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The collections – data.bl.uk

• Datasets derived from British Library Collections

• Assigned DataCite DOIs

• Well used collection 700+ resolutions Jan-Jun 2019

• Collection recently migrated to newly launched 

Shared Research Repository based on Samvera

Hyku
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Methodology - Playbills

• Augmenting metadata of pilot datasets

• Theatrical Playbills from Britain and Ireland

• Digitised series of bound volumes of playbills from 

theatres across the UK and Ireland from the mid 18th

century to the mid 19th century

• Added ISNIs for the theatres

• Added ARK identifiers to link to the digitised files as 

online accessible
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https://doi.org/10.21250/pb1
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Methodology - EThOS

• Augmenting metadata of pilot datasets

• UK Doctoral Thesis Metadata from EThOS

• Index of UK theses

• Planned to be migrated to Hyku

• Added ISNIs for the current institutions
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https://doi.org/10.22021/ETHOSCSV201810
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data.bl.uk PID Graph
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Background

• Driven by work of FREYA 

project to enhance provenance 

of datasets

• Connecting using persistent 

identifiers to create provenance 

for datasets

• Help users of our datasets 

understand them ‘at a glance’

• Increase trust in our datasets

• Experiment with FAIR Principles
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Theatrical Playbills from 

Britain and Ireland
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Theatrical Playbills from 

Britain and Ireland
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UK Doctoral Thesis 

Metadata from EThOS
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Findings

• Number of identifiers

• Display issues

• Issues with DataCite metadata schema – novelty of the use case
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UK Doctoral Thesis 

Metadata from EThOS
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Theatrical Playbills from 

Britain and Ireland
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How to accommodate different types of identifier 

in a record?
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Contributor vs Related Identifier

• Original intention to add ISNIs as related identifier

• Not allowed under DataCite Metadata Schema v4.3

• Contributor type restricted list

• Chose Contributor Type ‘Other’

• Not sure it accurately reflects relationship 

e.g. Did the theatres contribute to the dataset? 
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 ContactPerson
 DataCollector
 DataCurator
 DataManager
 DistributorEditor
 HostingInstitution
 Producer 
 ProjectLeader
 ProjectManager
 ProjectMember
 RegistrationAgency
 RegistrationAuthority
 RelatedPerson
 Researcher 
 ResearchGroup
 RightsHolder
 Sponsor 
 Supervisor 
 WorkPackageLeader
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Next Steps at British Library

• Developing workflow with British Library 

Labs for adding new datasets

• Adding more datasets especially with 

provenance information – already 

underway

• Datasets Derived from 19th Century 

Books – nine datasets added to date
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Next steps for DataCite Metadata

• Working on v.5 of DataCite Metadata schema, not backwards compatible

• Incorporating the FAIR principles

• Controlled vocabularies e.g. DDI and CREDiT taxonomy
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Thank you
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