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The road ahead today

1. ALLEA E-HUMANITIES Working Group and Co-OPERAS:
what we are doing for you

5. let’s build together the tools the community deserves

2. We can give you only hints, as the work is in progress

4. Recommendations match the needs, now…

3. We’ll compare the parallel job we did



Who are we?



ALLEA



THE RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE FOR 
THE HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES 

• coordinating and federating resources
• nurturing the players

• taking care of the whole cycle
TO INCREASE THE OVERALL QUALITY OF THE 

ECOSYSTEM AND PROVIDE THE SERVICES 
RESEARCHERS NEED/DESERVE

OPERAS

Co-OPERAS

https://operas.hypotheses.org/
https://www.go-fair.org/implementation-networks/overview/co-operas/


…working for you

• MAPPED TO THE PHASES OF THE DATA MANAGEMENT LIFECYCLE
• A STARTING POINT TO «CREATIVELY ENGAGE WITH THIS CHANGE»

bit.ly/ALLEAFAIR

• the Working Group drafted Recommedations in early 2019
• these were released for an open consultation in the summer of 2019
• a workshop held at DARIAH annual event

• thank you to all who participated
• wg carefully considered all comments in 

creating final draft
• challenging in the possibile best way: 

principles VS concrete; diversity of 
humanities; FAIR practices is evolving; 
member state differences

bit.ly/ALLEAFAIR


…working for you / 2

Photo BY P.Philippe

4 NATIONAL WORKSHOPS
[TORINO, COIMBRA, PARIS, GOETTINGEN]

GATHERING 76 RESEARCHERS FROM 32 SSH 
DISCIPLINES

+ 1 INTERNATIONAL IN BRUSSELS (9 RES.)
- WHAT ARE «DATA»

- HOW FAIR ARE THE DATA YOU USE/PRODUCE?

LISTENING TO 
THE 

COMMUNITY

Photo Netty on Wikimedia

https://www.flickr.com/photos/frans16611/10249002256


LICENSES AND 
DOCUMENTATION

R

TRUSTED 
REPOSITORIES, 

FORMATS

A

ONTOLOGIES, 
STANDARDS

I

FAIR principles, Nature, March 2016

TO KNOW MORE

…FAIR? METADATA,  
PERSISTENT 

IDENTIFIERS…

F

https://www.nature.com/articles/sdata201618


…why should we care about
FAIR data?

Vienna, Nov.23, 2018

SEAMLESS ACCESS TO OPEN BY DEFAULT 
FAIR DATA

https://eosc-launch.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/k_eosc_launch/EOSC_Vienna_Declaration_2018.pdf


Nov.2018

• FAIR (Findable Accessible Interoperable Reusable) is here to stay

• Turning FAIR into Reality recommend disciplinary approaches to 
FAIR

• Humanities has particular considerations, unique traditions in 
approaching the idea of ‘data’

EOSC and FAIR

- CULTURAL CHANGE: COMMON CULTUR OF DATA STEWARDSHIP
- NO DISCIPLINE, INSTITUTION OR COUNTRY MUST BE LEFT BEHIND

Oct. 2017

https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/turning-fair-reality_en
https://ec.europa.eu/research/openscience/pdf/eosc_declaration.pdf


«make science fit for the 21th century»
[Nov.2019]

https://www.eosc-portal.eu/

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fdata.2019.00043/abstract
https://www.eosc-portal.eu/


…Houston, we have a problem…



… is «data» still a dirty word in the SSH?



What is data?
DATA ARE NEVER «RAW» IN 

THE HUMANITIES

THERE IS ALWAYS A CHOICE
[METHODOLOGICAL, 
EPISTEMOLOGICAL, 

POLITICAL…]

THERE IS ALWAYS 
INTERPRETATION, 

SUBJECTIVITY
[DATA ARE NOT GENERATED 

BY A MACHINE]

DATA ARE DISCUSSED,
NOT TAKEN FOR GRANTED

DATA=ANYTHING YOU CAN 
FORMALIZE THROUGH A 

LANGUAGE

ALSO BOOKS ARE DATA FOR 
FURTHER 

RESEARCH/INTERPRETATION

BETTER «RECORD»
THAN DATA

DATA= DOCUMENTS
- WEAK (MERE 
REGISTRATION)

- STRONG (HUMAN 
INTERVENTION)

DATA ARE A PROCESS, 
DYNAMIC AND 
DIACHRONIC

DATA ARE ALWAYS 
EXPRESSION OF A METHOD



Data, the pillars

DATA ARE SO DIVERSE
(archaeological samples, pictures, 
manuscripts, lexicon, corpora, …)

THAT IT’S IMPOSSIBLE TO CONVERGE 
ON A COMMON DEFINITION

NEXT STEPS: TO DEFINE DATA, GO AS 
DEEP AS POSSIBLE INTO RESEARCH 

PRACTICES AND KNOWLEDGE 
CREATION WORKFLOWS



[caveat]

RISK OF 
OVERSEMPLIFICATION



Preliminary issues

IN WHICH STEP AND HOW 
SHOULD THE FAIR 

PRINCIPLES BE APPLIED?

METADATA IN WHICH 
LANGUAGE? NATIONAL, 

SAME AS DATA, ENGLISH?

IT’S TIME CONSUMING, 
AND THERE IS NO 

INCENTIVE OR REWARD

LACK OF DATA AND 
METADATA SKILLS AMONG 

RESEARCHERS

ARE WE, THE RESEARCHERS, WHO 
USE THESE RESOURCES WITHOUT 

ASKING HOW DATA WERE 
CREATED OR DESCRIBED, PART OF 

THE PROBLEM?

