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No 28 —BETUL PLATES OF SAMKSHOBIIA,
THE GUPTA YEAR 199,
By Hiea Lan, B A, Exrra Asststant CommissIONER , NAGPOR

Theso plates were found by me 1n the possession of Salib Lal Smgh, Malguzar of Botul in
the district of the same name in the Central Provinces, in March 1305, Salub Lal Singh,
though belonging to an old respectable family, 18 & Kmimi— a prominent cultivating caste of
Northein India, who of comse are not entitled to accept any chu.nu}ble gifts. The plates
clem1ly do not belong to s family, and Sahib Lal Singh 18 unable to esplain how 1t came
by them, His torefathers belonged to the United Provinces of Agia and OQudh and came to
Botul five geneiations ago They left thew native place in the Unao district an Qudh about
180 years ago snd are boheved to have ned mm tho Iloshangibiid, Nuismghpur and Nigpur
distiiets  Appaxently they brought the plates with them, having obtammed them somewheie 1
Narsinghpur which adjoins Jabalpu

Theso aie two copper-plates, with a hole (%" m dinmeter) 1o each for the ring or seal,
which 1s lost The fiast plate measures 73 by 512" and the second 73’ by 64", the weight of each
being 12 ozs 6 dis and 13 ozs 17 gis 1cspectively DBoth the plates are quite smooth, suth-
ciently thick, and in an cacellent state of presexvation They aie inscribed on one side only, and
somo of the letters show thaough on the backs of them , and but for a fault i1n the second plate,
which has cansed a hole 3" 1n hameter in the last line, obhterating poitions of the numeneal
symbols of the yeax (which hay been fo1tunately statcd 1 words i the beginning), the 1serp-
tion thioughout 18 very legible I have decipheied tho teat from the origimal plates, an 1mpies-
sion of which was very kindly mado for me by Ma1 H Cousens, At Prof Hultssch’s mstance

Mi H. Kmshna Saslai prepmied ficsh impressions, which are 1eproduced on the accompanying
Plate

The average sze of the lettors 1s about }” The letters are smalles— about 2“— at the

beginmng of each plate Thoy gradually grow bigger, attaimng the ughest s1ze— about 1’—
at the end

The characters belong to the noithein class of alphabets Tinal forms of m ocem: 1n 1
13,17,25, and of £1n 11 21 and 25 Oxthographical peculisrities are the use of n befoire sa 11 11
12 and 14, and of b for v 1n sambutsara (11 2, 3 (twico), 29) and pardrdjaha (1 5) 'The lotter ¢
15 doubled 1n gdétéra (1 5, but not mm1 15), puttra (11 6, 16, 28), pauttra (1 16) and °pittidh=
(1 12) The last hine contans the numeorical symbols for 100, 10, 90 and 9, the two last of

wliuch, as stated before, are partially oblhitcaated The language 18 Sanskrnt p1030, oxcopting
four benedictive and 1mprccatory verses quoted in 11 21-27

The mserption 18 ono of the Prunidjaka Mahd: d o Samkshébhea and 18 dated 1n the year
189 of the Gupta era (A D 518-19),1n the MahAmargasirsha-samvatsara, on the tenth tithz
of the month Kérttika, without specifying the for tnight and the week day Another gant of
the samo king, which was found neax Khoh by Gencral Cunningham i 1879 and 1s dated n the
Gupta year 209 (A D 528-29), was 1epublished by Dr Fleet m s Gupta Inscripiions, p 112 ff
The text of hoth 1nscriptions 18 very sumlar, and both were witten by the same iévara:iﬁsa.

