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European Literary History"(CA16204)

Goals:

—create a vibrant and diverse network of researchers jointly developing the resources and
methods necessary to change the way European literary history is written

— contribute to the development and distribution of methods, competencies, data, best prac-
tices, standards and tools relevant to Distant Reading research

Data: create an open source multi-lingual benchmark corpus for European literature

Methods: coordinate activities related to sharing, evaluating and improving methods and

tools for Distant Reading research

Theory: exploring theoretical concerns that stem from the application of Distant Reading

methods to literary history
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Corpus Data — ELTeC

Design: collect 100 texts per language, follow a non-normative but metadata-based approach
(not canon-based, see (1)) and aim to represent the variety of a population (2)

Text candidates (3):

—language: European languages, no translations

—sources: narrative fictional prose

—period: 1840-1920

—length: min. 10.000 words

— publication: prefer books over novels published in serial publications

—access: only freely available digitizations

Languages: Spanish, English, French, German, Greek, Portuguese, Dutch, Serbian, Hunga-
rian, Italian, Slovenian, Romanian, Czech, Swedish, Latvian, Russian, Polnish, Croatian
Encoding principles:

—minimal, uniform encoding (applicable for different sources)

—text representation focus on consistency and simplicity and basic metadata and references
TEI Encoding levels (4):

—level0: basic encoding with e.g. paragraph, heading, page break, text division,

—levell: richer encoding, adding e.g. font change, graphic, quotation, correction

—level2: token-based encoding with automatic lemmatization and part-of-speech annotation

(work in progress)

Corpus data — Example of the English Language Collection

=?xmlL version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"7=
=TEI "hitp://www.tei-c.org/ns/1.0">
<teiHeader=
<!-- lots of metadata here --=
</teiHeader=

CHAVPIER ]

. : : : <text "ENOOL "=
One may as well begin with Helen's letters to her sister. <body>
=div "ENOO101 " =<head=CHAFTER I</head=
=p=0ne might as well begin...</p=
HowARrps END, <!-- many more paragraphs here --=
FEe =/div=
A Tuesdey, <div "ENDO102"><head>CHAPTER II</head=
DEAREST I"'*’IEG, <p=Margaret glanced at her sister's note ...=/p=
It isn't going to be what we expected. It is old 5i-- many more paragraphs here -->
: 1 : </div=
and little, madl ai’.rr::gq:szier delightful—red brick. We carn <\_- many more chapters here --»
scarcely pack in as it is, and the dear knows what will ~ </body>
happen when Paul (younger son) arrives tomorrow.  _ /%

Workflow: Starting with digitized texts, manual or computed-aided trancription (OCR), en-
coding basic text features in TEI XML (TEl Consortium 2019).
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Howards End : ELTeC edition

Forster, Edward Morgan (1879-1970)
Responsibilities: ELTeC encoding Lou Burnard
Words: 1095810

Pages: 245
Incorporated into the ELTeC 2018-02-12
ELTeC is a scholarly resource created in the context of COST ACTION Distant Reading

{https://www .distant-reading.net/)
Source(s): , by E.M. Forster Howards End London Edward Armold {1910)

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/ Q1146642 The Project Gutenberg Etext of Howards End,
by E. M. Forster HTML version downloaded on 2017-12-245

Language(s): British English German

Howards End
Only connect

by E. M. Forster

Chapter 1

One may as well begin with Helen's letters to her sister.
Howards End, : Tuesday. :
Dearest Meg, :

It isn't going to be what we expected. It is old and little, and altogether delightful—red brick. We can
scarcely pack in as it is, and the dear knows what will happen when Paul {younger son) arrives tomorrow.

Display: Using TEl markup for css-based transformation processes to provide text display.

Future work

Corpus development: aim to get 100 texts per language according to sampling guidelines

Title counts for each balance criterion
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Monitoring: The figure shows the current composition of the English language collection.

Next steps:

— Training school with three parallel tracks on corpus data, methods and theory, co-located
with the DH Budapest 2019 conference

—adding more texts to language collections

—release of revised encoding schemas, release of encoding schema level2

—a first publication of ELTeC on Zenodo in 2019
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