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Executive Summary 

The	 “Medical	 Infrastructure/Users	 Forum	 (MIUF)”	 combines	 the	 BMS	 ESFRI	 RIs	 with	 scientific	
expertise	 in	 different	 medical	 research	 areas,	 bringing	 together	 medical	 research	 communities	
corresponding	to	European	priorities,	including	pan-European	users’	communities	as	well	as	patient	
associations.	The	MIUF	is	a	key	instrument	for	efficient	development	and	use	of	biomedical	research	
infrastructures	 in	 Europe,	 by	 promoting	 a	 culture	 of	 collaboration	 across	 the	 ESFRI	 BMS	
infrastructures	and	capturing	needs	and	expectations	of	scientific	communities	and	funders,	to	drive	
the	development	of	tools	and	services	and	to	promote	a	consistent	development	strategy,	avoiding	
gaps	and	overlaps.	

	

Project objectives 

With	 this	 deliverable,	 the	 project	 has	 reached/this	 deliverable	 has	 contributed	 to	 the	 following	
objectives:	

a) Establish	 a	 dialogue	 with	 funders	 and	 medical	 research	 communities	 to	 capture	 their	
expectations	and	needs	

b) Implement	strategic	actions	to	encourage	cross-collaboration	at	pan-European	level	
	

Detailed report on the deliverable 

Background 

The	 CORBEL	 Medical	 Infrastructure/	 Users	 Forum	 (MIUF,	 WP3.1)	 is	 designed	 to	 promote	 close	
collaboration,	 at	 the	 pan-European	 level,	 between	medical	 research	 communities,	 funding	 bodies,	
and	medical	research	infrastructures.	In	particular,	its	mission	is	to		

− promote	the	establishment	of	pan-European	scientific	communities,	providing	the	scientific	
content	and	access	to	patients;			

− define	 the	 respective	 roles	 of	 infrastructures	 vs.	 scientific	 communities,	 avoiding	 gaps,	
overlaps	and	fragmentation;		

− capture	the	needs	of	the	scientific	communities	and	of	the	funders	in	terms	of	infrastructure	
services;		

− ensure	 the	appropriate	development	and	deployment	of	 these	 services	by	one	or	multiple	
research	infrastructures.		

	

Description of Work 

Several	face-to-face	meetings	were	planned	during	the	whole	project,	in	order	to	gather	input	from	
various	 stakeholders	 (infrastructures,	 scientific	 communities,	 funding	 bodies)	 and	 to	 identify	
solutions	for	a	long-lasting	collaboration	strategy.	

Five	 meetings	 were	 organised	 and	 the	 respective	 outcomes	 are	 presented	 in	 deliverables	
D3.1/3.2/3.3.		

During	the	period	covered	by	the	present	report	(deliverable),	one	final	MIUF	meeting	was	planned	
on	December	6th,	2019,	in	Brussels.	However,	due	to	strikes	in	Paris	affecting	international	travel,	the	
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meeting	 was	 cancelled	 and	 re-scheduled	 during	 the	 CORBEL	 final	 event	 on	 March	 2nd,	 2020,	 in	
Brussels.		

The	 part	 of	 the	 CORBEL	 meeting	 focussed	 on	 MIUF	 provided	 the	 opportunity	 to	 have	 an	 open	
discussion	with	RI	end-users	and	representatives	of	funding	agencies	and	the	European	Commission.	

Discussions	were	focused	on	three	main	aspects:	

1. How	 to	 use	 the	MIUF	 as	 a	 template	 for	 stakeholder	 engagement	 activities	 across	 relevant	
initiatives	 and	 projects	 in	 the	 context	 of	 personalised	 medicine	 approaches	 and	 big	 data	
challenges		
	

2. How	to	improve	the	involvement	of	Research	Infrastructures	in	research	projects	
	

3. How	to	collaborate	with	Research	Infrastructures	to	structure	medical	research	communities	
at	pan-European	level	

1.	MIUF	as	a	template	for	stakeholder	engagement	activities	

Personalised	medicine:			
There	 are	 several	 ongoing	 initiatives	 to	 support	 personalised	 medicine	 worldwide,	 under	 the	
umbrella	 of	 the	 International	 Consortium	 for	 Personalised	 Medicine	 (ICPerMed),	 to	 promote	
membership	 with	 Latin	 American	 countries	 (EULAC-Permed),	 China	 (IC2PerMed)	 and	 African	
countries	 (under	 preparation).	 In	 addition,	 the	 PERMIT	 project	 (Personalised	 Medicine	 Trials)	 will	
develop	methodological	standards	to	optimise	the	design	of	clinical	trials,	 taking	 into	consideration	
some	 new	 essential	 components	 such	 as	 multimodal	 data	 management	 and	 machine	 learning	
processing.	 Finally,	 the	 EU-STANDS4PM	 project	 will	 identify	 data	 resources,	 standards,	 bottleneck	
and	 practices	 to	 promote	 data	 integration	 strategies	 for	 in	 silico	 methodologies	 in	 personalised	
medicine	studies.	

Data:	
Secured	 and	 authorised	 access	 to	 health	 data	 (from	 research	 and	 healthcare	 practice),	 genomics,	
imaging	 data	 and	 biosamples	 is	 essential	 to	 optimise	 the	 use	 of	 research	 data.	 Policies	 for	 data	
sharing	and	reuse	are	generally	 lacking,	which	hampers	the	reuse	of	sensitive	data	at	a	 larger	scale	
across	national	borders.	Technical	and	ethical/legal	issues	will	be	addressed	by	the	projects	EOSC-Life	
(life	science	data),	B1MG	(genomics),	Synchros	 (cohorts),	FAIRplus	 (“FAIRification”	of	datasets)	 that	
all	plan	a	strong	stakeholder	engagement	for	a	broad	validation	and	adoption	of	data	standards	and	
workflows.	

