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CHAPTER ONE
GENERAL INTRODUCTION

1.0 _B'ackgrt-mml_ to the Study

~ The purpase of this work is to determine the image of the female in written
lubo ‘d'r_amﬂvuqing ﬂ"je.'Wmnﬂanisf African feminist theory as the theoretical framework.

I m nlwnom tlml there is a connection between the literature of a society and the real
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people’s minds to certain important issues that require attention. |y i
/ “Ases mass

improvement and development where
necessary. It is the image of Igbo women in Igho socicty as presented through

consciousness and the zeal to seek liberation,

the
selected plays that we set out to explore. The intention is to awaken the consciousness
“of Igbo society and Nigeria as a whole; towards women issues, thereby promoting the

welfare of the female in Igbo society.

S'ta tement of the Problem

lgbo drama texts and their portrayal of the female image have not recewed h

; cntlclsm. The image of Igbo female in Igho it
is yet 1o be estabhshed Although some

|
|
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qucslinnnair& evaluated and validated were issued out to respondents through a
simple stratified random sampling procedure. Efforts were made to see that nobody
responded more than one questionnaire. The researcher and some research assistants

went to the respondents individually in their homes or, at times, during their town

meetings. giving and collecting back completed copies of the questionnaire
ilnlﬁedimely. The researcher and her research assistants were always_by the sides of
the resp‘ohdents (o assist them in explaining some aspects of the questionnaire when
{here was the need to do so. The sampling procedure was objective in nature. The
questionnaire was aimed at measuring the actual responses the researcher int_ended*:ft"-‘ :
get from the target group used as samples and to help the researcher to be aab e{
decmher the lCc\'l(y in lgbo society as it concerns Igbo women. Y,

Nevellheless some ploblems were encountered durmg the
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cesearcher was forced 1o sclect 18 plays based on the ability of their plots to discuss
mainly female characters. The prcscnlininn of the image of cach female character in
the plays hased on their negative or positive characterisation, level of compliance and
pon-compliance to male dominance. general portrayal of their levels of economic,
cducaﬁom\‘l. political. socio-cultural and religious empowerment, and their onomastic

pmtrayul as compared to those of the male characters, are critically exanined.

'm_ study is a pioneer effort, it is also based on both primary and
secandm) texts o achlevc its objectives. Works written in other language medium

which dis: uss the |mage of lgbo women are referred to and are added to those works

‘(cal lgbo literature. Information was also collected from the works of

.

terary S scholars and other scholars.

eminent lite

All the contrlbnnons provided by the oral interviews, questionaire, various

d techni ‘11es adopted in the ‘study. expose the true image of Igho women in

lgbo socnety Fr@:n the V“ar‘lo‘us methods and techniques. efforts were made to examine

;and posrllve lmages of women in the real Igbo so

\_7.

elher lhen |ma;,e-sl'1tm N apprecmlmg or dwmdlmg u)mparcd to

ciety with the aim
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form of victory. transformation or transcendence of despair Feminist literary texts
give way t.o women’s bonding and female friendships. Feminist texts reject
marginalisation of women, and their characteristic tone comprises rage at women’s
oppression and revolutionary optimism about the possibility for change.

While all feminist texts may align with the above description, there is a sharp
difference between a mainstream/core feminist text and a womanist/African feminist
text. Their differences'.lie in the fact that a mainstream/radical feminist text subverts
heterosexual love and passion, and interrogates family and heterosexual love and
passion, and cherishes some societal cultures, which do not marginalise motherhood.
On the other hand, a womanist/African feminist text plot accommodates women or
oppresses them. It also accommodates marriage, family and motherhood but does not
accept female stereotyped roles. Whereas a mainstream/ core feminist plot ends in

divorce or total collapse of the family, a womanist/African feminist plot

accommodates both the husband and the children in the relationship but the female L

gradually pulls out of any form of suppression experienced in the mamage without

woman and contain some aspects of struggle for hberatxon from certain forn
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definition of the concept (Sheila 1980, Bunch 1981\ David |
> a son 1983,

1997210 get Rich
1992:10-14, and Butler 1994). Feminism means different things to different B
nt people in

;_iiﬁfmnt geographical and cultural areas depending on such people’

feminist ideology. S perception of the

Due to such differences in the understanding of the term feminism, differen
Sﬁh@m B uied feminism from different perspectives. Scholars like
Hamish (1978), Sheila (1980:40); Anderson (1983); Allen and Sheldon (1986); and
Ezuma (2900) view feminism from a socio-cultural perspective.To these scholars,

ﬁemimsm isa somal propaganda against the socio-cultural relegation of women to the

ck .',_..'"und and the patriarchal oppressions. exploitations and the suppression of
wemen by men, culture and the society.It is a social reform aimed at achieving

equamy of men and women in all spheres of life in the society. Tou |

A -}

Some scholars are of the opinion tha\\t feminism is any political struggle or
mevement“ or gemlsm which is based on ending socio-economic, and cultural or

religia‘ks “‘s‘éﬁst oppres-sion and marginalisation of women. Such scholars include

Ef full legal pohticul» social, rehgmus, ednc

th fﬂen for women or the struggle for women_
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definitions of feminism. I'hey feel that such definitions are incomplet i
e and flawed

because they do not inculcate the whole story of feminism but have made it to i
ade 1t to include

1 limited analytic uselulness in terms of struggle. They criticise feminism in
- NN terms of

cultural imperialism and narrowness in its expositions on gender. Modern femini
. JIMnism

ensively criticised as be
ass academia. Chinweizu (1990) opines that fcminism

has been ext ing predominantly, but not exclusively. associated

@
1S a

with Western middle-cl

revolt in paradise™. To Chinwezu, feminism is revolt by women who are well placed

are enjoying their lives. He feels
y are already in power. le believes that

in the society and this way because, to him. women

¢ (o ask for liberation because the
ated from the bondage women have placed them as

agree with the preaching of

have no caus
he men who need to be liber
1d mothers. Other critics who dis
Ferguson (1950:3) and Mocrs (1976:451).

pecially with the

itist
men's lovers. wives. &
»males by some feminists are

hate against fe
ve feminists. agree that women, es

Such critics, who are third wa
qually oppress men.

and sccond-wave feminists, ¢

aclncvcmcmc of first-wave
ion of neither gender. that male

gender equality means oppress
A where it is reported that males

current
They {béﬁiéve that
could be found |n the U.S.

uppreSSlon
than females due to some femmlst aff

“‘4" times more freqnently
n when he is dworced and the

s: mal 'msolatlo

die ffom; oo '
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It was in the light of these postulations of various scholars about feminism

1999:25) opines thus

is a question ol taking a political stance. It is

contingent upon the way the definer understands the past, present,

and future relationships between men and women...definition of
feminism is difficult because of the diversity of fcmlmel thought
because there are varieties of feminisms, that are concerned with
the relationship between men and women and how both should™

relate better.

(hat Adebayo (

Defining feminism

basis of feminist ideology is that rights. privileges. status and obligations

Feminist activism is a grass-root movement.

