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Confref.org

Not yet launched.
Check it out at:
http://portal.confref.org
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Who is behind confref.org

e Kai Eckert, Stuttgart Media University
e Aliaksandr Birukou, SpringerNature
e Andrey Gromyko, thread solutions

The prototype development was funded by Digital Science (1 year).
Otherwise: completely unfunded so far.



What do we want?

e Reliable data about conferences!
e Persistent identifiers so that data about specific events can be obtained
reliably, for ever.

Why?
e Make conferences first class members of scientific discourse.
e Help people in choosing conferences.
e Raise awareness of good conferences.
e Provide means to identify bad (fake, mock) conferences.



What identifiers, what data?

e There will and should not only be one source for conference data (e.g.
Confref, ConflDent, ...).

e To get a significant coverage, we need the data to be exchangable and
linkable (Linked Open Data).

e \We need workflows for conference organizers and publishers to provide the
data.

e To identify fake conferences, the data needs to be verifiable (how?)



ConflDent

Project Website:
https://projects.tib.eu/en/confident/



https://projects.tib.eu/en/confident/

Conf%ent

A Service for Open Research Information on Conferences

TIB Hannover & RWTH Aachen, funded by the DFG
semantically structured metadata of academic events
quality-driven, collaborative curation

user-centered approach

reliable and transparent data and workflows for all stakeholders
connecting to existing services thus enabling data exchange

committed to the FAIR principles

See also: Stromert, Philip. (2020). ConflDent: Enter the Feedback Loop. Zenodo. http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3630853
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o Signals, negative results, milestones generated
throughout a research process that takes 2-3 years
are hidden, with only a small amount of scholarly
output being made visible in a final article.

accessible

' v
' '
. L] 1]
L] [} L}
Ll [} L}
: j H
: é
.
1]
i pre-print publication
¢
1
: :
x 1
. ' final
: : conference
! . ¢ poster
é :
C conference conference
first conference é presentation poster
poster

conference
abstracts



Up and coming research is shared at

conferences, but:

« Dissemination and discovery of early
research takes place offline on international
conferences, making it hard to discuss with
the global community

o Researchers face scientific inefficiencies due
to limited access to failed results and the
latest scientific findings

 High barriers for funders, companies and
researchers to connect for potential
opportunities and collaborations
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@ sr.ithaka.org

Figure 5: You may employ a variety of different tactics to “keep up” with current scholarship
in your field on a regular basis. Please use the scales below to rate from 10 to 1 how
important each of the following methods is for staying current with new scholarship in your
field. Percent of respondents who indicated that each of these methods is highly important.

Reading materials suggested by other scholars

Regularly skimming new issues of key journals

Following the work of key scholars

Regularly skimming table of contents (TOC) alerts of
key journals

Subscribing to relevant disciplinary or field-specific
email listservs

Reading materials rated highly by a relevant repository
or scholarly tool

Reading or skimming book reviews

Reading materials suggested by personalized search
engine recommendations

Utilizing academic social networks (e.g.

Source: Ithaka S+R US Faculty Survey 2018



Early-stage research: Data,
posters, presentations before the
published research article

Availability
Acknowledgement
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Evaluating quality
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Product offerings

Before the conference

During the conference

After the conference
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Discussion provoking questions



How should PIDs be registered? Decentralized, different Providers issue
DOIls themselves?

Should ConflDent or other providers offer registration-service for smaller
organizers? — more affordable

Who curates the Metadata for those? Who’s responsible?
Business model for long-term sustainability?

How big is interest in and need for Conference PIDs?



