
Teacher, Tell Us a Data Story!
Moving Toward Best Practices in Data Librarian Education

Panel (F3) at IASSIST & CARTO 2018 Conference, 31 May, 16:15-18:00



Who we are:

ABIGAIL GOBEN (University of Illinois at Chicago) co-developed and 

launched the Association for College and Research Libraries’ Research Data 

Management Roadshow, a full-day training workshop for librarians introducing 

RDM support. 

MARGARET SMITH (New York University) has taught a face-to-face 

semester-long “Data Librarianship and Management” course for Pratt Institute 

for the last three years.



Who we are:

DEENA YANOFSKY (University of Toronto Scarborough) has taught ‘one 

shot’ lectures to library science/iSchool students in programs where there are 

no data services specific classes.

MANDY SWYGART-HOBAUGH (Georgia State University) has taught 

an online semester-long “Data Services in Libraries” course for San José State 

University for three semesters.



Data Services Librarian 
Unicorn Epidemic

& Challenges for Teaching 
Aspiring and Current Librarians

Image adapted from unicorn. v09. | Michael Pollak | Flickr (CC BY 2.0)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/michaelpollak/16544417196


How this will work:

1. We’ll post a question (5 ?s total).

2. Each panelist responds in turn (~3 minutes per panelist = 12 minutes per ?).

3. We’ll open it for discussion with attendees (~5 minutes per ?).

4. We’ll proceed to the next question…

5. Repeat till done.



What areas of "data services" do 
you cover in your teaching, and 
why?



What is one particular assignment 
or activity you have your 
students/attendees do that you 
find particularly effective, and 
why?



ACRL Research Data Management Road Show Sapp Nelson, Goben. Data 
Engagement Opportunities Snippet.  
http://acrl.libguides.com/scholcomm/toolkit/RDMWorkshop



Pick one challenge of teaching 
data librarianship...how do you try 
to overcome it?



Data services cannot be done in a 
vacuum. How do you prepare 
data librarians to collaborate both 
inside and beyond the library?



If you had to name one core skill 
that data librarians should have, 
what would that be and why? 



What’s Next?

● Kick-start an interest group to delineate best practices in data librarian 

education? If interested in Interest Group, add name and email to

bit.ly/f3panel