The
should not be determined by gender.
and race boundaries. It is not Western middle-class women

which cuts across class

propaganda. though many of the proponents of Western feminism may be of this

class. IFeminism is culturally s specific and it addre
an talk of genital mutilation in Sudan and the

sses issues relevant to women of

particular socicties. For instance, we ¢

Tiv of Nigeria, female circumcision in Yoruba, 1gbo and Hausa ethnic groups in

Nigeria: glass ceiling in North America: and female trafficking in Nigeria. Ther arf

come issues that are universal, such as rape, incest, and WIfe batter l"ng.

claims about the disadvantages Western women encounter are oft

s of black women because of some cultural and geogra

the live
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relations. relating the ideology of sexism (o the social
institutions in which it is produced. (

['rom all the dcﬁnilions giVCﬂ above, we consider feminism to be a revolt b
- C
y

women for recognition and equal opportunities. Women want to be given recognition

in their societics globally. They want to acquire equal rights with men: legal rights,

political rights. social rights, religious rights, marital rights and cultumal rights. They

reject the idea of being classified as inferior, child-bearers and raisers, silent, weak,

sexual objects and unachieved personalities who must only be identified through their

husbands and who a[e not worthy of highly placed administrative and political
positions. [Feminism elther as a belief, a cr itique. or a struggle is a social theory and a
political movement primarily informed and motivated by the experience of women.
Many proponents of feminism focus on analysing gender inequality, which is now a
global issue and the promotion of women's rights. interests and issues. Feminism
focuses on gender politics. power relations and sexuality. Conversely femmmg., £,
political activism campaigns are on issues such as reproductive rights, dol ‘- S

vnolence matemlty leave, equal pay, sexual harassment. discrimir
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action.The term feminism is sufficient for all faces of the struggle against I
nst male

domination, oppression,exploitation and suppression of women.Therefore, femin
L2 g 1sm

is an umbrella word that covers all facets of feminist theories,
In conclusion, it is noteworthy that behind every feminist movement, be it
political or social force, is a feminist theory.A Feminist theory then, is a social and
political thought that lies behind much of feminist politics or movements. It forms the
basis for social policies and social actions that have driven change in recent years. It has
guided some of the basic transformations in the lives of both men and women and it
aims to understand the nature of inequality and focuses on gender politics, power
relations and sexuality. -
Feminist theory developed out of the thought behind women’s movement. In ; =
fact, the two are inextricably linked because behind feminist politics lie modes of
analysis: feminist theory, which guide and inform social and political action. Fem|mst
theory is infused wnth gendered assumptions about the character of social world,

problems, its inhabitants and its meaning. The purpose of feminist thcory

effecting social changes based on existing pfoblems,. It is no

sake but has a purpose to lead to political or social char
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[t Feminism: A Historical Background
Feminism, according to Adebayo (1999:24), originated from the Latin word

«Femina” which means pertaining to women. Feminism is a theory as well as a
movement that concerns itself with the advancement of women’s position through a
struggle to achieve political, legal, economic, literary rights (for women) as are
accorded men (Offen 1988:33). By the explanations of Moers (1976:10) and Offen
(1988:33), feminism started in the United States of America and in Europe as a
women’s liberation and emancipation movement against the oppression and
exploitation of women. : ' & :

The emergence of Western feminism, according to Davis and Schlcifer (1989), g

Lerner (1994) and Adebayo (1999:24), dates back to the late eighteenth century to the
early nineteenth century. In France, it was introduced during the agitation of women in
the aristocratic class for equal rights with men.The suppression of women is worldw:de

though it has different dimensions, depending on the culture of the people and - s
level of civilisation. Virtually all societies have relegated women to the back;
one time or the other. Adebayo (1999:24) supports the fact that wome
worldwide by her opinion that the “woman is born free and .

chains”. Grimke (1970:5) believes that men worldwide have used

Women actually have suffered greatly in the hands of
societies. The sexist oppression suffered by we)men
differs from those experienced by sy’onien m e d
eonri}rie_s of the ,wq_fld-. Acicording'to ' :

of women between the seventeen
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courses like Medicine and Law. This was because the
eighteenth century patriarchal American Socicly  saw
Medicine as a field of study mainly for men

Hirach explains further that the first medical school in the United States of
America was established in 1767. It never admitted females until 1847, Also women
were not allowed to be members of the American Medical Association until the year
1915. This was because the U.S. Society then doubted the capability of women as
medical doctors. According to Sheila (1980:9), women were only considered suitable
for domestic courses and were admitted into colleges in America for the first time in
1833, only to study Home Economics, Religion and other “female subjects”, It was
over a hundred years after this that Harvard University granted admission to the first

set of female Law students in 1950.

As a result of the educational inequality between American men and women,

which marginaliz’ed women, the men had a great advantage over the women. The m
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the history of England is the history of the male line not of
the female. Of our fathers, we know always some facts

some distinction. They were soldiers or they were sailors:

they filled that office or they made that law. But of our
mothers, our grandmothers, our great grand mothers, what
remained? Nothing, but a tradition.One was beautiful; one
was red haired, one was kissed by a Queen. We know
nothing, of them except their names and the number of

children they bore.

Apart from the above facts given b'y Woolf, Stenton (1957:202) asserts that in

England in those days, wome
parts on the professional stage. It was not “until January 3, 1616” that

n were not allowed on stage and, in some cases, boys

acted women’s

women began to appear on stage. Women in
in support of Woolf’s claim above, that in Britain,

England were also segregated against

educationally.She observed,

educating boys was a normal as well as an expected feature of boys for adulthood, ;

while educating girls wa
of the few girls that went to school in the 17th century Britain was focused on training

s a controversial topic. She explains further that the education

them in domestic science which includes needle work, cookery, and laundr
are “useless accomplishments that are supposed to make girls more :

potential husbands”. :
In Africa, the situation was worse. Untill the pi

improvement these days, African women are expected to
functions, and if they fail, they earn themselves al

‘child eater’, ag or pros
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child is taught traditionally how to be a good housewife, mother, cook, |
aundry

attendant and housekeeper. They copied the style of their colonial mast
ers in

relegating women (o the background, educationally, socially politically and
’ an

culturally. The society prepared the boys for the labour market as breadwinners, whil
, while

the girls were prepared to serve the men and be economically dependent wives and

mothers. The females were provided with the skills with which to support and make |

life easier and more comfortable for their male folk. Kolawole (1997:2) argues that S5

the “Education of women in the olden days was largely domestic: Western education 4
favoured boys and created greater avenues of empowerment for males than females”, v
As a result of the educational disparity between African females and males, the males
are more politically, edpnomically, educationally, socially and religiously empowered.
Many African countries deny their women property rights, decision-making and i
administrative positions. African women’s marriages are dependent on the ability of ;
woman to bear children, male children in particular. T

Women, generally, are seen in many societics as second-class citiz

should remain silent. Some people believe that women dq not ¢

are simply described as peopl'c “of low parts...soft ﬁckle =
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purely physiognomic. Stenton (1957:191) avers that “though nature hath differed
mankind into sexes, yet she never intended any great difference in the intellecy”.
Women, when given equal opportunities with men would do better mentally, socially,
politically, economically and administratively. The only difference is that both s0ul
perform different biological roles as nature so desires.