WE NEED TO PRESERVE 
THE SPECIFICITY OF HOW 
WE DO RESEARCH IN THE 

HUMANITIES

SERVICES AND TOOLS NEED 
TO BE SUSTAINABLE

ABSOLUTE NEED OF A 
REGISTRY OF EXISTING TOOLS



To be FINDABLE

ALMOST COMPLETE LACK 
OF METADATA 
STANDARDS

METADATA ARE CRUCIAL,
AND THEY CAN NOT BE 
SEPARATED FROM DATA

MAINTAIN THE RICHNESS OF 
METADATA – IF YOU LOSE THE 

CONTEXT IN THE SSH, YOU 
LOSE EVERYTHING

IF WE USE LARGE SCALE 
REPOSITORIES, THEY DON’T 

PROVIDE THE EXPECTED 
GRANULARITY 

(DESCRIPTION/DISCOVERABILITY)

LACK OF UNIQUE 
IDENTIFIERS

UNEVEN METADATA 
QUALITY

LACK OF 
INDEXES/THESAURI



[why is it so difficult?]

- DATA ARE COLLECTED RATHER 
THAN GENERATED

- DATA ARE NOT AUTONOMOUS 
PRODUCTS BUT THEY ARE  

EMBEDDED IN THE EU 
CULTURAL MEMORY

Edmond, 2020

doi:10.11647/OBP.0192


Findable - Metadata

https://dmponline.dcc.ac.uk/

https://fairsharing.org/

https://www.parthenos-project.eu/portal

NOT MENTIONED, 
BUT REALLY HELPFUL

Report ALLEA p. 12

https://dmponline.dcc.ac.uk/
https://fairsharing.org/
https://www.parthenos-project.eu/portal
https://repository.dri.ie/catalog/tq582c863


Next steps
CUSTOMIZE

DATA STEWARDSHIP WIZARD 
FOR SSH

AND SPECIFIC DATA [OUTPUT] 
MANAGEMENT PLANS

https://ds-wizard.org/

EXPLORE A MINIMAL 
METADATA SET, EXPANDABLE

[TO BE ADDED TO 
FAIRSHARING] 

- DISCIPLINARY WORKSHOPS
- SHARE BEST PRACTICES

- WORKSHOPS ON 
FAIRIFICATION OF REAL, 

EXISTING DATABASES

https://ds-wizard.org/


To be ACCESSIBLE

NEVER STOP MAKING IT CLEAR…
ACCESSIBLE DOES NOT EQUATE TO OPEN

ACCESSIBLE =
WHERE TO FIND THE DATA

UNDER WHAT ACCESS CONDITIONS

LACK OF A 
DISCIPLINARY 
REPOSITORY 

(WITH ADEQUATE 
GRANULARITY OF 

METADATA)

MULTILINGUALISM

LACK OF SINGLE POINT OF 
ACCESS TO TEXT, DATA

PHONETIC 
TRANSCRIPTIONS

NEED OF SPECIFIC 
SOFTWARE TO 
READ/TEXT AS 
IMAGES  NOT 
SEARCHABLE



Accessible
TRUSTED REPOSITORIES
IMPORTANCE OF CONTEXT

DIGITAL PRESERVATION

ALLEA report, p. 28

BIDIRECTIONAL LINKS

https://doi.org/10.7486/DRI.tq582c863


To be INTEROPERABLE

METADATA ARE SO TAILORED
ON A SPECIFIC PROJECT THAT 

INTEROPERABILITY IS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE
FORMAT CONVERSION 

(POSSIBLE LOST OF 
FUNCTIONALITIES OR 

INFORMATION) 

COMPLEXITY OF CORPORA 
(THEY HAVE MANY LAYERS)

ABSOLUTE NEED OF 
ONTOLOGIES

(PHILOSOPHICAL JOB, NOT I.T.)

SUGGESTION FOR 
FUTURE HACKATHONS!

VOCABULARIES AND 
SEMANTIC ARE CRUCIAL



Interoperability / standards
ALLEA Report p. 20

https://doi.org/10.7486/DRI.tq582c863


To be Reusable

DATA IN THE HUMANITIES OFTEN 
HAVE A LEGAL UNCERTAINTY

Edmond, 2020

COPYRIGHT IS STILL AN 
ISSUE

NEED OF LEGAL ADVICE ON 
LICENSES

BUT, IN THE END, REUSE IS 
THE FINAL AIM OF ALL THIS 

PROCESS!!!

AND REUSE CAN ALSO BE A 
MEASURE OF THE SUCCESS 

OF A RESOURCE

doi:10.11647/OBP.0192


Reusable / rights

ALLEA Report, p. 24-25

https://doi.org/10.7486/DRI.tq582c863


Reusable / licenses
ALLEA Report p. 26

https://doi.org/10.7486/DRI.tq582c863


As open as possible, as closed as necessary

ETalks

MULTIMODAL 
DISSEMINATION

ALLEA Report, p. 32

https://etalk.sib.swiss/
https://doi.org/10.7486/DRI.tq582c863


… thank you and… call us!

elena.giglia@unito.it
T.Biro@ria.ie

www.operas.eu
www.allea.org

mailto:elena.giglia@unito.it
mailto:T.Biro@ria.ie
http://www.operas.eu/
http://www.allea.org/

