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Digital Observatory for Written Cultural Heritage of the Middle 
Ages and the Renaissance - Online Library of Historical 
Collections in France

Focuses on:

● history of collections, provenance of books
● history of texts & transmission
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3 digital libraries

Gallica

mirador



bvmm.irht.cnrs.fr



BVMM: IIIF implementation

✓ Image API (2.0)
http://iiif.irht.cnrs.fr/iiif/{ID_Image}/full/full/0/default.jpg

✓ Presentation API (2.0)

IIIF Collection: http://bvmm.irht.cnrs.fr/iiif/collection/top

IIIF Manifest: http://bvmm.irht.cnrs.fr/iiif/{ID_Object}/manifest



gallica.bnf.fr



Gallica: IIIF implementation
✓ Image API (1.1)

http://gallica.bnf.fr/iiif/{ID_ARK_Image}/full/full/0/native.jpg

✓ Presentation API (2.0)
IIIF Manifest: http://gallica.bnf.fr/iiif/{ID_ARK}/manifest.json

Also in use for:
RetroNews

Pre 1200 ms w/ British Library 
(Polonsky foundation)

Europeana Gallica “Marque Blanche”
Ability to collect 
external manifests in 2018



www.bvh.univ-tours.fr



BVH: IIIF implementation

˥ Image API (2.0) - In progress… 
○ tests of a IIIF image server

˥ Presentation API (2.0) - In progress… 
○ expose manifests for facsimiles and TEI transcriptions



Biblissima, a web portal based on…
User’s needs Interoperability
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Demo #1

“Grandes Chroniques de France”

Virtual reconstruction of a damaged manuscript (cuttings)

bit.ly/osd-demo 

http://bit.ly/osd-demo
http://bit.ly/osd-demo


One viewer: Mirador



Demo #2: Biblissima prototype

First prototype focused on medieval illuminations (2015)

bit.ly/biblissima-prototype

http://bit.ly/biblissima-prototype
http://bit.ly/biblissima-prototype


Ongoing developments

● Integrating more data from Biblissima’s cluster of databases

● Developing complementary data visualizations

● New Biblissima UI design

● Mirador as an embedded viewer / as a workspace
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