According to Dubois (1978) and Sterling (1984), feminism started 488
movement in America in the activities of some educated African American women,

white women and men, who struggled for the abolition of slavery in the 1830s. One of

the abolitionists well known is Charlotte Forten (1784 — 1884), an African American
reformer. She trained her three daughters Margaretta, Harriet and Sarah Louis, to
become active abolitionists. Other abolitionists are the Grimke sisters: Sarah Grimke
(172-1873) and Angelina Grimke (1805 — 1879). They were daughters of a sl
holding family. They formed part of the delegates to the first Anti-

Convention of American Women held in 1837. Abolitionism provided |

social change (Dubois 1978:32). Such insights made the wom

supporters, for example, Fredrick Douglas to add to abolitionism,
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capabililics- with the joint activities of both men and women, women learnt how t
0

themselves.
{-respect and social power. Such a realization was proved right in 1940

organise Ihey now felt that fighting for their rights would favour them

and attract sel
when there was @ world Anti-Slavery Convention held in London. Many women
legates at the conference were relega

ating in the proceedings of the convention (Evans 1977:6, Anderson

. ted to the galleries and were prohibited by the

men from particip

1997:306).
The relegation of women at the Anti-Slavery Convention in London incensed

{wo women, Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Candy Stanton, who met severally and

formed a full
they organized at Seneca F

ed the Women’s Right Convention,
-organiscd convention for Women movement only. It

Women®s Right Movement which was formed at a convention which
alls, New York, where Stanton lived. That convention,

call was held on July 14, 1848. This conventi

became the first women
became the official beginning of the Women’s Suffrage Movement. “The

such convention was held in 1851 in Akron, Ohio ( Hole and Levir

Mathiasson 1974). According to Nnolim (1999:47), other w

war, in 1961, slavery was abolished but fer
and fought to add sex to the Fifteenth Amendment

Ll

they failed.
Other forms of women su

o

Sulfrage Association (WCTC

experienced |

innovations
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many or all classes of people to vote. Kuwait for example, extended the vote to men

but not to women (World Book, 2004). In the United Arab Emirates, the parliament is

officially appointed, r)cit

election (http://www.ipu.org//iss-e/women.htm.)

The women’s suffrage movement lasted at least seventy years, from the first

her men nor women have the right to vote or stand for <

formal women’s convention in 1848 (Seneca Falls Convention) in New York, to the
oth Amendment. English women won full voting priviledge later than
American women but women in both countries began the worldwide suffrage

Opponents of the suffragists’ movement also argued that men cc

passage of the |

movement.

represent their wives better than the wives could represent themselves. Some il

feared that women’s participation in politics would lead to an end of family life
feminists argued that men should not take positions of leadership in the m
because men, having been socalised to aggressively seek positions of | ;
the agenda within a leadership hierarchy, would apply this tel

organisations (Freema'n 1973). On the other hand, women hav n@
defer to men would be hindered in developing or expressing

in working too closely with men. However, as events unfol

The awareness and support given to femi
United Nations endorsement of feminist’s p v
aside in Africa a decade for a woman; that wa:
Nairobi Conference. About 151 Um
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Eah |

Feminism has various facets and offshoots. For instance, we have, apart

from the Liberal feminist, Radical and Social feminists. Other subtypes of feminists

are Christian feminists, Integral feminists, Amazon feminists, Anarcho feminists,
Cultural feminists, Eco-feminists, Existentialist feminists, French feminists, Gender 4 7“‘3
L S

Individualist feminists, Male feminists or Men’s

feminists, Lesbian feminists,

feminists, post-colonial ~ feminists, Post-modern  feminists, Psycho-analytical

feminists, Separatist feminists, Pro-sex feminists, Girly or Fluffy feminists, Spiritual

feminists, Trans feminists, Third-world feminists, Womanists and Proto-feminists erﬁ ot
e Tis

t feminists (http://en.. Wikipedia. Org/wiki/feminism).

Pos
feminism has also been introduced to various fields of s

Apart from the above,
literary feminism, for the field of literature, and medical feminism, for the fie

medicine, as examples. e

1.9 Igbo Literature: Definition and Delimitation

The emergence of Emenyonu’s work: The rise of the Ighc
1978) which classified both works written in the English la ;
in the Igbo language as Igbo literature introduced unending co
be categorized into three schools of thought which

Emenanjo, Ugonna and Maduka’s School, and the N

The Emenyonu- school justifies any novel
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Nwadike (1995), any literary material with the three elements would be an excellent
Igbo literary text.
There have been so many critics of the various groups mentioned above and

as such, it becomes very difficult to specifically define Igbo literature. However for al

the purpose of this study, we identify with the definition offered by the Nwadike

school of thought, which defines Igbo written literature as any literary text that is

written by either an Igbo indigene or a non-lgbo indigene in the Igbo language and

which is about the Igbo people. As a result, all the plays to be examined in this study
are written in the Igbo language by Igbo indigenes and their contents portray [m
cultural life. We adopted the third school of thought because language is a vehic {
culture, which contains its original native virtues, rhythms, the allusions tf !
on auditory effects, the original sound effects and semantics, which makes -
art, depict its richness and resonance in the original form. Therefore for th
this study, the works of indigenous p]aywrights which portray | P
Igbo worldview become very necessary, as they will help us to

study the portrayal of Igbo females in the plays. e -

I.10  Plays, Drama, and Theatre: Definition a {
Several definitions of drama abound. The
Greek word that means ‘to do’ or ‘to act’, while tt
the Greek word ‘theatron’which means
According to Aristotle, “drama”
1983:138). The above definition does
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accorded to the imitator that they differ... one might

say that ritual and drama are¢ the same phenomenon

seen from different points of view, and that ritual passes

unto drama when the old faith is replaced by a new kind

of belief (Arnott 1971:20-21).

y difference between ritual and drama hinges on the belief

From the above, the onl

attached to the imitator. Secondly, drama makes the audience believe and imagine

what the action would look like in real life. Considering drama from the audience

point of view, Arnoth (1971:20-21) stresses that drama “is an expensive art form and
ber of people who are prepared to pay for their pleasure,

must please a large num
directly through taxation”. He is saying that

either directly at the box office or in
art form which gives pleasure to people. However, Oladele (1967: 68)

f the life of the people”. He (Oladele) is of the opinion that |
aditional festivals lend themselves easily

drama is an

opines that drama “is part o

«gocial functions, religious ceremonies and tr
_Echeruo (1981:136-141) also observes that festivals per

to dramatic performances”
ated rituals, do not constitute drama, although th

may contain elements of drama. He contends that drama “ohly‘_eme;tgg‘s”fmmi

oration, re-enactment and re-interpretation of sign

se, as well as associated or isol

selective elab
festival myth”. From Echeruo’s assertions, festivals and rituals

they contain some elements of drama. Drama emerges asar
social functions, religious ceremonies and 'El"-fa’ud‘-i\&iéﬂ‘al‘f v
music, ritual, song, dance and mime, and ltsa;am o
s'pectato\r in a corporate audi&néief;aﬁ well as ope
Foffes: R T S S ‘ ;

As drama continues
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the theatre, radio or television and video. In other words any play for the tf
’ e theatre,

radio, television, video and even the most recent one, compact disc, is drama. With
the above definition, one may ask how about written drama. Written drama is also
drama because it is written to be performed or acted and displayed in the theatre, on
the radio, on the television, on video or compact disc. Again, the playwright builds
audience reaction into his play or literary text (Arnott 1971). He notes that

Reading a play may provide an unforgettable aesthetic
experience, but it is clearly something different in kind
from being present at a performance. It is like reading a
poem or a novel: there is nothing specifically dramatic
about it. In a sense, a play only exists when it is being acted
before an audience (Arnott 1971:21-22).