The object of the mscriplion 18 to 1ecord the

and & quaxter of Dvaravatikd m the province of Tripuri by the Mahdrdje Samkshobha to the
Brahman Bhiinusvimin of the Bhuadviya gotra The value of the mscrption chiefly hes in the
mention of geogiaphical names, as, with legard to the history of the donor humself, 1t adds nothing
new to what 18 given mn tho Khoh plates, The genealogy of the Mahdrdja Samhshdbha m Loth

giant of half of the village Prastaravitaka
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15 the same, and m both he is stated to be ruling the Dabhala-rijya, which had come to hum by
wheritance together with all the country mcluded m the eighteen forest kingdoms Tke
present msenption goes to show thai Tripar: was a province of the Dabhals kimgdom We know
Tripuxs well ! It was the name of the capital of the Hailiayas o1 Kalachunm kmgs— the present
Tewar, six miles from Jabalpur,~—~ and 1t apparently also gave its name to the smircundmg
province 1f this be correct, as 13 very probable, the Kalachuii domnation in the country abont
Jabalpm disappears at least between A D 475 and 528, when the Panvrayaka Mahérdjas 1nled
the countiy, as proved by then inscriptions actmally fonnd The Kalachuiis of Ratanpur may
Lave been domunant at that time 1n Mahdkhosala, but not m the northern comntiy abont Tripmi
Dr Fleet says that * in Dabhils we have undoubtedly the older form of Dahala, Dahadla, Dahala
or Pahald, wlich was in latcr times 2 province of the Hathayas o1 Kalachuvs of Tripma nea
Jabalpur, whose original capitel was Kaliijar ™ This gives a clue to the identification of
Prastaravataha and Dyvaravabikd, which I take to be the present Patpars and Dwars nem
Bilahy, 9 miles fiom Mmiwarsa town and about 60 pules fiom Tewai~ the old Tripuxi
Prastaray itaka mobably was corrapted mnto Pattharvital or Pattharwira, which finally hecame
Patpui, conveymg the same meaning m the Jocal patois as its Sanskmt equivalent, 11z ‘a
stony tableland,’ and Patpard 15 a stony tableland up to this day On the site of this Patpail,
wiich bad the palace of Kamhandala, theie appears to have been formeily a village, as founda-
trons of numerous bnmildings are still found. Patpaii 1s only a nule off fiom Bilahri, and the
runs of temples and bmldings commence at 2 distance of a quarter of 2 mile from the mesent
Bilalai villagze That name, of wilages ending 1n tdlaka or pitala, which may have heen co.-
rapted 1mto tdrd or wdrd, wiie common on the Bilalni side, may be mferted fiom the Bilalni
mseripticn,? which mentions Kb ubwpataha Dbangatapatala, Ambipitaka, efc One of these,
Kbailapitaha, General Conmngham sdentified with the present Khailwaia o1 Kailwaia, 6 miles
fiom Bilahri, and I thk Dl tepataha 1s perhaps represented by the present village Thanaura,
abont  wmules from Bilduy, the name having been comupted wmto Dlhanwdra Thanw dis, and
pnally Thanuud  Witwn a radins of 20 miles from Bilalui, one may ud such willages as
Galwary, Mmwts, Kalvary, Nachwary, Kanhwaia, Bharwag, efec, the wurd of whieh 1s
app.rent’y a conaption of the old wdfala  The village Duara stands on the same {ableland as
Patpaia, bang 5 nules cast fiom the Kamkandals huilings and between 3 and & miles fiom the
Bilubiza villaee  The Malouzar of tlns villige 1s still 4 Biabman and has held 1t for several
erC7C1at100s th. dos 5 10t howe, a1 Lelong to the Bharmdvaeja gofra  Heis a Gaiga and way
buve leen enerafted v hen e male lme of Bhanunsvamin became estinet, the village zoumng
to 1 femalc I;eu and cons¢ quertly by ha mariage toa duffczent gofia, o1 1t may have changed
heeds ~iice  Divara atikt may thaefore be confulently rlcnuhed with this Dw o The sx
juscriptions of the Parnidg] vha Maluirejas were found ethar at Kholi, Majhgawim o:r Bhuamar i,
which plices neall quite close to Uchchahalpa o1 ﬂlfi piesent Uchabia, the capstal of the
Nazo le State, whaie anotha fanuly, that of the Mahdrdjus of Uchchakalpa, ciIanly' .connected
with the Parnv: aha Mali erigus both chionologzically and teritomally, 1uled  Uchahid 1s about
v0 nules from Dilabai, and we know fiom the Bhumaia pillar inscriphon, edited by D1 Fleet 4,
that that village formed the Londary between the two turtortes This would show that the
Dabbili comntry wis almost co usten-ive w ih the boundalies of the present Jabalpm distriet

