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Data intensive social sciences: easy way to identify & 
locate 

 

 

 

PID = prerequisite for sustainable resource discovery  
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Social Science Data & Persistent 
Identifiers (PID) 

PID                           

alphanumeric code pointing to a resource 

unique & persistent 

unambiguous referencing, authentication & validation 

Illustration: pixabay 



https://www.cessda.eu/ 

Large-scale, integrated & sustainable data services  

Social science data archives across Europe 

Aims:  

promoting results of social science research 

supporting national & international research & 
cooperation. 
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About CESSDA ERIC 



CESSDA Online 
Survey on PID 
(2015) 

Illustration: pixabay 



Survey period: 8th October – 30th November 2015 

Questionnaire: 

All CESSDA member organizations 

Determine status quo for PID usage & demands to a 
CESSDA PID policy  

Completed by 11 out of (at that time) 14 CESSDA Service 
Providers (SP) 
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Online Survey Background 
Information 
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Use of PID in CESSDA in 2015 

ČSDA 
DOI (2015) 
Handle (?) 5 

5 

4 

4 

4 

3 

4 

DOI URN:NBN1 = compl. 
dissatisfied 

5 = compl. 
satisfied 

DOI: Ø 4,2 

Satisfaction with 
used PID 

USER (6 
CESSDA SP) 

NON-USER (5 
CESSDA SP) 

DDA 
DOI (2013) 

GESIS 
DOI (2010) 

DANS 
URN:NBN 

(2007) 
DOI (2015) 

SND 
DOI (2012) 

ePIC (?) 

UKDA 
DOI (2011) 

FORS 
DOI  

ADP 
URN:SI:UNI-LJ-

FDV:ADP 

FSD 
URN:NBN 

LiDA 
DOI 

Handle 

NSD 
DOI 
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Question 2 (User): Please indicate which of the persistent identifier(s) your organization uses (for its data holdings), and how satisfied your organization is with 
(each of) your used persistent identifier(s)? Answers provided by: ČSDA, DDA, GESIS, DANS, SND, UKDA 
Question 4 (Non-User): Which PID system(s) is your organization considering (for its data). Answers provided by: FSD, LiDa, NSD, ADP, FORS 

Ø 

Ø 

Ø 
Ø 
Ø 

Ø 

Ø 
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Non-User’s Needs for PID System 

Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø 

Question 5 (Non-User): Think about your organization: how significant are the following needs when considering introducing a PID system? 
Answers provided by:  FSD, LiDA, NSD, ADP, FORS 
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1 = not at all significant 
5 = extremely significant 



4,7 4,6 3,6 3,4 2,8 1,7 
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General Expectations “Authority & 
Credibility” (user + non-user) 

Question 6 (ALL): Please indicate how important each of the following authority and credibility issues is for your organization?   
Answers provided by:  ČSDA, DDA, FSD, GESIS, LiDA, DANS, NSD, ADP, SND, FORS, UKDA 

Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø 
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1 = not at all important 
5 = extremely important 



General Expectations “Architecture & 
Infrastructure” (user + non-user) 

5,0 4,8 4,4 4,3 4,2 4,2 3,8 3,8 3,8 3,5 
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Question 6 (ALL): And indicate how important each of the following architecture and infrastructure issues  is for your organization, when considering a PID system? 
Answers provided by:  ČSDA, DDA, FSD, GESIS, LiDA, DANS, NSD, ADP, SND, FORS, UKDA 

Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø 
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1 = not at all important 
5 = extremely important 



Dissent: metadata for PID? 

If metadata: different information considered important 

Range: From minimal metadata information to full 
citation metadata and more 

Open Question on Associated 
Metadata (user + non-user) 

Question 7: What is the position most prevalent at your organization, which information needs to be covered by metadata that is connected to a PID? 
Answers provided by: DANS, GESIS,  LiDA, NSD,  ADP, SND 

Illustration: pixabay 
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Flexibility – all SP able to implement policy 

Archives to choose their preferred system 

No financial drawbacks  

Interoperability of policy 

Open Question on CESSDA PID 
Policy (user + non-user) 

Question 8: Please note here any further remarks or concerns you have about a common CESSDA PID Policy. 
Answers provided by: DANS, FORS, GESIS, NSD, ADP 

Illustration: pixabay 
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CESSDA Expert 
Interviews on PID 
(2015) 
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Survey period: 19th October – 13th November 2015 

 

Experts from:  

 

Topics of main interest: 

Criteria for a common CESSDA PID Policy  

Contents of a common CESSDA PID Policy 

Expert Interviews Background 
Information 
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Short, precise & easy to understand 

Focus on end-user 

Allow different PID systems 

Align with other PID policies 

Take diversity of SP into account 

Guidelines to ensure similar assignment of PID 

 

Criteria for CESSDA PID Policy 

Illustration: pixabay 
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The CESSDA 
ERIC PID Policy 

Policy: https://doi.org/10.18448/16.0040 
Best Practice Guidelines: https://doi.org/10.18448/16.0041  



PID are Key – 
CESSDA PID 
Policy  

Illustration: pixabay 
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CESSDA PID Best 
Practices Guidelines 

Best Practice Guidelines: https://doi.org/10.18448/16.0041  17 
Illustration: pixabay 



Revision & update of PID Policy and Best Practice 
Guidelines 

Assist CESSDA ERIC SP with PID issues 

Involvement in developments/initiatives around the globe 

Granularity issue of PID assignment 

Outlook 
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cessda.eu @CESSDA_Data 

Stay curious 
and enjoy 
Australia 
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Appendix 
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General Expectations “PID Syntax” 
(user + non-user) 

Question 6 (ALL): And indicate how important each of the following PID syntax issues is for your organization, when considering a PID system?   
Answers provided by:  ČSDA, DDA, FSD, GESIS, LiDA, DANS, NSD, ADP, SND, FORS, UKDA 

Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø 
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1 = not at all important 
5 = extremely important 



General Expectations “Additional 
Technologies” (user + non-user) 
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Question 6 (ALL): And indicate how important each of the following technological aspects is for your organization, when considering a PID system?   
Answers provided by:  ČSDA, DDA, FSD, GESIS, LiDA, DANS, NSD, ADP, SND, FORS, UKDA 

Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø 
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1 = not at all important 
5 = extremely important 



4,0 3,9 3,7 3,1 2,8 
1

2

3

4

5

General Expectations “Metadata” 
(user + non-user) 

Question 6 (ALL): And indicate how important each of the following metadata issues is for your organization, when considering a PID system?   
Answers provided by:  ČSDA, DDA, FSD, GESIS, LiDA, DANS, NSD, ADP, SND, FORS, UKDA 

Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø 

1 = not at all important 
5 = extremely important 
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