From Armotts’ (197 1) point of view, drama text or written drama is like an ¢
written script which embodies all the. necessary things that can make it
which, by its nature, becomes a play only when it is acted before an a

Whichever way we want to see the definitions of drama
getting bogged with deﬁnmonsaSkno edge shift

confines and gwes way' to new ho
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the language of its composition. It is only when the textual play is performed that

non-literate audience has access to its message. Performed plays

are meant for 1
theatre telCViSiOH, “h“a a“d IadiO aUdiCllCC. In performcd pld)’S
»

» actors and actresses
impersonate to enact a story for the entertainment of an audience According to
i1

Adeleke (1995:10), to make up a dramatic story, a series of events are woven together
in a pattern often opted for by the dramatist or sometimes imposed by the di'rector It
is the interaction of the characters that brings about the series of events,' w‘hlch often
generate conflict and action on the part of the characters. New scenery 1? lntr.oduced
as the spot of action changes and as the scenes change, the audience visualises the

story of the play. Adeleke (1995:10) sums up drama as being constrictive and as that i

i and resoluhen and ns an int
which involves “vxsnon, plot scene, acuon, conflict
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print before it is seen on the stage as modern drama”. Thus, written lit
o) crary texts are

equal to a dramatic written script, which has all the necessary qualities of a pl
g T T a play and

become a play when they are actually performed on a dramatic stage. The fact (}
pere ¢ 1at a

written literary text is meant for dramatic performance earns it the term play. This i
(e ‘ 1S \S

why the terms drama and play are used interchangeably. It is also the reason the

written literary texts for this research are referred to as plays.

While many scholars believe that drama and theatre have their origin in ritual,

some scholars also believ

ple with the problem of his envir
ns whlch gave him courage and reassurance about his natural and

e that ritual emerged from the attempts of the primitive man

to grap onment, nature and his very existence. He

took some actio
ntinued to repeat such actions periodically and other e

psychologlcal concerns. He co
6 — 49, De-Graft 1976:1-25, Brockett

owed SUlt over time (Rot1m1 1971:3

arts foll
2000:3). This is where Clark (1981:57) defines drama as

1979: 5), and Ogunde_;l (
ritual. Clark (1981: :57) opines that drama means
the physical representation or the ev

. an elegant imitation of

action significant to a people...

poetic image or a complex of such lmages. > Just as ritual has

besides its socm-rehgwus acj;wlms and the my&hs as
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issionaries how to read and create literature, The interest
mi

S Of the m'msi()nurics, were,
however not focused on the preservation of Igbo ory| Performances. They ygeq the
ow
ies already accepted in the culture of the people to teach Christia
storie

1 Morals (g the
ld This is because the Igbo parents did not want their children 1o
children. : $

be taught the

i n’s religion. The missionaries, in order not to £0 against the wis), of the Igbo
ok Igbo narratives drawing inferences from the Bible, According to
S ‘g 1969:11- 12), they collected Igbo folktales, but imposed a
W (197]:7'4” d .Chl'istian dogmatism on them, They equally twisted the
i Stwef . hfeul: Igbo tradition (Igbo narrative) 1o convey their missionary
framework of a populal

teachings and messages.

[ " extracts fr imported
ng the above stage was the translation of extracts from im;
Following the a
Following th

as The Arabian Ni rhis,
he missionaries. Extracts from such works as 7he Ara g
ion tracts by the miss )
foreign tracts by th

a al ere translated into Tebo and used
v T les and Tales ﬁ‘om Shake.s'peare were translated into g
Grtmms*ﬂiw . ‘

i er Igbo
nal Igb@ narratives (Emenyonu 197828) ['he pione g
' a lgbon

nd adulterated versions of Igbo

literature based on the
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primers apperared after these two publications but were religious and grammar-based.
Later on, many novels which were based on Igbo traditional folktales appeared. Due
to the Igbo orthography controversy that ensued from 1944 to 1961, writing Igbo

literature ceased, although few novels were written during the crisis but no play was

written.

Along the line worldwide, modern drama had started in some countries as a
rebellion against the idealism and the romaticism of the nineteenth-century stage
drama, which did not present the images of life as it should be. According to Scanlan
(1988:114), “the founders of modern drama wanted to present life-as it is... This
movement was international in scope”. As a result of the awareness created by the
modern drama founders, people all over the world wanted to shift drama away from
the romanticised and idealistic form of drama to reality. Their motives were to present |
drama as reality and not imaginaﬁon. Such proponents are: gNorwegian poet, Henrik o
Ibsen, and George Bernard Shaw, a London-based Irish (Shaw 1919, and 1923, 1894)
and critic who declared war on the idealists of English stage (Shakespeare and others). i
He extolled the superiority of reality over idealism and romanuclsm. He was also an

admirer of Tbsen who already had devoted the remammg decades'.bf hls career to the.
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Notes
1 Others, like the supervisor of this work, Prof. P. A. Ogundeji, of the
University of Ibadan, had to ask the researcher to produce a list of Igbo plays to him
before she was allowed to proceed with the research. He did this in order to determine
if the texts available in Igbo qualified to be Igbo plays. It was also his intention to
Know whether there were enough plays in Igbo literature to justify the study.

W
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: CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELEVANT LITERATURE

2.0 Introduction

In this chapter, we consider two major aspects of this stﬁdy.The first are the
existing works on other Igbo feminist literary expositions of the various situations of
Igbo women. The focus here is mainly Igbo feminist based literary criticisms, but
works from both indigenous and non-indigenous critics all over ‘tﬁc world and across
cultural boundaries that are of relevance to this study are examined. Information
gathered from such critics is categorised accordingly. Furthermore, the issue of
female power relations in Igbo land is also examined. A discussion of this aspect ﬂf
Igbo organisational system will aid our understanding and unbiased views of

image of Igbo womenin Igbo society. There are also some expositions of indigeno

practices by Igbo people and some African countries or tribes in Nigeria
raised in order to enable us really understand the Igbo women’s situations. :

The second major aspect of the discussion in tklis'i‘chapter‘ is the |
framework of the study. The various literary theori S adopted for an
discussed here. Such theories include feminism,
the study. The following various facets of the ft '

and white feminism, womanism, African f
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handicaps scholars of the feminist approach to Igbo literature, especially in the area of

drama. Echeruo (1976:34-35), commenting on the paucity of hterary works in Igbo
generally, opines that

Very little work has been done on the... hter&ﬂlﬂ of the
Igbo people. Some years ago in the course of e
book on Igbo, I realized how little else there

subject “from which any critic or interested outsic
learn about our people.

