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What will be covered… 
• Paper reliability 

• Focus/context of the paper 

• Why democratized data 

• The African context 
• Resistance to democratization 

• New dawn in data world 
• Free data leading to innovations 
• Controlled freedom within democratized data 

• Sustainability of democratized data 

• The future is here  

 

 



Reliability of the paper 

1.  The data in this 
paper was gathered 
from IITA 24 research 
stations spread across 
Africa between 2017 
and 2019 

2.  The research spanned across young and 
experienced scientists/researchers from different 
parts of the continent using workshop, 
interviews, questionnaires and surveys methods 
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1. The sources are well informed with the data generated from their 
research work being funded by various donors 

2. The paper focused more on research data but provide little insight 
to data generated for business purpose also 
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Context 



Why data democratization? 

• Data generated from public funds is made 
available to the public in digital format (Bernard, 
2017) 

• Power of the people. About 10 years ago, health 
records are collected in papers but today, it’s 
accessible online based on permissions.  

• Deliver the right information to the right people 
at the right time (Bruno, 2013). 

• Support innovations 
• Prevents re-inventing the wheel 
• Encourages start-ups 



Before… in Africa 

• Scientists held on to ‘their’ research data 
• Important data are lost in-transit, by accident, 

stolen or crashed systems. 
• Donors repeat funding for the same research, 

thereby not promoting new discoveries. 
• Absence of open access/data policy, MEL and 

compliance strategy 
• Data plagiarism uncontrolled. 
• Lack of DMP 
• Lack of institutional support 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When conducting research, it is easy to go to one source: Wikipedia.  However, you need to include a variety of sources in your research. Consider the following sources: 
Who can I interview to get more information on the topic?
Is the topic current and will it be relevant to my audience?
What articles, blogs, and magazines may have something related to my topic?
Is there a YouTube video on the topic? If so, what is it about?
What images can I find related to the topic?



Resistance to democratization of data 

• It’s my effort and my data, 
why should I share it with 
the public? 



Why the resistance to democratization of data 

• From workshops, 3 reasons were identified as major reason for the resistance to 
democratization of data: 
• Fear of criticism 
• Plagiarism 
• Data and (Intellectual Property) discovery protection 
• Lack of trust institutional systems 
• Government buy-in is low 
• Poor awareness 
• Resistance to cultural change 
• Ethical and legal 



New dawn in data 
world is a new 
dawn in Africa 

• Open access is receiving more 
acceptance 

• Institutional support and data 
democratization culture is gaining 
more grounds 

• The new crops of young scientists 
wishes to contribute to body of 
knowledge more than the old 
scientists 

• The number of young scientists is 
growing and their influence in 
open source, open access, 
knowledge sharing, and open 
data is leading the new revolution 



Leading to innovations 

• New digital start-ups emerging. E.g. FarmCrowdy using democratized 
data to develop e-Farming strategy in Nigeria 

• Wealth creations from apps developed from democratized data. 
eHealth has developed plant yield prediction app using open data 

• Africa, with the continent with the highest population of youth 
(UNDP), is witnessing systematic leverage of big data taken from 
democratized data to develop home-grown technologies like EdTech, 
Agritech, TechEd, etc. 

• Improved health from health-related data and awareness as a result 
of democratized data 



Controlled 
freedom with 
democratized 
data 

• Hey! You mean I should leave my secret in 
the hand of a parrot? 





Sustainability of data democratisation 



Could we say Africa has 
embraced the 
democratisation of its 
data? 
• Hmm! Somebody help! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once you find your sources, you will want to evaluate your sources using the following questions: 

Author: 
Who is the author?
Why should I believe what he or she has to say on the topic?
Is the author seen as an expert on the topic? How do you know?

Current: 
How current is the information in the source?
When was the source published?
Is the information out-of-date?

Accuracy: 
Is the content accurate?
Is the information presented objectively?  Do they share the pros and cons?



Outlook… The future 
is here 

• There is a gradually shift of norms in the way 
data collectors, data custodians, data stewards 
respond to the ability of making research data 
public.  