to the north and extended to abont 120 nmles fiom Tiipui town, the willages granted 1n Eh?
ng situated mudway beineen Trpur: town and the boundary of the Dabhali

This will clenly show that the prescnt mserphion does not 1eally belong
1s (loc cit), *copper-plates, bung small and portable, aie

picsent mnscrption bo
kingdom 1n the north
{0 Betnd  As Dr Floet zemm

L

1 § pum_liim's Bepodfs, Vol 1IN p o} )
2 (;-::;i“;‘:tf‘;’ lll:.i= F oI ;hf ] :X, oot 1ol tdciacharibe (NVIII 03 a1d 03) Dahala ant Dalala cueur alinost

-1 , il eat O that the two b ous el drTe-cutls nsal
e}v\;l’hz'l:; ;’6{ Ip I‘225]. 1t ¢ Gupla Inser p 111
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b d to o consid b ance fiom the places to wiich they plopcnly

alway hablo to camiled to o considCil lo distance 3

b:l::an: andlzmt‘. on(l]y b: apphed. torntorally w hen tho places mentioned m them can be idents-
o?

fied

Ouo knotty problem however 10mauns yot to bo solved ermt wewo tho oighteon forest
ingdoms meluded wm tho Parva djaka Maludr djas’ domuons ? Theso must have been contiern-
oas to Dabhéila, and as such the chowce scems to lie botweon the ancient E wi countiy, latterly
known as Gondwiud, on the one hand and tho Baghdlhhand und Chutd Nigpum countr) tog:thex
with Chhattiszuh on the other All this count:y formed put of the Gupte empire  *The
dormmon under the duect gov crnmont of Samudiagupta Tm tho muddle of the fomth centuy
comprised all the most populous and fortilo comntrics of Northern Indin It extended fxu:.u the
Hooghly on the east to tho Jumna and Chambal on the west, and fiom the foot of the Himdlayas
on the noith to tho Naamadd on the south Beyoud these wude lunits, the fmnln:l Lmmgdoms ?f
Agsam and the Gangetie deltn, as well as those on the southein slopes of the Himaliyas, and the
f1ce tubes of Rijputina and Miln i, ware attached to tho empne by bouds of nubordinate athance,
whilo almost all the kmgdoms of the south had been overnun b the cmperor’s dainmies .\rml com-
pelled to acknowledge hus uresshiblo might "1 With 1egard to the conquest of South Kousals o
Chhattisgarh and tho forest tribes M Smith (op ot p 218) nanates the deluls thus * The
myader (Samudiagupta), marching due south though Chutid Nigpm, dnected his first attacl
agamst tho Lingdom of South Kdsala m the valley of the Mahanadi, and ovarthiew us kng,
Mahéndin  Passmg on, ho subdued all the chiefs of the foiest countaics, which stll 1ctun then
ancient wildness, and conshitute the tubutmy states of Orss1 and the more bickwaid puts of the
Central Piovinces'” Now theso backw ud puts ongmlly constituted whit weie known asg
Athavigarh, 1 e the cighteen forts o1 forest hingdoms, o wit Saku, ¥ nangun Rugnh, Bl i,
Ranakhol, Sonpm, Patni, Beigaih, Phuljhu, Bors Swmbhar, Khuwn Bindid Naw igh,
S unbalpm, Obandrapar, Baud, Athmahk, Gingpm: and Bonai  Ob these the hist eight are still
feudatory states, the next fowr zamindarls and the nent two Govoinment Aldlsd, all attached to