Echeruo was right because, by then, due to some orthog
the civil war, and the inability of publishers to publish man

o

in due time, there were few Igbo hterary texts ( Oraka, 1983; O
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literature. ‘. The commo

st e bacrin woml::]r :ll:aractcr types include the old
stepmother, all of whom Ha,ve Enzzrrlntankerous wife and the

objects of caustic satire (22-37) ey

s sexual life and physical worth degenerate fast with Vagc and that they

y become worthless at old age. To her, Igbo birth songs offer Igbo women free

expressions and psychic release from the inhibitions of socio-cultural norms and
expectations. ¥

In such songs, women’s inner motives and aspirations are expressed.
They are able to release their aggression over their male counterpart; i

against them due to their biological make up. These are mainly thin

suddenl

thgm but which they cannot summon courage to discuss before the
because they fear the negative implications of such a bold action.
Igbo, procreation is the prime reason for a union of man and wo
failure to achieve this becomes a tragic failure in the woman’

as well sy

43
i3

ability to procreate by

 lineage assures he
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which has just broken out in Ibibio Jang. Uduma goes but he is slain in battle. Sh
. e.
discovers t:e beheaded body of her husband in 4 pile of slain warriors. She buries the
corpse under a tree and sacrifices 3 Boal on the grave. Nne Mgbafo assails
overpowers,and chops. off the head of a young man and silsal :

: b . quently buries his body
in HerhURSAIE g1 e6s 8 befitting companion to Uduma to the land of the spirits.

Nnabu.lh.e go.es further to liken Nne Mgbafo's courage and spirit of vengeance
to that of Obidiya in Obidiya (one of the texts used for this study). Other women

€

whom he discusses in his work are Nwamaka, in Oy Mkpijisjiaka, and Orieji, in Eriri
Mara Ngwugwu. Both texts are also chosen for this research work. Although the

works done by Nnabyihe above touches on three of the plays used here, they are too
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man’s world. Nwozuzu’s work is not Based on Igbo written drama but on Igbo folk
tales. It is also not detailed but a sketchy paper work.

Other feminist critics of Igbo literature are Ikekeonwu (2001), Chukwukere
(2003 and 2006:65), Onyejeekwe (2006:101), Chijioke (2006:132), Ezenwanebe
(2006:136), and Tkeokwu (2006). Ikeokwu (2006:51-57) thinks of an Igbo alternative
to the word feminism. He suggests the name Nwanyereuwa. This is the name of the
leader of Aba Women’s Riot of 1929-1930. His reasons for such a suggestion lie in
the fact that character evokes the image of an activitist, a womanist, a motherist, a
liberal feminist, a matriarch who “... history either consciously or unconsciously”
has obscured. Another reason is that a linguistic analysis of the name Nwanyerywa -
evokes the following meaning: Nwa + nyere + uwa =Nwanyereuwa (ﬂ'ﬁ“@t
gives or makes + the world or place). Tkeokwu is to be commended for his:

adopt Igbo historical facts to proffer an alternative to the English word fe

a fact stands out that history does not always have the answer to every

the case here.

language and expresses th
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Chukw :
ukere (2006:65) comments on the consistency in the pattern of
distracting and irrelevant themes like clearing of throat by characters
' , summoning/
abuse of wife or servant, kolanut, palmwine and tobacco snuff powder appearanc
es

and the evil woman inﬁ_age in Igbo literature, On the other hand Chijioke (2006:132)

:‘:m:e::‘:z::i:fy‘?";‘ﬁ-’f;‘;::: fl:a::hlhzremergence of the changing roles of

chetypal roles of Igbo women which
asoll Bl fading away in Igbo society and should reflect in future Igbo
literary writing.

It is good for literary writers to heaken to the suggestions raised by the above
critics as that will update Igbo literature and elevate it to the current 21st century
literary writings. Giving Igbo women respected and enviable positions in the society
of literature will inculcate in the growing Igbo females and the general reading
populace the need to have great aspirations and achieve success like their models in
the texts they have read. It can also help in changing most of the traditional
conceptions of the woman as a weaker vessel, a subordinate or second class citizen
from the mind of readers. .

Futhermore, Onuegbu (2003b:325-236) declares from her anal)./sis of Adaaku

.tv believes that a woman’s fulfillment starts from a man’s kitchen,

- regarded as animals and objects whilch can be sold or used as the

cording to her, adultery, when committed by lgbo

" but when committed by I‘*g‘_v wom
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}dren quoted their parents as the ay

: thorities beh;
L nd thej
’@gﬁ human standards were then very high and morg) i
. .‘ .> - - . was
m d sanctions against immora| acts. The fear of
€

1y crime scared people from committing crime. Ty
g - They
the use of herbs and concoctions o cure the sick. Thej
: . ir
mple. It was made up of addition and subtraction

) some courses and some fields of labour. They restricted their

hered from the old European concept of education for
eau (1974:88):

. to be useful to us, to make us love and

take care of us... to render our lives easy and

se are the duties of women and what they

ght at their infancy.

n they colonized inculcated this idea coupled with their own
The European women as réported by Azikiwe (1999:8)
s who stayed in the house to bear children, took care of

r homes. Their men were the sole breadwinners. Stenton

ducation that was provided for girls in Britain involved

children to shool made them to learn what

AN

There, the women learnt things

he home. This then became
r some _‘spinsters whom their
d. Allele-Williams
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‘boys were usually given
of women; hence they felt
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ion is ri
ght. It was only recently when the 1gbo

L aw
.‘ﬁaiqenomi_cally empowered and helping th;:ir f: By
salaries that }

E milies or
€y now began to change their minds to send
n

ol. Even as it is now, they still prefer to send their ma)

) . - . e
n tbe female. This is very common with families who
mplications of sending all their children to school as

< 2 - equality of educational opportunities to
o i ldren irrespective of any real or imagined

A cording to his or her ability...the
ss to educational opportunities for

ry, secondary and tertiary levels

tion is the right of every citizen as well as the
‘ |

Despite the declaration in the National

ldis still maginalised in this contemporary

O/UNICEF (1994a: 3), observing the

ik ﬂrue because in Igbo society,
‘ends in the kitchen. That

L p'}in\'a- man’s kitchen
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Vale quiet time extensive ang
ing. All these requiments are

(2003:326), is referred
~ya” (her husband’s
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e waking up to pick up their pens.
erary texts are yet to portray the
not presented the Igbo female

. Most of the oral literary
are men and they tend to boost

e

ualities ... is easily
nd ruthless Pagan
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at home an
d in the wider society. African feminism is not a

st femini
- Sm, which cannot see beyond itself and project into a

nction ! .
S as a mother, wife and co-wife whose psyche is

- of coloni ol o
olonial domination, male chauvinism, polygamy,

€s, and inferiority complex. African women are greatly

sence of women in politics, governance, and education and in
conomy. More are yet to be done by African feminists in these
}-to actually practicalise their objectives as a movement and
it ral norms of the African society.

