. Variable Name (EF Number)
2. Variable Label
3 Q ti N b ( t t d th d t il )

1. Question Number
2. Question Text

Code Book & Questionnaire

3. Question Number (no text and other details)
4. Frequencies
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What goes to where?

Code BookCode Book & Questionnaire
DDI 3

g
(DDI 3 structure)

Code BookCode Book & Questionnaire

1. Variable Name (EF Number)
2. Variable Label
3 Q ti N b <DataCollection> <LogicalProduct> <PhysicalInstance>3. Question Number
4. Question Text
5. Frequencies

ataCo ect o

<QuestionScheme>

og ca oduct

<CategoryScheme>

ys ca sta ce

<Statistics>

<QuestionItem>
<VariableScheme> <VariableStatistics>

<QuestionItem>

<Variable>

reference
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Comparable Variables
(DDI 3 structure ++)

Subjects (Categorization)Subjects (Categorization)

Subject 1
Subject 1.1

EF xy (1995)
j

Subject 1.2
Subject 2
Subject 2.1

EF yz (1996)

Subject 2.1.1
Subject 2.1.1.1
Subject 2.1.1.2

Subject 1 1 EF xy (1995) EF yz (1996)Subject 1 2
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Subject 1.1 EF xy (1995) EF yz (1996)Subject 1.2



DDI 3 EditorDDI 3 Editor

1973.ddi1978.ddi2004.ddi
2007.ddiSupport 
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DDI to Metadatabase

LuceneLucene
IndexDatabase 

Indexing
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W b I f ti S t i MISSYWeb Information System in MISSY:
(3 detail views of the metadata - dynamic pages)

1. List of Variables (Variablenliste). 
2 S bj t O tli (Th ti h Gli d )2. Subject Outline (Thematische Gliederung). 
3. Timeline Matrix of Variables (Variablen-

Zeitpunkte Matrix)Zeitpunkte-Matrix). 
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Future WorkFuture Work
1. Integrating with regional microcensus.1. Integrating with regional microcensus.
2. Improving our application (e.g. performance, 

search capabilities, object oriented database, p j
etc) so it can be used also by other studies.

3. Open Research Data.
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