the Central Provinces ®  On the abolition of the south fiontier agency m 1837 Baud and Athma-
Il wore transterzed {o the contiol of the Superntendent of 1the Tubutuy Mabals of Ornssa
Gingpu and Bonm wewe attached to Chutid Nigpm  Baigauh, being confiscated for rebellion,
was given over to tho Rajn of Raigah  Agamn, wmong the Ousse tubntm y states there ale
cighteen garhandls, though they aie somewhat too far away fiom the Dihal countiy  Chhattis.
garh, te the thniy-six forls, meluded twice cighteen foits, vz eighteen yurhs mm one group
subortinate to the semior bianch of the Hmbay v 1ulmg at Ratanpua, nd the same number m
the second group held by the jumor branch iving at Rapur So tho prouping ot states or
cstates mto eightcen would appear to be customary and {iaditional towards Chhatusgagh  As
1egards the westean Gowr conntry, which meluded the present distizets of Betunl, Chlundwig,
Seom wnd Mandl’,? there 1s no record o1 hadtion of ats ever having been divided mto eighteen
forest hingdoms It thorofore seoms very pobable that the eighteen forest hingdoms of the
mscuption lny somewhere m the duection of Chhattisgarh, which was sub lned by Samudiagupta

as mentioned before As the Pauwiijake Mahdrdjas owed allegiance to the Gupte hings, it

scems within tho range of probability that those kingdoms were handel over to them, unless
they foumed pamit of the Pauvidjakas’ domizons bofore

greatest cufidence that I hazmd thus conjectme,
exactly tho eighteon forest hingdoms
acquned fiom my poisonal ac
antiquarian willing to solve th

Samudiagapta’s conquest It 1s wath the
and I am not at present pepued to locahso
I however hope that the mformation, which I have partly

quamtance with the countiy, may perhaps prove of somo use to an
e question

YA V A Snuthis Eaily Wistoiy of Ind
% Smee I wiote the above hd

3 4 p 2501
» A1 a,
icrred to Bengal  Hastdkhol,

Sonpur, Patna, Bora Simbhar sud Sambalpur have been trans-
¥ General Cunnigham’s Reopoits, Vol IX p 150
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TEXT!
Farst Plate
1 Om® namd [bhalgavatdh Nirdyaniya [|*] Swvastt [|*] Srimab  prevarddhamina-

vijaya-
2 rajya(yyd) sambatsara-*5até  navanavaty-uttaré Gupta-na(nri)pa-1ijya bhuktan
Mahg-

3 mérggasirsha-sambatsaré* Xirttika-mésa-dasamyimb asyim sambatsara-‘mfisa-
4 divasa-plrvviyi{m¥] chaturddasa-vidyasth dna-vidita-paraméirthasys, Kapilasy=éva
5 maharshéh  sarvva-tatva(tiva)-jiasya  Bhaiadvija-sagotirasya nnpatipanbii(vra)jaka-

6 SuSarmmanah kul-dtpannéna mahiraja-éri-Dévadhya-putira-pranaptia maha-
7 raja-éri-Prabhafijana-pranapira mahairija $ri-Démoédara-naptra go sahasras

8 hasty-aéva-hirany-anéka-bhiima(mz)-pradasya gura-pitri-matri-plja(jd)-tatparasy-néka-
9 samara-fata-vijaymnah  s-8shtddas-itavi-rijy-abhyantaram  [Dalbhdli-1ijyam  sama-
10 nupalayishno Jr=anéka-guna-vikhyita-yasasah sri-mahdrija-Hastingh suténa
11 varnn-Asrama.dharmma-sthipan-dbhiraténa parama-bhigavatén=atyanta-mtn-bhakiena
12 sva-vanda-mdda-Tkaréns, mahiraja-iri-Samkshibhéna(ns) matapittrdl =Atmanag=cha
pany-a-
13 bluvriddhy-artham Tripuri-vishayd Prastaravitaka-grimasya® arddham Dviaravati-
14 kayas=cha chaturthd=nsah? évam=étan plirvv-idghita-parichchhéda-maryya-