oteworthy about African feminism is the fact that it is very

y

i

ge themselves in the formation of various conceptual

the African feminists and critics to dwell on a particular |

n feminism has these various facets: Femalism, African

their men. Al t:hese:“u,
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ng in Africa is that (he

can patriarchal soci
. v ¢- All the above facets of feminism in Afri
1ous solutions towards the liberati ; rica
10n and empowermen 1
the proponents of these yarioys : p AESE
b . ous forms like it or not, they are all
‘they are fighting the coyrse of =
L. 3 women. Feminism forms the pivot
it cets or theories of feminism rotate.
is a feminist, wh i
) Cth a “eme “w . ‘
A er with a “small “f” or with “a big F” (Oriaku,
- propaganda, re :
t:j pag volt, theory or movement either in writing or
ed towards ity 1 : .
gender equality, liberation or emancipation of women,
1 and cannot be separated from it after all. Feminist movements
eration of women, to grant them equal rights with men. Any
being one, denies that women are subjugated in African society
r raising any argument or proposal for the liberation of women.
~ who contributes to fighting the course of women for
inist, whether as a womanist, femalist, stiwanist, sisterhoodist,
sughterhoodist. African feminists should join hands in pushing
further rather than shying away from the burden already placed
lier feminists were greatly stigmatised but now other women

bour and they are now great models for modern women.

challenges some of the

women also arose a group that
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can women’s problep, According
| ! 1o
ollows the. path of W
7 : estern feminism. She arpue

- .. gues that the conflict of

Hudsen-Weems (1993), Black

m‘?s:o HUdsc-m".WCCmS, African womanism shares similar views with
A h cO:-IntelpdllS: especially as it concerns the identification of the
of tt e. ear' y‘WOI.nen S movement in the struggle of black women against
discrimination; sexist exploitation and classiest oppression. It is a

dresses th srns of o
€ concerns of the African-American and the African

ing to the proponents of this theory,

sruptive or divisive,

it is a distinct ideology, which is
like white feminism. Africana womanism
cates co-existence of the female and the male. It stresses that the
tion of the woman cannot be achieved without the total

e whole black race. 1t focuses on the integration and the unification
‘,rican descent (Stephens er al 2002:465). The advocates of this
ion that the unity of the black woman and man will promote the
xes from white oppression. Africana Womanism also emphasizes
od where all women will see one another as sisters, fight against

bond together for the uplift of womanhood.

. 1998:2) asserts that women of African descent who claim to
of the absence of a more “suitable existing framework™ to
r realities. To her, African women should “properly name

t-Africana womanist and Africana womanism.” She

d and designed for all women gf
in experiences, struggles, N
It entirely
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Nigerian Women Experience

y were able to raise gr

Emota i g i
. n of Benin; and Moremi of [le-Ife, Madam
some-Kuti, respectively. Mrs. Margaret Ekpo and

ar, also belo ke
> ng to this group of women because of their ealier

“culture and belief e
Musli lbehef: As the Nigerian Muslim women battle with
7 |8 US lm cu & . - ‘
i ture, the Nigerian Christian women battle with their
ture an i ;
d their men whom patriarchy has made the dominant

xperien i ioeri
xperience which Nigerian women share is the oppression of the

records of Nigerian women’s indigenous feminist activities
i eenth century. This could be explained by the fact that then
till in the dark. They were mainly illiterates who only recorded their
ral literature. It is for this reason that Akorede (2005:62 — 63)
women’s mobilisation and struggle is older than many scholars

lieves there must have been several unrecorded African

subjugation and moves for empowerment.
ed women’s protest against colonial exploitationé of women in

Okigwe women’s protest in 1925 which prolonged to the Aba

Odim & Mba 1948: 12; Isichei 1976:151 — 159; and lkeanyibe
d War 11 also is dated 1929. They were all protests

en. For instance, women aimed the Aba

en’s Worl

exploitations of wom
nd the sexual and financial

bing the payment of taxes a
ced by the British

men by the Igbo Warrant Chiefs introdu

st against the British colonial administration over payment

in 1940. The Lagos Mark
a, embarked on that protest
n against payment of taxes b
women also protested against th

ution. The above women'’s activitigs

et Women Association, under the
(Odim and Mba 1948:12).

wur.
y women in Lagos.

campaig
port that the

and supplies distrib
al activities of Oyin

e war time Ttk

B bayomi. She was :
g nglitlc A1 RN i

108
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ds made by the women were basi
. ¢ basically classified into three: for
¥ n to the customs of the past whicl :
ast which ha :
r what could be called an extensi *
xtension of women’s ri '
. s rights. Some of
e feminist in tone: men should not plant cass
. l plant cassava but leave it for
ing to Igbo cu ture, cassava has been a res ion f
. 4 a reservation for women while
- Another emand was that men should
L p not go to the market but
though this movement was not very successful, | [
ré};est o ssful, it engineered a very
veme at ce
P ent that can never be forgotten in the history of
. the Aba women ri '
n riot of 1929, called “Ogu umunwanyj"-women’s
51-159, lkeanyi 997: This ri
if ] nyibe 1997:12). This riot emanated from a scuffle
en a wom ' ¢
an Nwanyeruwa, and a school master deligated by @
warrant chief too was deligated by a young British officer in the
n of Igbo land who then wanted to check the accuracy of local
y unhappy because

s both parties disagreed, Nwanyeruwa, alread
f the Igbo,

‘death and the general colonial master’s oppression 0

rch women meeting going on around her house. The church

nd fight it out with the colo
otest. The whole

rried

ing an avenue 10 explode a nial

{ en masse in an indignant pr

ts moved ou
taxation which rumour ¢a

t to be a protest against women

introduce. Again, they pro
calated into a total rejection of

heir lives but they
on and

rs were about (0 tested against the
t chiefs. Later on, the protest €s

d. so many people lost t

nce. In the en
eir mode of administrati

nial masters change th

o tax never materialised till today, except

e colo
for women working

women that were bold enough o fight a
ies in Isichei (19762155) who
n their invulnerability.

why it was the
ght. The answer li
range confidence i
¢ market, which
ef that one who

to have had a st
ith the yultures in th no ‘dn,e\e\gg

elied on the Igbo cultural beli

,ieved that women sh
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1ade such people against such beliefs are seen a i
»ihe‘: :?‘e"’ Who want 1o subvert nature. it
B S’a:n::ighly embittered by the feminist pursuit of
rgue that eviden:s(]tghi::zt:\g)’ PN e
i iy ere has never been gender
men in tradltllonal Igbo land abounds. Ezeh (2000b: 38-61)
such evidence are reflected in fhe Igbo language. ;{e uses
S Ato. buttress his point. He states that, unlike in some
| ou-n Is gender-neutral in the Igho language. For instance, the
an being) refers to humans both male and female. In the same
ould refer to “he” or “she.” depending on the vowel harmony
uage. Nnoyelu (2003:45) challenges the taking-for-granted
sm and women liberation, noting that Igbo women do not need
y are not marginalised in any way. He demonstrates that

r notions, women are not underdogs, but are even in “charge”.