• Democratisation of data is evolving and 
nascent in Africa but the future is bright 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After consulting a variety of sources, you will need to narrow your topic.  For example, the topic of internet safety is huge, but you could narrow that topic to include internet safety in regards to social media apps that teenagers are using heavily.  A topic like that is more specific and will be relevant to your peers.  Some questions to think about to help you narrow your topic: 
What topics of the research interest me the most?
What topics of the research will interest my audience the most?
What topics will the audience find more engaging? Shocking? Inspiring?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now, that you have narrowed your topic, you will want to organize your research in a structure that works.  There are some common organizational patterns based on the kind of research you are doing.  

Organizational Structures: 
Cause and Effect- this kind of structure is great for explaining the causes and effects of a topic
Compare and Contrast- in this pattern you highlight the similarities and differences of the topic
Explain process- this structure is great for outlining a series of steps to follow; 
Definition- if you want to make sure your audience understands what something is using illustrations, meanings, clarifying misconceptions, you may want to use this structure
Classification- a common organizational structure is grouping like topics or facts from the research together.  For instance, in the internet safety about social media apps, you may organize the research where you look at each social media app one at a time
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Q&A 

• Got some questions for me? 
• I’m listening 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After you’ve done your research, it’s time to put your presentation together.  The first step in the process is to introduce the topic.  This is a great time to connect your topic to something that your audience can relate.  In other words, why should they listen to all the information you will be sharing in your research presentation?  What is in it for them?  You may also want to include a graphic or image to grab their attention.

Feel free to duplicate this slide by right-clicking on this slide in the slides pane to the left and select Duplicate Slide.

The next step in your presentation is to state your claim or topic clearly.  Your teacher may even call this your thesis.  As you state your thesis, you may find that this layout is not the best layout for your claim or topic.  You can change the layout by clicking the drop-down menu next to the Layout in the Slides menu section.  You can choose Two Content, Comparison, or Picture with Caption.  Note: A different layout might change the look of the icons on this page.

You will also want to state your facts.  You have done the research now share some of the interesting facts with your audience.  Facts do not have to be boring; you can communicate facts in a variety of ways by going to the Insert Tab.  In the Insert tab you can: 
Insert pictures from your computer or online.
Add a chart 
Create some SmartArt
Insert a variety of icons to help your facts come to life.  Note: You can change the color of the icons by selecting the icon and then click on the Format tab and then Graphics Fill.  From there, you will choose a color from the list or choose More Fill Colors to give you more options.

Since this research presentation is a result of your hard work and searching, you want to make sure you support the claims or points in your presentation with facts from your research findings.  Make sure you give the author proper credit for helping you share your ideas.  If one of your sources has a video that is relevant to your topic, you can add the video as added support.  Keep in mind the length of the video and the amount of time you have for your presentation.  For a 5 minute speech, the video should be no longer than 30 seconds.  

Questions to consider: 
How will you state the author of the source?
Will you need to cite the source on the slide?

What are some ways you can engage your audience so they feel like they are a part of the presentation?  Some ideas to consider is by taking a quick poll like: by a show of hands, how many of you think school uniforms are a way to cut down on bullying?  Another suggestion is to have them hold up a certain number of fingers to see if they agree or disagree.  Finally, you can share a story that the audience can relate to that makes them laugh.

After all the applause, your audience may have some questions.  Be prepared to answer some of their questions by making a list of questions you think they might ask. You may also want to share the presentation with them by providing the link to your presentation, if they want more information.



Thank you! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can use this slide as your opening or closing slide.  Should you choose to use it as a closing, make sure you review the main points of your presentation.  One creative way to do that is by adding animations to the various graphics on a slide.  This slide has 4 different graphics, and, when you view the slideshow, you will see that you can click to reveal the next graphic.  Similarly, as you review the main topics in your presentation, you may want each point to show up when you are addressing that topic. 

Add animation to images and graphics: 
Select your image or graphic.
Click on the Animations tab.
Choose from the options.  The animation for this slide is “Split”.  The drop-down menu in the Animation section gives even more animations you can use.
If you have multiple graphics or images, you will see a number appear next to it that notes the order of the animations.

Note: You will want to choose the animations carefully.  You do not want to make your audience dizzy from your presentation.
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