Second Plate

15 daya Bharadvaja-sagotiya Madhyandina-Vajp(ja)sanéya-sabra[hms]-

16 chiriné brihmana-Bhinusvimmé puttra-pautt-invay-6pabhogyanl? étau

17 s-ddrangan s-dparikarau!! a-chita-bhata-privaSyau!® chéra-didhaka-varpjam!? tima-

18 éfisanenald  dgrdhiraun atismshtan [ |¥] Tad=asmat kul éttharr=-mmat-pidapind-opa

19 jivibhar=vyva kilintaréshv-api na vyighitah karaniyah [1*] Evam=8384(38a)pt[é] yo=

20 nyathd kuryit-tameaham déhintara-gato=pt mohat=dvadhyinéna 1nddahéyam [|*]
Uktaii=cha,

91 bhagavatd paramarshind  véda-vyiséna Vyiséna [|*] Parvva-dattdm  dvyatibhyd
tnat!d

09 mhyﬁa Yudhishthira [1*] mahi(hi)m=mahimatim siéshtha,  ddnach=-chhiéyd=
nupilanam [}|*] Bahubhih!®

93 vyasndhi bhokti rijablih Sagar-adibluh [I*] yasya yasya yadid bhiimih!?  tasya

94 tasyn tadd phalam [|i*] Shashtim varsha-sahasrdm svargga(rggé) mddati  bhimt
dsh [{*¥] &chchhétta

95 ch-Anumanti cha tiny=éva naraké vasét [||*] Bhiim-praddnan=na  paiam
pradinam!8

96 danid=viéishtam parpilanan=tu [|*] sa vvé=tisrishtdm  parpadlya bhiimim nrmpi

27 Nmg-adyah!? tndivam prapannd 1h [11*] Likha/khi)tafi-cha Jivita.naphd Bhnjapga-

28 disa-putiréna vyiparanaya®? Isvaradiséna [|¥*] Diitakah Puna-
99 pyvasuh [[*] Sambatsara’® 100 [80 9] Mahihmargga-varshé’® EKértthika i
10 {i1*]

1 From the origmnal copper plates 2 Expressed by a symbol : Read samvatsara

¢ Read -samratsaré 5 Read -dadamyams= 5 Read samcatsara

T Read sca-tamf amdbda- 8 Read grdmasy=drddham ® Read =mfa

10 Read °bhogydv= 1 Read °kardr= 12 Read -pracesyau

13 Read =rarjjam 14 Read fasanén=dgrakdrar= 15 Read yatnad=

35 Read Bahubkir= 17 Read bhumis= 13 Read pradaaam

19 Read -adyis= 20 Read *nay=Esvara’ 2L Read Samunafse,

22 Read Makdudrgga{srsha*)-varshé
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09 52"\t hig holincal msme after the conjunction ook place before sunrise of either
:;: 255111 216[2?:,3 wlf;dhm truo longztudogwas 54° 91/ (whilo that of tho sun was 64° 23" 35":r Y
or the 26th May, whon lus truo longitudo was 54° 35/ (whilo that of the sun was 65° 20’ 31°).
Whichever of the two days may be abselutely correct, 1t 18 clear thafi bofore sunrise of the
o5th or the 26th May A D. 518 Jupiter— since hus true longatnde 1n either case was more than
53° 90'~ by all three systems of the nakshairas xose helincally 1m tho‘ nakshalra M;;:gaéu-ns, and
that therefore the year which then commenced was o Mahd-MAargadirsha year ‘That year of
course wmcluded both the 15th September snd tho 15th Octobor A D. 518 ; for Jupiter’s next
conjunction wath the sun only took place somo fime beforo sunmso of the 17th June AD 5193
and s noxt heliacal msmp shout the 1st July A.D 519, when a Mahd-Pausha year com.
menced. I may add that, according to Mr, Dikshut’s calculations, a Mahd-Migha year com-
menced on tho 8rd August A.D. 520, and & BlshA-Phdlguna year on the 4th September
A D, 521