point by saying that men’s lives are spent in their endeavour to

states that

as mothers, wives, girlfriends, or concubines. He
e that

efer to their wives as “onye m na _agbali odigho” (Sh

r for). He believes that

| activities revolve around the
her, girlfriend, bride, or wife is
t testimony that women are not bereft of power,
.ustodians of power themselves. Female power is
supreme in human society- It is ubiquitous (2003;

that men’s overal
n of women —mot

f man from birth to death

vers that the life cycle 0
hich dominates him:

ases of female power W
ower. Chinweizu agrees
or thrones, Of the head of
i risks which their men folk are
MBI Y

1) also a
contiguous ph
ower and wife p

that women are :
John the
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inism are re
e are Opprzse:d b:i:ze :he-y e all theories of change.
shackles of Capitalism OCI.ety and, 50 need o liberate
en oppress| and patriarchy respectively. Whereas
‘ PPression (o capitalism and property possession by men
gn ?n?law‘: women and that women should take up a claé.s
, feminism is 4 reyol against women’s oppression. In this case,
ner to feminist (o identify the mode of women oppression by
ists for the area of attack, which is the family. Feminism, i
consider the position of women in the family. This includes

perty ownership, the €conomic level of women: the nature of

: paid and the unpaid services rendered by women in the family
rge and a call for a move for liberation from the oppressive
m sees the bourgeoisie as the oppressor and thé proletariat as

Sm sees man as the oppressor while the women are the
1, Marxism believes in the emancipation of the working class,

while feminism believes in the emancipation of women. Both
n ipation through revolt.

rxist theory in this study will expose us to the oppressive
f Igbo women in the family and in Igbo society as a whole,
to the women character’s in the plays under study. It mll
y ownership and the nature of the work Igbo wo ! X r
the marriage relationship between Igbo men ¢
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18t literary criticicm « i
Y Criticism sees literature and art as social practices
from other kinds of ¢

A ocial practices as they are subject to

S. Accordi i

, INg 1o him, although they may have specific features
| be separated from the general social process.

| Balibar and
ess this thus

does not fall from the heavens, the product of a

f:reatloq, but is the product of social practice,
It an imaginary activity albeit it produces
effects but inescapably part of a material

re is a product of the society and should be used to change any
i it is made political. This is the contention of contemporary
at literature and criticism should become more overtly
nly be interpreted as art work but should also be used to

N
nad

"' on, Marxism is related to literature in that it is a social
. . -! I
.j -l
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Marxism ar
¢ al
S0 closely related theories. They are both
. 0

ass struggle. T}
Bg he contrast between them is that while Marxists

0is, feminists vi
i g
ew Marxism as male-oriented but they arrive

r ideologies, whic .
» Which are aimed at 116 roedei of s dosiissd

hey are all products of soci
{ p s of societal history. According to Markinnon

a inis
o ety T e o
rrangemenls of patterned dis uriLt d?.coun_tﬁ of rfow
Yet unjust... In Marxism o be deprived of oncs
! ;‘onff)‘pl':clilzf(;gazr.sexuality, defines each one’s
; _grxrsm and feminism have the same ideologies of inequality of
eves that in a capitalist society, power belongs to the bourgeois’s
re deprived of power because of work. In the family, man is the
has economic power while woman is the proletariat who works
thout being noticed or paid for her services. Women are deprived
heir sex. Heidi (1981:368) is of the opinion that “the production
e the family is shaped by patriarchy and capitalism.” The
. Marxism and feminism are patriarchal societies respectively.
t class inequality. Marxism recognises class inequality in terms
s, while feminism recognises

on of the

sus the proletariat/working clas
of gender. Marxism is aimed at ending the oppressi
sm aims at ending the oppression against

ation, which will lead to a

eoisie’s while femini
; that there should be conscientis
proletariat, but feminism claims tha
e a movement (0 emancipate them.
ould be mobilized and

, oppressed t women are

that there should b
women to be liberated, they sh

power and that it is through women’s power that )
, il

to Greer (1971:20), the wom;e sbﬁu

for
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‘women str :

iry that th“SGle for their freedom just like in the Marxist
T . .
- proletariat should struggle for their freedom
‘ rage i ! ;
; &¢ 1n Anarchism and Other Essays cited in (Eboh

- as an >
ekisg;:}r\zsiﬁqbclas.s of the lesson of history. ..
e ; elratlon, amply assert their pOWCf:
e ’n carn that lesson that she realizes
reach as far as her power to achieve

dom reaches.
s in line with the Marxist ideology, which puts the oppressed
il ati

n the appreciation of Igbo plays, like those in this study,
7 st theory of literature will enable us study the history behind
d in the various plays. Using a Marxist view point will enable

d
L

any form of conscientisation as to enable any social change in

of the feminist Marxist theory will help in raising the
o women towards their powerlessness position thereby

se up to their freedom.

men in Igbo society. We shall be able to identify why Igbo

positions and occupations.
Marxist theory in this research, we should be able to apply

ent of the texts under study. We should be

he developm
story of life and w

ork in order to @Qm;a_ﬁm‘" |

rights have used their wor
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lives of Igho women in

/as a re
‘ :;:imj 01f9€: ;:“Z’ :jv‘{lio;;:en't in the study of linguistics.
. et Sgunst and founder of Motiem
B hi c afjfsure 1966: 1-5 and Davis &
il 5 the conditions that allow language and
! t liﬂty work. It seeks to know what Roland Barthes (1975:15)
L activity, which means how meaning is possible. Structuralism
began with the work of Levi-Strauss’s analyses of narrative
1950s in France (Levi-Strauss, 1963: 1-20). His was a
s work. He is of the opinion that “the function of signs is
one by means of the other.” This means that the aim of
0 attempt to isolate and define the conditions to meaning in
e relationship between the tangible entities of nature and the
~ culture. It was with his work that structuralism was

ities. It transformed the traditional humanities into what is

at in the United State and Europe initially at its introduction
acknowledged that this movement attempted to create a '
literature in all its dimensions. l&vi-SglauSS’é Wﬂlk -, '

- art must have a very good understanding of ce

work. It is interested in examining the
_ Arohunmolase (1997: 44) remarks t
elationship that exists in the cul
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ﬁ a form of literary  criticis

signs and codes and the

‘ant cultural frames Itisto a

m is dedicated 1o explaining

conditions which allow that to

[ ccount for literature as fully and
> W our i

.‘ g $€ 10 such mysterious and analysable concepts
u: chness i

i Or poetic language inassimilable into general

)St;::tut;ael'ss':e‘csi :-Ih: :‘vyanclTronic.dimension -of a text (language

| Y In which a text is like other texts.
ural comparison of texts must be based on similarities of
. he comparison could be based on character development, plot,
on. These relationships among texts are what Levi-Strauss
auss, 1963:1-20). In structural analysis, changes within and
can be accounted for as transformations in the synchronic
focuses mainly on general systems rather than on individual