2.	How	to	improve	the	involvement	of	Research	Infrastructures	in	research	projects	
European	 transnational	 research	 programmes	 such	 as	 ERA-Nets	 and	 Joint	 Programming	 Initiatives	
(JPIs)	are	implementing	activities	to	encourage	and	foster	the	use	of	RIs	(list/links	of	RIs	and	services	
offered	 are	 provided	 in	 the	 guidelines	 for	 applicants;	 joint	 transnational	 calls	 are	 disseminated	
through	RIs;	 the	current	 infrastructures	are	asked	to	 include	disease-specific	 sections,	 i.e.	AMR).	 In	
addition,	 innovative	strategies	 for	 i)	alignment	of	 infrastructures	and	 tools,	and	 ii)	networking	with	
European	 and	 international	 stakeholders	 are	 considered	 (in	 TRANSCAN3	 and	 JPND	 programmes	
respectively).		
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However,	 these	measures	 and	 the	 current	bottom-up	approach	are	 insufficient.	Overall,	 there	 is	 a	
lack	 of	 knowledge	 of	 RIs	 at	 all	 levels	 (funders,	 scientific	 community),	 in	 terms	 of	 national	
organisation,	 services	provided	and	access.	The	ERIC	member	countries	have	a	 responsibility	and	a	
role	to	play	in	promoting	the	use	of	RIs,	by	establishing	national	strategies.	As	such,	it	is	fundamental	
that	the	member	countries	fully	understand	the	value	of	the	RIs.	Indeed,	RIs	are	often	asked	to	show	
how	much	 research	could	not	have	been	done	without	 them;	but	 the	 right	approach	should	be	 to	
show	 how	RIs	 could	make	 research	 better:	 by	making	 it	 faster,	making	 data	 sets	 richer	 and	more	
robust,	and	potentially	enabling	new	capabilities.	Examples	of	high-impact	science	could	be	used	to	
show	the	value	added	by	collaborating	with	RIs.		

Moreover,	the	European	Commission,	for	Horizon	Europe,	will	implement	actions	to	make	RIs	more	
visible,	now	that	most	of	them	are	fully	operational.		

In	 addition,	 the	medical	Research	 Infrastructures	BBMRI,	 EATRIS	and	ECRIN	have	 recently	 set	up	a	
formal	Alliance	(AMRI)	to	establish	a	common	strategy	and	provide	the	research	communities	with	
an	 integrated	 service	 pipeline	 for	 health	 innovation.	 In	 particular,	 the	 alliance	 will	 develop	 joint	
communication/outreach/training	tools,	data	services	(multimodal	data	management,	secondary	use	
of	data,	etc.)	and	quality	policy/certification	programmes.	

3.	Structuring	medical	research	communities	at	pan-European	level	
The	European	Brain	Research	Area	(EBRA)	 initiative	was	presented	as	an	example	of	a	coordinating	
action	that	plans	collaboration	between	research	communities	and	RIs.	To	support	that	collaboration	
EBRA	will	 organise	dedicated	workshops	 to	highlight	 tools	 and	 services	 available	 and	 to	 foster	 the	
development	of	use	cases.			

The	core	objective	of	CORBEL	has	been	to	increase	the	ability	of	Europe’s	life	science	infrastructures	
to	collectively	serve	users	-	both	individual	scientists	and	large	European	projects.		

Visibility	 and	 communication	 with	 users	 are	 extremely	 important	 to	 capture	 users’	 needs	 and	 to	
collect	their	feedback	for	continued	improvement	and	development	of	a	stable	cooperation.		

Again,	 it	 is	 important	 to	 show	 examples	 of	 how	working	 together	will	multiply	 our	 capacities.	 For	
instance	 the	 experience	 of	 the	 CORBEL	 open	 calls	 shows	 that	 RIs	 provide	 access	 to	 facilities	
otherwise	 not	 available	 in	 most	 of	 the	 host	 institutions,	 as	 well	 as	 access	 to	 highly	 qualified	 and	
experienced	staff.	

	

Conclusions:	

• Select	 high-impact	 studies	 to	 show-case	 the	 value	 added	 by	 the	 RIs,	 targeting	 both	
researchers	and	national	funders	

• Improve	communication	and	dissemination	activities	
• Implement	national	strategies	to	raise	awareness	and	encourage	the	use	of	RI	services	

	

Next steps 

The	 final	MIUF	meeting	provided	 the	opportunity	 to	 ensure	 the	 transition	 into	projects	 like	 EOSC-
Life,	 B1MG,	 the	 future	 European	 Health	 Research	 and	 Innovation	 Cloud	 (to	 name	 a	 few),	 where	
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medical	research	stakeholders	will	be	involved	and	invited	to	related	meetings,	building	a	solid	forum	
for	dialogue	and	joint	strategy	development.		

	

Delivery and schedule 

The	delivery	is	delayed:	 	

	 Yes	

As	the	6th	MIUF	originally	planned	in	Spring	2019	was	postponed	to	Winter	2019	in	order	to	prepare	
the	 transition	with	 the	EOSC-Life	project,	 it	was	agreed	 to	postpone	 the	corresponding	deliverable	
D3.4	and	milestone	MS12.	

The	 Deliverable	 D3.4	was	 further	 postponed	 as	 the	meeting	was	 eventually	 scheduled	 during	 the	
CORBEL	final	event,	in	March	2020.	
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Appendices 

Appendix 1 
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