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Workshop Overview

1. Corpora

A. Primer
B. In-depth discussion

2. Data structure and text model
3. Corpus analysis
4. Making knowledge accessible
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Part A: Corpora Primer

“In the primer (Part A) various researchers will
present a snapshot of their corpora, addressing
qguestions such as: What challenges do scholars
meet when dealing with the various scripts,
languages and text types? How does text
model and data structure interact with the
scholarly traditions and conventions in the
specific disciplines. How do we deal with
multiple witnesses of the same texts?”
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Why study Syriac texts?

Syriac is the language of a long literary tradition
including poems, ancient Bible translations,
apocryphal stories, historiography, Bible
commentaries, philosophical tractates, scientific
works. It is the language of a neglected branch of
early Christianity, and one of the most important
languages to study the religious and cultural
context in which Islam emerged. Syriac
translations served as a bridge between Greeks
and Arabs, and Syriac is still the liturgical language
of many Christians in the Middle East and,

increasingly, in the diaspora.
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Why study Syriac texts?

The Aramaic languages, in which Syriac takes pride
of place, cover a period from the 10" cent. BC up
to the present, and hence is one of the most well

documented languages that allows for longitudinal

linguistic analysis over three millennia.
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Annotated
corpora

Comprehensive Aramaic
Lexicon (CAL)

Digital Syriac Corpus
Text-Fabric (TF)

QETCBC



Annotated
corpora

Comprehensive Aramaic
Lexicon (CAL)

Digital Syriac Corpus
Text-Fabric (TF)

@) o

&ETCBC



Annotated
corpora

Comprehensive Aramaic
Lexicon (CAL)

Digital Syriac Corpus
Text-Fabric (TF)

&ETCBC



Annotated
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Lexicon (CAL)

Digital Syriac Corpus

Text-Fabric (TF)

W=
Gyrm
Sowch
f Relwerce  Lnoried

Erter 0 whoservm famm WUt 04 oot b |00

»
W T et s e T N0LIT B I asne M0 wlen e domgh U O
Wonha A st bt oA A bt e
Node Pad ame et ouowlda sda et i Wt
Pad M John D30T semmn aman wwin wame
aman Lo et o wihovme—
> Posut Jorn 332
Jobe e r— e—— . el
L ccstbd ey - s -
L e et s -
g =i s -
partiniple parfest  perteet
» Expont O -
e A
AR LA
soen  perticis



Annotated
corpora

e Comprehensive Aramaic
Lexicon (CAL)

* Digital Syriac Corpus

* Text-Fabric (TF)
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"person" =
first: "first", second: "second",

third: "third”
nu: "number" =
sg: "singular", du: "dual®“,
pl: "plural",
unknown: "unknown”
gn: "gender" =
f: "feminine", m: "masculine"
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Abajalai (settlement) [Syriac Not Available)
Abba Mbisha (monastery) [Syriac Not Available]
Abba Sahrowai (monastery)
Abba Sliba (monastery) [Syriac Not Available]
‘Abdasi (diocese) [Syriac Not Availablel
Abdon (monastery) [Syriac Not Availablej
‘Abdilakandi (settlement)
Abnaye (diocese) [Syriac Not Available]
Abnaye (settlement) [Syriac Not Available]
Abré (settlement) [Syriac Not Available)
Acre (settlement) [Syriac Not Available]

http://syriaca.org/place/881
http://syriaca.org/place/2416

[Syriac Not Available] http://syriaca.org/place/2417

http://syriaca.org/place/659
http://syriaca.org/place/660
http://syriaca.org/place/2418

[Syriac Not Available] http://syriaca.org/place/934

http://syriaca.org/place/2276
http://syriaca.org/place/882
http://syriaca.org/place/883
http://syriaca.org/place/14

‘Ada (diocese) [Syriac Not Available] http://syriaca.org/place/2260

‘Ada (settlement) [Syriac Not Available]
Adana (settlement) au\}

http://syriaca.org/place/935

http://syriaca.org/place/15

Adana (diocese) [Syriac Not Avallable] http://syriaca.org/place/2277
‘Adasiyya (settlement) ousa  http://syriaca.org/place/1492

Adeh (settlement) [Syriac Not Availablel

http://syriaca.org/place/884

Adharbayjan (region) Aeosal http://syriaca.org/place/5

Adharbayjdn (diocese)
Adiabene (region)
Aegeae (settlement)
Aegyptus (province) e
Afghanistan (region)
Aghjachs {settlement)
Ahasim (settlement)

[Syriac Not Availablel
[Syriac Not Available)
[Syriac Not Available]

[Syriac Not Available!l
[Syriac Not Available)

http://syriaca.org/place/2278
http://syriaca.org/place/993
http://syriaca.org/place/16

http://syriaca.org/place/7
Jezupal http://syriaca.org/place/1523

http://syriaca.org/place/88s
http://syriaca.org/place/886

al-Ahmadiyya (settlement) cuan.d http://syriaca.org/place/1481
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Ab3jaloi (settlement) [Syriac Not Available] http://syriaca.org/place/881
Abba Mbisha (monastery) [Syriac Not Available] http://syriaca.org/place/2416
Abba Sahrowai (monastery) {Syriac Not Available] http://syriaca.org/place/2417
Abba Sliba (monastery) [Syriac Not Available] http://syriaca.org/place/659
‘Abdasi (diocese) [Syriac Not Availablel http://syriaca.org/place/660
Abdon (monastery) [Syriac Not Available] http://syriaca.org/place/2418
*Abdilakandi (settlement) [Syriac Not Available] http://syriaca.org/place/934
Abnaye (diocese) [Syriac Not Available] http://syriaca.org/place/2276
Abnaye (settlement) [Syriac Not Available] http://syriaca.org/place/882
Abrd (settlement) [Syriac Not Available] http://syriaca.org/place/883
Acre (settlement) [Syriac Not Available] http://syriaca.org/place/14
‘Ada (diocese) [Syriac Not Available] http://syriaca.org/place/2260
'Ada (settlement) [Syriac Not Available] http://syriaca.org/place/935
Adana {settlement) oul\ ! http://syriaca.org/place/15
Adana (diocese) [Syriac Not Avallable] http://syriaca.org/place/2277
‘Adasivva (settlement) ousan  htto://svriaca.oro/olace/1492
NP Map optons PQIBM

e/2278
©/993
 e/16
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Structured

Lexicograph
resources

Syriac = a fanguage which once Noursed on the Mesopotamian phateau. A clstect of Aramae, Syroc was widely used durng
ruch of e Srst milesdam of e commen erd. Syac Spediieyg communibies coul! be found I stal Bday wodd De Tumey

Combining textual data
and structured data

Linked data
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Text analytics

* Topic modelling
* Text clustering
* Etc, etc.
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Text analytics

* Topic modelling

* Text comparison

* Etc, etc.
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Desiderata

* Annotated corpora
— Syriac
— Other forms of Aramaic, esp. Neo-Aramaic

* Analytical tools
* Human resources / Project funding
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