Sie

s of literary texts, it will concern itself with those genres that
dualistic.

onship between structuralism and feminism, in that they are

tural milieu. There is no adequate discussion of feminism

the culture of the society in focus. Therefore, using

t criticism of a work will create avenue for the researcher (o

des and the cultural conditions that allow particular actions

e. It will help the researcher through a synchronic system,
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able O consi
! nsi i
in the p der the various aspects of

ays a 1ous i
YS at Various Cnvironments: women

les, and k> as wives,

s fields of

n. How are
are women depicted at variou
religiougly. o '
giously, ¢ducationally and culturally? The

socially,

St theory i
Y Will help us classify the females in the plays into

on I I 1 n |

ition and Feminism

iry Opposition is an offshoot of structuralism. It will help, in
tand the relationship between structuralism and feminism.
: 82: 1-4) and Arohunmolase (1997:45), binary apposition is
structuralists from the linguistic structuralists. Culler
bson defines binary opposition as a ... fundamental
n mind, basic to the production of meaning ..., the smallest

‘ , thoughts.” Culler refers to the informing factors that

ary opposition that is the idea of attaching meaning to
as explained by Selden (1985:57-8) and Culler (1975: 1§59

ndition of binary opposition is that “the occurrence of v

co-occurrence of another opposing component.” This -

. a complementary partner
it is “The basic law €
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“racking puzzle kills him. He

caf left over fy
\ p om the five |
wise he is brought up to know eaves

that things go in pairs. The Qzo

woman are in pairs
s and valleys are in pairs
id Earth are in pairs

ngs and bad things are in pairs (Qjaadili P. 40)

ses the Igbo worldview that ‘two heads are better than one.’
a male needs the company of a female in order to make life
ne particular gender lacks a great thing and that is the other

a complementary role to the other. Ilesanmi (1998:3)

binary system among human beings as
, nature cannot be without a purpose, each
d naturally interact with the other as stipulated
gender acts contrary 1o its natural stipulation,

rift.

an abnormal person who .
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and Feminism

in literature

: i ; refers to a person’s mental and moral nature
trterent fr. -

, Om others. A literary character means a person

7_ haracters, according to Jegede (2003:54) are

Sodi
odified by other aspects of the literary world such as

“the author’s

L, point of view, an

d other devices. To her, literary
of action in fiction.”

/emi (1995:194), characters could be identified structurally
types of inherent qualities that are well structured in a
pressed thrqugh the characters personalities, appearance,
al aspect of life, intellect, real ability or pbetic mode. A
0 him, could also be described based on a non-structural and
dissemination of general information about the character
degree of sensitivity to issues and present trends of events

ter could be depicted through descriptive poetry, epithets,

tradition and discourse, a character is identified by its

. whether as a hero or otherwise (Ogundeji 1988:290,
neans that the part played by a character establishes
ar character could be identified through the |

cters or through an author’s ¢

h the above means, characters
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haracter in fici
fiction that stands directly in oppositi
ays a : pposition to
> @ conflict between
- N im and the protagonist. He
e ; ¥ the protagonist (Jegede 2003:55).
pPlied to a pers .
Ciae Person who, through contrast underscores or
racteristic of another char,
ﬁuart' 4 acter. He possesses qualities that
qualities,
E hen a real character possesses good qualities,
alities; othe ities
, ‘Ja » Other qualities may be honesty versus dishonesty,
ckedness. H -
: e does not antagonise the real character this is
1€ antagonist.
> above classifications of characters s to help identify the
s in the texts under study. Feminism is, according to Mugo
y which, as a woman she can break out of the prison of
n the female characters in the plays selected for this study
ifferent types of Igbo females and how they disentangle
rent types of patriarchy. Feminism attacks the different
against women. It takes into consideration the oppressive
and their various actions as they liberate themselves from
emales do so, they put up different actions or behaviours
identifying them and classifying them into their different
ch classifications will aid the understanding of the female ) 1:

1

vs chosen for this study. It will on the whole, expose the i 77.1.

. put |
female in the society as important (as protagonist), a;i

i B

placed in a secondary position (as functional/seconda
o should be seen but not felt and are less 1tht
ation of the females in these texts will he

assific
the Igbo female, and have a concrete

this study, based on the va
d non-Heroes) a

in

heroes an
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~ CHAPTER THRgg,
;.vECHARACTERISATION IN THE PLAYS

§ ées on the different types of female characters depicted in the
tudy. The female characters are hereby classified accordi
ion format, depending on the vari ol pe iyt
. arious activities the females
-chlld-ren, girls, wives, mothers, concubines, mother-inlaws or
‘ In this study, a woman is defined based on the Igbo cultural
2 adult who is married, while a girl is a young unmarried female
r-aged for marriage or is ripe for marriage but is not married.
ho is culturally married to a man as his life partner while a
nt especially a woman in relation to her child. Although male
Lin passing, our focus in this play is on the female characters.
‘the social statuses of the female characters are taken into
ith their literary relevance as protagonists or heroines,
or secondary characters and background characters. The
er categorised based on their moral values as-either good or

ary Opposition. The African feminist perspective is u&eﬂ
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h::":ctc:;inoivriam Charac.ters of the play. They are the focal
g ch the actions and reactions of the majority of
in‘ge directly or indirectly, In Igho literary studies, he/she is
i ‘.or head of all the characters). This shows that the main topic of
/her that is he/she is at the centre of the play. They are chief or

one characters of the plays. Their decisions, struggles, and actions in

S Qf the content of the play (Olaniyan 1998). They are the pivots
i ers rest. Out of about forty-eight Igho drama texts recorded by
, there are not up to fifteen female protagonists. Most of the
This fact substantiates the feminist perspective that women are
und in literature just like it is in the society. In Igbo society,
attached to the men while the women and their activities go
Igbo literature has more of *his’ story than ‘her’ story and it
nted. |

tagonists in the texts chosen for this study are classified into
: the good and the bad. They are also classified according to

their social status as girls who are still under their parents’ or

others and widows.

12 gonists ‘
depicted in the protagonist role-

ich are discussed

iblesome and
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rin the university 1 :
‘ Crsity. From all Indications in the play, it is assumed

u 9 Despite the fact that Ezenwata
oma as hi iend anc
s best friend ang requests that she treats him as such,

u't of school after their marriage

. .impllcates and insults his wife severally. He even endangers her
her Okwuchi tha Onyema and Obiageli can go ahead and get
ise, accuses Obiageli of being an adulterer before his mother
s mother) spreads this false news in their community. She
Obiageli but God remains on Obiageli’s side. Out of jealousy,
er into snapping pictures with Onyema on the day that he
1is false reunion with Onyema. He scatters these pictures at the
Is being driven by Onyema on their way to Lagos. A trip that, he
vince people that Onyema and Qbiageli actually killed him. On
nd shoots himself cold dead. Obiageli is a woman who can
ourageous woman who withstands all the gossip, and
on from the police over her husband’s death until the truth
tively arrives at the cause of Ezenwata’s death. She is e

 woman, because she later marries the same policeman
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