The resnlt 18 that the month Kfrthiks of the Gupta year 199 which 18 quoled 1n the date
must hove fallen 1n A D. 518, and that the date probably corresponds to Mondsay, the 15th
October A.D, 518, but may posstbly correspond to Saturday, the 16th Boptomber A D, 518

No 29,— TRIPLICANE INSCRIPTION OF DANTIVARMAN.,
By V VixkAyva, M A

Madras was “ o mere fishing village up to tho year 1639 A D., when the Engliaho became
possessed of 16 by a grant from the puppet sovereign Sriranga of Vijayanagars, then at Chandra-
g1’ Some of the submbs of Madias are, however, very ancient Leaving anide St. Thomé
connected with tho St. Thomas legends® Malapur (or Manlippir) and Tirovimir
(Tnuvinmuyr) are mentioned 1n the Tamil poem Divdram composed i the 7th century A D.J
The former 18 also believed to have been tho residence of the immortal Tiruvaljuvar,8 a conplet
of whoso 18 quoted m tho ancient Tomu] work Mansmégalas® Tiruvallikkéni (the medern
Triplicane) 1s refezied to 1n the Tami] sceiptures of the Vawhnavas known as Nildysrapraban-
dham by the smnts Péydlvir,!0 Tuumahsa-Alvir!! and Tirumangaa-Alvir, the Inst of whom
mforms us that the (Pirthasirathisvinun) temple was founded by an unnsmed king of the
Tondayar, :¢ bya Pallava kung'®* Egmore (Elumbiir n Tamnl) 18 mentioned in records
of the Uhéla king Kuldttunga I and was apparently tho headquariers of ¥ subdivision (nddu)

* The caleulations which have yielded the above results bave all been made according to the Strya siddhints
By the Aiys-siddbinta, atmean sunrse of the 11th May A.D. 518 the true longitude of Jupiter was 51° 13’, and
that of the sun 81° 4’ 18”, and at mean sunrise of the 12th May A, D 518 the true longitude of Jupiter was 51° 57/,

aud that of tho sun 52° 1’ 36” Tlus shows that, according to the Arys-siddhidnts, the conjuncfion would have taken
Place between one und two hours before mean sunrise of the 12th May A D 518

4 At mean sunriso of the preceding day, the 24th May A D 518, the true longmtude of Jupiter o qs
that of the sun 63° 26 38" . 6 piter was §4° 3, and

? At moan suurise of ths day the truc longitude of Jupiter was 85° 33, and that of the sun 85° g8/ 33~

4 At menn sunnsg of thns doy the true longitude of Jumter was 88° 45/, and that of the sun 99° 18’ 3~
» Mr Sewell’s Lists of dntigustres, Vol I p 178

® The Romun Cutholic Church at St Thoms 19 believed to be built over the grave of St

Thomas, &:d p 176
Ramariys of Vijayanngara 13 sa1d to huve led an ¢ ’ s
.E‘mp:r: ) 103 Jayanug ¢ led an expedstion agamst the place sn A D, 1558 ; Afr. Sowell’s Forgolten

# The syt Tirufidnassmbandar 18 roported to hava revived ot May:ildpptic & dead girl, whose bones had been

presorved by her father m o pot  The tumple 13 called Kapahicheharam (1e Ka
palddvara) i the hymn composed
by the samt  Jaaras and Buddhsts scom to have hived ab that tume 1 h y
o Tad dnt Vel VL o 2ot une 1 the viety of Mayildppdr.

* Ersay on Tamil lilerature by the late Professor M Seshuginy Sastrs of Madras,

h I
1o Iyarpa, 111, 16 W Ihd IV 3§ No I p 33§

13 Periyatirumols, verse 130





